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In Memoriam 

E l eanor Copenhaver Anderson 

1896 - 1985 

Near l y f o r t y - f i v e yea r s a f t e r Sherwood Anderson ' s dea t h on March 8,  1941 ,  

E l eanor Copenhaver Anderson ,  h i s w i f e o f n e a r l y e i gh t  y ea r s t h a t  were p r oduc t i ve 

and con t en t ed f o r both o f them ,  has j o i ned him on t he h i l l  o ve r l o ok i ng Mar ion ,  

V i r g i n i a ,  where Anderson ' s monument  p r oc l a i ms c o n f i d e n t l y f o r both o f them t h a t  

" L i f e Not  Death i s t he Grea t  Adven t ure . " 

E l eanor was proud t h a t  she was ,  as she l i k e d t o say ,  a moun ta in V i r g i n i a n ,  

an E l i z a b e t h a n ,  bu t  she ws much more.  She was born i n Mar ion ,  V i r g i n i a ,  on 

June 15,  1896,  t o d i s t i n g u i s h e d pa r en t s ,  Bascom E.  Copenhaver ,  Super i n t enden t  o f 

Schoo l s i n Smythe Coun ty ,  and Lau ra Schere Copenhaver ,  au t hor ,  E n g l i s h t eache r ,  

and founder o f an o r g an i z a t i on f o r marke t i ng t he h a n d i c r a f t s o f moun tain women.  

She gradua t ed from t he U n i v e r s i t y o f Richmond i n 1917,  r e c e i v ed a c e r t i f i c a t e 

i n s o c i a l  work from Bryn Mawr i n 1920,  and an M.A.  from Columb ia i n 1933.  

As pa r t  o f t he work f o r a course a t  Columb ia ,  E l eanor had ,  wh i l e a t  home 

i n Mar ion ,  i n t e r v i ewed Sherwood Anderson i n l a t e 1931 .  The i n t e r v i ew focused 

on Anderson ' s Poor Wh i t e ,  h i s nove l  de a l i ng w i t h t he i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n o f 

an Oh io town .  The t o p i c was of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t  t o E l eano r ;  she had ,  s i n c e 

1920,  worked f o r t he Na t i ona l  Board o f t he YWCA,  w i t h much o f her t i me spen t  i n 

s o c i a l  work among young women i n m i l l  towns i n t he Sou th .  

Anderson had ,  s i n c e h i s move t o V i r g i n i a i n 1925 and h i s purchase o f 

Mar ion ' s two week l y papers i n 1927,  become f r i e n d l y w i t h E l eano r ' s pa r en t s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y her mother ;  t he a t t r a c t i o n between Anderson i n h i s f i f t i e s and 

E l eano r ,  t wen t y y ea r s younger ,  con t i nued t o grow .  They were mar r i ed on 
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J u l y 6,  1933.  

The mar r i age was f u l f i l l i n g f o r bo th ,  and t h e i r c a r e e r s were mu t ua l l y 

e n r i c h i n g ;  Anderson d i sco ve r ed t he m i l l  g i r l s w i t h whom E l eanor worked and who 

were t o p rov i de t he magn i f i cen t  p o r t r a i t s i n Perhaps Women,  Beyond Des i r e ,  

and K i t  Brandon ;  Anderson o f t en t r a v e l e d w i t h her and ,  E l eanor r e c a l l e d ,  

somet imes wro t e her r ep o r t s f o r her .  

From 1937 t o 1947 E l eanor was head o f t he I n d u s t r i a l  Program o f t he YWCA,  

cu l m i na t i ng her long s e r v i c e t o t he causes t h a t  prom i sed s o c i a l  and economic 

reform ,  and i n her yea r s o f what  were ,  f o r her ,  r e t i r emen t  she r e c a l l e d her r o l e 

i n t he causes o f t he pas t ;  march ing i n suppor t  o f Sacco and V a n z e t t i ,  speak i ng 

on New York s t r e e t  co r ne r s f o r FDR i n 1932,  suppor t i ng ,  w i t h Sherwood ,  t he causes 

o f t he 1930s .  She r e t i r e d from t he YWCA i n 1961 .  

E l eano r ' s second ca r ee r had been t h a t  o f ma i n t a i n i ng t he l i t e r a r y l egacy o f 

her l a t e husband .  S i nce h i s dea t h i n 1941 ,  she not  on l y c o l l e c t e d and cared f o r 

t he thousands o f l e t t e r s ,  manuscr i p t s ,  and o t her m a t e r i a l s t h a t  she g r a c i o u s l y 

presen t ed t o t he Newberry L i b r a r y i n 1947,  bu t  she welcomed dozens o f Anderson 

s ch o l a r s and a f i c i o n a d o s ,  g i v i n g generous l y o f her t i me ,  encouragemen t ,  and 

suppor t .  She was a member o f t he So c i e t y s i n c e i t s beg i nn i ng i n 1971 .  Those 

of us who were f o r t u n a t e t o know her w i l l  m i ss her g r e a t l y .  E l eanor was a 

g r ac i ous l ady and a g r ea t  woman.  L i k e Sherwood ,  we a r e r i c h e r f o r hav i ng known 

her .  She d i ed on September 12,  1985,  i n Mar ion .  

Dav i d D.  Anderson 
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A Midwestern D iary : Edna V i c t or i a Davis (MaskIn) 

In 1894 and 1895 

Paul ine Adams and Mari lyn Culpepper 

There are those d i a r i s t s who use t h e i r da i l y notat ions as therapy ,  a safe way 

to vent t he i r frus t ra t i ons and to voice t he i r joys ; others use t he i r d i ar i e s to 

graph t h e i r moral or soc i a l or profess iona l progress ; s t i l l others seek to 

preserve the t rans i t ory moment.  For many,  t he i r d i a r i e s become t he i r most 

trustworthy and precious companions.  Regardless of purpose ,  the d i ary ,  any 

d i ary ,  i s a va l i da t i on of one 's l i f e ; i t i s a l so a va l i da t i on of a way of l i f e .  

Inves t i ga tors of grass roots America can learn much from the reading of 

d i a r i e s : ordinary people ' s no t ice of nat ional events; t he i r da i l y d i vers i ons ; 

t he i r aspr i a t l ons ; t h e i r work; t h e i r a t t i t udes ; t he i r s t a t e of hea l th ; t he i r 

income and expendi tures; and so on and on .  In a soc i e ty which pr ides i t s e l f on 

being concerned wi th the we lfare of i nd i v i dua l s ,  how they are far i ng becomes 

important as an end in and of i t s e l f .  When those d i a r i e s I l l u s t r a t e the 

genera l i za t i ons of eva luators of the American scene ,  so much to the good; when 

they con trad ic t the accepted wisdom,  so much more provocat ive .  

Th is study i s an attempt to add to the accumulat ing knowledge of America and 

Americans by ana lyzing the d i a r i e s of a t y p i c a l ,  young,  Midwestern woman,  

Edna V i c t o r i a Dav is ,  for the years 1894 and 1895,  the only years for which her 

d i a r i e s e x i s t .  Th is i s what i s known about her .  Edna V.  Davis was born in 1868 

perhaps in Sa l i n e ,  Michigan from where her fami ly moved to Lans ing ,  Michigan at 

the time of her b i r t h .  In any case ,  her whole l i f e up to the time of the d i a r i e s 

was spent in Lansing where she worked in the fami ly bus i ness ,  a combined res tauran t .  



bakery ,  and c a t e r i n g es t ab l i shmen t .  The Dav i s f a m i l y a l s o ran a board ing house 

and ,  e a r l y i n t he 20 t h cen t u r y ,  an i c e cream f a c t o r y .  

In 1895,  Edna mar r i ed Ra l ph Hask i n o f Im l ay C i t y and moved t he r e .  At  t h a t  

t i me ,  Ra l ph worked i n h i s f a t h e r ' s t a i l o r i n g bus i ness .  By 1899,  t he young coup l e 

had moved back t o Lans i ng where t h e i r t h r e e c h i l d r e n were born .  They remained i n 

Lans i ng ,  work i ng f i r s t  i n t he Dav i s f a m i l y e n t e r p r i s e s and t hen i n Ra lph ' s own 

t a i l o r shop ,  u n t i l  Edna ' s dea t h i n 1928 a t  t he age o f 60 .  Ra l ph r e t u rned t o 

Im l ay C i t y ,  a w idower ,  where he d i ed i n 1940 a t  t he age of 68 .  

As t h i s barebones accoun t  o f Edna ' s l i f e i n d i c a t e s ,  she i s t y p i c a l  o f her 

t i me and p l a c e .  Hers i s an Amer ican s t o r y no d i f f e r e n t  from t he thousands o f 

young women.  And her d i a r i e s r e f l e c t  her o r d i n a r i n e s s even wh i l e t hey e s t a b l i s h 

her i  nd i  V i  dua1 i  t y .  

