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The Jesuit Relations as a Source for Midwestern History 

Roger J . Bresnahan 

One of the richest sources documenting the early experiences of 

Europeans upon the North American continent Is the 73-volume 

compilation known as The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents: Travels 

and Explorations of the Jesuit Missionaries In New France. 1610-1791. 

published betwen 1896 and 1901 under the general editorship of Reuben 

Gold Thwaltes. The Jesuit missionaries were not the only Europeans in 

New France sending reports back to the home country. Missionaries of 

other Orders also sent reports to their superiors, and explorers sent 

letters to their patrons. But except for the better known narratives, such 

as those by Radisson, Tonty, Champlain, La Salle, La Clerq, Laval, and 

Hennepin, few have been readily accessible. The fact that the Jesuits 

systematically published their reports from New France for forty-one 

consecutive years in the mid-17th century meant there was a body of 

readily available information. The Thwaltes edition made all this material 

available in English translation. Further, the "allied documents" stretched 

the period to nearly two-hundred years, thus encompassing the entire 

sway of France in North America. 

The Impulse which guided the first relations was the counsel of 

Ignatius Loyola, founder of the Jesuits, that members of the Order 

communicate frequently with each other, especially when long distances 

should separate them. No doubt this was the Impulse obeyed by Father 



Paul Le Jeune whose letter of August 28, 1632 ~ written in a deep forest 

eight hundred leagues from Quebec ~ became the first of what may be 

properly called the "Jesuit Relations of North America." Though his object 

was merely to report to his superiors, the Jesuit superior apparently 

thought that publishing Le Jeune's report might counteract criticism of the 

Jesuit missions In New France. 

The Jesuits already knew such publicity could be a useful tool. Father 

Pierre Blard's report, covering his missionary activities during 1613 and 

1614, was first circulated only among Jesuits In Its Latin original. 

Translated Into French and published at Lyons In 1618, Blard's Relation de 

la Nouvelle France proved effective In refuting charges that the Jesuits 

had been responsible for the loss of Port Royal and Saint Sauveur. Blard's 

account and a private letter of Father Charles Lalement were published In 

France In 1618 and 1627, respectively. In order to make the doings of the 

Jesuit missionaries In North America better known, and so It Is not 

surprising that Le Jeune's superior should consider publishing that 

missionary's report. 

The firm of Sebastlen Cramolsy brought out the Le Jeune letter In 

1632 as the first of what came to be a forty-one volume duodecimo series 

Issued annually from 1632 until 1673. It Is these 41 Cramolsy volumes 

that are properly called the "North American Jesuit Relations" with Blard's 

report and Lalement's letter being the first two of what are called the 

"allied documents." Though Le Jeune's report was framed for a Jesuit 

audience, those fashioned from 1633 onward were prepared for public 
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consump t i on .  Typ i ca l l y ,  the  super i or  res id ing  a t  Quebec  wou l d  col l ect  the  

repor t s  of  the  m i ss i onar i es  In  the  f ie ld  and  edi t  t hem ,  pe rhaps  add ing  a  

genera l  Int roduct ion  be fore  send i ng  t hem  to  the  prov inc i a l  super i or  a t  

Pa r i s ,  whe r e  they  wou l d  be  ed i ted  aga i n ,  genera l l y  by  someone  f am i l i ar  

w i t h  l i fe  on  the  m i ss i on  s t a t i ons ,  be fore  be ing  sent  to  C r amo l sy  for  

pub l i ca t ion.  Whe r e  the  re l at ion  Is  ac tua l l y  a  col l at ion  of  the  repor t s  of  

severa l  of  the  m i ss i onar i es  In  the  f i e ld.  I t  appea rs  unde r  the  super ior 's  

na m e .  O t he r w i se  I t  Is  the  m i ss i ona ry  h i mse l f  whos e  na m e  appears  a t  the  

top .  

I t  wou l d  be  shor t -s i ght ed  to  v i ew  the  re l a t ions  sol e l y  as  documen t s  

concoc t ed  to  I mpr ess  the  pub l i c  and  just i fy  the  f inanc i a l  cont r ibut ions  

wh i ch  suppor t ed  the  Nor th  Ame r i can  m i ss i ons .  Bu t  cer ta in l y  the  read ing  

publ i c  w a s  a f f ec t ed .  Mdr e  Mar i e  de  L ' l ncama t l on ,  Made l e i ne  de  la  Pe l t r l e ,  

Ma l sonneuve ,  and  others  a t t es t ed  to  the  Inf luence  of  the  re l a t ions  In  

persuad i ng  t hem  to  com e  to  Nor th  Ame r i ca .  Law r ence  C .  W r o t h ,  l ibrar i an  

of  the  John  Car t e r  B r own  Co l l ec t i on ,  e loquent l y  summa r i z ed  the  mu l t i p l e  

e f f ec t s  of  the  ser i es :  

A t  the  beg inn ing  of  I ts  per iod  of  pub l i ca t i on ,  1632 ,  R i che l i eu  
s tood  In  h igh  author i t y ;  a t  the  end ,  1673 ,  w a s  Co l ber t .  In  th i s  
per i od ,  pol i t i ca l  F rance  w a s  beg inn ing  to  look  w i t h  mo r e  than  
casua l  a t tent ion  a t  I ts  anc i ent  and  much  neg l ec t ed  co l ony .  Unde r  
these  pecu l i ar  cond i t i ons ,  the  F rench  Jesu i t s  mus t  have  rea l i zed  
the  I mpor t ance  of  the i r  Re l a t i ons  as  the  so l e  chron i c l e ,  regu l ar l y  
pub l i shed ,  of  F rench  Imper i a l  expans i on .  F r om  var i ous  sources  
they  mus t  have  rece i ved  encour agemen t  for  the  cont i nuance  of  a  
ser i es  of  nar ra t i ves  so  exc i t ing  as  these  to  nat iona l  pr ide  and  
nat iona l  asp i ra t i on ,  car ry ing  a  message  of  grow i ng  I mpor t ance  to  
me r chan t s  In  the i r  count i ng  houses ,  to  m e mbe r s  of  the  char t ered  
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companies, to colonial officials, and to politicians at an 
awakened court. Learned men themselves, never Inhumanly 
detached from the Intellectual Interests of the world, the 
members of the Society could not but appreciate also the unusual 
service of the Relations in the diffusion of geographical and 
ethnological data. In addition, therefore, to the primary motive 
of publication there existed several reasons of force and variety 
for the printing of this series of narratives freshly come each 
year from the forests and rivers and grim litt le cities of New 
France, distant land of material enterprise and of adventure in 
realms of the spirit. ("Introduction," James C. M Ĉoy, Jesuit 
R ÎOMqn? Qf Cqpq<iq, 16?2-167?: A 8<t>li9grqphy (Paris: Arthur 
Rau, 1937), pp. vi-vii.) 

The Relations proper, that is the Cramoisy series, ceased publication 

in 1673, due largely to acrimonious debate which arose concerning the 

Jesuits' China mission. Whereas the Jesuits in New France resisted the 

tendency of the Amerinds to adapt the Christian religion to their own 

culture, Jesuits in China deliberately sought to divorce Catholicism from 

its European background and adapted the externals of ritual to Chinese 

culture. Father Matteo Ricci even went so far as to become a Mandarin. 

This syncretism occasioned such bitterness at Rome that Pope Clement X 

prohibited publication of any further missionary relations by the Jesuits 

without Vatican approval. Realizing that their own government would take 

a dim view of such a procedure and would likely ban any publication which 

the Vatican had already approved, the French Jesuits ended publication of 

the series with the volume Issued in 1673. St i l l , reports continued to be 

submitted to the superior at Paris and were housed in the Jesuit archives 

at College de Louis-le-Grand until 1762 when the Jesuits were expelled 

from France by Louis XV. Though many of the records were thus destroyed. 
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the Jesuit librarian. Father Gabriel Brotier, nnanaged to save some of the 

hundred years' of relations which had come to the archives since the 

suspension of the Cramoisy series. These he brought to the Jesuit 

headquarters in Rome. 

Meanwhile, from 1702 until 1776 various Jesuit editors managed to 

circumvent the Vatican prohibition by publishing a thirty-four volumes 

series, l^Wm ^^ifiqrUe? et CMneM$gs Eprit? (Jg? Mi??lQn9 gtrgng^r^s. 

Mostly, these related to the far eastern missions, but seven of the letters 

were from missionaries in North America were later included among the 

allied documents of the Thwaites edition. And what of the documents 

saved from the College de Louis-le-Grand by Brotier? After the Jesuits 

returned to France in 1809 the "Fonds Brotier," as it came to be known, 

was returned to France and housed at Sainte- Genevieve, the residence of 

the provincial superior in Pahs. With the second expulsion of the Order 

from France In 1901, the Fonds Brotier, by that time 199 bound volumes, 

twenty-six of them pertaining to North America, was sent to Canterbury 

and later to a seminary on the island of Jersey. Since the end of World War 

II this collection has remained at the archives of the French Jesuits in 

Chantilly. 

As for the documents that Brotier could not save at Louis-le-Grand 

in 1762, many had duplicates at the archives of the Jesuit Order in Rome. 

The world-wide suppression of the Jesuits by Clement XIV in 1773, 

however, meant that some of this archival material was lost. The 

restoration of the Order in 1814 allowed Jesuit librarians to reassemble 
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the archives. But they were confiscated by Victor Emmanuel In 1873. 

That they were housed In the same building in Rome where the Jesuits had 

kept them accounts for the fact that they remained relatively intact, yet 

they were inaccessible to researchers until 1929. 

Nineteenth-century Interest in the Jesuit Relations was sparked by 

the Episcopal bishop, William Ingraham Kip. His compilation and 

translation of the Lettres ^difiantes was published in 1846 as Earli^ Jesuit 

Missions in North America. A year later, Edmund Bailey O'Callaghan 

published an article on the Jesuit Relations in the Proceedings of the New 

York Historical Society. In 1870-71, O'Callaghan reprinted seven allied 

documents which predate the Cramoisy series. This renewed Interest 

resulted in collectors searching for the original Cramoisy volumes and 

related documents on the Jesuit missions in North America, with James 

Lenox and John Carter Brown amassing the largest collections. Though 

Wroth tells us that "save for certain special years, the l itt le volumes are 

not so rare as f i rst supposed" (M^Coy, p. v i i i ) , Francis Parkman complains 

in the preface to The Jesuits in North America (1867) that he could not 

find a complete set of the Cramoisy volumes in the United States. 

The Jesuit archives in Montreal were reassembled by Father Felix 

Martin after the return of the Jesuits to that country In 1842 from an 

exile which had officially begun with the suppression of the Order in 1773, 

but had been held in abeyance by the Bishop of Quebec until the last Jesuit 

in Canada died in 1800. The Government of Canada sent Father Martin to 

France to research the sources of Canadian history. He published the 



entire Cranrtolsy series In 1858 In three large octavo volunries and brought 

out a two-volume collection of Relations Inedltes In 1861, covenng the 

reports submitted betwen 1672 and 1679. Martin's protege, the ex-Jesuit 

John Gllmary Shea, unearthed many previously unpublished relations and 

allied documents. Between 1857 and 1866, Shea published his own 

Xramoisy Series" ~ twenty-five slim volumes of allied documents set In 

type which closely resembled that of the original series. Abbes C. H. 

Laverdlere and H. R. Casgrain brought out Journal des Jesultes at Quebec in 

1871, which documented the establishment of the Xavier Mission near 

Montreal in 1668. At this period, also, a long l ist of other works came out. 

Including memoirs by Champlain, Hennepin, and Radlsson. Interest in the 

topic remained strong throughout this period. Indeed, in the centennial 

year Francis Parkman was able to persuade the U. S. Congress to subsidize 

publication, in French, of Pierre Margry's six-volume history of French 

exploration in North America Parkman published his own seven-volume 

series, France and England In North America, between 1865 and 1892. 

It was In this flurry of historical publishing that the self-educated 

historian Reuben Gold Thwaltes was able to gather a staff of translators 

to compile The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents. To the seventy-one 

volumes of text was appended a meticulously constructed two-volume 

Index compiled by James Alexander Robertson and Emma Blair. In addition, 

Thwaltes recruited Victor Hugo Paltsit to compose the "Bibliographical 

Data" sections, thus carrying forward the work of previous bibliographers, 

notably the hand-list composed by James Lenox and Henri Harrisse's Notes 

DOur servir a rHIstoire de la Nouvelle France (1872). The Cleveland 
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publishing house of Burrows Brothers brought out the collection between 

1896 and 1901, issuing only 750 sets. In 1959, the Pageant Book Company 

of New York reissued the entire work in double volumes but limited 

production to 500 sets. If that total of 1,250 sets were all, then surely 

research would be hampered. Fortunately, the 73-volume Thwaites edition 

is now on microfilm, as are the original Cramoisy volumes. Sheas new 

Cramoisy series, and the 1861 Relations Ineites. 

