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THE FICTIONAL WRITING OF RUSSELL KIRK 

WI11 lam McCann 

R u s s e l l  K i r k ' s prom inence as an exponen t  o f c o n se r v a t i v e though t  

has undoub t ed l y obscured h i s accomp l i shmen t s as a w r i t e r o f f i c t i o n .  

Those r eade r s who a r e I n agreemen t  w i t h h i s p o l i t i c a l  and p h i l o s op h i c a l  

v i ews a r e somet imes unaware o f h i s o t her w r i t i n g s ,  wh i l e t hose who have 

l i t t l e l i k i n g f o r h i s conse r va t i sm o f t e n en j oy h i s nove l s and t a l e s .  

I n 1961 ,  e i gh t  y e a r s a f t e r t he p u b l i c a t i o n o f h i s best -known 

book .  The Conse r v a t i v e Mind ,  Mr.  K i r k ' s nove l  O ld House o f Fear came ou t  

and was w i de l y h a i l e d as a f i r s t - r a t e Go t h i c no ve l .  "We f o l l o w him w i t h 

dazed and d e l i gh t ed a t t e n t i o n , " wro t e The New Yorker r e v i ewe r ,  "from t he 

f i r s t  mu f f l ed c r y t o t he f i n a l  m i dn i gh t  scream . " Anthony Boucher In h i s 

N̂ .Y_.  T imes rev i ew found t he nove l  " l o v i n g l y and t h r l l l i n g l y execu t ed .  

" K i r k had t u rned h i s f e r t i l e f ancy and v a s t  knowledge o f S c o t t i s h h i s t o r y 

(he wro t e t he volume on S t .  Andrews f o r t he Ba t s f o r d s e r i e s ) t o t he 

concoc t i on o f a g r i pp i ng adven t ure y a r n .  I t  has w i t ches and e v i l  

s p i r i t s ,  deep ,  dark c i s t e r n s ,  Russ i an s p i e s ,  bar ren moors,  p r e c i p i t o u s 

c l i f f s ,  and t he b e a u t i f u l  Mary MacAsk l va l ,  whose "red h a i r descen t s t o 

her supp l e w a i s t  and who wore a c l o s e - f i t t i n g s u i t  o f green tweed . " And 

her dreamy eyes were green .  There i s e r o t i c i s m ,  t oo ,  you see .  Lus t  l u r k s 

on l one l y Ca r ng l ass ,  a S c o t t i s h I s l a n d ga rn i shed w i t h hea t her and gorse .  

K i r k demons t ra t ed h i s mas t ery o f t he Go t h i c genre .  L i s t e n t o him:  

"A l egend l e s s I n c r e d i b l e , " he s a y s ,  " r e l a t e s t h a t  t he ske l e t on i s t h a t  o f 

an i l l i c i t  l o ve r o f a l ady o f MacAsk l va l ,  s e i z ed a t  h i s abode i n Nor th U l s t ,  
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t ranpor ted t o Carng l ass ,  sub jec ted t o i ndescr i b l e torment ,  and a t  length drowned 

\n the br i ne of  the oub l i e t t e .  What  the Duke of C larence suf fered In a bu t t  of 

malmsey,  some obscure ch i e f t an of the barbarous Hebrides may have endured In a 

darksome p i t  f i l l e d t o I t s br i nk w i th p i ck l ed her r i ng . " P i ck l ed herr i ng Indeedl  

Old Duncan MacAsk lval ,  who acqu i red from h i s Michigan Iron works severa l  

m i l l i on do l l a r s and two coronar l es ,  sends young Hugh Logan t o purchase Carnglass 

Is l and ,  "a heap of gray s tones , " beyond the Outer Is l ands of the Hebr ides.  

Duncan wants t o r e t i r e t o the Old House,  t o exchange a l i f e t i me of serv i t ude in 

a law o f f i c e f o r "one crowded-hour of g l or i ous l i f e . " In h i s e f f o r t s to get  the 

Is l and f o r o l d Duncan and Mary MacAsklval  for h i mse l f ,  Logan has many crowded 

hours ,  g l or i ous and o therw i se .  He matches w i t s and brawn w i t h a cash i ered 

B r i t i s h Army o f f i c e r ,  an I.R.A.  bomb thrower and ph i losopher named Seamus 

Donley,  a d i a b o l i c a l l y cunning Communist  agent ,  and as creepy an assortment  of 

l esser an t agon i s t s as you are l i k e l y t o encounter anywhere.  A l l  t h i s in a 

se t t i ng of " h i l l  and g l en ,  boulder and peat  bog,  bracken and heather ,  wa t e r f a l l  

and burn ." Russe l l  K i r k nar ra t es h i s s t ory In s t y l i z e d ,  o ld-fang led prose 

exac t l y su i t ed t o i t s sub j ec t  and e f f e c t i v e enough t o send Old House of Fear 

in t o numerous ed i t i ons .  

H is second ven ture in f i c t i o n was The Su r l y Su l l en Bel  1 (1962) ,  a 

co l l ec t i on of ten t a l e s and sketches he descr ibed as "unabashedly Goth ic ." In 

them,  he says ,  the reader may f i nd "h i n t s of M.R.  James,  Henry James,  and even 

Jesse James." H is f l ashes of fancy indeed are su i t ab l y f i end i sh ,  h i s evocat ions 

of mood su i t ab l y gruesome.  However,  the t a l e s are not  over l y weighted w i th 



s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  p o l i t i c a l  or o t he r w i se .  K i r k rem inds us t h a t  " t he fun o f t he 

Go t h i ck i s t he fun o f t he r o l l e r c o as t e r or t he c r a z y house a t  t he coun t y f a i r . " 

H i s s t o r i e s a r e bes t  read perhaps i n t he l i g h t  o f a cand l e f l i c k e r i n g In a gus t  

o f a i r from a window we though t  was shu t .  

Perhaps t he two bes t  s t o r i e s i n t he c o l l e c t i o n a r e t he t i t l e s t o r y ,  "The 

S u r l y S u l l e n B e l l , " an a r t f u l l y f i c t i o n i z e d accoun t  o f an a c t u a l  murder by 

po i son t h a t  occu r r ed i n Co lumb i a ,  M i s s ou r i ,  and "What  Shadows We Pu r su r , " a t a l e 

abou t  books and a b i b l i o p h i l e ,  t he f a c t u a l  seeds o f wh i ch may be r e c a l l e d by a 

few r eade r s i n Lans i ng ,  M ich .  V i ncen t  S t a r r e t t  c a l l e d i t  "one o f t he bes t  'book 

s t o r i e s '  I have read i n y e a r s . " c 

The on l y " t r u e " n a r r a t i o n i n t he volume i s "Los t  Lakes , " a f i n e 

d e s c r i p t i v e ske t ch o f t he v i l l a g e o f Mecosta (pop .  394) and I t s e e r i e 

su r round i ngs i n c e n t r a l  M i ch i gan .  The au t hor and h i s f a m i l y have r es i ded t he r e 

In t he a n c e s t r a l  home f o r y e a r s .  "Mecosta ,  "he w r i t e s ,  " I s an Impover i shed and 

f o r g o t t en v i l l a g e ,  s e t  i n a t ownsh i p t h a t  has on l y two r e a l  farms s t i l l  

c u l t i v a t e d .  A m i l e - l ong s t r e t c h o f w ide s t r e e t  f aced w i t h f a l s e - f r o n t e d wh i t e 

frame b u i l d i n g s as i n a wes t ern movie s e t :  t h a t  i s Mescos ta . " ( I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  

Mecosta ' s r u r a l  env i r ons have been mov ing l y dep i c t ed i n From t he Land and Back ,  

an e x c e l l e n t  book by C u r t i s S t a d f e l t ,  an Eas t e r n M i ch i gan U n i v e r s i t y p r o f ess o r . ) 

Apprended t o t he t a l e s and ske t ches i s K i r k ' s pe r c ep t i v e p i ece on t he ghost  

s t o r y i n E n g l i s h l i t e r a t u r e ,  p r e v i o u s l y p r i n t e d In "The C r i t i c , " In i t  he 

r e c a l l s James Thu rber ' s f a v o r i t e mons ter ,  t he Toda l ,  "a c r e a t u r e sen t  t o pun i sh 

e v i l  doers f o r hav i ng done l e s s e v i l  t han t hey shou l d . " I t  can be s a i d t h a t  t he 

Todel  has no need t o pun i sh e v i l  doers i n The S u r l y S u l l e n Be l  1 .  Mr.  K i r k 

b e l l v e s i n ghos t s ,  o f cou r se ,  and h i s own Mecosta houses a r e i nhab i t ed by them .  