The po t pou r r i  o f news head l i nes f o r t he year 1894 o f f e r s t he f o l l o w i n g :  

The Lexow Commi t tee i s appo i n t ed t o once aga i n i n v e s t i g a t e c o r r up t i on i n New 

York C i t y governmen t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t he p o l i c e depar tmen t ;  t he Ch i nese 

E x c l u s i o n T r ea t y between U.S.  and Ch i na whereby Ch i na consen t s t o t he e x c l u s i o n 

o f Ch i nese l abo r e r s i s s i gned ;  Coxey ' s army o f t he unemployed marches from 

Mass i l on ,  Oh io t o Wash ington demanding an a d d i t i o n o f $50,000,000 i n paper money 

and p u b l i c works f o r t he unemployed;  t he Pu l lman S t r i k e i s c a l l e d i n Ch i cago ;  a 

s t r i k e t h a t  w idens i n t o a genera l  r a i l r o a d s t r i k e on wes t ern roads ,  a s t r i k e t h a t  

l eads t o t he i nv as i on o f Ch i cago by U.S.  t r oops as we l l  as by I l l i n o i s s t a t e 

t r o op e r s ,  a s t r i k e t h a t  does not  end u n t i l  n e a r l y t h r e e months l a t e r w i t h t he 

power o f r a i l r o a d s t r i k e r s broken ;  t he Democra t i c Conven t i on i n Omaha,  Nebraska ,  

under t he l eade r sh i p o f W i l l i am Jenn i ngs Bryan ,  c a l l s f o r t he f r e e co i nage o f 

s i l v e r on t he b a s i s o f "16 [ s i l v e r ]  t o 1 [ g o l d ] " i n order t o l i f t  t he na t i on 



5 

from economic dep r ess i on ;  t he f i r s t  Monday i n September i s dec l a r ed a l ega l  

ho l i da y ,  Labor Day;  t he Repub l i c o f Hawa i i  i s proc l a i med and q u i c k l y recogn i zed 

by P r es i den t  C l eve l and ;  Congress c r e a t e s t he Bureau o f Imm i gra t i on ;  t he U.S.  

s i gns a commer ical  t r e a t y w i t h Japan ;  h y d r o - e l e c t r i c power i s f i r s t  deve loped 

on a l a r ge s c a l e a t  N i agra F a l l s .  

How does t he d i a r y o f t h i s f a i r l y t y p i c a l ,  young,  M idwestern woman,  Edna 

V i c t o r i a Dav i s ,  r e f l e c t — r e f l e c t  on t hese even t s? Hard l y a t  a l l .  The on l y 

na t i ona l  i t em t h a t  made her d i a r y was t he r a i l r o a d s t r i k e s and t hey mer i t ed t h r ee 

sepa r a t e e n t r i e s .  On J u l y 2,  1894:  "They a r e hav i ng g r ea t  s t r i k e s i n t he r a i l -

roads a l l  over t he coun t r y .  I wonder how i t  w i l l  end ." On J u l y 3,  1894:  "The 

m i l i t a r y co .  here was ordered t o meet  a t  t he Armory t oday t o be ready t o go t o 

B a t t l e Creek i f needed .  We had 26 o f them here [The Dav id f a m i l y r e s t a u r a n t ]  t o 

d i nner and supper . " On J u l y 6,  1894:  "The s t r i k e i s very bad In Ch i cago t oday . " 

( J u l y 6 was t he day t he s t a t e t r o ope r s were sen t  i n t o Ch i cago ,  3 days a f t e r U.S.  

t roops had a l r e ady en t e red . ) 

Today ' s reader o f t h i s persona l  d i a r y i s l e f t  w i t hou t  a c l u e as t o Edna ' s 

persona l  r e a c t i o n excep t  t h a t  she i s cu r i ous abou t  t he outcome o f t he s t r i k e .  

Ye t ,  t he day t he s t r i k e i s f i n a l l y broken ,  she t akes no no te o f t he end ing or 

t he outcome.  When Edna app l i ed t he a d j e c t i v e "g r ea t " d i d she mean "b i g" or 

" e x t e n s i v e " or " s i g n i f i c a n t " or "nob l e"? When she asse r t ed t h a t  t he s t r i k e 

was "ve ry bad" ,  d i d she mean t he s t r i k e r s ' - a c t i o n s were wrong or t h a t  t he 

s i t u a t i o n ,  I n g ene r a l ,  was g e t t i n g ou t  o f hand? The reader has no way o f 

know ing .  

Though t he s t r i k e was t he on l y na t i ona l  even t  t o be recorded ,  Edna d i d no te 

o t her happen ings .  "W i l ber e l e c t e d mayor ." ( A p r i l  2 ) .  "Brown (who sho t  

Hendersho t ) was sen t enced .  F i v e year i n Jackson t oday . " (March 3 1 ) .  "The f i r s t  
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car ( e l e c t r i c ) ran to the co l lege [Michigan Agr i cu l t ura l Col lege now known as 

Michigan S ta te Un i vers i t y] today." (June 14) "Mr.  Edgerley died l as t night at 

1:00 o ' clock .  [A l a t er entry t e l l s of h i s having shot h i mse l f] . " (September 21) .  

"There was a f i r e a t 11 o ' clock and I locked up,  and we a l l went to i t . " 

(Ju l y 17) Note tha t there i s no informat ion as to where the f i r e was; what i t 

consumed; who fought i t ; how she f e l t or thought about i t .  

I f the previous i s the sum of recorded events beyond here immediate 

personal i n terp l ay wi th l i f e ,  what did Edna wr i te down? Much yet l i t t l e .  

The weather of the day was always noted: "co ld , " "ra iny , " " l ove l y . " Once she 

dared to be in t ima te .  "This has been a love ly day and I l e f t off my under-

c l o thes . " Weather i n s i s t i n g l y demands a t t en t i on ,  no matter who the d i a r i s t may 

be .  Another constant in d i ary e n t r i e s ,  and Edna i s no except ion ,  i s the 

re g i s t ra t i on of b i r t hs and deaths .  

Along wi th the weather and the no t ice of i nd i v i dua l s coming into and passing 

out of t h i s world ,  there d a i l y appeared unelaborated enumerations of a c t i v i t i e s .  

Her work du t i es ,  which were most l i k e l y concentrated in the morning hours and 

were c l e a r l y performed in connect ion wi th the fami ly bus i ness ,  are occas i ona l l y 

referred t o .  There are e ight en t r i es during the year about washing and ironing 

napkins ,  mere statements of accompl ishments ,  no revea l ing modifying words to 

i nd ica te her a t t i t ude or emotions about that chore .  There were other en t r i es 

as w e l l .  On August 19,  she wrote without .complaint ,  " I have been doing my work 

alone today as we have no g i r l s in the d in ing room." The " g i r l s " are never 

mentioned aga in .  They remain mysterious anonymi t ies .  The August 8 entry revea ls 

a h in t of disappointment .  "Barnum and Ba i l ey ' s c i rcus i s in town today but not 

such a very big crowd.  We had about 40 ex tra to dinner ." On August 22 she 
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observed ,  "We were qu i te busy." Labor day ,  and remember that 1894 was the year 

when Labor Day was f i r s t declared a legal ho l iday ,  must have been qui te a day 

s i nce i t meri ted an unusual ly long entry and the adverb "awful ly" to boot .  

"Labor day and oh such a day .  We were awfu l ly busy .  Served dinner from 9:30 

un t i l 3:00 and supper from 4:00 to 8:00.  There were 1600 people from Jackson 

alone ." (September 3) That day 's word did Edna in for the fo l lowing day she 

wrote ,  "1 am j us t about s i ck today ,  stayed a t home a l l day." A week l a t e r ,  she 

took note of another unusual ly busy t ime .  "We have been decorat ing and get t ing 

ready for the Maccabees today .  There are a good many of them in town tonight ." 

(September 10) "This i s the big day of the Maccabee 's meeting .  We had a good 

day but not as many as expected ." (September I I ) November 28 carr i ed a l as t 

extended entry on work for the year .  " I have done my work as usual and I washed 

and ironed napkins in the afternoon 1 wrote up my b i l l s of fare for tomorrow." 