Like the original Cramoisy series, the Thwaites edition follows a 

chronological order, with the first seven volumes containing pre-Cramoisy 

relations starting in 1610 and the seventy-first volume carrying the 

narratives through 1791. The English translation, is printed facing the 

original text, usually French but sometimes Latin or Italian. For the 

convenience of those who want a solid introduction without the 

commitment that perusal of the whole sevety-one volumes of text might 

dictate, a one-volume selection, edited by Edna Kenton, was published by 

Albert and Charles Boni Company in 1925 and reprinted by Vanguard in 

1954. Kenton reprints Thwaites's introduction and includes, among other 

relations, the journals of Jacques Marquette, as well as an account of 

Marquette's death and the grand procession of thirty Illinois, Iroquois, and 

Algonquin canoes which two years later brought his bones from the 

present site of Ludington up Lake Michigan to be burled at St. Ignace. A 

one-volume Canadian paperback, edited by S. R. Mealing and published by 

McClelland and Stewart (Toronto, 1963) contains some of the relations 

found in the Kenton edition, as well as others of more directly Canadian 

interest. Both the Kenton and the Mealing editions are, sadly, out of print. 
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In his introduction Thwaites offers a vivid picture of the compilers of 

these narratives: 

Many of the Relations were written in Indian camps, amid chaos 
of distractions. Insects innumerable tormented the journalists, 
they were immersed in scenes of squalor and degradation, over-
come by fatigue and lack of proper sustenance, often suffering 
from wounds and disease, maltreated in a hundred ways by hosts 
who, at times, might more properly be called jailers; and not 
seldom had savage superstition risen to such a height that to be 
seen making a memorandum was certain to arouse the ferocious 
enmity of the band We gain from his pages a vivid picture of 
life in the primeval forest, as he lived it.' 

Thwaites adds that we have in these Relations "our first competent 

account of the Red Indian, at a time when relatively uncontaminated by 

contact with Europeans." 

The Jesuits of New France operated seven mission territories 

stretching from Cape Breton to Louisiana. For our purposes in exploring 

the Midwest in the Relations, two of these are Important. The Huron or 

Wyandot mission was located in what today is central Ontario between 

Lake Simcoe and Georgian Bay. Eastward toward Lake Huron were the 

Hurons, known to the French as the Tobacco Nation, and between Lake 

Huron and Lake Erie lived the Petun Hurons. The Ottawa mission 

encompassed the tribes west of Lake Huron ~ the Ottawas and 

Pottawattomles of lower Michigan; the Mlamis and Eries of Ohio; the 

western Pottawattomles north of the Kankakee River and the Illinois to 

the South; the Western Sioux near Prairie du Chlen; the eastern band west 

9 



and north of St. Anthony Falls; the Christinos north of Lake Superior; the 

Hurons, Ottawas, and Chippewas in the vicinity of Sault Ste. Marie, Point 

St. Ignace, and Michillinrjakinac; and the Assiniboines further west at Lake 

of the Woods. In this area also were the Chippewas north and east of St. 

Anthony Falls, the Winnebagos and Foxes near Green Bay, the 

Pottawattonnies along the western shore of Lake Michigan, the Mascoutins 

of central Wisconsin, and the Kickapoos to their west. That this area of 

more than 350,000 square miles should be traversed by only 320 

single-minded individuals traveling on foot and by canoe, only rarely by 

horse, is a feat worthy of wonder. 

It is difficult to comprehend the whole collection of these 238 

narratives. Even the narratives touching in some way on the Midwest are 

quite a formidable body of texts. I have, therefore, selected twelve 

important Midwestern narratives composed by eight of the missionaries. 

They run from Marquette's account of his first voyage on the Mississippi, 

composed in 1674, to two letters of Father Louis Vivier, written from the 

land of the Illinois in 1750. From these texts I have extracted passages 

which deal most directly with the Midwest: the dense forests and lush 

vegetation and plentiful game, the midwestem landscape, and the 

character of the natives, whom they called Savages ~ Sauvages. Here, as 

elsewhere, they reveal their own ethnocentrism. Yet sauvage is badly 

translated as savage. Or rather, in English it has taken on prejudicial 

connotations. The French denotes a person of the woodlands. In this 

respect, the term was no more prejudicial than the one used by the Spanish 

~ Indies. Indeed, by referring to the natives in terms of their habits of 
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l i fe  ra ther  than  the  locat ion  of  the i r  l ands  w i t h  respec t  to  Europe ,  as  the  

Span i sh  t enn  I mp l i es ,  the  French  wo r d  h ints  a t  human  per fect ibi l i ty  wh i l e  

the  Span i sh  lusts  a f t er  the  grand  des ign  of  emp i r e .  St i l l ,  the  F rench  

Jesu i t s  did  not  ca l l  the  na t i ves  s i mp l y  ho m m e s .  excep t  In  connec t i on  w i t h  

sauvage .  Noi r  d id  they  ca l l  t hem  gens ,  as  they  wou l d  ca l l  F rench  peop l e .  

A s  a  fur ther  Ind i cat ion  of  the  cas t  of  thought  they  brought  w i t h  t hem .  

I t  w i l l  be  not ed  tha t  they  of t en  compa r e  the  c l i ma t e  and  l andscape  to  tha t  

of  Europe .  In  pa r t ,  th i s  Ind i ca tes  me r e l y  the i r  consc i ousness  of  a  European  

aud i ence .  Bu t  I t  a l so  Ind i ca tes  tha t  F rench  ca t egor i es  of  thought  we r e  

be ing  I mposed  on  the  Nor th  Ame r i can  exper i ence .  A t  t i mes ,  the  w i sh  

s e e ms  f a ther  to  the  thought  as  the i r  norma l l y  keen  powe r s  of  observa t i on  

subs i de  and  they  d i scover  wha t  they  had  expec t ed  ra ther  than  wha t  Is  

the re ,  as  when  Fa ther  Grav l er  sees  a  crocod i l e  on  the  l owe r  M i ss i ss i pp i ,  or  

when  Fa ther  V i v i er  c l a i ms  tha t  t igers  r oam  the  pra i r i e  groves ,  or  when  

Fa ther  Ma r es t ,  unab l e  to  conce i ve  the  vas t  expanse  of  the  cont i nent ,  

guesses  tha t  the  source  of  the  M i ssour i  R i ver  mus t  be  c lose  to  the  Span i sh  

s i l ver  m i nes  of  Mex i co .  

For  the  mos t  pa r t ,  these  Jesu i t s  we r e  keen  observers  of  the i r  

env i ronmen t ,  enthus i as t i c  about  the i r  wo r k  even  In  the  f ace  of  the  

d i sappo i n t men t  wh i ch  the i r  sma l l  ga i ns  mus t  have  occas i oned ,  and  

generous  in  the i r  assessmen t  of  those  w h o m  they  had  come  to  save .  W e  

f ind  here  none  of  the  ar rogant  insens i t i v i ty  of t en  accompan i es  m i ss i ona ry  

endeavor ,  but  Ins t ead  an  Int ense  Interes t  in  the  na t i ve  be l i e fs  and  r i tua l s .  

Nor  do  w e  f ind  fa l se  sent i ment a l i t y  or  fool i sh  p i e t y .  These  we r e  s t rong  
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men who worked hard. Most of thenri died early, often fronn overwork, 

sometimes at the hands of those they only wished to serve. Father du 

Poisson, after only three years in North America, was killed by Indians at 

Natchez when he was thirty-eight. Father Aulneau was killed by the Sioux 

at Massacre Island in Lake-of-the-Woods after only two years in America. 

He was thirty-one. Father Marquette, despite his many achievements, 

including the discovery of the course of the Mississippi River, was only 

thirty-eight when he died. Father Binneteau was thirty-nine. Father Vivier 

forty-two, and Father Marest fifty-two. Only two of the missionaries 

whose relations are here excerpted lived into normal old age. Father 

Gravier died at fifty-seven and Father de Carheil, after sixty years in 

North America, died at Quebec at the age of ninety-three. 

Excerpts From Nine Importent Midwestern Relations 

Note: The three texts relating to Jacques Marquette listed below have not 

been excerpted because they are available in the one-volume Kenton 

selection available in any good library. 

Le premier voyage qu'a fait Le P. Marquette vers le nouveau Mexique et 
comment s'en est forme le dessein (Jacques Marquette, Baye des Puants, 
1674). Vol.59: 86-183. 

Journal incomplet, adresse au R.P. Claude Dablon, supeheur des Mission 
(Jacques Marquette, n.p. 116751). Vol. 59: 164-183. 

Recit du second voyage et de la mort du P. Jacques Marquette (Claude 
Dablon [Quebec, 16771). Vol.59: 184-211. 
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D O C .  ̂ 1 7 2 ,  Let ter  of  Fr .  Ju l  i  en  B i nne teau  f r om  the  Count ry  of  
the  I l l ino is,  Janua ry ,  1699 .  Vo l . 65 :  6 4 - 7 7 .  

" . . .  spend i ng  the  w i n t e r  w i t h  a  por t ion  of  our  savages  who  are  sca t t ered  
abou t .  I  have  recent l y  been  w i t h  the  Tama r o i s ,  to  v is i t  a  band  of  t hem  on  
the  bank  of  one  of  the  l arges t  r i ve rs  in  the  wor l d  ~  wh i ch ,  for  th i s  r eason ,  
w e  cal l  the  M i ss i ss ipp i  or  " the  grea t  r i ve r . "  Mor e  than  seven  hundred  
l eagues  of  i t  have  been  found  to  be  nav i gab l e ,  w i t hou t  d i scover ing  i ts  
source  '  

The r e  i s  a  very  grea t  d i f f erence  be t ween  th i s  c l i ma t e  and  tha t  of  Quebec ,  
—-  whe r e  the  co ld  l as ts  a  long  t i me ,  and  a  grea t  quant i t y  of  snow  fa l l s ;  
whe r eas  he r e ,  as  a  ru l e ,  the  snow  r ema i ns  but  a  very  shor t  t i me .  W e  have  
hard l y  fe l t  the  co ld  dur ing  the  who l e  mon t h  of  January . '  

' V i nes  c l i mb  al l  a round  the  t r ees ,  up  to  the i r  tops  the  grapes  are  w i l d  and  
are  not  near l y  as  good  as  those  of  F rance .  The r e  are  an  inf ini te  numbe r  of  
nu t -  and  p l um- t r ees  of  var i ous  k i nds ;  a l so  som e  sma l l  app l es .  W e  f ind  
here  t wo  other  k i nds  of  f rui t  t rees  tha t  are  not  known  in  F rance ;  they  are  
Ass i m i nes  and  P i ak i m i nes .  [ pawpaw  and  pe r s i mmon ]  The i r  f rui t  i s  good .  
W e  in  th i s  count ry  go  w i t hou t  al l  our  o ther  de l i c ious  f rui ts  of  F r ance .  
G a m e  is  p l ent i fu l ,  such  as  ducks ,  geese ,  s w ans ,  c r anes ,  turkeys .  O x ,  bea r ,  
and  dee r  furn i sh  the  subs tant i a l  mea t s  tha t  w e  ea t  in  the  ga m e  count ry .  
The  ox  of  these  reg ions  is  of  a  b l ack i sh  b r own ,  and  is  the  an i ma l  ca l l ed  
'buf fa lo'  in  Europe ;  i t  has  a  l arge  hump  on  nape  of  the  neck ,  and  very  th i ck  
ha i r ,  l i ke  the  woo l  of  our  sheep  in  F rance ;  th i s  ma k e s  good  bed-cover ings . "  

T h e  w o m e n  a l one  t i l l  the  so i l ,  and  sow ;  they  do  thi s  carefu l l y  and  
consequent l y  the  c o m  Is  very  f ine  and  abundan t .  The  id l eness  of  the  m en  
is  the  cause  of  al l  the i r  debauche r y ,  and  of  the i r  avers ion  to  the  Chr i s t i an  
re l ig ion.  Ba l l s  are  he ld  he r e ,  as  in  F rance ;  wh i l e  in  a  cab in  the  dance rs  
mov e  abou t  to  the  cadence  of  som e  k ing  of  d r um ,  you  hea r ,  on  the  o ther  
hand ,  som e  old  w o m e n  s ing ing. '  

•|  a m  a l mos t  forge t t ing  to  tel l  you  of  our  ga rdens .  One  of  the i r  f ines t  
o rnamen t s  is  wha t  w e  cal l  the  wa t e r me l on ,  wh i ch  g r ows  to  an  
ex t raord inary  s i ze .  I t  has  a  very  swee t  t as t e ,  and  d i f fers  f rom  our  me l ons  
because  i t  does  not  turn  ye l l ow .  These  me l ons  are  ea t en  w i t hou t  sa l t ,  and  
are  ha r m l ess  even  when  ea t en  in  quant i t i es . "  
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Doc. • I ? ? Fr. de Corheil, 1702 at nichilimokinac. 
Vol.65: 189-253. 