The t h i r d book of f i c t i o n ,  a novel  t i t l e d A Crea ture of the Tw i l i gh t  

(1966) reminds one of Eve lyn Waugh 's novel  Scoop (1938) .  A f r i c a i s the se t t i ng 

of both books,  both are s a t i r i c and f l avored w i th ca r i ca t u r e and bur lesque .  ^ 

A lso the au thors '  po in t s of view are s i m i l a r ;  they are on the s i de of t r ad i t i on 

and the o l d order ;  they are enemies of moderni ty and "progress ." The pro tagon i s t  

I s a s i n i s t e r adven turer named Manfred Arcane,  who i s sa t i a t ed w i th women and 

money.  He r e l i e v es h i s tedium by master-minding a coun t er-revo lu t i on in a new 

A f r i can s t a t e ,  Hamnegrl .  He seeks t o res t ore t o power a Su l t an ,  who has been 

d i sp l aced by a "democrat ic" up r i s i ng ,  fos t ered w i th awesome Inep t i tude by 

Russian and U.S.  agen ts .  " I t  i s the American po l i cy ,  "dec l ares the U.S.  envoy," 

t o sympathize w i t h ,  and extend a i d t o ,  the l i b e r a l ,  forward- look ing ,  m idd le-of-

the-road Progess ive movement." 

As the Su l t an ' s sh i e l d aga i ns t  Progress i ve reformers ,  Arcane has bugled 

together a mot ley assemblage of mercenar ies ca l l ed " I n t e r r a c i a l  Peace 

Vo lun t eers . " Bes ides ,  he has gathered around him a wei rd c o l l ec t i on of non-

m i l i t a r y charac t ers .  Among them are Arpad Nemo,  a eunuch and homicidal  maniac,  

a S i c i l i a n beauty of myster ious o r i g i n ,  a daun t l ess Lady G r i ze l  Fergusson ,  and 

Dr.  Mary Jo Travers ("doctor of ph i losophy in communicat ion s k i l l s ,  Un i vers i t y 

of Ken t ucky—af t e r four years a t  Sweet  B r i a r " ) .  Mary Jo ' s animated innocence 

appeals t o long-bur ied remnants of romance in Arcane ' s comp l icated nature .  

Arcane ' s adversar i es as we l l  as h i s adheren ts descr ibe even ts for us .  

Newspaper d i spa tches from two hyper- thyro id j o u r n a l i s t s .  Jack Symonds of the 

Global  Press and Helen Miramar of the N.Y..  Cour ier-Argus are used w i th humerous 

e f f e c t ,  a dev ice which Waugh,  too ,  of t en employed.  K i rk s k i l l f u l l y main tains 

suspense through h i s book,  which he c a l l s a "baroque romance." And baroqu.e i t  

i s in the e l abora t e ornamentat ions of s t y l e and the con t or t i ons of p l o t .  
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In 1979,  two of K t rk ' s books of f i c t i o n were pub l i shed—one was The 

Pr i ncess of A l l  Lands,  a c o l l ec t i on of t a l e s ,  ghos t l y and d i s t u rb i ng ,  and,  the 

author says ,  w i th " t heo l og i ca l  or t ranscenden t a l  Imp l i ca t i ons . " Yet  he c la ims 

t o w r i t e as an en t e r t a i ner ,  hoping t o "d iscomfor t  an o l d man on a w in t er ' s 

n i gh t ,  or a g i r l  in the bloom of her you th ." The second volume.  Lord of the 

Hoi  low Dark ,  was descr ibed by W i l l i am F.  Buck ley ,  J r . ,  as a " s p i r i t u a l  t h r i l l e r ,  

a t a l e of ' E v i l  and S t n , '  and o ther unp leasan t  f a c t s .  But  a l so of Hope.  In 

shor t ,  the o ld-fash i oned Romant ic (and hence a Ch r i s t i an ) m i x ture . " 

K i r k ' s most  recen t  Book of F i c t i on i s Watchers a t  the S t r a i t  Gate (1984) 

another c o l l ec t i on of mys t i ca l  ghost  s t o r i e s ,  pub l i shed ,  as was Pr i ncess of A l1 

Lands,  by Arkham House,  of Sauk C i t y ,  W isconsin .  S ince the days of i t s founder ,  

August  Der l e t h ,  Arkahm House has pub l i shed wei rd and ghos t l y f i c t i o n by t ha t  

s t range w r i t e r H.P.  Lovecraf t  and o ther au thors .  In the In t roduc tory essay t o 

Watchers a t  the S t r a i t  Gate K i r k l earned l y d i scusses the h i s t o r y ,  psychology and 

e t h i cs of h i s Goth ic genre,  which he descr ibed as "experiments in the moral  

imaginat ion ." 

The author of some twenty ser i ous works of non - f i c t i on ,  inc lud ing such 

important  books as E l  l o t  and H is Age (1971) ,  John Randolph of Roanoke (1951) ,  

The Roots of American Order (1974) ,  Edmund Burke (1967) ,  Decadence and Renewal  

in Higher Educat ion (1978) ,  The Intemperate Professor (1965) ,  and Confessions of 

a Bohemian Tory (1963) ,  Russe l l  K i r k born in Plymouth ,  Michigan ,  in 1918.  He 

graduated from Michigan S t a t e Un i ve r s i t y ,  earned h i s M.A.  a t  Duke Un i ve rs i t y ,  

and rece i ved a doctora te from S t .  Andrews Un i ve r s i t y in Sco t l and .  From 1946 t o 

1953 he taught  a t  Michigan S t a t e .  

Marquet te and Eas t  Lans ing ,  Michigan 



EDMUND LOVE 'S MICHIGAN 

,  Theodore R.  Kennedy 

When two wor l d wars and s e v e r a l  hundred m i l l i o n au t omob i l es exhaus t ed t he 

r i c h I r on o re o f t he g r ea t  MesabI range ,  methods were found t o e x t r a c t  an even 

r i c h e r o re from common t a c o n l t e .  Grea t  segmen ts o f M idwes tern l i f e have been 

p o r t r a y e d — e x p l o i t e d .  I f you w i l l — b y such au t ho rs as Theodore D r e i s e r ,  W l l l a Ga t her ,  

S i n c l a i r Lew i s ,  and numerous o t h e r s .  Bu t  t he l i t e r a r y raw ma t e r i a l  con t i nues t o 

be I n e x h a u s t i b l e .  ^ - • ^'  -

I l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h i s l i e s I n t h r e e works by F l i n t ,  M i ch i gan ' s Edmund E.  

Love who has e x p l o i t e d t he " t a c o n l t e " found I n t he l i v e s ,  adven t u res and m i s -

adven t u res o f t y p i c a l  M idwes tern peop l e l i v i n g du r i ng t he f i r s t  h a l f  o f t h i s 

cen t u r y .  ,  

S t r i c t l y speak i ng ,  Edmund Love I s not  a n o v e l i s t  bu t  a s t o r y - t e l l e r .  

Mark Twa in ' s Rough ing I t  wou ld c e r t a i n l y not  be c a l l e d a no ve l ,  nor a l i t e r a l  

n a r r a t i v e ;  bu t  i t  does g i v e t he f u l l  s p i r i t  and f l a v o r o f t he m i n i ng f r o n t i e r 

e r a .  Love ' s work ach i e v es t he same r e s u l t  i n t he modern e r a .  For examp le ,  h i s 

most  s u c c ess f u l  work .  Subways Are For S l eep i ng ,  d ep i c t s c u r i o u s ,  e c c e n t r i c ,  and 

a l ways i n t e r e s t i n g c h a r a c t e r s he had known whose modes o f l i f e were unusua l ,  

even by t he s t andards o f New York C i t y .  