There i s no sense of oppression or d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n in these en t r i es yet on June 

1 she wrote ,  " I went to answer an advert isement for a lady at the Singer Sewing 

Machine o f f i c e .  Am to go again tomorrow." But the next day 's entry has nothing 

fur ther to say about that Singer Sewing Machine job nor does any ind icat ion of 

job res t l essness appear again anywhere e l se in 1894.  (On August 9 ,  1895 she 

recorded answering an ad for o f f i c e work,  but as wi th the previous foray into 

the job market ,  there i s no fol low-up in l a t er en t r i es . ) 

I t i s not sur pr i s i ng ,  however,  tha t the Singer Sewing Machine o f f i ce 

advert isement caught her eye because one of the a c t i v i t i e s she frequent ly records 

i s sewing: making over her green dress ,  or f i n i sh i ng her green s h i r t ,  or f i x i ng 

her red dress ,  or trimming her red ha t ,  or making mama an apron ,  or working on 

her wa i s t ,  and so on day af t er day .  
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Neve r t he l ess ,  t o t h i n k o f her l i f e as be i ng made up o f on l y work and sew ing 

wou ld be an e r r o r .  Her days and n i gh t s were f i l l e d w i t h v i s i t s o f a l l  s o r t s 

of peop l e ,  somet ime f o r t e a ,  somet ime f o r a cha t ,  bu t  most  o f t en f o r ca r ds ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y pedro .  Some even i ngs ,  mus i c ,  s i n g i n g ,  and p i ano p l a y i ng competed 

w i t h ca r d games.  One even i ng .  May 22 ,  Chas .  Sm i th was i n and sang a new song ,  

"Ve l v e t  and Rags , " bu t  t h a t  i s t he on l y t i me a s p e c i f i c mus i ca l  s e l e c t i o n i s named.  

In t he summer months,  go ing t o Nor th Lans i ng and e l sewhere t o hear t he band 

seemed t o r ep l a c e her pass i on f o r ca r ds .  S t a r t i n g June 1 ,  when she recorded t he 

f i r s t  band conce r t  she heard ,  and up through September 15,  when she recorded t he 

l a s t  band conce r t  she heard ,  Edna had e i gh t een e n t r i e s on t hese c once r t s .  Bu t  

t h a t  was a l l .  No men t ion o f t he mus ic p l ayed ,  t he i ns t rumen t a l  compos i t i on o f 

t he band ,  t he aud i ence .  However ,  she d i d add an o ccas i ona l  s p e c i f i c .  "Meach ' s 

band p l ayed on our s t r e e t  t on i gh t  and P r i n c e ' s p l ayed on Wash ington Avenue." 

( J u l y 6) "Meach ' s band p l ayed on t he corner o f M i ch i gan Avenue and Grand S t r e e t  

i n t he even i ng . " ( J u l y 11) 

Edna en j oyed drama as w e l l .  S i x t i mes i n t he e n t r i e s f o r t he f i r s t  s i x 

months o f 1894,  she r e f e r r e d t o go ing t o R i nk ' s Opera h o u s e — t h i s a t  a cos t  o f 

25 cen t s per show as r e v ea l ed by t he f i n a n c i a l  l i s t  a t  t he back o f t he d i a r y .  

Most  o f t he e n t r i e s mere l y no t e ,  " t o t he R i nk w i t h Johnn i e" or whomever.  On ly 

r a r e l y I s she more s p e c i f i c .  " I n t he even i ng we went  t o see J u l i a Marlow ,  She 

p l ayed A Love Chase . " (March 15) "Mrs.  A l l e n and I went  t o t he p l a y .  The Gold 

K i ng . " ( A p r i l  9) 

T h e a t r i c a l  en t e r t a i nmen t  a l s o i nc l uded an even i ng o f "Magic Lan t e rn v i ews" 

( A p r i l  2 ) ;  an even i ng when mama and she "went  t o an en t e r t a i nmen t  a t  t he 

P r e s b y t e r i a n church .  I t  was a l ady w h i s t l e r ,  a p i a n i s t ,  and M i ss .  May 

( e l e c u t i o n l s t ) " ( A p r i l  2 7 ) ;  a ma t i nee a t  t he f a i r g r ou n d ,  "bu t  we ga t hered w i l d 
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f l owe r s most  o f t he t i me" (May 4 ) ;  a v i s i t  t o S e l l ' s Bros .  C i r c u s (May 2 9 ) .  

Then ,  s t a r t i n g June 1 and u n t i l  e a r l y f a l l ,  t he r e were se v e r a l  c a r r i a g e 

r i d e s w i t h s e v e r a l  men,  r i d e s t o hear t he band p l a y ,  or t o t he c o l l e g e (M . A . C) ,  

or t o t he ceme t ary ,  or t o Lead l ey ' s (an amusement  park opened t o t he p u b l i c i n 

1892—once she took a "s t eamer" t h e r e ) .  N i ce wea ther brouhg t  o t her d i v e r s i o n s 

as w e l l :  v i s i t i n g t he f a i r g r ou n d s ;  s i pp i ng a soda a t  Grave ' s or Benne t t  & 

B rake ' s ;  a t t end i ng t he r a c e s ,  "They were sp l ended .  Saw [name i l l e g i b l e ] pace 

1/2 m i l e i n 1:00 1/2." (Augus t  24) "Ra lph [ a t  t h i s po i n t  Ra l ph Hask i n o f Im l ay 

C i t y i s ano t her male f r i e n d ,  bu t  by Thanksg i v i ng o f 1895 he wou ld be her 

husband] and I t ook t he t r a i n f o r Grand Ledge and spen t  a ve ry p l easan t  day .  

We got  a boat  and went  f o r a r i d e and up on t he I s l a n d .  Got  home a t  8:30.  

V i s i t e d u n t i l  bed t ime peaches-peaches .  T h i s i s Ra l ph ' s b i r t h d a y . " (Augus t  26) 

W in t er was not  devo i d o f i t s amusements o t her t han sew ing and v i s i t i n g and 

ca r d p l a y i n g and t h e a t r e go i ng .  There were ,  a l s o ,  hav i ng her p i c t u r e s t aken ;  

go ing " t o a S p i r i t u a l i s t  S o c i a l  a t  Mrs.  M a r r i t t ' s " ( Janua ry 2 ) ;  read i ng .  " I 

s t ayed a t  home a l l  day .  Read 'On her Wedding Morn '  by C l ay .  I t  i s good and so 

i s 'Her on l y S i n . ' " SHe a l s o en j oyed r ead i ng "An O ld F o l k ' s Wooing," "Chords 

and D i scho rds , " "Haw thorne ' s S c a r l e t  L e t t e r . " 

Throughou t  t he y ea r ,  she spen t  much t i me on correspondence ,  c a r e f u l l y 

r eco r d i ng each l e t t e r  she r e c e i v ed and sen t .  In f a c t ,  Edna ' s New Year ' s 

Reso l u t i on on January 1 ,  1895 r eads :  "To be more prompt  i n my correspondence 

t h i s yea r t han 1 was l a s t . " 

Edna ' s d a i l y e x cu r s i ons a r e punc t ua t ed by two l onger t r i p s .  One was f o r 

t we l ve days (Sep tember 24 t o Oc tober 6) when she v i s i t e d r e l a t i v e s i n Vernon ,  

near Owosso.  The o t her was f o r t en days (December 26 t o January 5) i n Im l ay 

C i t y where she v i s i t e d Neva Hask i n ,  Ra l ph ' s s i s t e r .  Most  l i k e l y Neva was an 



accep t ab l e p r e t e x t  by wh i ch she cou l d v i s i t  w i t h Ra l ph .  

Church d i d not  p l ay an impor t an t  r o l e i n her l i f e t h a t  yea r .  Church i s 

men t ioned on l y i n s i x e n t r i e s f o r t he e n t i r e yea r .  Two o f t hose r e f e r r e d t o 

a t t end i ng an en t e r t a i nmen t  a t  t he P r e s b y t e r i a n Church ,  and I t  i s wor thy t o note 

In r e f e r en c e t o Edna ' s church a t t endance t h a t  her E a s t e r Sunday en t r y mere l y 

read ,  " Eas t e r Sunday.  I s t ayed a t  home a l l  day . " (March 25) When she does go 

t o chu rch ,  she d i s p l a y s freedom o f cho i ce as t o wh i ch she chooses :  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  

B a p t i s t ,  Me t hod i s t ,  Congrega t i ona l ,  S p i r i t u a l i s t .  "Mama and I went  over t o t he 

B a p t i s t  Church t o hear Mr.  Sa y l e s bu t  we were l a t e and d i dn ' t  hear much." ( A p r i l  

30) " I went  t o church went  t o t he M.D.  bu t  i t  was crowded so we went  t o t he 

Cong." (December 9) 

Edna was a hea l t hy ,  e n e r g e t i c ,  o p t i m i s t i c y e t  p r a c t i c a l  young woman.  Her 

h e a l t h i s a t t e s t e d t o by t he f a c t  t h a t  on l y t w i c e ,  on A p r i l  10 and on September 

4 ,  d i d she men t ioned not  be i ng w e l l .  And on September 18 she d i d no t e ,  " I have 

had a hard headache t oday so have s t ayed a t  home." On August  11 she wro te o f 

go ing " t o t he d e n t i s t ' s w i t h A l l i e [he r s i s t e r - i n - l a w ] bu t  t he r e i s no i n d i c a t i o n 

on whose beha l f t he v i s i t  was made.  F i n a l l y ,  on September 17,  t he r e i s t he 

f o l l o w i n g en t r y ,  "Went  over t o Morgan ' s and got  a p a i r o f g l a s s e s t o t r y bu t  am 

a f r a i d t hey don ' t  f i t  me." 