He laments that Frenchmen have sold brandy to the Indians and thus 
exposed the missionaires to "acts of brutality and violence; of injustice 
and impiety; of lewd and shameless conduct; of contempt and insults" and 
threatens that if the King doesn't stop the traffic in brandy the Jesuits 
will abandon their missions. The solution is "to abolish completely the 
two infamous sorts of Commerce which have brought the missions to the 
brink of destruction The first is the Commerce in brandy; the second 
is the Commerce of the savage women with the French." He remonstrates 
that the French garrisons are the root of the problem: These, far from 
being necessary, are, on the contrary, so pericious that we can truly say 
that they are the greatest scourge of our missions; for they serve but to 
injure both the ordinary trade of the voyageurs and the advancement of the 
faith." 

He accuses the commandant and the soldiers of the garrison of reducing 
their service tot he King to four chief occupations: keeping a tavern to 
sell brandy; going from post to post selling brandy along the way; "Making 
of their fort a place that I am ashamed to call by its proper name, where 
the women have found out that their bodies might serve in lieu of 
merchandise and would be sti l l better received than Beaver-skins;" and 
gambling accompanied often "by the general Intoxication of all the 
players." 

Later he claims that "all the prostitues of Montreal" journey back and forth 
between there and Michilimakinac. 
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Doc. ^175 Ralatlon or Journal of Gravier of Journey from 
Country of the Il l inois to mouth of Mississippi (1701). 
Vol .65: 100-179. 

Left Chikagoua Sept. 8, 1700, 68 days to Ft. Mississippi. Laments that 
much time was lost on this journey because the Frenchmen manning the 
canoes Insisted on landing to shoot 'the wild oxen that abound along the 
River, almost all of which are left to be eaten by the wolves." He 
comments they did the same with bears. 

'We saw so great a number of wood pigeons that the sky was quite hidden.' 

Of the calumet: There Is nothing among these Indians that is more 
mysterious or more reverenced. No such honors are paid to the crowns and 
scepters of Kings as those that they pay to It. It seems to be the God of 
Peace and war, the arbiter of l ife and death. If suffers for one to carrij 
and to show it, to walk in safety in the midst of Enemies, who in the 
hottest of the Fight lay down their weapons when it is displayed. That Is 
why the Illinois gave one to the late Father Marquette, as a safeguard 
among the tribes of the Mississippi. "There is one Calumet for Peace and 
one for war,and they are distinguished solely by the Color of the feathers 
that adorn them. Red is the sign of war. They use it also to terminate 
their quarrels, to strengthen their allainces and to speak to strangers. It 
is a sort of pipe for smoking tobacco, made from a red stone polished like 
marble, and bored out in such a manner that one end serves for holding the 
tobacco, while the other f i ts up on a stem. The latter consists of a hollow 
stick two feel long as large as an ordinary cane. Hence the French have 
called It 'calumet,' from a corruption of the word Chalumeau, because it 
resembles that Instrument ~ or, rather, a long flute. It is ornamented 
with the heads or necks of various birds, whose plummage is very 
handsome. They also add long feathers of red, green, or other colors with 
which it is entirely covered. They esteem it chiefly because they look 
upon it as the Calumet or Pipe of the sun; and, in fact, they offer it to the 
sun to smoke when they wish to obtain a Calm, or ruin, or fine weather. 
They scruple to bathe at the beginning of the Hot weather, or to eat new 
fruit, before they have danced the calument ~ that means that the Chief, 
holding it in his hands, sings airs to which the others respond, while 
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dancing and making nneasured gestures to thesound of certain instruments 
shaped like small drums.' 

"Our people killed a Crocodile, three brasses long. This is an animal of the 
color of a Toad, shaped like a Lizard. It is often found on land, and, though 
it walks very slowly, no one approaches it unless he is well-armed — To 
see it, and hear it gnash its teeth, frightens one. It is said that the tongue 
is good to eat, but I have never had the curiosity to taste any of it, or any 
other part of the body, which most of the Savages consider a great treat.' 

'I found Piaklmina-trees IPersimmonsl loaded with fruit, and many 
Coupal-trees that yielded gum. We passed on our Route through canes that 
were 40 feet high, and thick as one's arm. The stalks of the com are more 
than 15 or 20 feet high, as are also the sunflowers, and thick in 
proportion.' 

Of the Tonicas dwelling at the mouth of the Yazoo River: They are very 
docile; polygamy is rare among them; but their caprice and the custom of 
the country authorize divorce for almost nothing, ~ the result being that 
the village is but little populated, and I hardly saw any children there. The 
girls are not lewd or bold, as among the Natchies and Taensa The men 
here do what the peasants do in France; they ti l l and hoe the soil; they sow 
and harvest; they cut wood, and bring it to the cabin; they dress the skins 
of Deer and of oxen, when they have any The women do only household 
work, and make the earthe vessels and their clothes The Natchies 
were far from being as docile as the Tounika. They are polygamous, 
thievish, and Very depraved ~ the girls and women being even more so 
than the men and boys, among whom a great reformation must be effected 
before anything can be expected from them. The customs of the Taensas, 
who speak the same language, are the same.' 

Natches custom of killing wives and children of dead chief in ritual 
funeral: 'When Monsieur de Montignl, who has left this country to go to 
Siam, was informed of their custom, he made them promise to put no more 
people to death.' 

"The Women are all very neatly clad, and are decently covered — Most of 
them have black teath, which is considered beautiful among them; they 
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blacken them by chewing the ashes of tobacco mixed with wood ashes, and 
rubbing them with these every morning." 

'Since we have left the Natches, we have lived only on Indian com with a 
few Squashes ~ For It Is a long time since either wild oxen. Deer, or bears 
have been seen In this quarter; and. If we have found a few bustards or 
wild turkeys they have been so lean that they were as tasteless as wood. 
This has caused our Canoemen very often to sigh for the River of the 
Illinois, and the beauty of the country and of the landing places; and for 
the numbers of wild oxen and Deer, and all kinds of fat and excellent 
Game." 

Doc. * 187 Marest, C a s c a s k i a s 1712 ( I l l i n o i s ) . 
V o l . 6 6 : 2 1 8 - 2 9 5 

"What Is heard every day In Europe of those Immense Countries studded 
with Towns and Villages, In which an Innumerable multitude of Idolaters 
present themselves In crowds to the zeal of the Missionaries, would give 
room to believe tha things here are upon the same footing. Such Is very far 
from being the f a c t . . . ; In a great extent of Country, scarcely three or 
four Villages are found. Our life Is passed In threading dense forests. In 
climbing mountains. In crossing lakes and rivers In canoes, that we may 
overtake some poor Savage who Is fleeing from us, and whom we do not 
know how to render less savage by either our words or our attentions. 
Nothing Is more difficult than the conversion of these Savages We 
must f i rst make men of them, and afterward work to make them 
Christians." 

Their spirit of self-reliance "enslaves them to the most brutal 
passions From this Independence springs every sort of vice that rules 
them. They are Indolent, traitorous, fickle, and Inconstant; deceitful, and 
naturally thievish, ~ so much so as to boast of their skil l In stealing; 
brutal, and without honor; taciturn; capable of doing everything when you 
are liberal toward them, but at the same time thankless and ungrateful 
Gluttony and the love of pleasure are, above al l , the vices most dominant 
among our Savages; they are habituated to the most Indecent acts before 
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they are even old enough to know a ll the shame that is connected with 
them. If you add to this the wandering l ife that they lead in the forests in 
pursuit of wild beasts, you wi l l easily admit that reason must be greatly 
brutalized in these people ' 

•Qur Illinois habitat is a very pleasant country The great rivers which 
water i t , thg vast and dense forests, the delightful prairies, the hi l ls 
covered with very thick woods . . . . Although this Country is further South 
than Provence, the winter here is longer; the cold weather, however, is 
somewhat mitigated. During summer the heat is less scorching: the a ir is 
cooled by the forests and by the number of rivers, lakes, and ponds with 
which the country is Intersected . . . . All the plains and prairies are 
overspred with oxen, roebucks, hinds, stags, and other wild beasts. There 
Is a st i l l greater abundance of small game. We find here, especially, 
multitudes of swans, cranes, bustards, and ducks; the wild oats, which 
grow freely on the plains, fatten them to such a degree that they very 
often die, their fat suffocating them. Turkeys are likewise found here in 
abundance, and they are as good as those of France.' 

The Missouri is "one of the most beautiful rivers in the worid It Is 
extremely rapid, and i t discolors the beautiful water of the Mississippi, 
which flows from this point to the Sea. The Missouri comes from the 
Northwest, not far from the mines which the Spaniards have in Mexico, and 
is very serviceable to the French who travel in that country. "  

"The swamps are filled with roots, some of which are excellent, as are the 
potatoes and others, of which it is useless to note here the barbarous 
names. The trees are very ta l l and very fine, there is one to which has 
been given the name of cedar of Lebanon; it is a lofty, very straight tree, 
which shoots out Its branches only at the top, where they form a sort of 
crown. The copal is another tree, from which issues a gum that diffuses 
an odor as agreeable as that of incense. "  

" Fruit-trees are not very numerous here; we find apple-trees and wild 
plum-trees that would perhaps produce good fruit, if they were grafted; 
there are many mulberry-trees, of which the fruit is not so large as those 
in France and there are different kinds of nut-trees. The pecans (i t is thus 
that the fruit of one of the nut-trees is called) have a better flavor than 
our nuts in France. Peach trees from the Mississippi have been brought to 
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us ;  they  com e  in  very  good  cond i t i on.  Bu t  annong  the  f rui ts  of  the  Count ry  
those  wh i ch  seenrt  to  m e  the  bes t ,  and  wh i ch  wou l d  cer ta in l y  be  
apprec i a t ed  in  F r ance ,  are  the  P i ak i m i na  and  the  Racem i na  I pe r s i mmon  and  
pa wpa w ]  W e  a l so  have  gr apes ,  but  they  are  on l y  indi f ferent l y  good. '  

' I t  s e e ms  tha t  a  Count ry  as  beaut i fu l  and  as  ex t ens i ve  as  th i s  ought  to  be  
overspread  w i t h  we l l -popu l a t ed  V i l l ages  '  

T h e  I l l inois  are  much  l ess  barbarous  than  o ther  Savages ;  Chr i s t i an i ty  and  
i nt ercourse  w i t h  the  French  have  by  degrees  c i v i l i zed  t hem  These  
Savages  do  not  l ack  inte l l igence ;  they  are  natura l l y  inqu i s i t i ve ,  and  turn  a  
j oke  in  a  fa i r ly  i ngen ious  m a nn e r '  

T h e  j ourneys  tha t  are  m ade  in  th i s  Count ry  ought  not  to  be  compa r ed  w i t h  
those  tha t  you  m a k e  in  Europe .  You  f i nd ,  f r om  t i me  to  t i me .  Town s  and  
V i l l ages ,  houses  to  rece i ve  you ,  br i dges  or  boa t s  for  cross ing  r i vers ,  
bea t en  pa ths  wh i ch  conduc t  you  to  your  des t i na t i on ,  and  peop l e  w ho  put  
you  on  the  r ight  w a y  i f  you  are  go ing  as t ray .  He re  there  is  noth ing  of  tha t ;  
w e  have  t rave l ed  for  t we l ve  days  w i t hou t  mee t i ng  a  s ingl e  sou l .  
Some t i mes  w e  have  been  on  pra i r i es  s t re tch ing  as  f ar  as  the  eye  cou ld  
r each ,  i nt ersec ted  by  brooks  and  r i vers ,  w i t hou t  f inding  any  pa th  wh i ch  
cou ld  gu ide  us ;  some t i mes  i t  has  been  necessa ry  for  us  to  open  a  passage  
through  dense  fores t s ,  m i l d  th i cke ts  f i l led  w i t h  br i ars  and  thorns ;  a t  other  
t i mes  w e  have  had  to  go  through  ma r shes  abound i ng  in  m i r e ,  in  wh i ch  w e  
some t i mes  sank  wa i s t -deep . "  

' M i ch i l l i mak inac  is  s i tua ted  be t ween  t wo  l arge  l akes ,  into  wh i ch  other  
l akes  and  m any  r i vers  emp t y .  For  th i s  reason  th i s  v i l l age  is  the  genera l  
resor t  [ I 'abord  ord ina i re]  of  the  F r enchmen  and  of  the  Savages ;  and  i t  i s  the  
cent er  of  near l y  al l  the  fur  t rade  of  the  count ry  . . . .  The  wa t e r ,  wh i ch  
cons t i tut es  the  cha r m  of  the  p l ace  in  s u m m e r ,  renders  a  so j ourn  here  
dur ing  the  w i n t e r  very  dreary  and  very  mono t onous . '  

Th i s  is  wha t  w e  cal l  mak i ng  a  por t age :  The  canoes  tha t  are  used  for  
nav iga t i on  in  th i s  Coun t r y ,  be ing  on l y  of  ba r k ,  are  very  l ight ,  a l though  they  
car ry  as  much  as  a  sha l l op .  When  the  canoe  has  car r i ed  us  a  long  t i me  on  .  
the  wa t e r ,  w e ,  in  our  turn ,  car ry  i t  on  the  l and ,  in  order  to  reach  ano the r  
r i ver ;  and  tha t  is  wha t  w e  did  in  th i s  p l ace .  W e  f i rst  t ranspor t ed  al l  tha t  
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was in the canoe . . . then we carried our canoe thither. We were only two 
days in making this portage, which was a league and a half long.' 