G i ven t he s t o r y - t e l l e r ' s l i c e n s e t o embe l l i sh ,  adorn ,  and man i pu l a t e f o r 

t he sake o f I n t e r e s t  and c l a r i t y .  Love has w r i t t e n t h r ee books o f v i t a l  M i ch i gan 

s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  t o l d w i t h c o l o r ,  d e t a i l ,  w i t  and drama.  

The f i r s t  o f t he t h r e e books .  The S i t u a t i o n In F l u s h i n g ,  pub l i shed i n 

1965,  d e p i c t s l i f e i n t he sma l l  town o f F l u s h i n g ,  M i ch i gan ,  between t he yea rs 



of 1915 and 1925—a period of profound change In the l i v e s of the people of that 

town and of the na t i on .  

The I n i t i a l charm of the book der i ves from a ch i l d ' s consuming 

fasc i na t i on wi th the steam locomotives which labored through F lush ing many t imes 

a day .  F lush ing l i e s In a v a l l e y ,  and the engines of tha t era were so l im i ted In 

power they had to back up and get a running s t a r t to get out of F lush ing and on 

t h e i r way north to Saginaw or south to Durand,  Michigan .  

Some people may doubt tha t a s i x-year-o l d could i den t i fy a steam 

locomotive Just by hearing I t s wh i s t l e a ha l f-m i l e d i s t a n t .  But not one who was 

a ch i l d In tha t pre-e l ec t ron i c e r a .  

Before rad io and l a t er t e l e v i s i o n came along to pre-empt the Imaginat ion 

of ch i l dre n ,  youngsters l i ved In c l oser contact wi th r e a l i t y and wi th the adu l t 

world .  Surpr i s i ng l y often the i n t eres t s and a c t i v i t i e s of ch i l dren and adu l ts 

overlapped: the ch i l dren of F lush ing would r i de t he i r s l eds down the steep c i t y 

s t re e t s during the daytime; the adu l ts might do the same a t n i gh t .  

Mr.  French ,  the owner of the F lush ing hardware s t ore ,  discovered that 

s i x-year-o l d Edmund Love ' s great fondness for pumpkin p ie had given r i s e to a 

profound concern tha t h i s grandfather had not planted enough pumpkin seeds .  

Mr.  French then so ld young Edmund,  a t a bargin p r i c e ,  an ample supply of seeds .  

The hardware merchant thereby enjoyed a two-week head s t a r t on everyone e l se In 

F lush ing In laughing over the gradual appearance of pumpkin v ines from every 

garden ,  flower bed ,  flower pot ,  and every cu l t i va t ed segment of sector of the 

town.  

Those whose prefernce in l i t e r a t u r e runs s t r i c t l y to ac i d or t rag i c 

narra t i ve w i l l not care for Mr.  Love ' s book.  True ,  i t d e t a i l s instances of 
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meanness,  even v l l l a t n y ,  but  these seem sof tened \D the na r r a t i v e ,  as perhaps 

they were sof tened In the r eaH t y of t ha t  long-ago,  gen t l er era .  

But  f o r a por t raya l  of v i l l a g e l i f e In Hld-Amerlca dur ing t ha t  decade 

when the automobi le worked a profound t ransforma t i on In American l i f e ,  one can 

do no be t t er than t o read ,  or re-read .  The S i t ua t i on In F l ush i ng .  

Though the l a s t  of Love ' s Michigan t r i l o g y t o be pub l i shed ,  A Smal1 

Bequest ,  comes second In chronology.  Th i s book I s a na r r a t i ve of the adven tures 

and misadven tures of two 17-year-old young men and t h e i r $25 automobi le .  

The s t ory t urns on the Inves t i ga t i on of some l akes ide proper ty which 

Edmund and h i s bro thers had Inher i t ed from t h e i r grandfa ther .  Such a bequest  

would whet  anyone ' s I n t e r es t ,  but  Michigan has thousands of l akes and the 

ad j o i n i ng proper ty ,  consequen t ly ,  va r i es w ide ly .  The two teen-agers meet  w i t h 

such hardsh ips as bees,  r a i n ,  skunks ,  bears ,  snakes ,  and—wors t  predators of 

a l l —camp opera tors who prey on t o u r i s t s and g u l l i b l e boys.  

There I s some r e l i e f t o the m isery ,  most  notab ly In the form of a 

you thfu l  goddess w i th a penchant  for swimming In the nude.  Even t ua l l y the boys 

are rescued ,  deus ex machlna,  because o lder bro thers do,  somet imes,  appear 

suddenly and he l p f u l l y on the scene.  

A Sma11 Bequest  I s perhaps more a charac t er study than a soc i a l  p i c t ure 

or l i t e r a r y achievement .  But  I t  shows a great  deal  about  a t t i t udes and behavior 

pa t t erns of a haI f -cen t ury ago.  Anyone who has been a teen-age boy,  or f e l t  

some at tachment  t o a teen-age boy,  can read I t  w i th enjoyment .  

S t range l y enough.  Love ' s best  book was commercial ly the l eas t  successfu l  

of the t hree .  I t s f a t e I l l u s t r a t e s ,  I f I l l u s t r a t i o n I s needed,  the c r i t i c a l  

r o l e of ed i t or and pub l i sher .  Even the t i t l e .  Hanging On,  cou ld probably 
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have been Improved;  wh i l e accura t e ,  i t  does not  rouse a book-buyer ' s cu r i o s i t y .  

In t h i s bock the se t t i ng s h i f t s t en m i l es from F l ush i ng t o F l i n t ,  

Michigan ,  and occas i ona l l y on down t o Ann Arbor .  The s t ory begins in 1929 and 

extends through the fo l l ow i ng decade,  the era of the Great  Depression .  In the '  

opening scene a 17-year-old Ed Love asks h i s f a t he r ,  the owner of a combinat ion 

lumber yard and coal  bus iness .  I f he I s a m i l l i o n a i r e ,  a word he had j us t  

encountered In the newspaper.  H is fa t her r e f l ec t ed a minute or two and then ,  

w i t h a sm i l e ,  conceded t ha t  he probab ly was.  

Obviously ,  then ,  t h i s I s not  a "p r o l e t a r i an" nove l ,  though I t  does t o 

some ex ten t  dep i c t  people In every soc i a l  and economic c l a s s .  But  where t h i s 

book stands out  I s In showing exac t l y how the mechanics,  so t o speak ,  of the 

Great  Depression gr i nd i ng l y a f fec t ed the grea t  ma j or i t y of the American people .  

The c l a s s i c novel  of the depression era i s genera l l y considered t o be 

S t e inbeck ' s Grapes of Wrath.  Yet  the Oakles were a minute f r a c t i on of the 

popu la t ion ,  even of the S t a t e of Oklahoma.  Whi le even ts in t ha t  novel  are more 

or l ess accura t e ,  they do not  show the exper ience of vas t  ma j or i t y of the 

people.  Even read ing the Studs Terke l  i n t erv i ews leaves one who l i ved through 

the 1930 's paraphrasing T.  S.  E l i o t ,  " I t  wasn ' t  t ha t  way a t  a l l . " 

But  read ing Love ' s Hanging On has one who remembers the precar i ous p l i gh t  

of the middle c l a s s say ing ,  "Yes,  t h i s I s how I t  was.  Th i s i s how i t  happened." 

Ed Love ' s fa t her d i d not  buy s t ocks on margin ,  nor any other way.  He had 

a sound,  wel1-f inanced ,  wel l-managed business bu t ressed by a husky savings 

accoun t .  Yet  h i s bus iness ,  l i k e coun t l ess o thers ,  was even t ua l l y sucked under 

by powerful  economic forces which no one seemed ab l e to understand ,  l e t  alone 

con t ro l .  



What  happened? As the book ' s t i t l e suggests ,  Ed ' s fa t her "hung on" as 

long as he cou ld .  The Ingenu i ty of h i s s t r ug g l e— t he pa t i ence ,  forebearance and 

courage shown by him and so many o t he r s— t he fundamental  comradership instead of 

recr i m i na t i on among peop l e— t he shor t -s igh t edness of so many then-esteemed 

l eaders— t hese i ns i gh t s must  s t i r astonishment  and adm i ra t i on ,  perhaps even 

d i s b e l i e f ,  i n those who d i d not  exper ience them.  