Her energy i s a t t e s t e d t o by t he m u l t i f a r i o u s a c t i v i t i e s t h a t  a r e b r i e f l y 

bu t  t e l l i n g l y i nked on t he pages o f her d i a r y .  Perhaps t h a t  b a s i c good h e a l t h ,  

perhaps t h a t  r e s e r v o i r o f energy ,  perhaps some unchar t e red atom o f na t u re or 

nu r t u r e ,  s e p a r a t e l y or t o ge t he r ,  c on t r i bu t ed t o her b a s i c op t im i sm .  The days 

and t he even t s Edna recorded were desc r i bed as "good," somet imes " r e a l  good," 

o f t en " l o v e l y . " Anyone acqua i n t ed w i t h t he dep ress i on i nduc i ng q u a l i t y o f 

Lans i ng ,  M i ch i gan wea ther can on l y adm i re t he absence o f cu r ses hu r l ed aga i ns t  

10  
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t he p e r v as i v e g rayness .  Moodiness i s not  her companion ,  though on two r a r e 

occas i ons ,  t he r e i s t he con f ess i on o f l o n e l i n e s s .  On January 1 ,  she w r i t e s ,  

"How l one l y i t  i s w i t hou t  Har ry t oday , " bu t  by August  30 Ra l ph Hask in has 

r ep l aced Har ry .  The former had v i s i t e d her f o r a few days and had r e t u rned t o 

Im l ay C i t y on August  29 .  The f o l l o w i n g day she penned t he f o l l o w i n g :  "Th i s 

has been a lonesome day .  I have m i ssed Ra l ph so much." The one o t her c l oud i n 

her o t he r w i se sunny l i f e s c a p e was on May 14,  when "We had t o g i ve our poor o l d 

k i t t l e ch l o roform t h i s morn ing . " Bu t  a l l  t h i s a f f i r m a t i o n does not  n e c e s s a r i l y 

add up t o an ag reeab l e non - en t i t y .  A b i t  o f her a s s e r t i v e n e s s comes ou t  when on 

December 24 she wro t e ,  "Ra lph came t oday on t he 8:20 t r a i n .  He had wh i ske rs and 

I  made him go t o have them cu t  bu t  he cou l dn ' t  ge t  a barbershop . " 

Her p r a c t i c a l  grasp o f r e a l i t y i s a t t e s t e d t o by her c a r e f u l  accoun t s .  The 

back o f her d i a r y r eco rds each penny she spends ( r a r e l y do her expend i t u res t op 

t he d o l l a r mark) p l us t he money "due me." The purchases a r e u s u a l l y f o r t he 

n e c e s s i t i e s o f 19th cen t u re fema l e l i f e :  r i bbons ,  t h r ead ,  p i n s ,  h a i r p i n s ,  

c r oche t  t h r ead ,  c o r s e t  s t a y s ,  s tamps ,  s i d e combs.  Lad i e s '  J o u r n a l .  She does 

i ndu l ge w i t h f r equen t  5 cen t  purchases o f candy and i n f r equen t  purchases of 

c l o t h i n g i t ems such as s t o c k i n g s ,  a b e l t ,  a ha t .  Her r ead i ng and show go ing 

be t r ay a roman t i c s t r e a k t o wh i ch she o c c a s i o n a l l y succumbs bu t  wh i ch i s never 

a l l owed t o wreck her budget .  Dur i ng t he year she i s ab l e t o ma i n t a i n a bank 

accoun t  o f $25—heady wea l t h f o r one w i t h such a l i m i t e d f l ow o f money (abou t  

$30 per month) and such a measured ou t f l ow .  

The d i a r y o f 1895 r e v e a l s ve r y l i t t l e change i n Edna ' s l i f e or ou t l ook 

excep t  f o r a major change i n s t a t u s :  mar r i age .  Na t i ona l  even t s s t i l l  t ouch her 

l i g h t l y .  
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News head l i nes f o r t he year r e v ea l  much concern abou t  L a t i n Amer i ca .  

I n s u r r e c t i o n a g a i n s t  Span i sh r u l e b reaks ou t  i n Cuba,  and P r es i den t  C l eve l and 

c a l l s f o r t he observance o f Amer ican n e u t r a l i t y i n t h a t  c o n f l i c t ;  t he U.S.  

demands t he r i g h t  t o a r b i t r a t e Grea t  B r i t a i n ' s boundary d i spu t e w i t h Venezue l a ,  

a demand t h a t  I s r e j e c t e d by Grea t  B r i t a i n ;  P r es i den t  C l eve l and does ge t  a 

chance ,  however ,  t o a r b i t r a t e t he boundary d i spu t e between B r a z i l  and Argen t i na 

( I n f a v o r o f B r a z i l ) .  A l l  t hese c o n f l i c t s rush f o r t h from a p r ess t ha t  had 

adop ted t he shock t a c t i c s l a b e l l e d "Ye l l ow J ou r na l i sm . " The cu t t h r o a t  compe t i t i on 

between newspaper g i a n t s f o r r eade r sh i p c en t e r s on t hese f o r e i g n i ssues bu t  

t he r e I s much domes t i c news,  p r i m a r i l y econom ic ,  as w e l l .  The c r y f o r f r e e 

s i l v e r ,  f o r i nc r eased cu r r ency i n c i r c u l a t i o n ,  con t i nues throughou t  t he l and ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t he  ̂ est  and Sou th .  An Income t a x p r o v i s i o n t acked on t o t he 

Wi lson-Gorman T a r d l f f  Ac t  i s dec l a r ed u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  by t he Supreme Cour t  bu t  

t he Cour t  d e c l a r e s c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Fede ra l  i n j u n c t i o n s t o p reven t  s t r i k e r s from 

I n t e r f e r e n c e w i t h i n t e r s t a t e commerce.  The Supreme Cour t  a l s o de c l a r es t he 

Sherman A n t i t r u s t  Ac t  t o app l y t o monopoly i n i n t e r s t a t e t r ade bu t  not  i n manu-

f a c t u r e .  There I s non-economic news as w e l l .  The An t i  Sa l oon League o f Amer ica 

i s o rgan i zed In If i lash lngton ,  D .C ;  both t he Bos ton and New York Pu b l i c L i b r a r i e s 

a r e founded .  And so on .  

Not  one o f t hese n a t i o n a l  even t s makes Edna Dav i s '  d i a r y du r i ng t he year 

though she I s no t  comp l e t e l y o b l i v i o u s t o p o l i t i c s .  She reco rds on January 30 

t h a t  she went  t o t he Cap i t o l  where t h e r e was a l a r ge de l e g a t i on from De t r o i t  

both f o r and a g a i n s t  " t h i s Board o f Hea l t h b i l l — 5 0 0 i n a l l . " Aga in ,  on March 

7,  she went  t o t he Cap i t o l  because t he pure food b i l l  was up .  Bu t ,  as i n t he 

p r ev i ous y ea r ,  t he r e i s no f o l l o w up ,  no h i n t  as t o her own i n t e r e s t s i n t h i s 
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l e g i s l a t i o n ( t he f a m i l y ' s r e s t a u r a n t  bus i ness? ) She no t es o t her i tems o f l oca l  

I n t e r e s t .  On a v i s i t  t o Im l ay C i t y on May 6,  she records t h a t  e l e c t r i c l i g h t s 

a r e l i t  f o r t he f i r s t  t i me (Ra l ph Hask i n ' s f a t h e r owns t he e l e c t r i c company 

r espons i b l e f o r t h i s i l l u m i n a t i o n ) and back i n Lans i ng ,  on August  16,  she no t es ,  

"The s t r e e t  c a r s run a c r oss t he new b r i dge f o r t he f i r s t  t i me a t  10:30 t on i gh t . " 

And t h a t  i s t he sum t o t a l  o f d i a r y e n t r i e s beyond t he pe r sona l .  They r e v ea l  

no awareness ,  f o r examp le ,  o f t he impact  o f t he na t i ona l  dep ress i on on Lans i ng .  