"Besides the beauty of the place, we also have salt-springs in the 
neighborhood, which are of great benefit to us. Cows have just been 
brought to us which will render us the same service in tillage that the 
oxen render in France. We have tried to tame the wild oxen, but we have 
never succeeded.' 

Doc. *199 duPoisson, Akansas, 1726. Val. 67: 248-263. 

" ... the Mississippi presents to the traveler nothing beautiful, nothing 
exceptional, save itself: nothing mars it but the continuous forest on both 
sides, and the frightful solitude In which a person is during the whole 
voyage.' 

Their dances, as you may well imagine, are somewhat odd; but the 
precision with which they maric the time is as surprising as the 
contortions and efforts that they make.' 

'In fact, to accept their calumet involves considerable expense. But even 
If I could do so, I would certainly avoid It, because there would be danger 
of their hearing me speak of Religion only from Interested motives; and 
because elsewhere we have learned by experience that the more we give 
the Savages, the less cause/  have we to be satisfied with them, as 
gratitude is a virtue of which they have not the slightest Idea.' 

"A Savage gives nothing for nothing, and we must observe the same rule 
toward them; otherwise we should be exposed to their contempt.' 
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Ooc .  ' 2 0 1  du  Po l sson ,  Akensas  1727  U o u m a l  of  44  day  journey  
on  n i 8 8 .  R .  f rom  N e w  Or leans  to  mou th  of  Ar tansas  R.I  
Vo l . 67 :  2 7 6 - 3 2 5 .  

French  in  the  area  inc lude  " wonnen  or  gi r ls  t aken  f ronn  the  hosp i t a l s  of  
Pa r i s ,  or  f rom  the  sa l i t r16re ,  or  other  p l aces  of  equa l l y  good  repu t e ,  who  
f ind  tha t  t ha l aws  of  ma r r i age  are  too  seve r e ,  and  the  managemen t  of  a  
house  too  I r ksome .  A  voyage  of  four -hundred  l eagues  does  not  ter r i fy  
these  hero i nes ;  I  a l ready  know  t wo  of  t hem  whose  adven tures  wou l d  
furn i sh  ma t er i a l  for  a  romance . "  

" . . .  the  grea t es t  tor ture  —  w i t hou t  wh i ch  every th ing  e l se  wou l d  have  been  
on l y  a  recrea t i on ,  but  wh i ch  passes  al l  be l i e f ,  and  cou ld  neve r  be  i mag i ned  
in  F rance  un l ess  i t  had  been  exper i enced  is  the  mosqu i t oes ,  the  crue l  
persecut i on  of  the  mosqu i t oes .  I  be l i eve  the  Egypt i an  p l ague  w a s  not  mo r e  
c rue l . . .  The r e  are  here  the  f raooe-d ' abord .  and  the  bru lots :  these  are  very  
sma l l  f l i es  whos e  s t ing  is  so  sharp  —  or ,  ra ther ,  so  burn ing  ~  tha t  i t  
s e e ms  as  i f  a  l i t t le  spark  had  fa l l en  on  the  par t  whe r e  they  have  s tung .  
The r e  are  gna t s ,  wh i ch  are  bru l ot s .  excep t  tha t  they  are  st i l l  sma l l e r ;  w e  
hard l y  see  t hem ,  and  they  espec i a l l y  a t t ack  the  eyes .  The r e  are  w a sos .  
there  are  gad- f l i es .  ~  in  a  wo r d ,  there  is  omne  genus  musca r um :  but  w e  
wou l d  not  speak  of  the  o the rs ,  we r e  i t  not  for  the  mosqu i t oes .  Th i s  l i t t le  
crea ture  as  caused  mo r e  swea r i ng  s ince  the  F rench  c a me  to  M i ss i ss l p i .  
than  had  been  done  be fore  tha t  t i me  In  al l  the  res t  of  the  wor l d  W e  
are  ob l iged  to  w a v e  our  handkerch i e f s  cont inua l l y ,  wh i ch  se l dom  f r ightens  
t hem  Ch i cagou .  in  order  to  m a k e  the  peop l e  of  h i s  t r ibe  compr ehend  
the  mu l t i tude  of  F r enchmen  tha t  he  had  seen ,  told  t hem  tha t  there  we r e  as  
m any  in  the  grea t  v i l l age  ( in  Par i s)  as  there  we r e  l eaves  on  the  t rees  or  
mosQu i t oes  in  the  woods . "  

' We  began  to  perce i ve  the  sand-banks ;  w e  found  on  t hem  tur t l es '  eggs ,  a  
ne w  l uxury  for  us ;  these  eggs  are  a  l i t t le  l arger  than  those  of  p i geons  and  
are  found  in  the  sand  of  the  sha l l ows ,  whe r e  the  sun  ha t ches  t hem  . . .  w e  
found  quant i t i es  of  t hem ,  and  made  t hem  ome l e t s  wh i ch  we r e  re l i shed  by  
peop l e  who  we r e  on l y  l iv ing  on  gru "  [boi led  com m e a l  mush  seasoned  w i t h  
bea r  fa t ]  
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Doc. *209 Aulnaau (Ft. St. Charlas 1736 among Chiistinos nr 
Lake Supaiior). Vol. 68: 286-305. 

'I journeyed-nearly a ll the way Ifronn northern extremity of Lake Superior 
to Fort St. Charles on foot, 300 leagues! through fire and a thick stiffling 
smoke, which country prevented us from even once catching a glimpse of 
the sun [Indians had set fire to woods to flush out game] So long a 
journey through any other country would have been diversified by a number 
of interesting features calculated to awaken one's curiousity, but a ll that 
was to be met with in this vast region was limited to lakes, rocks, 
immense forests, savages, and a few wild animals ' 

Doc. *220 Viver, Among the Illinois, June 1750. 
Vol. 69: 142-149. 

The Climate is very much like that of France, with this difference, that 
the winter here is not so long and is less continuous, and the heat in 
summer is a l itt le greater. The country in general is covered with an 
alternation of plains and forests, and is watered by very fine rivers. Wild 
cattle, deer, elk, bears, and wild turkeys abound everywhere, in a ll 
seasons, except near the inhabited portions During a portion of the 
spring, the country is overrun with swans, bustards, geese, ducks of three 
kinds, wild pigeons, and teal. There are also certain birds as large as 
hens, which are a ll called pheasants in this country, but which I would 
rather name grouse; they are not, however, equal in my opinion to the 
European grouse. I speak not of partridges or of hares, because no one 
condescends to shoot them. The plants, trees, and vegetables that have 
been brought from France or from Canada, grow fa irly well. As a rule, the 
country can produce a ll things needed to support l i fe , and even to make it 
agreeable. "  
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'Nothing but erroneous ideas are conceived of them in Europe; they are 
hardly believed to be men. This is a gross error. The Savages, and 
especially the Il l inois, are of a very gentle and sociable nature. They have 
w i t , and seem to have more than our peasants, — as much, at least , as 
most Frenchmen Most of them are capable of sustaining a 
conversation with any person... I found in them many qua lities that are 
lacking in c ivi l ized peoples.' 

The women sow the maize. As to the men, with the exception of a l i t t l e 
hunting now and then, they lead a thoroughly idle l i f e ; they chat and smoke, 
and that is a l l . As a rule, the Il l inois are very lazy and are greatly 
addicted to brandy; this is the cause of the insignificant results that we 
obtain among them.' 

Doc. *222 Vivlsr Among the Illinois, November, 1750. 
Vol. 69. 200-229. 

He decries the brandy the French have brought: Th e Savages ~  and 
especially the Il l inois, who are the gentlest and most tractable of men — 
became, wi ld beasts. They f a l l upon one another, stab with their knives 
and tear one another Many have lost their ears, and some a portion of 
the ir noses, in these tragic encounters.' 

"From the twenty-ninth to the th irty-f irst degree of latitude i t did not 
seem to me wider than the Seine in front of Rouen, but i t is inf inite ly 
deeper. As one ascends, i t becomes wider, but is shallower in propor-
tion Mississippi, in the Il l inois language, means 'the great river. "  It 
seems to have usurped the name from the Missouri. Before i ts junction 
with that river, the Mississippi is of no great size . Its current is slight, 
while the Missouri Is wider, deeper, more rapid, and takes i ts rise much 
farther away . . . . The f i rs t trave l lers who came through Canada 
discovered the Mississippi; that is the reason why the latter has acquired 
the name of "great,"  at the expense of the glory of the other.' 

23 



"Both banks of the Mississippi are bordered, throughout nearly the whole of 
i ts course, by two strips of dense forests Behind these forests the 
country is more elevated, and is Intersected by plains and groves, wherein 
the trees are almost as thinly scattered as in our public promenades 
The plains and the forests contain wi ld ca tt le , which are found In herds; 
deer, elk, and bears; a few tigers; numbers of wolves, which are much 
sma ller than those of Europe, and much less daring; wi ldcats; wi ld turkeys 
and pheasants; and other animals, less known and of sma ller size . This 
river, with a l l those that flow into i t , as we l l as the lakes, ~  of which 
there are a great number, but which, individually, are quite sma ll in 
extent, ~  are the abode of beavers; and of a prodigious number of ducks, of 
three kinds; of te a l , bustards, geese, swans, snipe; and of some other 
aquatic birds, whose names are unknown in Europe, to say nothing of the 
f ish of many kinds In which they abound."  

The Il l inois . . . climate , which is very different from that of New 
Orleans, Is almost simi lar to that of France. "  

"The soi l is f ert i l e , and vegetables of a l l kinds would grow in i t almost as 
we l l as in France, i f they were cultivated with care. Nevertheless, wheat, 
as a rule, yields only from f ive to eightfold . . . But, on the other hand, 
maize — which in France is called Turkish com ~  grows marvelously; i t 
yields more than a thousandfold The country produces three times as 
much food as can be consumed in i t . Nowhere is game more abundant. "  
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A Preliminary Finding L ist for Midwestern Topics Culled From 
the Index to the Thwaites Edition of the Jesuit Relations 

Agriculture 
The Mission Famn at Detroit - 69: 253-255, 265-269; 70: 31-3 

43-45,51-55, 67-71. 

Bay 
Green Bay 

Described ~ 54: 207; 56: 139; 59: 99. 
Nicolet - 8: 295. 
Jo l ie t i Marquette ~ 50: 322 
Indian Tribes About ~ 15: 247; 23: 325; 54: 205, 207; 

55: 103; 56: 125; 60:201. 
Keweenaw 

Jesuits at - 21: 319; 48: 265, 267. 

Bears 
In Illinois Country - 5 1 : 5 1 ; 65: 73-75; 67: 169; 69: 143. 
In Mississippi Valley ~ 69: 205-209. 
Habits - 6: 307; 56: 181; 60: 151-155. 
[many other sub-topics on bears] 

Beavers 
hunters, route of ~ 42: 213. [many other sub-topics on beavers; 

see also Beavers Skins, Fur Trade] 

Birds 
kinds found in Illinois ~ 60: 163. 
sold at Detroit mission ~ 69: 277; 70: 65. 

Calumets 
described-59: 131; 62:267; 65: 123-125,267. 
Sioux adore ~ 54: 193. 

Canals 
Chicago-Des Plalnes — 59: 314. 