To those born a f t e r 1930,  the most  su rp r i s i ng aspect  of the Depression 

was the s t o i c a l  va l or of almost  of the the American people .  Unhappiness? Yes .  

A ques t ion ing of o l d economic and p o l i t i c a l  assumpt ions,  yes .  L i s t e n i n g — f o r a 

t i me — t o pedd lers of soc i a l  nostrums such as Father Cough l in ,  Huey Long,  and 

Dr.  Townsend,  yes .  But  overthrow the system? Revolu t ion? No.  Not  among the 

vas t  ma j or i t y of Americans.  

In 1932 the vo t ers turned t he i r backs on Pres iden t  Herber t  Hoover and the 

Repub l ican Par t y .  They found themselves charmed by the new vo i ce which spoke t o 

them a l l ,  using a new phenomenon,  the na t i ona l  rad i o car ry i ng the vo i ce of 

F r ank l i n Delano Roosevel t .  However i nef fec t ua l  the e f f o r t s t o recover 

prosper i t y ,  the vo t ers con t inued t o heed t ha t  vo ice for the next  decade.  

And what  was young Ed Love doing through t h i s t r y i ng per iod? Mainly 

t r y i ng ,  by a v a r i e t y of Ingenious exped ien ts ,  t o get  enough money to see him 

through another semester a t  the Un i ve rs i t y of Michgan.  How re-assur i ng t o know 

t ha t  even dur ing such d i f f i c u l t  t imes co l l ege studen ts s t i l l  managed t o 

get  in t o m i sch i ef ,  f a l l  In love ,  and accumulate some h i l a r i ous memories.  

Ed Love "hung on" and became a teacher in a F l i n t  high school  Nor d id he lose 

hear t  desp i t e an almost  merc i l ess success ion of obs t ac l es .  

As an exanp le ,  when school  funds ran ou t ,  the F l i n t  School  Board simp ly 

10 
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ended the year ,  never mtnd t ha t  on ly seven months had elapsed Instead of n ine 

or t en .  Ed ' s wages fo r the f i r s t  s i x months were requ i red t o pay o f f debts and 

supply essen t i a l s .  The l a s t  three months '  sa l a r y t herefore made a huge 

d i f f e rence .  And these were the ones lopped o f f by the school  board .  

Such adve rs i t y led t o a Job In the BuIck p l an t  In F l i n t  where Ed observed 

f i r s t  hand the auto workers '  s h i f t  In a t t i t ude from proud i den t i f i c a t i on w i th ,  

the BuIck D i v i s i on and the Bu ick car t o the b i t t e r ,  mod i f ied c i v i l  war of the 

mld-1930 ' s si t -down s t r i k e s .  

Why has not  one heard of t h i s bok which g i ves such an accuran t e ,  

comprehensive and engrossing p i c t u re of the Depression? Why d idn ' t  I t  s e l l ? 

The answer I s the pers i s t ence of the same k ind of f a t e t ha t  dogged so many 

people dur ing the ' 30 ' s—rm isunderstand ing ,  s t range turns of c i rcumstance ,  and 

j u s t  p l a i n bad luck .  A l so ,  one suspects a decided lack of respec t  for the Mid-

western exper ience In p rov i nc i a l  Eas t ern ed i t o ra l  a t t i t udes .  

A l l  dur ing 1930 ' s—wh i l e Ed Love was ge t t i ng h i s bachelor and master ' s 

degrees from Michigan ,  wh i l e t each ing schoo l ,  scou t ing high school  foo t ba l l  

teams,  fend ing o f f (most  of the t ime) over-sexed pup i l s—he was a l so s t rugg l i ng 

t o become a w r i t e r .  In t ime he succeeded .  And in succeeding he has shown 

again t ha t  the l i v e s of ord i nary Midwestern people,  descr ibed in de t a i l  w i th 

understand ing and respec t ,  are the raw ma t er i a l  of immensely va luab l e and,  one 

hopes,  endur ing l i t e r a t u r e .  

Michigan S t a t e Un i ve r s i t y 
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The Way I t Was,  Remembered 

Thomas P .  L i n k f t e l d 

Though d i s t r u s t e d by some academ i cs ,  ora l h i s t o r y can add a va l uab l e 

d imension t o a watershed even t i n a reg i on ' s or na t i on ' s h i s t o r y .  Ho i i day ; 

Mlnnesotans Remember t he Farmers '  Ho l i day A s s o c i a t i o n ,  ed i t ed by Dav id Mass and 

pub l i shed by P l a i n s Press a t Southwest S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y ( 1 9 8 4 ) ,  i s a good 

example of t h i s .  The book con t a i ns twenty-one I n t e r v i e w s ,  c o l l e c t e d dur i ng t he 

mid-19708,  of Mlnnesotans who were e i t h e r a c t i v e In t he Ho l i day Assoc i a t i on 

dur i ng t he 1930s or who were good eyew i t nesses t o t he a g r i c u l t u r a l scene dur i ng 

t he Grea t Depress i on .  I t i s t he r e s u l t of a p r o j e c t funded by t he Minnesota 

H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y and Southwest S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y .  Ho i Iday a l s o con t a i ns a 

va l uab l e foreward by Lyndon Johnson ,  an Index ,  s evera l pho tographs ,  and a s h o r t ,  

bu t good ,  b i b l i o g r ap hy .  Because o r a l In t e rv i ews by themse lves do not prov i de a 

reader w i t h t he broad sweep of h i s t o r i c a l c u r r e n t s ,  Johnson ' s foreward i s 

e s p e c i a l l y va l uab l e because i t f u r n i s h e s t he reader w i t h an e x c e l l e n t background 

and p l aces t he even t of t he In t e rv i ews i n t h e i r proper con t ex t .  

The Na t iona l Farmers '  Ho l i day A s s o c i a t i o n ,  organ i zed i n Iowa i n 1932,  was 

a s h o r t - l i v e d ,  but i mpor t an t ,  f o r c e i n t he Midwest a r g i c u l t u r a l scene .  I t was 

t he a c t i v i s t ,  r a d i c a l wing of t he Na t iona l Farmers '  Un ion ,  and i t was t he l a s t 

of a long s e r i e s of P o p u l i s t p r o t e s t s t h a t began i n t he 1870s .  The farm 

community had not shared In t he Repub l i can p r o s p e r i t y of t he 1920s ,  and when t he 

Grea t Depress ion s e t t l e d on f a rmers ,  they faced cons i derab l e hardsh i p and 

f i n a n c i a l r u i n .  The Ho l i day sought p r e c i s e l y what i t s name i mp l i ed — a .  

h o l i d a y ,  or mor i t or i um ,  on farm f o r e c l o s u r e s i n Iowa ,  M inneso ta ,  and o ther 

s t a t e s .  On t he one hand .  Ho l iday was an a t temp t t o preserve t he endangered 



spec i es o f t he s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t ,  f a m i l y farm ,  wh i l e on t he o t her hand i t  wanted 

t o i n f l u en c e farm l e g i s l a t i o n on t he s t a t e ,  r e g i o n a l ,  and n a t i on a l  l e v e l s .  On 

t he s t a t e l e v e l ,  M lnneso tans found a sympa t he t i c a l l y i n Governor F l oyd O l son ,  

and on t he n a t i on a l  l e v e l  t he New Deal  measures o f FDR prov i ded subs t an t i v e 

r e l i e f .  Though t he Ho l i day A s s o c i a t i o n e x i s t e d u n t i l  1937,  I t  had ceased be i ng 

a p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e I n 1933.  