T h i s 1895 d i a r y ,  t he on l y o t her volume o f her d i a r i e s e x t an t ,  r e f l e c t s t he 

same,  average ,  young woman— op t i m i s t i c ,  f r i e n d l y ,  hard-work i ng ,  hea l t hy ,  even 

t empered—as t he 1894 one.  Her work i n t he f a m i l y r e s t a u r a n t  I s s t i l l  un-

comp l a i n i ng l y recorded as " I d i d my work as u s u a l " or "washed and I roned napk i ns 

t h i s forenoon . " As i n t he p r ev i ous yea r ,  her days a r e c e r t a i n l y not  w i t hou t  

t h e i r l i t t l e r p l e a s u r e s :  d a l l y wa l ks t o v i s i t  o t he r s or t o do some " t r a d i n g " 

uptown or t o mere l y go uptown t o see or be seen .  In a d d i t i o n t o t hese f o r a y s ,  

a f t e rnoons a t  home a r e u s u a l l y spen t  r ead i ng ,  or s e w i n g — c o n s t r u c t i n g w a i s t s ,  

s k i r t s ,  d r esses f o r h e r s e l f ,  or f a sh i on i n g shaw l s ,  aprons ,  p i n cush i ons ,  

wrappers ,  n e c k t i e s f o r f a m i l y and f r i e n d s — o r t y i n g up comfor t ab l es and c r oche t i ng 

and l e a r n i n g " t o make t a t t i n g . " 

H i g h l i g h t s i n her pa t t e rned e x i s t e n c e i nc l ude band c once r t s .  S a l v a t i o n Army 

s t r e e t  c onc e r t s ,  v i s i t s t o t he g l a s s b l owers (where she "drew a sh i p " and her 

f r i e n d a p i p e ) ,  t r i p s t o t he r i n k ( t o see Edd i e Sm i t h ,  a champion s k a t e r ,  or 

t o ska t e w i t h Ra l p h ) ,  baseba l l  games,  and even boat  r i d e s .  Once she goes t o t he 

corner t o hear E v a n g e l i s t  W i l l s and ano t her t i me she hears Rober t  I n g e r s o i i  a t  

t he Opera House.  No comment ,  no e l a b o r a t i o n ,  no r e a c t i o n ,  no i n forma t i on on 

t hese l a s t  two even t s .  Mere l y a no t a t i on o f her a t t endance .  She spends more t i me 

on f i r e s :  "Joe Beck ' s s t o r e caugh t  f i r e a t  2 a.m." (March 13,  1895) On 
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March 24 th t he r e were fou r a l arms i n l e s s t han two hours .  One o f t hese a l arms 

was f o r a f i r e In a barn i n t he a l l e y between her house and t he Chapman house .  

"The ho t e l  came near go i ng . " J u l y had i t s share of f i r e s as w e l l .  D id t hese 

f i r e s genera t e exc i t emen t ,  f e a r ,  i nc r eased a c t i v i t y on her p a r t ,  communi ty 

con fus i on or t ragedy? She does not  d i s c l o s e though her j o t t i n g s on t he f i r e s 

a r e f u l l e r t han on t he l e c t u r e s she men t i ons hav i ng a t t ended .  

There a r e s t i l l  o t her d i v e r s i o n s .  The Richmond ( J e w e l r y s t o r e ? ) auc t i on 

c r e a t e s a f l u r r y o f exc i t emen t  f o r Edna and her f r i e n d s n e c e s s i t a t i n g two or 

t h r e e t r i p s d a i l y f o r over two weeks .  Donsereaux ' s (depar tmen t  s t o r e ? ) s a l e s 

a r e wor th an a l mos t  d a i l y t r i p uptown .  A l l  t h i s he i gh t ened i n t e r e s t  i n s a l e s 

and shops and even t he i nc r eased sew ing a c t i v i t i e s r e f l e c t  t he for t hcom i ng h i gh 

po i n t  o f Edna ' s yea r :  her mar r i age t o Ra lph Hask i n .  

A v i s i t  from her soon- to-be s i s t e r and b r o t he r - i n - l aw spark s e v e r a l  v i s i t s 

t o t he S t a r Thea t re where t hey see ,  on s u c c e s s i v e n i g h t s ,  "The P o l i c e P a t r o l , " 

"The Wh i te Squadron ," and "The M idn i gh t  A l arm . " Were t hese p l a y s d u l l ? Wel l  

ac t ed? Amusing? D i d t hey r e f l e c t  l i f e a t  t he t i me? D id t hey con t a i n a 

p r e s c r i p t i o n f o r l i f e ? Edna does not  desc r i be them or t he expe r i ence ,  l e t  a l one 

e v a l ua t e them .  

Correspondence rema ins Edna ' s v i t a l  l i n e o f commun icat ion and each l e t t e r 

sen t  or r e c e i v ed she sc r u p u l ous l y r ec o r ds .  

More i n f o rma t i on can be found i n t he e n t r i e s concern i ng her mar r i age though 

s c a r c e l y enough t o s a t i s f y t he cu r i ous obse rve r .  The e n t r i e s o f f e r few r e a l  

c l u e s as t o " t he p r oposa l " or t he s e t t i n g o f t he wedd ing da t e ,  bu t  t he f requency 

o f Ra l ph ' s l e t t e r s ,  t he young coup l e ' s " s t a y i n g home t o v i s i t " on h i s t r i p s t o 

Lans i ng ,  Edna ' s w a i t i n g up w i t h Ra l ph who pro l onged h i s v i s i t  by t ak i n g t he 

4 a.m.  m i l k t r a i n back t o Im l ay C i t y ,  and her angu i shed "Oh how I ha t ed t o have 

him go" en t r y t e s t i f y t o t he grow ing se r i ousness o f t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p .  
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In t he weeks p r i o r t o t h e i r Thanksg i v i ng day n u p t i a l s ,  t he r e were more than 

t he usua l  t r i p s uptown w i t h mama t o t he Donseraux s a l e s ( a l r e ad y men t ioned) where 

she "got  some s t u f f f o r comfor t ab l es and shea t s [ s i c ]  and aprons , " and t o 

Simon ' s where she purchased her l ace c u r t a i n s .  On t he Sunday preced i ng her 

wedd ing ,  f o l l o w i n g s e v e r a l  a f t e rnoons o f c l e an i ng her t runk and pack i ng boxes ,  

Edna no ted t h a t  she " d i r e c t e d and sea l ed my ca r ds" (her wedd ing announcemen ts) .  

And added ,  " I expec t  t h i s i s t he l a s t  Sunday I w i l l  be home i n some t i me . " 

Three days l a t e r Ra l ph a r r i v e d and t oge t her t hey went  t o t he greenhouse t o 

s e l e c t  t he f l owe r s f o r t he nex t  day ' s ceremony.  Tha t  even i ng t hey "went  up and 

p r a c t i c e d t he march a few m i nu t es . " 

The d e t a i l s o f t he wedd ing i t s e l f  a r e scan t y .  Edna ,  i n her usua l  t e r s e s t y l e ,  

wro t e o f t he a l l  impor t an t  o ccas i on :  "Ra lph Hask i n and I were mar r i ed a t  

3:00 p.m.  t oday by Rev .  H i ckey and l e f t  on 6:10 t r a i n f o r Im l ay C i t y - a r r i v e d 

here [ I m l a y C i t y ] a t  8:45 and s t ayed i n our home." One can surm i se t h a t  t he 

wedding i s sma l l  (she r eco rds on l y 23 gues t s p r esen t ) and t h a t  i t  m igh t  have been 

he l d on Thanksg i v i ng Day because o f t he r e s t a u r a n t  ho l i da y ,  (The p op u l a r i t y o f 

e a t i n g Thanksg i v i ng d i nner ou t  was not  t o become a " t r a d i t i o n " u n t i l  some 

decades l a t e r . ) 

The young Hask i ns '  honeymoon t r i p appa r en t l y c ons i s t ed o f t he two and one 

h a l f hour t r a i n r i d e from Lans i ng t o Im l ay C i t y f o r t he nex t  days '  e n t r i e s 

c h r o n i c l e t he young b r i d e ' s a t t emp t s t o pu t  t h e i r house i n o rde r :  c l ean i ng t he 

pan t r y ,  s h e l v i n g books ,  unpack i ng ,  and c e l e b r a t i n g t h e i r f i r s t  meal  i n t h e i r own 

home a t  supper two weeks a f t e r t h e i r wedd ing .  They may we l l  have been t a k i n g 

t h e i r mea ls du r i ng t he i n t e r i m w i t h t he sen i o r Hask i ns as she men t ioned "went  

over and had b r e a k f a s t " t he morn ing a f t e r t h e i r mar r i age .  A t  o t her t i mes ,  she 
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recorded go ing over t o " t he o t her house" t o hear t he Mask i ns Home o r c h e s t r a 

p r a c t i c e .  