Anticipated by Joliet ~ 58: 105. 
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Capes 

Illinois (Longue Points) — 58: 289, 298. 

Catfish 

enters St. Lawrence from Lakes ~ 48: 173. 
in St. Louis R i v e r - 58: 107. 
Indians catch — 43: 141, 151. 
French catch — 48: 129. 

Cattle, domestic 
homed, in Illinois — 69: 219-221. 
brought to Detroit from Illinois — 70: 31. 
on Detroit mission farm — 70: 53, 67. 

Cattle, wild 
in Illinois c o u n t r y - 5 1 : 51; 54: 189; 55: 195; 58: 107; 59: 

109-111,161,171-177; 65:73,135; 66:225-227,231, 
271, 289, 293; 67: 169; 69: 143-145, 219. 

in Wisconsin — 51 :51; 59: 107. 
along Mississippi - 59: 147-149, 157; 65: 105, 161; 69: 209. 
Jesuits endeavor to domesticate — 66: 293. 

Cedar Rapids (on lower Fox River) — 54: 306. 

Chicago (Chicagwa, Chikagoua, Chlkagwa) - 2 1 : 3 1 4 ; 51 : 283; 60: 320; 
65: 103; 69:290. 

Indians at — 58: 293. 
fur trade — 69: 306. 
canals — 59: 314. 
ha r t jo r - 58: 107, 294. 
h i s t o r y - 7 1 : 319. 

Chicago (Illinois Chief Chikagou) 
visits Paris - 67: 295; 68: 203-205, 329. 

describes its sights — 68: 215. 

Chippewas — 1: 10, 32; 9: 313; 11: 279; 71: 272. 
history - 14:286; 71:290. 
place names in language — 71: 324. 
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Com (Indian wheal, Turkey com, Turkish com) 
cultivation 

by Illinois " 5 1 : 51; 54: 189; 64: 185; 67: 167. 
by Pottawattomies — 51: 27. 
by Sioux — 23: 225. 
in Illinois - 50: 147,219. 
in Wisconsin ~ 54: 207. 
at Detroit-- 69:253, 271. 
at Lake Superior ~ 48: 119. 

Deer 
habitat 

about Great Lakes - 41 : 127; 42: 69; 56: 117. 
in Mississippi Valley - 47: 147; 51 :51; 54: 189; 

58:99, 107; 59: 107-109, 161; 60: 157; 65:73, 
161; 66: 225, 271, 287; 67: 169,303,315; 68: 125; 
69: 143-145, 209,219. 

in and near the country of Foxes — 51: 43; 54: 219; 
56: 123, 129; 60:221. 

De Pere, Wisconsin — 58: 297. 
rapids and dann at ~ 54: 306-307. 

Detroit 
Indian village sites near ~ 8: 304. 
Indian tribes at ~ 5: 280; 23:325; 33 :271; 38:294; 68:333; 

69:285,300; 70:205. 

Explorations 
b y J o l l e t - 50:324,325. 
by Marquette and Joliet ~ 59: 67; 89: 163. 
by La S a l l e - 57:315-316. 
by Marquette — 59: 165-191. 
in Mississippi Valley — 71: 341 
[many other sub-topics] 
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Falls (cataracts) 
in Chicoutimi River ~ 68: 29. 
in Mississippi River ~ 66: 225. 
St. Louis, Le Moyne at ~ 47: 191. 

F l i n t - - 8 : 297; 15:245; 51: 183. 

Forests 
effect on clinnate ~ 6: 29, 75. 
along Mississippi River — 70: 285. 

Forest fires 
in Minnesota region — 68: 289. 
in Mississippi Valley ~ 69: 209. 
extent o f - - 4 8 : 161; 59 :31. 

Forts 
Annerican 

Leavenworth 
lowas settled near (1835) ~ 60: 321. 

Wayne - - 69: 300; 71: 318. 

Foxes (Algonqulnian tribe) 
location--44: 247, 324; 51:43; 54:207; 55:185; 62:205. 
cha rac te r i s t i c s - 51 : 43; 54:223-225; 55: 185,219-221. 

58: 59, 67. 

French 
relations with aborigines 

attitude of Indians toward ~ 1: 67; 3: 69-71, 103; 9: 
261-269, 273, 283-291. 

policy toward Indians ~ 12: 45, 75, 115; 29: 95-97; 
40: 113; 41 : 229-231; 51:173; 52:47; 54:277. 

living with Indians ~ 4: 197; 9:225,275,285; 16:321; 
25: 227; 29: 107; 47: 171; 54: 199. 

French children connpared with Indian ~ 19: 41, 55. 
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Fur Trade 
how conducted--5: 265; 7:311-312; 8:312; 47:205; 

65:217-227, 243-245. 
at Green Bay ~ 71 : 321. 

Game, product of chase 
near Lake Superior ~ 48: 119. 
on Fox River ~ 55: 195; 
in Illinois country ~ 55: 213; 58: 107; 59: 127, 183; 60: 163; 

65:73; 69: 145,209. 

Grapes 
in Wisconsin ~ 56: 123; 59: 103. 
in Illinois ~ 58: 99; 65: 73; 66: 229. 

Grass 
luxuriant growth on Illinois prairies ~ 66: 253. 

Great Bend, Kansas ~ 59: 307. 

Great Lakes - 9: 310; 49: 275; 55: 319. 
discovery along ~ 71: 341. 
Indian tribes about — 71: 290. 
Lake Huron compared to Caspian Sea ~ 42: 221. 
Lake Michigan ~ 33: 151; 60: 320. 
Lake Superior - 33: 149; 45: 219; 51 : 65. 

Green Bay (city). Wise. ~ 54: 306, 307; 56: 303; 59: 314; 71 : 250, 
317, 321-322. 

Gulfs 
Lake Huron - 54: 199 

Straits of Mackinac - 50: 322; 54: 199; 55: 157. 

Hares 
in Illinois country ~ 69: 145. 
described ~ 5: 21. 
hunting - 6: 307; 32: 269; 37: 35, 185; 66: 155. 
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Hennepin, Louis - 1:35; 50:326; 64:280; 71:333 .  

Horses 

called "moose of France" by Indians — 15: 235; 50: 81 .  
in I l l inois--69: 145,  221 .  

Iowa (state) 
Sacs and Foxes in — 68: 333.  

Indians [nnany other sub-topics] 
scarcely above condition of beast ~ 10: 211 .  

Insects 
black flies on Mississippi River — 65: 161.  
gnats 

in Iroquois country — 43: 181; 45: 261 .  
infest Mississippi River - 65: 161; 66: 29; 67: 293.  

mosquitoes 
in Iroquois country ~ 28: 75.  
infest Mississippi River — 65: 161 ,  167; 67: 289 ,  293 ,  

297 ,301 .  
infest New France ~ 5: 35-37; 10:89-91; 14:271; 16: 

213; 29:219; 30:293; 39 :101 ; 41:91-93; 43:87; 
45 :261 ; 48:137 ,277; 50:33; 56:185; 59:45; 
60: 121; 66: 115; 68: 83.  

Jesuits, Missions 
endeavor to render Indians sedentary — 1 : 1 8 ; 16: 33 ,  61 ,  233; 

18:79,87; 20: 127; 35:33; 54: 179.  
instruct Indians in agriculture ~ 1: 19; 4: 195; 9: 19,65,  

263-265.  

[see also names of specific missions] 

Joliet, Louis ~ 58: 105; 59: 89 ,  307; 71: 252 ,  340 ,  358 ,  360.  
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Kansas (slate) ~ 47: 316; 60: 321. 

Lead - -70: 35; 71:321-323. 
near Lake Superior ~ 45: 219. 
in Illinois country ~ 69: 223. 
in Upper Mississippi Valley ~ 70: 316. 

Mackinac -55 :318; 71:317-318. 

Marquette, Jacques [many other sub-topics] 
voyages of ~ 71: 261, 317, 341, 358. 
as explorer ~ 59: 307-308. 

Marshes in western country ~ 62: 207-209. [see also swamps] 

Michigan (state) 
Indians in ~ 8: 298; 14: 286; 20: 308; 44: 324-325; 71: 290. 

Minnesota (state) ~ 44: 324; 60 :321; 66:338. 
Sioux in — 68: 329. 

Peoria, La Salle bulds fort near ~ 57: 316; 64: 279. 

Perch (fish) - 8: 306; 9: 167; 31 :251; 42:295; 48: 173; 50:241. 

Pumpkin, cultivated by Indians ~ 1:21; 2:298; 11:7; 59: 177; 
68: 137 

Radisson, Pierre Espirit (French explorer) 
voyages and explorations — 42: 296; 44: 237, 247; 45: 252; 

71:338. 

Seas 
fresh-water ~ 38: 49, 235, 237; 39: 99. 
w e s t e r n - 5 4 : 137-139, 191; 55:99, 101; 60:205. 

Seeds, used as food by Indians — 31 :91. 

Serpents — 47: 147; 56: 155. 

31 



In Indian folklore-- 10: 195; 12:27; 13:193; 19:97; 
33: 213-217; 50:289; 71:278. 

as totem: 15: 181. 

Sky, Invoked by Indians ~ 10: 159, 162-165, 273; 23: 55; 33: 225; 
39:15; 46:43; 65: 131; 68: 155. 

South Bend,1ndiana 
portage at ~ 59: 314. 
fort near ~ 66: 348. 

Sun 
personified by Hurons ~ 5: 286; 12: 183. 
in Indian rhetoric - 40: 165, 185; 42: 77, 85; 59: 117. 

Swamps - 48: 277; 60: 161; 66: 97, 111; 68: 33. 

Thunder 
Indian superstitions regarding ~ 5: 557; 10: 45, 195; 12: 25-27, 

269; 54: 155. 
at Green Bay ~ 59: 99. 
along Mississippi River — 60: 161. 

Voyageurs [see also habitants] 
licentiousness among ~ 65: 213. 
take Indian wives ~ 65: 263. 
on Mississippi River — 67: 268; 68: 177. 

Wisconsin 
rivers and lakes ~ 54: 305-308. 
migration of tribes to - 1: 26; 18: 257. 
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THE NORTHWEST ORDINANCE AND THE EMERGENCE OF THE 

AMERICAN MIDWEST: SOME BICENTENNIAL OBSERVATIONS 

David D.  Anderson 

Unl ike __New England and the Upper South ,  the Midwest has never l ived in 

i t s pas t .  Neverthe less ,  those two regions gave t he i r people and t he i r values 

to the movement across the Appalachians into what was the Northwest Terr i t ory 

in the c l os i ng years of the eighteenth century and the ear l y years of the 

n ine teenth ,  the years that began the t r a n s i t i o n from Old Northwest to Midwest.  

Unl ike those areas ,  the Midwest had no co lon ia l t r a d i t i o n — t h a t i s ,  no Eng l ish 

Colonial t rad i t i on although i t had been French and ,  in p l aces ,  Spanish s i nce 

the s ix teen th cen tury—nor did Eng l ish set t lement antedate American 

independence.  The f i r s t reg ion—and one might argue the only region—whose 

or i g i ns were uniquely American ,  the Midwest had i t s incept ion not in European 

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n and yearning but in an ac t of Congress in 1787,  of the 

Cont inental Congress ,  then known o f f i c i a l l y as the Congress of the 

Confederat ion ,  and in the working out of the ideal that had made the nat ion a 

decade e a r l i e r .  

Both the act of Congress— the Ordinance of 1787,  the Northwest Ord inance— 

and the ideal were f i rm l y rooted in the i n t e l l ec t ua l ferment of the eighteenth 

century and the working out of that ferment in the American revo lu t ion that 

sought to emulate the perfec t ion of the un iverse in human a f f a i r s ,  that 

proclaimed f a i t h in the i n e v i t a b i l i t y of human progress and the perfec t ab i 1 i t y 

of man and h i s i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and tha t be l ieved man was a ra t i ona l crea t ion of 

a ra t i ona l God,  endowed by h i s Creator wi th cer t a i n r a t i o n a l ,  na t ura l ,  

i na l i enab l e r i g h t s .  Out of that ferment of revo lu t ion and change came a 

spreading b e l i e f in government that was i t s e l f ra t i ona l and order l y ,  
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p r o t e c t i v e of the r a t i o n a l r i g h t s of i t s people i n a s o c i e t y t ha t would be 

open and f r e e .  