Ho i Iday demons t ra t es t he advan t ages o f t he o r a l  I n t e r v i ew as a h i s t o r i c a l  

sou rce .  The I n t e r v i e w s ,  wh i ch r e f l e c t  a w ide range In q u a l i t y ,  do I n j e c t  a 

c e r t a i n v i t a l i t y t o even t s I n r u r a l  M inneso ta du r i ng t he despera t e y ea r s o f t he 

e a r l y 1930s .  T h i s v i t a l i t y I s m i ss i ng from s t andard h i s t o r y t e x t s ,  wh i ch r e l y 

on o t her t ypes o f sou r ces .  The a l a rm i ng p l i g h t  o f t he s m a l l - f a m i l y farmer 

becomes c l e a r e r when t he reader comprehends t he I n t e r v i ews w i t h Roy Pe t erson and 

Percy Meeh l .  I t  I s easy t o i d e n t i f y w i t h some of t hese t ough ,  hardy farmers as 

t hey r em i n i sce abou t  t h e i r s t r u g g l e f o r s o c i a l  and economic j u s t i c e du r i ng t he 

hard y ea r s o f t he Grea t  Dep ress i on .  Each i n t e r v i ewee ' s persona l  i n s i g h t  adds a 

d i f f e r e n t  d imens i on t o t h i s s o c i a l  and economic phemonenon,  known as t he 

Farmers '  Ho l i day A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and b r i ngs t o t he reader a c l e a r e r unders t and i ng 

t h a t  h i s t o r y ,  I n t he f i n a l  a n a l y s t s .  I s t he c o l l e c t i v e s t o r y o f human be i ngs .  

T h i s l a s t  po i n t  f r e q u e n t l y becomes l o s t  i n s c h o l a r l y h i s t o r y t e x t s t h a t  focus 

more on genera l  t r e n d s ,  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  and c e l e b r i t y f i g u r e s or emphasize 

t r endy t echn i ques and methodology .  Ho i Iday focuses on t he di lemma o f t he 

average human be i ng — t he M inneso ta farmer caugh t  i n a "Ca t ch-22" o f f i x e d 

r e n t s and i n t e r e s t  r a t e s and s h a r p l y decreased p r i c e s f o r h i s crops and 

1 i v e s t o ck s .  '  

On t he o t her hand .  Ho l i day a l s o demons t ra t es t he d i sadvan t ages of t he 

o r a l  i n t e r v i ew as a h i s t o r i c a l  source .  Each i n t e r v i ew i s ,  by i t s ve ry na t u re ,  a 



persona l r e c o l l e c t i o n of pas t even t s — fn t h i s Ins t ance even t s f o r t y years i n 

t he p a s t . SOme of t he i n t e r v i e w e e s '  memories seemed clouded and unable t o focus 

on c e r t a i n even t s .  In a few i n s t a n c e s ,  i t was d i f f i c u l t t o dec ide whether the 

i n t erv i ewee was remembering h i s own exper i ences and Ideas or what t he 

i n t e r v i ewe r wanted him t o remember.  The tendency t o l ead t he i n t erv i ewee 

becomes a l i t t l e s t rong a t t i m e s .  I t I s t r a g i c t h a t severa l of t he important 

members of t h i s r u r a l movement d i ed before t h i s p a r t i c u l a r o r a l h i s t o r y p r o j e c t 

began ,  but even so ,  a few of t he In t e rv i ews are shor t and c r y p t i c and end very 

a b r u p t l y ,  l e av i ng t he reader puzz l ed as t o why they were even Inc l uded .  

In t he f i n a l a n a l y s i s ,  however ,  Dav id Mass ' s Hoi Iday I s a good book .  The 

i n t e r v i e w s a t t he beg inn ing (Roy Pe t erson) and a t t he end (John Bosch) a r e 

e x c e l l e n t ,  t hus g i v i n g t he c o l l e c t i o n of twenty-one a n i c e ba l ance .  Both 

r e f l e c t sharp ,  c l e a r minds t h a t a c t u a l l y cha l l enge t he reader .  Much t o e d i t o r 

Nass ' s c r e d i t ,  he r e f r a i n s from d i s c a r d i n g any c r i t i c a l or uncompl imentary 

op i n i ons about t he A s s o c i a t i o n i t s e l f and of t he farmers who were t he d r i v i n g 

f o r c e i n t he movement .  He perm i t s each In t e rv i ew t o s t and on i t s own,  and t he 

r e s u l t i s a ba lanced c o l l e c t i o n of persona l op i n i ons and r e c o l l e c t i o n s .  The 

reader does r e c e i v e a good ,  and somet imes very c o l o r f u l ,  p i c t u r e of even t s on 

t he l oc a l l e v e l i n r u r a l M inneso ta .  But on a broader s c a l e ,  t he reader a l s o 

comprehends a u n i v e r s a l t r u t h about humans: men made despera t e by hard t imes 

and c rue l f o r c e s w i l l r e s o r t t o despera t e measures t o preserve t he l a s t ounce of 

d i g n i t y f o r themse lves and t o guaran t ee some measure of j u s t i c e f o r t h e i r 

f a m i 1 l e s .  .  .  -

Michigan S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y .'̂  
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THE MYTH OF ESCAPE AND FULFILLMENT 

\n ^ 

THE SUN ALSO RISES 

-::  and 

THE GREAT GATSBY 

Thomas Cornel  Her 

Over t ime ,  h i s t o r y of t en lends I t s e l f t o a ra t her l i b e r a l  In t e rp re t a t i on .  

H i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s become the seeds from which sprou t  myths and legends.  Usua l l y 

con t a in ing a fragment  of t r u t h ,  myths of t en become symbols which form a na t ion ' s 

p a r t i cu l a r charac t er ,  and evo lve t o become precep tors Incu l ca t i ng conf idence ,  a 

sound work e t h i c ,  and pa t r i o t i sm t o I t s c i t i z e n s .  Two preva l en t  American myths,  

escape and f u l f i l l m e n t ,  f i nd t h e i r roo ts In American h i s t o r y .  In I t s e a r l i e s t  

capac i t y ,  the Un i ted S t a t es was a sanctuary f o r those seek ing freedom from 

t y r ann i ca l  r u l e and oppression .  Throughout  I t s h i s t o r y ,  America has come t o 

symbol ize the chance for a be t t er l i f e and the oppor tun i ty t o move,  at temp t ing 

t o s a t i s f y a hunger for change and ame l i ora t i on .  Th i s b e l i e f has evolved In t o a 

myth t ha t  escape I s always poss i b l e and t ha t  regimented c l ass s t r a t i f i c a t i o n s do 

not  e x i s t .  Disappointment  in l i f e need not  lead t o despa i r s i nce the oppor tun i ty 

t o move means r e c t i f i c a t i o n elsehwere .  Th i s purpor ts the second myth:  

f u l f i l l m e n t .  I t  I s not  enough Jus t  t o escape,  but  t o escape t o something 

be t t er .  H i s t ory ,  In un ison w i th the Horat io A lger myth,  forms a glowing promise 

t o a l l :  t ha t  escape and f u l f i l l m e n t  are of t en Inseparab l e .  Ernes t  Hemingway's 

The Sun A l so R i ses and F.  Sco t t  F i t zge r a l d ' s The Great  Gatsby use the myth of 

escape and f u l f i l l m e n t  t o examine the human cond i t i on not  on ly in the post  

World War I era ,  but  as a statement  of the human predicament  in a l l  generat ions .  
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In her sa lon In P a r i s ,  Ger t rude S t e i n ,  In a conversa t i on In which Hemingway 

was presen t ,  r e i t e r a t ed a phrase she heard a d i sgrun t l ed garage owner u t t er as 

par t  of h i s d i a t r i be concern ing two young employees when they f a i l e d t o repor t  

for work:  "you are a l l  a l os t  genera t ion" ,  she quoted .  Hemingway uses t h i s 

dec l ara t i on as the f i r s t  of two ep igraphs In The Sun A lso R i ses ,  the second being 

taken from Ec c l es l as t es :  "One generat ion passeth away,  and another generat ion 