Four days f o l l o w i n g t h e i r wedd ing ,  Edna ,  her mo t her- i n- l aw and Ra l ph go 

downtown i n Im l ay C i t y t o p i ck ou t  ca r pe t  and d i shes .  Tha t  even i ng Ra lph sews 

t he c a r pe t ,  l a y s i t ,  and pu t s up t he s t ove i n t he s i t t i n g room.  On December 24 th 

Edna ' s mama a r r i v e s t o spend Ch r i s t mas w i t h her daugh t er and new son- i n- l aw .  

Dur i ng December t he e n t r i e s a r e spo rad i c and a f t e r t he l a s t  two e n t r i e s on 

December 28 and 29 no t i ng Ra l ph ' s hav i ng worked on t he b o i l e r a l l  n i gh t  and t he 

nex t  day ,  t he d i a r y ends .  Whether Edna d i d no t ,  as she had f o r 1894 and 1895,  

r e c e i v ed a d i a r y as a g i f t  f o r 1896,  whether i t  was l o s t  ( p o s s i b l y t o a f i r e ) ,  

or whether t he a c t i v i t i e s o f mar r i ed l i f e superceded d i a r y w r i t i n g i s not  known.  

In one o f her f i n a l  e n t r i e s she records hav i ng gone t o he l p Ra l ph on some pan t s 

i n t he a f t e rnoon and aga i n i n t he even i ng ;  i t  i s known from photographs t h a t  she 

con t i nued t o devo t e a t  l e a s t  some o f her sew ing t a l e n t s t o he l p i ng Ra l ph ' s 

t a i l o r i n g bus i ness i n t he y ea r s t o f o l l o w .  

In sum,  Edna seemed happy enough w i t h her fam i l y / ne i ghbor / work o r i en t ed 

l i f e - a n d a l mos t  e s t a s t i c abou t  her for t hcom i ng mar r i age t o Ra l ph .  Her p r e -

m a r i t a l  wor l d r ev o l ved around t he r e s t a u r a n t  bus i ness ,  her mother ,  her s i s t e r -

i n - l aw A l i c e ,  her young n i e c e s ,  ner many f r i e n d s .  She q u i c k l y f i t t e d i n t o 

Ra l ph ' s f a m i l y .  There seemed t o be a genu ine fondness f o r h i s s i s t e r s ( a t  l e a s t  

N ina and Neva) who came t o Lans i ng f o r ex t ended v i s i t s and t hey i n t u r n appeared 

t o welcome her e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y i n t o t he f a m i l y .  The f a m i l y and i n- l aw 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s appear s t r ong and c l o s e ,  a f a r c r y from many o f t oday ' s s p l i n t e r e d 

f a m i l i e s .  Edna harbored l i t t l e j e a l o u s y ,  r e v ea l ed a l mos t  no ev i dence o f 

p e t t i n e s s ,  no r eco r d o f ego c e n t r i c i s m .  She appeared we l l  ad j us t ed ;  unpressured .  
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though ve r y busy;  easy go i ng ,  ye t  e f f i c i e n t ;  ca lm ;  adap t ab l e ;  congen i a l .  

Was t h i s s t udy wor t hwh i l e or mere l y a form o f academ ic voyeur i sm? D id 

t h i s s t udy do any more t han i n t r oduce t he reader t o a person whose l i f e cou l d 

be v i c a r i o u s l y shared ,  t o a person whose b r i e f a s e p t i c r eco rd i ngs cou l d s t i mu l a t e 

t he i mag i na t i on? C e r t a i n l y t h i s s t udy r e v ea l ed t h a t  f o r one young woman,  more 

t y p i c a l  t han a t y p i c a l .  In Lans i ng ,  M i ch i gan i n t he 1890 ' 3 l i f e was not  on l y 

p o s s i b l e ,  bu t  "peaches" a t  t i mes ,  w i t hou t  t e l ephones ,  au t omob i l es ,  t e l e v i s i o n s ,  

r a d i o ,  s t ereophon i c sound ,  and mot ion p i c t u r e s ,  even f o r an en e r g e t i c ,  l i f e 

a f f i r m i n g ,  hardwork i ng young woman.  Qu i t e as c l e a r l y ,  l i f e wou ld have been 

i mposs i b l e w i t hou t  t he d a i l y comings and go ings o f o t her peop l e ,  w i t hou t  t he 

commanding presence o f d a i l y o b l i g a t i o n s .  Fur t hermore ,  t hese d i a r i e s ,  l i k e so 

many o t her n o n - l i t e r a r y d i a r i e s ,  r e v e a l  a preoccupa t i on w i t h wea ther ,  w i t h 

p r e c i s e f a c t s and even t s o f d a l l y l i f e ,  a preoccupa t i on devo i d o f much r e v e a l i n g 

e l ab o r a t i on .  When t hese d i a r i e s ,  aga i n t y p i c a l l y ,  document  t he f a c t  t h a t  

d e c i s i v e and major a c t i o n s can be under t aken by a government  or f a l l  t o be under-

t aken by a government  where needed ,  a c t i o n s or i n a c t i on s t h a t  l ead t o long l a s t i n g 

r e a c t i o n s ,  and t he o r d i na r y and hardwork i ng c i t i z e n n e i t h e r no t es nor appears 

t o even be aware o f what  I s happen ing ,  I t  i s wor th t a k i n g n o t i c e .  

M i ch i gan S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y 
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Poems f o r a Time o f Shor t  V iews 

Bernard F,  Engel  

Con temporary v e r se o f f e r s t oo much accomp l i shed d i v e r s i t y t o g i ve t he 

p i geon-ho l er an easy t i me .  I t  i s hard t o come t o comprehens ive s t a t emen t s even 

i f  one chooses t o focus on t he work o f i n d i v i d u a l s r a t h e r t han hun t  f o r t he 

genera l  tendendy t he c r i t i c f e e l s ob l i g a t ed t o s n i f f  ou t .  

Neve r t he l ess ,  t o s t a r t  s n i f f i n g :  probab l y t he most  adm i red con temporary 

i s John Ashbery ,  a w r i t e r who o f t en se r v es up both long and sho r t  poems t h a t  a r e 

as i mpene t rab l e as t hose o f Har t  Crane bu t  w i t hou t  t he b r i l l a n c e o f imagery .  

Ye t  somet imes ,  as i n " S e l f - P o r t r a i t  i n a Convex M i r r o r " and an occas i ona l  l y r i c ,  

Ashbery i s so profound and o r i g i n a l  t h a t  t he d i f f i c u l t y o f much o f h i s work 

doesn ' t  ma t t er .  

Ashbery t ends t o dea l  w i t h t he l a r ge s u b j e c t — m a t t e r s o f p u b l i c knowledge 

and concern ,  o r ,  c onv e r se l y ,  c a r e f u l ,  prob i ng exam i na t i on o f t he s e l f .  At  ano t her 

of t he numerous po l es i s t he persona l  l y r i c ,  c oncen t r a t i ng on t he w r i t e r ' s s e l f 

i n i t s d a i l y expe r i ence a t  home w i t h spouse and c h i l d r e n ,  i n t he market  or t he 

s e r v i c e s t a t i o n or t he h o s p i t a l ,  o r ,  r a r e l y a t  work (a l mos t  a l ways t he scho o l -

room) .  

The p r a c t i t i o n e r s i n t h i s mode a r e l i k e l y t o be e n t h r a l l e d by one or ano ther 

o f t he s l ogans o f r ecen t  d e c a d e s — " p r o j e c t i v e v e r s e , " " t he deep image," t he 

" s e n s i b l e s u r r e a l . " L i k e t he v e r se o f Cha r l es O l son ,  t h e i r work seldom i s 

s u f f i c i e n t l y accomp l i shed t o suppor t  t he we i gh t  o f t he t h e o r i z i n g t hey and t h e i r 

f ans engage i n .  Bu t  t he r e a r e such c o n t r a r i e t i e s i n t he work o f any age .  

An examp le o f t he con t emporary who,  t a k i n g l i m i t e d r i s k s ,  somet imes w r i t e s 

i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  even mov i ng l y ,  and somet imes f a l l s i s Roger P f i ngs t on ,  au t hor of 
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The C i r c u s o f Unreasonab l e Ac t s ,  a se t  o f 26 b r i e f poems (Yea r s P r ess ,  

Eas t  Lans i ng ,  M i ch . ) .  P f l ngs t on ,  a t eache r o f E n g l i s h and photography i n 

B l oom lng ton ,  w r i t e s a f f e c t i n g l y i n such p i eces as "The So f t  Spo t , " an exp r ess i on 

o f wonderment  a t  change and grow th t h a t  i s brough t  home t o him when h i s f o u r -

y ea r - o l d bu t t s him In t he b e l l y - a n a c t  show ing t h a t  t he boy has indeed ou tgrown 

t he " s o f t  spo t " o f e a r l y ch i l dhood .  