Those who had made the r e v o l u t i o n and were embarked upon the b u i l d i n g of 

a na t i on had as t h e i r goal a s o c i e t y t h a t was v i s i o n a r y but which wou ld ,  

through human de t erm i na t i on ,  become r e a l ; t h e i r v i s i o n wou ld ,  i n f a c t ,  through 

t he ins trumen t of t he government t h a t they c r e a t e d ,  d i r e c t t he course of 

American d e s t i n y .  And many of them saw t he w i l derness beyond t he mountains 

much as d i d Thomas J e f f e r s o n i n h i s f i r s t inaugura l address as par t of "A 

r i s i n g n a t i o n ,  spread over a wide and f r u i t f u l l and ,  t r a v e r s i n g a l l t he seas 

w i t h the r i c h produc t ions of t h e i r I n d u s t r y ,  .  .  .  advanc ing r a p i d l y t o 

d e s t i n i e s beyond the reach of mortal eye . . .  .  " 

To J e f f e r s o n government was t he ins trumen t by which the w i l derness beyond 

the mountains would become t he r i c h and o r d e r l y land t ha t he foresaw ,  and he 

had ,  i n 1784 ,  secured congress i ona l passage of an ord inance t h a t would prov ide 

for the rap i d assumpt ion of se lf-governmen t i n the t e r r i t o r i e s .  That ac t was 

folowed the nex t year by the Ord inance of 1785 ,  which app l i ed the New England 

townsh ip s t r u c t u r e t o the survey of pub l i c land i n the Northwest as the ba s i s 

for an o r d e r l y t r a n s i t i o n t o p r i v a t e ownersh ip and se l f-governmen t .  

Both ord i nances at temp ted t h i s r a t i o n a l ,  o r d e r l y t r a n s i t i o n ,  but each was 

l i m i t e d and incomp l e t e .  These shortcom ings were t o be correc t ed i n the 

ord inance of 1787 ,  t he a c t t h a t i s perhaps t he s i n g l e most s i g n i f i c a n t 

achievement of Congress under t he A r t i c l e s of Confedera t i on .  Not on l y d i d i t 

r e v i s e ,  c o d i f y ,  and i n some respe c t s slow t he t r a n s i t i o n of t he T e r r i t o r y 

from w i l derness t o order ,  but I t prov ided a s t a t u t o r y express i on of the 

r a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l ph i losophy t h a t demanded progress and order In t he 

development of t he area a t t he same t ime t h a t i t def i ned i n e i gh t een t h cen t ury 
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terms the ro l e of the ind iv idua l in the new soc i e ty and the proper re l a t i on-

ship between the ind iv idua l and h i s government.  

As the instrument of order ly t r ans i t i o n the ordinance provided that the 

area of the Old Northwest ceded to the Federal government by i t s Eastern 

c la iman ts—Massachuse t ts ,  Connect icut ,  New York and V i r g i n i a ,  each of whose 

claim was c o l o n i a l ,  a r b i t r a r y ,  and royal in or i g i n—wou l d move through three 

success i ve ,  progressive stages from I n i t i a l set t lement to u l t imate statehood 

"on an equal foot ing wi th the or i g i na l s t a t es in a l l respects whatsoever." The 

act thus provided the pat tern that was to preva i l as the Eastern nat ion 

fol lowed I t s path of dest iny and p o l i t i c a l expansion to the P a c i f i c .  At the 

same time the document provided the fundamental f a i t h in order ly progress that 

marked the search for progress in human r i gh t s and ind iv idua l prosper i ty as 

the area developed in the nineteenth century ,  through the growth of Jacksonian 

democracy,  abo l i t i on sent iment ,  and a new concept of nationhood ,  and as i t 

moved into a new ro l e in progress ive and l i bera l p o l i t i c s in the la te 

nineteenth century and much of the twen t ie th ,  a newer t rans i t i ona l era that at 

times threatened to subvert the order and the f a i t h that motivated the f i r s t .  

In both c a s e s — i n the establ ishment of an order ly process and in the 

expression of a f a t t h — t h e phi losophy of government Inherent in the document 

was new and revo lu t ionary as wel l as s ta tu tory : for the f i r s t time i t 

transmuted the idea ls of the new na t ion ,  those a r t i c l e s of democratic f a i t h 

expressed in the Dec larat ion of Independence,  the natural r i gh t s of the 

eighteenth century ,  themselves not se l f-enforc i ng or ma inta in ing ,  into c i v i l 

r i gh t s wi th the f u l l force of government to protect them.  

The sect ions of the ordinance that make up what we l a t er learned to c a l l 

a b i l l of r i gh t s are ,  in e f f e c t ,  the eighteenth century terms ,  a soc i a l 
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con t rac t between government and the governed ,  guaran t ee i ng r e l i g i o u s freedom ,  

due process ,  t r i a l by j u r y ,  and o ther r i g h t s on l y l a t e r to be inc luded in the 

f i r s t t en amendments t o the Federa l C o n s t i t u t i o n .  In a d d i t i o n ,  i n J e f f e r s o n i a n 

t erms ,  i t i nc l udes o t her r i g h t s not i nc l uded i n t ha t l a t e r document but 

necessary i f the new land nor t h and west of the Ohio R i ver was t o become an 

open ,  democra t ic s o c i e t y .  A r t i c l e I I I says t h a t " R e l i g i o n ,  m o r a l i t y ,  and 

knowledge be ing necessary t o good government and t he happ iness of mankind ,  

schoo l s and t he means of educa t ion s h a l l forever be encouraged .  .  .  ," and 

A r t i c l e VI proc l a i ms i n no unc e r t a i n terms t h a t "There s h a l l be ne i t her .* 

s l a v e r y nor i nvo l un t ary s e r v i t u d e i n the s a i d t e r r i t o r y ,  o t herw i se than i n the 

punishment of cr i mes ,  wherof the par t y s h a l l have been conv i c t ed . . . " 

Tempered somewhat by t he i n c l u s i o n of a f u g i t i v e - s l a v e c l a u s e ,  never t he l ess 

the document proc l a i ms ,  i n keep ing w i t h t he e i gh t een t h cen t ury i d e a l ,  t ha t men 

s h a l l be forever f r e e i n the new s o c i e t y t ha t i s t o grow out of the 

w i I d e r n e s s .  

The t e r r i t o r y t o which t he Ord inance app l i ed was ,  in 1787 ,  l i t t l e changed 

from t ha t descr i bed by Fa t her Lou i s Hennepin i n h i s A New D i scovery of a Vast 

Country i n America ne a r l y a cen t ury before : 

The coun t ry . . .  i s very we l l s i t u a t e d ,  
and t he s o i l very f e r t i l e .  (There) are vas t 
meadows, and  t he prospec t i s t erm i na t ed by 
some h i l l s covered w i t h v i n e y a r d s .  Trees 
bear i ng good f r u i t ,  groves and f o r e s t s so 
we l l d i sposed t h a t one would t h i nk na t ure 
a l one cou ld not have made,  w i t hou t the 
he l p of a r t ,  so charming a prospec t .  That 
coun t ry i s s t ocked w i t h s t a g s ,  w i l d goa t s ,  
and bear ,  which a re good for food ,  and not 
f i e r c e as i n o ther c o u n t r i e s : some t h i n k 
they a re be t t e r than our pork .  Turkey cocks 
and swans are t here a l s o very common; and our 
men brought s evera l o t her beas t s and b i r d s ,  
whose names are unknown t o us ,  but they are 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y r e l i s h i n g .  The f o r e s t s are 
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ch i e f l y made up of walnut t r e e s ,  chestnut 
t r e e s ,  plum t r e e s ,  and pear t r e e s ,  loaded 
wi th t he i r own f r u i t and v i nes .  There i s 
a l so abundance of timber f i t for bu i l d i ng ; 
so that those who sha l l be so happy as to 
inhabi t that noble country ,  cannot but 
remember^with grat i tude those who have 
discovered the way .  .  .  

Whether Hennepin 's descr i p t i on was accurate or he was indeed the f i r s t 

wr i t er of Midwestern f i c t i o n as h i s c r i t i c s i n s i s t i s i rre l evan t ; Joel 

Barlow ' s descr i p t i on in h i s brochure for the Scioto Company in 1788,  addressed 

to prospect ive French s e t t l e r s ,  was not d i s s i m i l a r : 

The cl imate of Ohio i s wholesome and 
d e l i g h t f u l .  Fros t ,  even in w in ter ,  i s almost 
e n t i r e l y unknown.  The r i v e r ,  ca l l e d by way of 
eminence,  "The Beau t i fu l , " abounds in 
exce l l en t f i s h of a vast s i z e .  There are 
noble f o r e s t s ,  cons i s t i ng of t rees which 
spontaneously produce sugar .  There i s a 
p lant which y i e l ds ready-made cand les .  
There i s vension in p len ty ,  the 
pursu i t of which i s uninterrupted by 
wolves ,  foxes ,  l i o n s ,  or t i g e r s .  A 
couple of swine w i l l mu l t ip ly themselves 
a hundred fo l d in two or three years ,  
without tak ing any care of them.  There 
are no taxes to pay,  and no m i l i t ar y 
serv i ces to be performed .  

Hennepin 's prose captured no s e t t l e r s ,  and ,  although Barlow ,  through the 

Sc io to Company,  lured some s i x hundred misguided Frenchmen to the Ohio Va l l ey ,  

the bulk of the newcomers who crossed the mountains,  f l oa ted down the Ohio ,  

and ascended the r i v e r s into the heart of the t e r r i t o r y read ne i ther records 

of d i scover i es nor rea l es ta te brochures .  They came in search of cheap land 

and a new country ,  and they came,  not because of what they read ,  but because 

of the more r e a l i s t i c but glowing accounts of those who had gone before .  In 

1800 only one-twent ieth of the nat ion ' s populat ion was west of the mountains,  

but they came in such numbers that by 1828,  when the West was p o l i t i c a l l y 
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s t rong enough t o send Andrew Jackson t o the Whi te House,  one- t h i rd of the 

coun t ry ' s popu l a t i on was i n the West ,  many of them i n the Northwest T e r r i t o r y 

or i n t he new s t a t es--Oh i o ,  Ind i ana ,  and 1 1 1 i n o i s — t h a t had been carved out 

of i t .  

By Jackson ' s t i me ,  the area t ha t was becoming t he "Old Northwest" and was 

t o become the Midwest l i t t l e more than a genera t i on l a t e r had con t r i bu t ed ,  

t oo ,  t o a new concept of progress ,  a concept more s u i t e d t o t h e i r a s p i r a t i o n s 

and environment than t h a t evo l ved i n the s t a b l e a g r a r i a n E a s t : i t s s e t t l e r s 

sought dynamic r a t h e r than gradual expans ion ; they demanded a loose i n t e r p r e -

t a t i o n of t he C o n s t i t u t i o n ; they expressed themselves w i t h no i se and energy 

r a t her than Eas t ern r e s t r a i n t ; they wanted i inmediate r e s u l t s r a t her than 

gradual progress ; they e x h i b i t e d a deep p a t r i o t i s m toward the Federa l gover-

nment but r e j e c t e d pa t erna l i sm ; they e x h i b i t e d a ne ar l y abso l u t e f a i t h i n the 

wisdom of t he peop l e .  They had ,  i n o ther words ,  become Western .  Jackson i an 

democrats ra t her than those whose i n s p i r a t i o n came from J e f f e r s o n .  

Never t he l ess ,  they revered J e f f e r s o n and the documents t ha t he i n s p i r e d ,  

and t he ph i l osoph i c a l changes t ha t the West engendered were of degree ra t her 

than k i n d .  The Northwest Ord inance ,  the a c t t h a t prov ided for the 

t ransforma t i on from w i l derness t o c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  a J e f f e r s o n i a n document ,  was 

t h a t wh ich d i r e c t e d t he se t t l emen t and development t o t he M i s s i s s i p p i and 

beyond as t he na t i on tnoved westward; and i t prov ided the founda t i on for the 

ph i losophy of expans ion t h a t t he na t i on accep t ed so r e a d i l y .  

The impact of t ha t document on t he evo l u t i on of the t e r r i t o r y and on 

popular t h i n k i n g as t he Old Northwest became the Midwest by the middle of the 

n i ne t een t h cen t ury cannot be overes t i ma t ed .  So s t rong l y d i d the document 
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r e f l e c t the f a i t h of the na t i on ' s founders i n o r d e r l y progress ,  in the 

pro t e c t i on of i n d i v i du a l r i g h t s ,  i n t he n e c e s s i t y of educa t i on ,  i n human 

freedom ,  and i n government t h a t encouraged i n d i v i d u a l s and s o c i a l growth t ha t 

the s imp l e s t a t i s t i c s of the area i n the f i r s t s i x t y years of the n i ne t een t h 

cen t ury r e f l e c t the work ing out of the i dea l i n p r a c t i c a l t erms .  At the same 

t ime they r e f l e c t t he emergence of a way of l i f e ,  a governmental f u n c t i o n ,  and 

a human search so deep ly f e l t t ha t they have t aken on my th ic dimensions i n our 

own t i me .  