Cometh;  but  the ear t h ab ldeth forever .  .  .  The sun a l so a r l s e t h ,  and the sun 

goeth down,  and has t e th t o the p l ace where he arose .  .  .  The wind goeth toward 

the sou th ,  and t urne t h about  unto the nor th ;  I t  wh i r l e t h about  con t i nua l l y ,  and 

the wind re t urne t h aga in accord ing t o h i s c i r c u i t s .  .  . A l l  the r i v e r s run In t o 

the sea;  ye t  the sea I s not  f u l l ;  unto the p l ace from whence the r i v e r s come,  

t h i t he r they re t urn aga in . " Together ,  these ep igraphs comment  on the nature of 

the escape and f u l f i l l m e n t  myth found In the nove l .  Henlngway uses the passage 

from Ecc l es l as t es t o revea l  t ha t  I t  I s not  Jus t  generat ion t ha t  su f f e r s ,  as 

Ger trude S t e i n suggests ,  but  a l l  genera t ions .  Ecc l es l as t es imp l i es t ha t  man 's 

quest  for f u l f i l l m e n t  In v i r t u a l l y a l l  forms:  mer i t ,  r i ches ,  and p l easures a l l  

prove inconsequen t ia l  because l i f e I s pure l y an enigma impossib le for man t o 

decipher .  Moreover,  Ecc l es l as t es suggests t ha t  the on ly semblance of happiness 

or f u l f i l l m e n t  comes from work.  "To eat  and dr ink and enjoy the f r u i t s of a l l  

h i s labor I s a g i f t  of God." Man's capac i t y as I n t e l l e c t ua l  i s s t r ipped t o the 

bares t  minimum.  To understand l i f e more than the t o l l s of da l l y ex i s t ence and 

I t s r e l a t i v e l y meager rewrds i s ,  in the words of Ec c l es l as t es ,  t o chase a f t e r 

the wind .  

The Great  War,  r e f l ec t ed upon by those who were involved in i t s vas t  

des t ruc t i on ,  becomes much more than i t s cursory h i s t o r y book t reatmen t .  Desp i te 



Amerfcan " v i c t o r y " ,  Jake Barnes and h i s f e l l o w e x p a t r l o t s s u f f e r po i gnan t  

de f ea t  I n t h e i r a t t i t u d e s and f e e l i n g s .  As v i c t i m s o f t he war ,  t h e i r wounds 

d i g deeper t han any p h y s i c a l  I n j u r y ,  e f f e c t i n g p r e v i o u s l y he l d I d e a l s and 

concep t i ons r ega rd i ng mean ing and f u l f i l l m e n t  In l i f e .  Wor ld War I crushed 

many o f t he o l d Ideas o f young men and women.  Ideas found In an Innocence wh i ch 

t he war deemed I n t o l e r a b l e .  

Hemingway ' s e x p a t r a l t s In The Sun A l so R i s e s each seek ou t  ways t o 

excape ,  t o f i n d a form o f f u l f i l l m e n t  t he war and s o c i e t y has l e f t  v o i d In 

thetn .  A t t emp t i ng t o pu t  beh i nd them t he ravages o f a war - t orn was t e l and ,  t hey 

f i n d t hemse l ves as v i c t i m s aga i n no t  on l y o f t he war bu t  t he m a t e r i a l i s t i c 

was t e l and wh i ch has emerged t o r ep l a c e I t .  Hedon i s t i c p l e a s u r e s ,  a t  f i r s t  

g l ance ,  seem t he most  conven i en t  form o f escape ,  bu t  In f a c t  a c t  as an 

e xp r ess i on o f t h e i r profound yea r n i ng f o r f u l f i l l m e n t .  A l l  t he c h a r a c t e r s 

( excep t  perhaps f o r Rober t  Cohn) have a p r o c l i v i t y f o r d r i n k ,  bu t  on l y 

Mike Campbel l  con t i nuous l y seeks t he t r a n s i t o r y f e e l i n g s o f f u l f i l l m e n t  and 

excape found In t he b o t t l e .  C e r t a i n l y most  o f t he o t he r s f i n d t hemse l ves 

" t i g h t " ,  bu t  s o b r i e t y l oses i t s mean ing p r i m a r i l y du r i ng t he v aca t i on i n Spa i n 

and t he f i e s t a o f San Ferm i n a t  Pamplona .  D r i nk i ng I s not  ou t  o f t he o r d i na r y 

du r i ng a v a c a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y a seven day f i e s t a ,  bu t  i t  i s Mike who i s o f t en 

r o a r i n g drunk i n s i t u a t i o n s where t he o t he r s a r e no t .  

Lady B r e t t  Ash l ey ,  accommodat ing t he new sexua l  freedom o f women,  

a t t emp t s t o excape t he was t e l and p r i m a r i l y through sexua l  encoun t ers .  The 

b r i e f g l i mpse i n t o B r e t t ' s pas t ,  however ,  r e v e a l s a l i f e c l ouded by 

d i sappo i n t men t ,  f e a r ,  r e g r e t ,  and f i n a l l y a v i r t u a l  su r render and adm i t t ance 

t h a t  she w i l l  rema in Impe l l ed t o escape ,  ye t  w i l l  never f i n d f u l f i l l m e n t .  Her 
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former husbandt  a naval  o f f i c e r who ch r i s t ens her w i th the t i t l e of a r i s t oc r acy ,  

does not  t rea t '  her as the t i t l e might  demand and as she may have expected from 

l i f e .  Making them s l eep on the f l o o r ,  he w i th a loaded se r v i ce revo l ver ,  

threa t en ing her l i f e ,  the exper ience begins the s p i r a l l i n g descent  of her hope 

for f u l f i l l m e n t .  Dur ing the war ,  her love for young Jake Barnes I s thwar ted by 

a t r a g i c wound she cannot  accep t .  In the novel  she refuses t o accep t  any 

fu r t her defea t s .  She uses sex as a t r an s i t o r y escape,  f ea r i ng any form of 

commitment  e i t he r t o Mike,  Jake ,  Rober t ,  or Pedro Romero,  and subsequent ly 

res i gn i ng any search f or f u l f i l l m e n t .  

Jake Barnes ,  the one most  phys i ca l l y v i c t i m i zed by the war ,  comes c l oses t  

t o r e a l i z i n g the nature of h i s own predicament  and In t urn the predicament  of 

humanklng and the myth of escape and f u l f i l l m e n t .  The Irony of h i s wound,  one 

which renders him Impotent  phys i ca l l y ,  but  not  in h i s des i r e ,  forces Jake In t o a 

dec i s i on tantamount  t o h i s mental  s u r v i v a l .  He comes t o r e a l i z e t ha t  the wound 

I s a f a c t  of h i s l i f e ;  no amount  of thought  or at tempt  a t  understand ing the 

reason ing behind I t  w i l l  change or remedy i t .  Throughout  the novel  Jake 

s t rugg l es w i th these f ee l i ngs about  h i s body.  F i n a l l y ,  w i th the end of the 

novel  comes h i s r e a l i z a t i o n t ha t  un l i ke the o t hers ,  Jake knows t ha t  there i s no 

escape from the wasteland and f u l f i l l m e n t  comes on ly through a d i gn i f i ed 

accep tance of l i f e as I t  I s .  Jake comes t o an understand ing in congruence w i th 

Ecc l es i as t es :  f u l f i l l m e n t  and meaning res i des in one ' s work and the smal l  

rewards I t  o f f e r s such as the escape t o Spain .  

Those readers w i th a tendency t o view the charac t ers i n The Sun A lso 

R i ses as sha l low ,  or simp ly hedon i s t i c ,  must  not  confuse the symptoms w i th the 

d i sease .  A l l  the charac t ers are v i c t i ms of a way which has deceived them and t he i r 
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Idea l s .  I t  I s In t h e i r at tempt  t o wade through the wasteland ,  t o escape and 

f i nd meaning and f u l f i l l m e n t  t ha t  they f a l l  as v i c t i ms again t o a post-war 

soc i e t y s t rugg l i ng t o I t s f ee t .  Jake ' s response t o B r e t t ,  the l a s t  l i ne of the 

nove l ,  "Yes ,  I sn ' t  I t  p re t t y t o t h i nk so" ,  succ i nc t l y sums up Jake ' s new-found 

awareness.  He knows h i s on ly choice I s t o accep t  l i f e w i t h a reso l u t e d i gn i t y 

and t h i s accep tance rep l aces the t or t urous at temp ts a t  understand ing the nature 

of h i s wound and soc i e t y ' s .  