P f l ngs t on i s eq u a l l y a f f e c t i n g i n "Neruda ' s Bee ," a r e f l e c t i o n on t he 

paradoxes sugges t ed by t he Ch i l ean poe t ' s boyhood d i sc o v e r y o f momentary 

s a t i s f a c t i o n s ob t a i ned by sna t ch i ng up o t her c r e a t u r e s i n a manner t h a t  appears 

as a r b i t r a r y as t he d e c i s i o n s ,  i f any ,  t h a t  a f f e c t  ou t  own l i v e s and dea t hs .  

The poem works because i t  meets t he demand o f t he modern Roman t ic f o r s p e c i f i c s 

o f expe r i ence .  

Bu t  t he use o f p a r t i c u l a r s has i t s dangers .  In "Poem A f t e r an NBC News 

Fea t u r e , " i t  c o n t r i b u t e s t o t he t oo easy i rony i n t he c o n t r a s t  between a man seen 

wa l k i ng through a sewer and t he e q u a l l y "mu f f l ed" wor l d above t he pavement .  

Somet imes P f l ngs t on shows a sense o f humor t h a t  saves a poem seem ing ly 

headed t oward g i v i n g on l y an a c cu r a t e d e s c r i p t i o n o f no t h i ng much ( t o t he 

Roman t ic ,  e v e r y t h i ng o f course amounts t o much) .  Thus i n " I ns t ead o f TV I 

Watch YOu and t he Ra i n" he opens w i t h two s t anzas o f d e s c r i p t i o n t h a t ,  though 

p r e c i s e i n d e t a i l ,  seem t o l ack any l a r ge purpose .  

Bu t  i n t he l a s t  two s t anzas he imag ines h i mse l f as t he c l o t h i n t he garment  

enve l op i ng a woman 's l e gs ,  a c once i t  t h a t ,  i f ha r d l y profound or s u r p r i s i n g ,  i s 

a t  l e a s t  amusing .  And i n t he " Th i s O t herpoe t " he s e t s down a l i v e l y Impress i on of 

a woman who not  on l y burns i n s i d e him bu t  d e f i a n t l y d e c l a r e s she w i l l  l eave him 

t o "damn we l l  z i p " t o i n f i n i t y on h i s own.  

P f i ngs t on ' s book i s engaging r ead i ng .  Twen ty yea r s ago ,  one would have 



concluded wi th a wish tha t he would take on larger aims ,  meaning the aes t he t i c-

ph i losoph ica l statement we were t ra i ned to expect in the work of E l i o t and 

Stevens .  Perhaps today we have learned to be reasonably s a t i s f i e d with short 

V1ews.  Enough of them may add up to 1ong v i ews af t er a l l .  

Michigan S ta te Un i vers i t y 
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A Worker o f our Wor ld 

Cha r l es H.  M i l l e r 

THE WEED KING and O ther S t o r i e s by Jack Conroy .  I n t r o ,  by Douglas Wixon 

Lawrence H i l l  & Co.  17.95 he ,  9.95 pb 

Who made our na t i on what  i t  i s t oday? C a p i t a l  and l abor d i d t he j ob ;  t he 

r i c h man pu t  c a p i t a l  on t he l i n e ,  t he poor man pu t  h i s l i f e on t he l i n e .  

C a p i t a l ' s heroes a r e n o t o r i o u s l y we l l  known— t he Gou lds ,  Van d e r b i l t s and 

C a r n e g i e s — b u t  l abo r ' s heroes ,  excep t  perhaps f o r Joe H i l l  and John L.  Lew i s ,  

a r e name less and f a c e l e s s .  Now Jack Conroy t u r n s a s t r ong c l e a r l i g h t  on our 

unknown workers .  

L i k e Jack London ,  Gorky and D r e i s e r ,  Conroy i s h i mse l f a worker who made 

i t  as a w r i t e r .  He went  t o work a t  age 14 a f t e r t he dea th o f h i s f a t h e r ,  bu t  

h i s mother was de t erm ined t o keep her hea l t hy b i g son ou t  o f t he Midwest  m ines 

t h a t  had k i l l e d h i s f a t h e r ,  a b r o t he r ,  and many r e l a t i v e s .  So young Jack became 

a m i gran t  worker i n r a i l r o a d y a r ds ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  m i l l s ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n and on farms .  

He d i d what  Kerouac hoped t o do:  l i v e l i k e a worker and t e l l  us e x a c t l y what  i t  

i s l i k e i n t he shape-up ,  on t he j ob ,  i n b r e ad l i nes and among t he c a s u a l t i e s ,  

Conroy roved many s t a t e s and c i t i e s i n sea r ch o f r a r e Depress i on j obs ,  bu t  t he 

bes t  pay he got  was a wea l t h o f peop l e .  

Conroy ' s workers a r e a f a s c i n a t i n g as t hey a r e v a r i o u s .  When t he d r i f t e r 

'Weed K i ng '  becomes a sma l l  landowner ,  he f a i l s .  The good-hear ted Sy r i an o f t he 

' S i r e n '  s t o r y becomes a s u c c e s s f u l  bus inessman u n t i l  he f a i l s i n t he s t r i k e -

t o r n m i n i ng d i s t r i c t .  Bu t  both t hese l one l y i n d i v i d u a l s a r e memorable.  O t hers 

s i mp l y s u f f e r ,  hunger and s u r v i v e ( o r no t ) as remnant  Amer i cans ,  even t hose 

r u r a l  m i ners who were ' never f a r from t he green f i e l d s and f i s h i n g s t reams '  
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of home.  Among whole people we meet in these s t o r i e s and sketches i s Conroy 's 

mother; in her ' F i e l ds of Golden Glow '  she i s a heroine of parental endeavor 

who succeeds in r a i s i n g her surv i v i ng ch i l dren to a be t ter l i f e .  

Conroy 's ear l y nove l ,  The D i s i nher i t ed i s unique among c l a s s i c s of 

workers ,  but t h i s co l l e c t i on of s t o r i e s has a w i ld range from vulgar fo l k l ore to 

t a l l t a l e s to confessional ske tches .  In a bruta l construct ion camp,  o f f - l i m i t s 

to Negroes,  Conroy befr i ends a young Negro and ' . . .shared h i s hut and h i s hot 

food when the f r o s t was t h i ck and the mornings co l d , '  and brings the black to 

l i f e in h i s prose ,  long af t er he has been stoned and dr iven off the job .  

Happi ly ,  the bottom l i ne i s entertainment .  These workers show us how 

hunger can sharpen w i t s ,  how depr iva t ion cannot always crush the s p i r i t .  They 

walk (or limp) through these s t o r i e s as rea l as Conroy knew them.  Recent ly 

Studs Terkel read some of these s t o r i e s by Conroy on h i s weekly broadcast ,  so 

there ' s a chance tha t t h i s mul l igan of s t o r i e s may reach the wide audience i t 

deserves .  

Heath ,  Mass.  
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Sherwood Anderson ,  L e t t e r - W r i t e r :  I I 

Dav i d D.  Anderson 

A few months ago I used t he oppo r t un i t y o f t he p u b l i c a t i o n o f Cha r l es E.  

Mad l ln ' s e x c e l l e n t l y ed i t ed Sherwood Anderson ;  Se l c t ed L e t t e r s t o record 

some o f my t hough t s abou t  t he en t ens i v e correspondence Sherwood Anderson 

ma i n t a i ned w i t h many peop l e over many y e a r s .  Now,  w i t h t he p u b l i c a t i o n o f 

ano t her impor t an t  c o l l e c t i o n ,  I f i n d ano t her such oppo r t un i t y t o make some 

add 11 i  ona1 comment  s .  

The new c o l l e c t i o n ,  composed o f 305 l e t t e r s Anderson wro t e t o a s i n g l e 

f r i e n d over a pe r i od o f aobu t  seven t een y e a r s ,  two o t he r s by Anderson ,  and two 

from t he r e c i p i e n t  o f t he 305 ,  i s L e t t e r s t o Bob:  Sherwood Anderson t o 

Mar i e t ha F i n l e y ,  1916-33 (Urbana :  U n i v e r s i t y o f I l l i n o i s P r ess ,  1985) ,  

ed i t ed by W i l l i am A.  Su t t on ,  t he Anderson s cho l a r t o whom so many o f us have 

owe so much f o r so many y e a r s .  