Those s t a t i s t i c s convey t he ry thm i c movement of the age from the beg inn ing 

of the n i ne t een t h cen t ury t o i t s end ,  from the wes tern watershed t o the 

Appa lach i ans t o the eas t ern s lope of the Rock i es .  The sounds ,  t he da t es ,  and 

the f a c t s of t ha t movement become t he s p i r i t as we l l as substance of the 

t r a n s i t i o n from Old Northwest t o Midwest .  In 1790 ,  the reg i on was a w i l derness 

wi th- a wh i t e popu l a t i on es t i ma t ed a t 5,000; a decade l a t e r the f i r s t two 

t e r r i t o r i e s had been carved out of the who le ,  Ohio T e r r i t o r y had 45,000 

i nhab i t an t s and Ind i ana T e r r i t o r y 5 ,000 .  By 1820 four new s t a t e s had appeared 

on the map.  Oh io ,  adm i t t ed In 1803 ,  had 581,000 peop le; Ind i ana ,  adm i t ted i n 

1816,  had 147,000; I l l i n o i s ,  addm i t ted i n 1818 ,  had 55 ,000 ,  and M i s sour i ,  

adm i t t ed In 1821 ,  had 66 ,000 .  Michigan T e r r i t o r y ,  r e c e n t l y wres t l ed from t he 

B r i t i s h ,  had more than 8 ,000 ,  and i t became a s t a t e i n 1837 .  Iowa was adm i t ted 

In 1846 ,  a f t e r t w i ce r e f u s i n g s ta tehood t o avo i d Federa l t a x e s ,  and W isconsin 

T e r r i t o r y ,  w i t h a popu l a t i on of 30,000 i n 1840 ,  ach i eved s t a t ehood and 305,000 

Inhab i t an t s In l e s s than a decade .  Minnesota T e r r i t o r y ,  w i t h 6,000 people i n 

1850 ,  had 172,000 and s ta tehood In l e s s than t en y e a r s .  During t h a t decade the 

s t ory was repea ted i n s p i t e of border bloodshed In Kansas ,  which was adm i t ted 



40 

In 1861 .  Nebraska was adm i t t ed i n 1867 .  F i n a l l y ,  i n 1889 ,  Dakota T e r r i t o r y 

became two s t a t e s ,  c r e a t i o n s of the r i v e r s ,  t he r a i l r o a d s ,  and the f i r s t major 

i n f l u x of immigrants d i r e c t l y from Europe .  

Wi th the .  s t a t i s t i c s of empire a r e p a i r e d the names,  e v o c a t i v e of a pas t 

r a p i d l y becoming remote and roman t i c ,  un i que l y American and t hemse l ves the 

i n s p i r a t i o n for a l i t e r a t u r e Midwestern i n i n ce p t i o n and i n s p i r a t i o n ,  the 

l i t e r a t u r e of Sandburg ,  of L i n d s a y ,  of Sherwood Anderson ,  who wro t e ,  "Keokuk ,  

Tennessee ,  M ich igan Ch i cago ,  Ka l amazoo—don ' t the names i n t h i s coun try make 

you f a i r l y drunk?" 

Toge ther w i t h s t a t ehood and emp i re ,  educa t i on marched westward ,  and aga i n 

t he names echo r h y t h m i c a l l y as they mark t he end of o l d t r a d i t i o n s and the 

beg i nn i ng of t he new: not on l y had Congress s e t a s i d e the s i x t e e n t h s e c t i o n of 

land i n each townsh ip for t he use of s c h o o l s — a n d the remnants of one-room 

schoo l s r e g u l a r l y mark t he Midwestern l andscape even y e t — b u t h i gher educa t i on 

moved nor t h and west w i t h s e t t l e m e n t ,  o r d e r ,  and p r o g r e ss .  Ohio U n i v e r s i t y was 

founded i n 1804 ,  Miami i n 1809 ,  Kenyon in 1824 ,  Denison i n 1 83 1 .  O b e r l i n i n 

1833 ,  a l l i n Oh i o ,  and on t o the West : F r a n k l i n ,  I n d i a n a ,  i n 1837; Knox i n 

I l l i n o i s a l s o in 1837 ,  Kalamazoo ,  in M i ch i gan ,  i n 1833 and O l i v e t i n 1844; 

G r i n n e l l i n Iowa In 1846 ,  and beyond .  Bes i de them grew the s t a t e u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  

some of them an t e d a t i n g t he M o r r i l l Act of 1862: M i s s o u r i ,  1939; M ich i gan ,  

1841 ; I n d i a n a ,  1824; Iowa ,  1847; M inneso ta ,  1851; I l l i n o i s ,  1867; Oh i o ,  1870 ,  

and on t o t he West .  

As e a r l y as 1816 t he Ind i ana C o n s t i t u t i o n proc l a i med t h a t " I t s h a l l be 

t he duty of t he genera l assemb ly . . .  t o prov i de by law for a genera l system 

of educa t i on* ascend i ng i n r e g u l a r grada t i ons from townsh ip schoo l s t o a S t a t e 

U n i v e r s i t y ,  where i n t u i t i o n s h a l l be g r a t i s and e q u a l l y open t o a l l . " More 
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than a generat ion before the C i v i l War the area had contributed coeducation 

for women and higher educat ion for b l acks ,  both a t Oberlin-,  and the remarkable 

record that fol lowed led President Freder ick Barnard of Columbia to wonder in 

1880 how EngJand,  a nat ion of twenty-three m i l l i o n ,  could funct ion wi th only 

four degree-grant ing co l l eges ,  whereas Ohio ,  a s t a t e of three m i l l i o n ,  had 

t h i r t y-seven .  Morta l i ty was high and qua l i t y was uneven among the co l leges of 

the new s t a t e s ,  but each one was a statement of f a i t h in educat ion and in the 

fu ture .  

Just as the i n t e l l e c t ua l and p o l i t i c a l seeds of the eighteenth century 

took hold and f l our i shed in the new country beyond the mountains,  providing a 

new p o l i t i c a l and educat ional s t ruc t ure for the West,  that movement was 

re inforced by a s i g n i f i ca n t new emphasis in the fundamental nature of 

re l i g i ous experience .  Attempts by C a i v i n i s t s and Angl icans to move West and to 

hold the people of the West to t he i r doctr ines were large ly unsuccessful as 

denominations l i t t l e more than sec t ar i an cu l t s in the East found f e r t i l e so i l 

in the West.  

These s e c t s — p r i m a r i l y the Methodists and the Bap t i s t s—wen t West wi th 

the s e t t l e r s ,  found a mutual a t t rac t i on wi th the people and the p o l i t i c s in 

the West ,  and f l our i shed .  Both doctr ines and techniques of these churches were 

a t t r a c t i v e to the Westerners ,  and rev i va l i sm ,  the c i r c u i t - r i d e r system ,  the 

se l ec t i on of c lergy from among the people t i e d the people and t he i r churches 

t i g h t l y together .  

Perhaps most important in the success of these denominations in the West 

was t h e i r strong democratic appea l .  No longer were soc i e ty and the church 

dominated by an e l e c t group,  e i t her of God 's choosing ,  of a h ierarchy ' s 

domination ,  or of a soc i a l group 's i ns i s t ence upon the prerogat ives of b i r t h 
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and weal th .  Not only did the c lergy come out of the people ,  in democratic 

fash i on ,  but sa l va t i on i t s e l f was the concern of the ind iv idua l alone ,  and 

anyone,  regard less of s t a t us ,  was free to choose to be saved .  

So pervasive and successfu l were the techniques and the doctr ines that 

not only did c i r c u i t - r i d i n g preachers— t he Methodist r e v i v a l i s t Peter 

Cartwright i s the best known example—became powerful Jackson Ian Democrats— 

but the es tab l i shed churches ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y the Presby t er i ans ,  found I t 

necessary to r e j e c t the concept of e l ec t i on and open sa l va t i on to a l l in order 

to surv i ve ,  thus con tr ibu t ing fur ther to the democratic mu l t i p l i ca t i on of 

sec ts on the Fron t i er as powerful preachers advanced h igh ly i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c 

doc t r i nes .  

P a r t i c u l a r l y important to the p o l i t i c a l and moral future of the West as 

i t became the Midwest was the work of Char les Grand I son Finney ,  an Eastern 

lawyer who underwent a sudden conversion and became a Presby ter ian m in ister on 

the Fron t i e r .  As a r e su l t of h i s own exper ience ,  he adopted the r e v i v a l i s t 

technique of the West ,  constructed a new theology of sa l va t i on ,  and 

contr ibuted much of I t s future d i rec t i on to h i s own church ,  and he was 

respons ib le in many ways for the growing moral dimension of the West.  

Not only was he an ear l y long-time president of Ober i in Co l lege ,  but he 

contributed to Western theology the doctr ines of perfec t ion and usefu l ness .  

The former opened moral perfec t ion and u l t imate sa l va t i on to a l l who chose i t ; 

the l a t t e r ,  a cond i t ion of perfec t i on ,  decreed that those who would be perfect 

and hence saved must be useful to o t hers .  In so doing he not only d irected 

Ober l ln Col lege toward I t s strong abo lIt lon lst-temperance stance as the 

Western fron t i er became the Midwest by mid-century ,  but he gave Impetus to the 

wave of reform—temperance ,  women's r i g h t s ,  and ,  of most importance ,  



43 

a b o l i t i o n — a s the nat ion moved toward reso l u t i on of the s l avery c r i s i s .  

Just as the re l i g i ous fervor West of the mountains re inforced the 

democratic enthusiasm in the new t e r r i t o r y and advanced the cause of reform 

and human freedom,  i t contributed a great deal to the growth of educat ion .  Not 

only did v i r t u a l l y every town found an "academy," usua l l y under the aegis of a 

local clergyman ,  but higher educat ional i ns t i t u t i ons were almost invar iab ly 

denominational and pr i va t e un t i l midcentury .  Above,  a l l the intense re l i g i ous 

a c t i v i t y re inforced the conv ict ion of the West that men and i ns t i t u t i ons could 

be made perfec t .  

During these years ,  too ,  the democratic influence of un iversa l white male 

suffrage spread from the West—from Ohio in 1803,  Indiana in 1816,  and 

I l l i n o i s in 1818—to the E a s t — t o Connect icut in 1818,  Massachusetts and New 

York in 1821.  Both Michigan and Wisconsin claim the or i g i ns of the Republ ican 

Par ty ,  the party that send Abraham L i nco l n of I l l i n o i s to the White House and 

extended freedom throughout the na t ion .  The Midwestern record in the abo l i t i on 

movement and the C i v i l War i s impressive : Benjamin Lundy publ ished the Genius 

of Universal Emancipation a t Mt.  P l easan t ,  Ohio ,  as ear l y as 1821; E l i j a h 

Lovejoy ' s Al ton Observer in I l l i n o i s was so outspoken that three of h i s 

presses were destroyed and he died pro tect ing the fourth ; Sherman M.  Booth 

edi ted the AmerI can Freeman a t P r a i r i e v i 1 l e ,  Wisconsin ,  and the Free Democrat 

a t Milwaukee; Mrs.  Jane G.  Swisshelm publ ished the V i s i t o r a t S t .  Cloud ,  

Minnesota ,  in 1858.  

Ohio experiences the great Ober1in-Wel1ington s lave rescue ,  and Michigan ,  

Wisconsin ,  Ohio and Iowa supported John C.  Fremont for the Presidency in 1856; 

in 1860 they were jo ined by I l l i n o i s ,  Ind iana ,  and Minnesota in support ing 

Abraham L i nco l n .  And when the nat ion went to war aga inst i t s e l f ,  the Midwest 
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not only sent hundreds of regiments to f i gh t on every major b a t t l e f i e l d in the 

Eas t ,  but i t s own Army of the West ,  under Grant and Sherman,  permi t ted the 

M i ss i ss i p p i ,  in L inco ln ' s terms ,  to "flow unvexed to the sea ," and under 

Sherman,  they marched and conquered from At lan ta to Savannah and beyond.  

By the end of the C i v i l War,  as the troops returned home to s t a t es and 

t e r r i t o r i e s that had,  w i th in three generat ions ,  passed from w i lderness through 

progress to order ,  the Midwest had large l y become the r e a l i t y that we know,  

the heart land that L i nco l n had descr ibed in h i s Annual Message to Congress on 

December 1 ,  1862.  As he spoke ,  much of the region had become an integral part 

of the nat ion and i t was about to embark on a br i e f period that Sherwood 

Anderson had ca l l e d a time of wa i t ing before seeking new i dea l s and a new 

f u l f i l l m e n t ,  w ise ly or not ,  In a new era .  True ,  there were Indian wars yet to 

be fought ,  fron t i ers to be s e t t l e d ,  but in the future was a p o l i t i c a l 

domination that ex i s t ed v i r t u a l l y unchal lenged for near ly ha l f a century .  