In F.  Sco t t  F i t zge r a l d ' s The Great  Gatsby,  Gatsby cons t ruc t s a des t i ny 

of h imse l f and seeks f u l f i l l m e n t  In order t o man i fes t  I t .  Seek ing escape from 

an I ns i gn i f i c an t  pas t ,  f u l f i l l m e n t  f o r Gatsby does not  come a t  co l l ege nor ,  as 

he f i r s t  suspects I t  might ,  on Dan Cody 's yach t .  I t  comes t o r e s t ,  f i n a l l y ,  

upon the f i gu r e of Daisy Fay.  He assembles h i s r i ches In order t o have her ,  t o 

be worthy of her and ye t  he never can be.  In h i s innocence Gatsby holds i dea l s 

as t r u t hs .  He f e r v en t l y be l i eves t ha t  t rue love e x i s t s in a c r y s t a l l i n e s t a t e .  

We see t ha t  he i s doomed t o f a i l  when Nick r e l a t es t ha t  Jay Gatsby "sprang from 

h i s P l an t on l c concep t ion of h i mse l f . " Knowing t h i s ,  h i s ideas of f u l f i l l m e n t  

through Daisy Is impossib le .  When seek ing t o man i fest  h i s idea l  of Daisy ,  t o 

make her h i s ,  he i s br i ng i ng Daisy down from the P l an t on i c idea l  he has conceived 

of her and in t ha t  s t a t e f u l f i l l m e n t  f o r Gatsby cannot  e x i s t .  H is f r a g i l e 

i dea l s crumble under the weight  of soc i e t y ' s harsh r e a l i t i e s .  These r e a l i t i e s 

u l t i ma t e l y come down on Gatsby in the form of Mr.  Wi lson .  Gatsby d i es ,  a f i rm 

be l i eve r In h i s Idea l s ,  never recogn i z ing soc i e t y ' s dec l ara t i on t ha t  they are 

now a r cha i c .  

F i t zge r a l d uses the myth of escape and f u l f i l l m e n t  not  j u s t  t o por t ray 

i t s e f f e c t s on Nick and Gatsby,  but  as a key element  of a broader ,  more 
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e f f e c t ,  speaks a s a metaphor t o t hose who f e e l  t he n e c e s s i t y o f dream ing t o 

become someth ing g r e a t e r t han t hey a r e .  He i s a symbol  o f t hose I n d i v i d u a l s who 

ho l d Ideas as t r u t h s and whose Innocence f a l s e l y p r o t e c t s them from s o c i e t y ' s 

ha rshe r e l emen t s .  I n a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y t h e r e I s some germ o f Ja y Ga tsby r e s i d i n g 

I n t he minds o f a l l  peop l e .  The t r a g i c na t u r e o f h i s dea t h does not  camouf lage 

h i s u ne r r i ng b e l i e f t h a t  t i me ,  space ,  peop l e ,  and o b j e c t s can be cons t r uc t ed ,  

assemb l ed ,  d i sassemb l ed and t r ansformed I n t o a p e r f e c t  r e a l i t y .  A prospec t  most  

peop l e f e e l  I n t hemse l ves when t hey a r e su r e t h a t  d e s t i n y I s some th ing 

c o n t r o l l e d by them .  

By t he end o f t he no v e l ,  N i ck ,  who I s an Innocen t  h i m s e l f ,  though no t  

n e a r l y as much as Ga t sby ,  comes t o t he r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t  escape and f u l f i l l m e n t  

e x i s t  pu r e l y as myth .  He knows i t  can never be found I n t he na t u r e o f t he 

Buchanans o r t h e i r money.  I t  d i d not  e x i s t  f o r Myr t l e who d i e s i n t he same ash 

heaps she s t r o v e t o escape from .  Hor does I t  e x i s t  f o r N i ck ,  who as observer 

and p a r t i c i p a n t ,  becomes s i ckened by t he carnage o f t he myth and s o c i e t y ' s r o l e 

i n i t s d e s t r u c t i o n .  In t he l a s t  page ,  N i ck r e f l e c t s upon what  he f e e l s must  

have been t he l a s t  t i me excape and f u l f i l l m e n t  e x i s t e d In t he eyes o f men as a 

t r u e l y u l t i m a t e and mean ingfu l  cha l l enge .  .  .  " f o r a t r a n s i t o r y enchan t ed 

moment  man must  have he l d h i s b r ea t h In t he presence o f t h i s c on t i nan t ,  

compe l l ed I n t o an a e s t h e t i c con t emp l a t i on he n e i t h e r unders t ood nor d es i r ed ,  

f a c e t o f a c e f o r t he l a s t  t i me i n h i s t o r y w i t h someth ing commensurate t o h i s 

c a p a c i t y f o r wonder ." A l though N i ck sees escape and f u l f i l l m e n t  as pu r e l y myth ,  

he r e a l i z e d t he na t u r e o f i t s '  impor t ance .  Not  on l y t o Ga t sby ,  bu t  i n t u r n t o 

everyone f o r I t  symbo l i zed a ques t  un ique t o Amer i ca and t he p r i n c i p l e s wh i ch 
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form the crux of I t s foundat ion .  

Both Hemingway's The Sun A l so R i ses and F i t zge r a l d ' s The Great  Gatsby use 

the myth of escape and f u l f i l l m e n t  not  on l y f o r I t s e f f e c t s on the novel ' s 

charac t ers ,  but  as a predicament  t yp i c a l  of a l 1 genera t i ons .  In The Sun A lso 

R i ses ,  escape and f u l f i l l m e n t  s t r ad l e a tenuous l i ne of pre World War I Idea l ism 

and Innocence and the post-war s h i f t  t o a m a t e r i a l i s t i c wasteland .  Jake Barnes 

comes t o the b e l i e f t ha t  f u l f i l l m e n t  e x i s t s In the a b i l i t y t o face the day t o 

day t o l l s of l i f e w i t h d i gn i t y and r e a l i z a t i o n t ha t  the meaning of l i f e does not  

endure on any ph i l osoph i ca l  or e l eva t ed p lane ,  but  on l y w i t h i n the given 24 

hours .  In The Great  Gatsby,  Gatsby ' s quest  t o man i fes t  h i s Idea l  concept ion of 

escape and f u l f i l l m e n t  i n the form of Da isy arouses the wrath of the post-war 

waste land .  Jay Gatsby d i es Jus t  as a l l  t h i ngs t ha t  become obso le te must  pe r i sh .  

Whi le Nick sees Gatsby and h i mse l f as v i c t i ms of t h i s t urbu l en t  soc i e t y ,  he 

knows t ha t  Gatsby symbol izes both the myth of the American dream and hunan-

k lnd ' s necess i t y t o pursue I t .  Both novels make poignant  statemen ts for a l l  

genera t ions who l ay c l a i m t ha t  they are l o s t .  As soc i e t a l  orphans,  the myth of 

escape and f u l f i l l m e n t  becomes a r e a l i t y ,  the l i f e -b l ood ,  and perenn i a l  quest  

for an answer and a meaning t o l i f e .  

Michigan S t a t e Un i ve r s i t y 
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Ohio and The Demon ^.-tJ- ;  ^ 

by .  .  