As i n t e r e s t i n g as was Anderson ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o M a r i e t t a F i n l e y — whether 

she was Anderson ' s m i s t r e s s ,  as t he j a c k e t  p roc l a i ms or whether t hey were t he 

c l o s e f r i e n d s desc r i bed by Su t t on i s a ma t t er o f deba te — and as f a s c i n a t i n g 

and r e v e a l i n g as a r e t he l e t t e r s ,  even more f a s c i n a t i n g i s t he l i t e r a r y d e t e c t i v e 

s t o r y t h a t  l ed Su t t on t o t h e i r u l t i m a t e p u b l i c a t i o n f o r t y - f o u r yea r s a f t e r 

Anderson ' s dea t h ,  s i x t e e n a f t e r Ma r i e t t a F i n l e y ' s (She became Mrs.  E.  Vernon 

Hahn i n 1928) ,  and f i f t y - t w o y ea r s a f t e r t he l a s t  l e t t e r s appa r en t l y passed 

between them .  

In an e a r l i e r essay ,  pub l i shed i n 1976,  Su t t on d esc r i b es h i s i n i t i a l  

d i s c o v e r y o f Mrs.  Hahn and her r e l a t i o n s h i p t o Sherwood:  

In 1962 I became aware o f Mrs.  Hahn through t he Newberry ' s Development  
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F i l e ,  the l i s t of people from whom the l i brary hoped to make acqu i s i t i ons .  
At the time I was working on The Road to Winesburg (publ ished in 1972) 
. . . .  Because Mrs.  Hahn 's home in Ind ianapo l is was only s i x t y mi les from 
mine in Muncie,  f t seemed necessary that I should become acquainted 
wi th a prime Anderson source so c l ose to home.  

The l i brary had an o ld address for Mrs.  Hahn.  After one l e t t e r was 
re turned ,  I made an appeal to medical fr i ends who approached the matter 
through Dr .  Hahn 's address in a medical d i rec t ory .  Dr .  Hahn had d i ed ,  
but my fr i ends did produce an address for Mrs.  Hahn,  who was l i v i ng in 
a cooperat ive housing u n i t ,  The Propylaeum,  in Ind i anapo l i s .  She was 
then seventy-three years of age and recuperat ing from a very ser ious 
i I I n e s s .  

After rece i v i ng permission to v i s i t Mrs.  Hahn and making an appropriate 
appointment ,  I was greeted ,  upon enter ing Mrs.  Hahn 's one-room 
apartment wi th these words: "Why did Sherwood Anderson marry Tennessee 
Mi tchel1?"2 

Gradua l ly ,  af t er admi t t ing tha t he didn ' t know but otherwise proving h i s 

creden t i a l s as an Anderson scho l ar ,  Sutton extracted the s tory of the F i n l ey-

Anderson re l a t i onsh i p and the ex is tence of a treasure trove of prev ious ly 

unrecorded l e t t e r s from Anderson.  F i n l ey and Anderson had met in the f a l l of 

1914 at a play product ion by the Chicago L i t t l e Theatre in the F ine Arts 

Bu i ld ing - F i n l ey was twenty-four; Anderson,  at t h i r t y - e i g h t ,  was married to 

h i s f i r s t w i fe ,  Corne l i a ,  and the fa ther of three-young ch i l dren .  After h i s 

sudden departure from a sucessfu l business career in E l y r i a ,  Ohio ,  near ly two 

years before ,  he was wr i t i ng adver t i s i ng copy by day and t ry i ng to be a wr i ter 

a t n ight ; the f i r s t of h i s short s t o r i e s ,  "the Rabbit-Pen ," had been publ ished 

in Harpers the previous Ju l y .  

Anderson 's re l a t i onsh i p wi th F i n l ey began almost immediately ,  as did the 

l e t t e r s that passed between them,  and they were to cont inue through Anderson 's 

three d ivorces and and two marriages; they f i n a l l y ceased in 1933,  as Anderson 

was about to marry Eleanor Copenhaver,  h i s fourth w i fe ,  to begin what was to be 

h i s happiest marriage .  
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Neverthe less ,  the f i r s t l e t t e r from Anderson to F i n l ey in the co l l ec t i on 

i s dated September 26 ,  1916,  shor t l y af t er the pub l ica t ion of Anderson 's f i r s t 

nove l ,  Windy.  McPherson 's Son.  E a r l i e r l e t t e r s ,  Mrs.  Hahn t o l d Sut ton ,  had 

been destroyed because Anderson had asked her t o ,  and ,  "L ike a f o o l ,  I did ."3 

Only two of Anderson 's l e t t e r s to F i n l ey surv i ve ,  one of which ends the co l l ec t i on 

there are 307 of Anderson 's l e t t e r s includ ing a l l that surv i ve of h i s " l e t t e r s 

to Bab." 

During the nineteen years of t h e i r r e l a t i o nsh i p ,  F i n l ey befriended Anderson 's 

three w ives ,  and for a period of almost e ight years (1921-29) she contributed 

$100 a month to the support of h i s ch i l dren .  In 1921 she purchased two of h i s 

watercolors for $300.00 each to provide him wi th money to spend on h i s f i r s t 

t r i p to Europe ,  wi th Tennessee Mi tche l l and h i s fr i end Paul Rosenfe ld .  

Neverthe less ,  Anderson 's Le t t ers to Bab are ,  l i k e Anderson 's other 

co l l ec t ed l e t t e r s ,  l ess personal communications during a personal re l a t i onsh i p 

than they are ,  l i k e h i s works ,  part of the massive s p i r i t u a l and a r t i s t i c auto-

biography of Sherwood Anderson.  Anderson 's l i f e and works document h i s search 

af t er the tru th tha t cont inued to elude him u n t i l ,  in the l a s t years of h i s l i f e ,  

he concluded that the search i t s e l f was the only tru th he — or we — could ever 

know.  

Ear l y in the c o l l e c t i o n ,  in a l e t t e r dated November 23 ,  1916,  Anderson 

suggested that "Suppose instead of j us t wr i t i ng your l e t t e r s which may concern 

themselves wi th personal t h i ngs ,  a co ld in the head ,  e t c .  I wr i te you instead 

my observat ions on l i f e . . . , " 4 and nowhere i s the c loseness between Anderson 's 

observat ions and h i s work more c l e a r l y evident than in t h i s co l l e c t i o n ; on 
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October 24,  1916,  h i s recorded obse r v a t i on from a t r a i n presages " t he Un t o l d 

L i e " o f W inesburg ,  Oh io ;  t he f i n a l  l e t t e r ,  w r i t t e n i n A p r i l ,  1983,  concerns 

t he p o s s i b l e use o f I n d i a n a p o l i s as s e t t i n g i n a p r o j c t e d no ve l ;  a b r i e f f r e e 

ve r se fn a l e t t e r o f 1921 becomes a poem i n A New Tes t amen t ,  pub l i shed i n 

1927.  

Anderson ' s L e t t e r s t o Bab a r e moments o f i n s i g h t  i n t o Anderson h i mse l f ,  

d rama t i zed ,  even my t ho l og i zed ,  t o a g r e a t e r e x t en t  t han i n any of h i s o t her 

l e t t e r s ,  sugges t i ng a r o l e f o r F i n l e y i n Anderson ' s l i t e r a r y i mag i na t i on t h a t  she 

had never recogn i zed ,  perhaps cou l d not  l e t  h e r s e l f unders t and ,  as t he s i l e n t  

Bab becomes a c a t a l y s t  t o f r e e Anderson ' s f ancy du r i ng t he c r i t i c a l  yea r s t h a t  

made him a g r ea t  a r t i s t ;  perhaps t h a t  r o l e i s even g r e a t e r t han her s e r v i c e i n 

p r e se r v i n g t hese l e t t e r s .  

W i th t he p u b l i c a t i o n o f L e t t e r s t o Bab ,  one impor t an t  c o l l e c t i o n o f 

Anderson ' s l e t t e r s rema i ns t o be pub l i shed :  t hose t o E l eanor Copenhaver Anderson ,  

h i s f o u r t h w i f e ,  widow and manager o f Anderson ' s l i t e r a r y rema ins u n t i l  her dea th 

l a s t  Sep tember .  In a 1976 i n t e r v i e w du r i ng Anderson ' s cen t enn i a l  yea r ,  

she desc r i bed her r o l e :  

I t ' s been a g r ea t  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  bu t  I r e g r e t  I haven ' t  done i t  

b e t t e r .  1 have seen a g r ea t  many peop l e .  I ' ve t r i e d t o t ake ca r e 

of Sherwood ' s i n t e r e s t s bu t  not  t o push As f o r p r ese r v i n g 

t he manusc r i p t s ,  I t h i n k I ' ve done t h a t  f a i r l y we 11.5 

Anderson ,  i t  i s c l e a r ,  was fo r t una t e , " as Anderson s c h o l a r s a r e f o r t u n a t e ,  

i n t he women who came i n t o h i s l i f e and p r ese rved t he remarkab l e l e t t e r s he wro t e .  

M i ch i gan S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y 
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