Indus t r i a l i sm ,  exp l o i t a t i on ,  popul ism ,  and a new wake of reform were a l so in 

the fu t ure .  The nat ion was not yet a cont inental power,  much l ess an i n t er-

nat ional power,  and world wars were unknown.  

Nevertheless as the nat ion began what L inco ln had come out of the West to 

c a l l a "new b i r t h of freedom," the Midwest had become a r e a l i t y ,  the goal for 

new waves of Immigrants and the point of departure for o t h e r s — f o r new goa ls ,  

new p l aces ,  new achievements .  Yet to be born was the l i t e r a t u r e that was to 

d i r e c t the mainstream of American l i t e r a t u r e in our t ime .  But the foundations 

of the future had been l a i d on the ideology of the pas t ,  and the nature of 

Midwestern soc i e t y ,  I t s roots reaching Into the eighteenth century ,  was f i xe d .  

I t s Ideal made r e a l ,  I t s i den t i t y c l e a r ,  and i t s s i gn i f i cance and permanence a 

microcosm of the whole ,  an Integra l part of the American exper ience .  
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For more t han h a l f o f i t s pas t  t he Midwest  ws t o most  Amer icans t he West ,  

t he w i l d e r n ess ,  t he O ld Nor thwes t ;  and i t s h i s t o r y as a geograph i c and 

c u l t u r a l  e n t i t y i s l i t t l e more t han a cen t u ry o l d .  Ye t  i n t h a t  cen t u ry t he 

reg i on has ngt  on l y made i t s i n f l uenc e f e l t  i n every d imens ion o f t he na t i ona l  

l i f e ,  bu t  i n many cases i t s i n f l uenence and l eade r sh i p have been so powerfu l  

and p e r v as i v e t h a t  much o f what  we c a l l  Amer ican t oday i s M idwestern i n o r i g i n 

and developmen t .  More t han any o t her reg i on i t  gave t he na t i on i t s p o l i t i c a l  

t r a d i t i o n ,  i t s c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y ,  and i t s economic f a b r i c .  

The p o l i t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n t h a t  came ou t  o f t he Midwest  t o d i r e c t  t he 

na t i ona l  de a l i ng f o r b e t t e r or worse i s compounded o f s t r ong l eade rs and 

profound f a i t h .  The men i nc l ude t hose who make up t he h i s t o r y o f t he 

P r es i dency ,  from Abraham L i n c o l n t o Gera l d Ford and Rona ld Reagan ,  bu t  t hey 

i nc l ude t oo men who never ach i eved or d i d not  seek t he P r es i dency ye t  d i r e c t e d 

t he p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s o f t he na t i on :  Lew i s Cass ,  S tephen A.  Doug las ,  Edwin M.  

S t an t on ,  John Sherman ,  W i l l i a n Jenn i ngs Bryan ,  Eugene Debs,  even t he grea t  

p o l i t i c a l  mach ines t o wh i ch men have g i ven t h e i r names:  K e l l e y - Nash - Da l y 

i n Ch i cago ,  Pedergas t  i n Kansas C i t y ,  Foraker - T a f t  i n C i n c i n n a t i .  

T h i s p o l i t i c a l  l eade r sh i p du r i ng c r i t i c a l  t i mes i n t he na t i on ' a h i s t o r y 

i s p a r a l l e l e d by t he m i l i t a r y men who have d i r e c t e d our wars :  W i l l i am Henry 

Ha r r i s on ,  McC l e l l an ,  Gran t ,  Sherman ,  t he f i r s t  MacAr thur ,  Pe r sh i ng ,  E i senhour .  

Not  on l y d i d t hey execu t e na t i ona l  p o l i c y ,  bu t  i n many cases ,  i n t he Army or 

l a t e r i n t he Wh i te House,  t hey made i t .  Not  on l y d i d t hey cement  t he na t i ona l  

f a b r i c i n t he p rocess bu t  t hey made t he coun t ry a c on t i nen t a l  na t i on and an 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  power .  

O ther e l emen t s i n t he na t i ona l  l i f e ,  perhaps l e s s spe c t a cu l a r bu t  no l e s s 

s i g n i f i c a n t ,  had t h e i r o r i g i n s i n t he Midwest  and M i dwes t erners as t h e i r 
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spokesmen ,  t h e i r founders ,  and t h e i r l eade r s :  t he p o p u l i s t  democracy t h a t  has 

i n d e l i b l y marked t he na t i ona l  cha r a c t e r and p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ;  t he 

i n d u s t r i a l  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n sys t em t h a t  began w i t h t he r i v e r s and ex tended 

t o t he subs t r a t osphe r e through t he Ins t rumen t  o f Henry Ford and t he Wr igh t  

B r o t he r s ,  comb in ing w i t h t he M idwes tern i ngenu i t y o f t he Thomas Ed I sons and 

t he Cha r l es F.  K e t t e r i n g s and t he economic shrewdness of t he John D.  

R o c k e f e l l e r s t o I n d u s t r i a l i z e t he na t i on and t he wor l d .  

The Midwest  gave s t r ong p u b l i c h i gher educa t i on t o t he na t i on and a 

l i t e r a t u r e s tudded w i t h t he names o f Huck l eber ry F i n n ,  Tom Sawyer ,  Penrod ,  

Babb i t ,  and Aug le March ,  o f Mark Twa i n ,  Sherwood Anderson ,  and t he Nobel  P r i z e 

w i nners In l i t e r a t u r e :  S i n c l a i r Lew i s ,  E r n es t  Hemingway,  Sau l  Be l l ow .  I t  

gave ,  t oo ,  an Amer ican v e r nacu l a r t h a t  has made Amer ican E n g l i s h t he dynam ic ,  

e x p r e s s i v e language we know.  Perhaps most  Impor t an t  t o Amer ican c u l t u r e ,  

however ,  aga i n f o r b e t t e r or worse ,  and most  p e r v as i v e ,  i s t he image of 

"MIdAmer ica" or "M idd le Amer i ca" t h a t  i s used t o de f i ne our c u l t u r e t oday .  

From Nor thwes t  T e r r i t o r y t o O ld Nor thwes t ,  from Midwest  t o M idAmer ica ,  t he 

Nor thwes t  Ord i nance has t o a g r ea t  ex t end shaped t he Amer ica t h a t  we know 

t oday .  

M i ch i gan S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y 
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D i sc i p1i ne Noncha1ances 

Bernard F .  Engel 

The prose of the poet who was both an acute c r i t i c and a genius as an 

ed i t or ,  the woman who sa i d that verse i s "nonchalances of the mind," yet an 

ar t requ ir ing "re t i cences wi th r i gor , " i s a t l as t ava i l ab l e to the reader who 

does not have a research l i brary a t h i s doorstep .  P a t r i c i a C.  W i l l i s ,  curator 

of l i t e r a t u r e a t the Rosenbach Museum and L i brary in Ph i l ade l ph i a ,  has ed i ted 

in one subs tan t ia l volume of The Complete Prose of Marianne Moore,  a work 

containing " a l l of the prose Moore chose to pub l ish in her l i fe t i me" (Vik ing 

1986) .  

The co l l ec t i on i s important not only because i t makes ava i l ab l e the prose 

work of one of our f i n e s t modern poets ,  but a l so because i t shows her ideas on 

aes t he t i cs and technique and because i t g ives l i gh t on the r i s e of modernism 

and on the pr i nc i p l es of not only Moore herse l f but a l so of E l i o t ,  Pound,  

Wiliams and Stevens ,  men who were her profess i ona l —and c o r d i a l — a s s o c i a t e s ,  

wr i t ers whose a b i l i t y she was ear l y to recognize and who in turn admired her .  

The correspondence of these f i gures shows strong mutual support that has yet 

to be explored by c r i t i c s and scho l ars .  

L ike E l i o t ,  Moore was a na t ive of the Midwest—both were born in or near 

S t .  Louts—who l e f t the region ear l y and did not in adu l t l i f e return to i t .  

Moore 's stay was so b r i e f ,  indeed ,  tha t seeking Midwestern influence or 

resonances in her work seems a waste of t ime .  Yet i t i s s i g n i f i ca n t that three 

of the f i v e leading American modernist poets—Pound was born in Idaho—came 

from areas other than the m e t r o p o l i s — s i g n i f i c a n t ,  at l e a s t ,  in showing that 

by the l a t e nineteenth century America had a cu l t ure that drew on the whole 

nat ion rather than on the c i t y a lone .  
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The temptation i s always to turn an account of Moore 's work into a 

past iche of quotat ions .  I w i l l ind ica te her s t y l e and the prec i s i on of thought 

wi th two.  Th is one i s from a 1934 review of Wi l l iams ' s Co 11ect ing Poems: 

"Struggle i s a main force in Wi l l iam Car los W i l l iams .  And the breath less 

budding of thought from thought i s one of the re su l t s and charms of the 

pressure configured ." The l as t e ight words are of course a summary of what 

Moore wished to achieve in her own work.  

Another comes from a 1935 comment on three poems by E l i zabe t h Bishop ,  

After observing tha t Bishop i s not a abs t rac t observer ,  "one of these 

f r e t t i n g l y in tens ive machines," Moore wr i t es : "The s p e c i f i c i s j ud i c i ous l y 

in terspersed wi th genera l i t y ,  and the permi t ted c lue to id iosyncrasy has a 

becoming evasiveness . " Devoted to accuracy of presentat ion though she was,  

Moore was never merely a l i t e r a l i s t of the l i t e r a l : "a becoming evasiveness" 

s t a t es what she seeks from the poet ,  descr ibed in "Poetry" as "a l i t e r a l 1st of 

the imaginat ion ." 

Moore adds to the observat ion on Bishop one of her few comments that 

c l a s s i f i e s by gender: "Some feminine poets of the present day seem to have 

grown horns and to l i k e to be f r i g h t f u l and dan i ty by turns ; but disturbed 

propr ie ty suggest effe teness . " The world has changed s ince 1935,  but one 

suspects Moore would not be pleased by the delayed but now growing attempt to 

read her as having been a pre t erna t ura l l y ear l y rad i ca l fem i n i s t .  Of course 

she defended and spoke for her own gender .  But ear l y women c r i t i c s were seldom 

apprec i a t i ve of her work,  and the fem in is ts of the 1960s and ear l y 19703 

ignored I t .  She wished her achievement to be compared wi th tha t of the bes t ,  

regard less of gender 
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The c o l l e c t i o n Inc l udes not  on l y numerous rev i ews and comments on her 

f e l l o w modern i s t s bu t  a l s o such i mp ress i ve essays as " I d i o s yn c r as y and 

Techn ique" and "Henry James as a C h a r a c t e r i s t i c Amer ican , " and some 600 pages 

o f r ev i ews ,  -essays ,  and comments ar ranged c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y from a handfu l  of 

sho r t  s t o r i e s pub l i shed i n a Bryn Mawr l i t e r a r y magazine t o a p r e d i c t i o n i n 

September 1968 t h a t  t he C a r d i n a l s were go ing t o w in t he Wor ld S e r i e s .  A 67-page 

append i x g i v es l e t t e r s Moore wro t e t o e d i t o r s ,  dus t  j a c k e t  b l u r b s ,  answers t o 

q u es t i on n a i r e s ,  and o t her m i sce l l aneous p i e c es .  

The o v e r a l l  i mpress i on i s t h a t  Moore wro t e fewer major essays t han one 

somehow remembers,  bu t  t h a t  she wro t e f a r more rev i ews and b r i e f comments t h a t  

most  o f us have r e a l i z e d .  Though t he works i n t h i s volume were a l l  pub l i shed ,  

many .  o f them were i n obscure p u b l i c a t i o n s now a v a i l a b l e on l y a t  t he l a r g es t  

1 i b r a r i e s .  

The book has an i ndex ,  bu t  on l y a b r i e f t a b l e o f con t en t s .  E d i t o r i a l  

no t es a r e l i m i t e d t o i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s o f t i t l e s or t o p i c s ,  j o u r n a l s ,  and da t es .  

Some i n d i c a t i o n o f t he con t ex t  o f a s t a t emen t  would be h e l p f u l .  Bu t  t he 

c o l l e c t i o n b r i ngs t he prose ou t  o f t he l i b r a r y ,  and adds t o t he ev i dence t h a t  

Moore earned by her a r t  t he p r a i s e she r ece i v ed from t he bes t  of her 

con t emporar i es .  

M i ch i gan S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y 