David D.  Anderson ^ 

No s t a t e has had a more env i ab l e — o r desp i cab l e — r e c o r d than Ohio in the 

na t ion ' s near l y cen tury- long s t rugg l e aga i ns t  the hard-dr ink ing t r ad i t i on t ha t  

f l ou r i shed In I9 t h cen tury America.  That  t r a d i t i o n began when f r on t i e r farmers 

learned t ha t  t h e i r corn was more e a s i l y t ranspor t ed and perhaps more p r o f i t ab l e 

when measured i n ga l l ons ins tead of bushe ls ,  and i t  ended w i t h the passage of the 

E igh teen th Amendment.  Whether pos t - f ron t i e r Ohio had i nher i t ed a harder 

dr i nk i ng t r a d i t i o n than o ther s t a t e s — a doub t fu l  p ropos i t i on—or Ohloans were 

more v i r t uous— an even more doub t fu l  prem ise—Oh io has always been in the 

vanguard of the ba t t l e aga ins t  the demon rum.  htot  on ly were the Women's 

Ch r i s t i an Temperance Union and the Ant  1-Saloon League founded w i t h i n i t s borders ,  

the l a t t e r the instrument  t ha t  u l t i ma t e l y gave us a c l ea r headed America,  but  

some of the most  spec t acu l ar a r r e s t s under the Volstead Act ,  the enforcement  arm 

of p roh i b i t i on ,  were made In Ohio.  Perhaps the most  noted was t ha t  of George 

Remus of C i nc i nna t i ,  a r res t ed in 1922,  who had f o r t y - fou r proh i b i t i on agents on 

h i s payro l l  a t  $1000 each a month,  and who boasted a t  h i s t r i a l  t ha t  " I  never 

poisoned anybody." And,  of course ,  Ohio can c l a i m the l a t e A t torney General  

Harry Daugherty and h i s c o l l ec t o r ,  Jess Smi th ,  both of Washington Court  House and 

the Ohio Gang of the Harding Adm in i s t ra t i oon .  They were perhaps the we t t es t —and 

grea t es t  p ro f i t -mak i ng—d r i es dur ing the t h i r t een years of the E igh teen th Amendment.  

But  in the en t i r e h i s t o r y of Ohio ' s love-hate r e l a t i onsh i p w i th the demon,  

no chap ter i s s t ranger than the dramat ic r e l a t i onsh i p In the t h r i v i n g C l i n t on 

County community of New Vienna between E l i z a Daniel  S t ewar t ,  known t o her 

contemporaries as "Mother S t ewar t , " and John Ca l v i n Van Pe l t ,  owner of an 
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estab l ishmen t  c a l l ed " the Dead F a l l , " who was proud of h i s hard-earned t i t l e ;  

"The Wickedest  Man in Ohio." 

The r e l a t i onsh i p between Mother S tewar t  and "The Wicl<edest  Man in Ohio" had 

I t s Incep t i on In the v i s i t  t o Ohio In l a t e 1873 of D r . ~se l f - con f e r r ed~D1oc l e t i on 

Lew i s ,  temperance l ec t u r e r ,  phys i ca l - cu l t u r e p ioneer ,  and homeopathic p r ac t i t i one r .  

Author of the popular book c a l l ed "Our G i r l s , " In I t  he advocated t ha t  women wear 

suspenders Ins tead of be l t s In order t o " f ree the p e l v i s " — f o r what  purpose he 

d idn ' t  say ,  and he reconwnended nude sun bath ing;  he denounced the fash i onab l e wasp 

wa i s t s because they mor t i f i ed l ad l es by causing t h e i r "bowels. . .  t o make a 

gurg l i ng ,  glug-glug no i se" He s t a r t ed and qu i ck l y c l osed a g i r l s '  school  In 

Boston and then In Lexington ,  Massachuset ts ,  where h i s pup i l s were unsupervised 

and ,  i t  was rumored,  promiscuous.  But  he was best  known and most  e f f e c t i v e as a 

temperance speaker ,  and h i s most  popular t a l k ,  "The Duty of Ch r i s t i an Women i n 

the Cause of Temperance," was given more than 300 t imes .  

Dr.  Dio ,  as he was known,  knew h i s sub j ec t  we l l ;  h i s fa t her was a drunk ,  h i s 

mother a l ong-suf fer i ng Ch r i s t i an women who u l t i ma t e l y turned t o susta ined bouts 

of prayer t o dry up both her husband and the saloon t ha t  he frequen ted .  "Lad i es , " 

Dr.  Dio would conclude,  "you might  do the same t h i ng here i f you had the same 

f a i t h . " When he brought  the techn ique and h i s chal lenge t o Ohio in December,  

1873,  he had an Impressive record behind him:  in Ba t t l e Creek ,  Michigan ,  50-odd 

saloons were prayed shut  a f t e r he spoke;  in Dixon ,  I l l i n o i s ,  39 were prayed shut  

in a week.  

But  Ohio being Ohio,  h i s v i s i t s brought  no such i so l a t ed i nc i den t s ;  Ohio 

responded ins tead w i t h what  became known as the "Women's Crusade." I t  began on 

Chr istmas Eve in 1873 in the qu i e t  Ohio town of H i l l sboro ,  popu lat ion 5,000,  w i th 

t h i r t een saloons and e i gh t  ho t e l s and drugg i s t s d i spens ing a l coho l .  Under the 
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l eadersh ip of Mrs.  E l i z a Jane Tr imb le Thompson,  daughter of ex-governor Tr imb l e ,  

seven t y- f i ve l ad i es heard Or.  Dio speak and then marched and prayed—and they 

app l i ed economic and l ega l  sanc t i ons and they crea td nu isances .  Ea r l y in the new 

year the twon was dry .  On December 27,  Dr.  Dio found Washington Court  House a 

"very drunken town," w i th 3000 res i den t s ,  e leven sa loons ,  and three drug s t ores 

s e l l i n g l i quor ;  by January 2,  1874,  the town was prayed dry by i t s devout  women.  

In Xen i a ,  on February 1 ,  Dr.  Dio and the l ad l es found for ty-one saloons ,  n ine 

In a s i ng l e b lock on Whitman S t r ee t .  They were known by such names as "Shades of 

Death ," "Cer t a i n Death ," and "He l l ' s Ha l f Acre ." Bands of women and g i r l s stood 

and kne l t  In f ron t  of each ,  pray ing and s i ng i ng .  In f ron t  of the "Dev i l ' s Den,,*'  

the young l ad l es of Miss Laura H ick ' s c l ass sang,  "Say,  Mr.  Barkeeper ,  has fa t her 

been here?" They s t ar t ed a t  n ine in the morning;  a t  three the "Shades of Death" 

cap i t u l a t ed ,  the f i r s t  of four t ha t  day.  By the end of the week twen ty-n ine saloons 

c l osed t h e i r doors.  

In February ,  1874,  the Women's Crusade,  now under the l eadersh ip of Mother 

S tewar t ,  came t o New Vienna.  Mother S tewar t ,  of Sp r i ng f i e l d ,  had earned her t i t l e 

wh i l e nurs ing wounded so l d i e r s dur ing the C i v i l  War.  A Methodist  and a school  

t eacher ,  she proclaimed w i th her customary opt imism and conf idence t ha t  there was 

"no p l ace so hardened the Crusade cannot  reach i t . " Fur t her ,  she i ns i s t ed ,  

"There was no p l ace so given over t o drunkenness and i t s accompanying v i ces but  

was g rea t l y b l essed . . .  I t  looked as i f we were going t o t ake over the wor ld ." 

In New Vienna ,  popu la t ion 700,  the Women's Crusade and Mother S tewar t  seemed 

t o count  martyrdom or t o seek no t or i e t y ,  or were convinced of t h e i r power in 

t h e i r s i ege of Van Pe l t  and h i s "Dead F a l l . " A t a l l ,  s o l i d ,  knobby-headed man 

w i th a red nose.  Van Pe l t  threatened t o hang,  draw,  and quar t er the women i f 
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they came near h i s saloon ;  he decorated one window w i th f l a s k s of whiskey,  the 

other w i th an axe dr ipp ing w i t h blood .  In the doorway was a huge jug labeled 

"Brady ' s Fam i ly B i t t e r s . " Over a l l ,  Van Pe l t  loomed,  brand i sh ing an axe handle;  

w i th a b l ack f l a g waving In the breeze from the roof ,  the "Dead F a l l " seemed 

Impregnable.  ^ 

Never the less ,  a group of l ad l es—some say f o r t y ,  o thers f i f t y — l e d by 

Mother S t ewar t ,  forced t h e i r  way In and kne l t  t o pray "May the Lord bap t i ze them 

w i t h the holy s p i r i t . " Van Pe l t  bap t i zed them w i th a bucket  of d i r t y water .  

When they refused t o wi thdraw ,  he bap t i zed them again w i t h a bucket  of beer ,  

whereupon they wi thdrew t o the s t r ee t  t o kneel  In the snow and pray ,  wh i l e 

Van Pe l t  shouted obscen i t i es a t  them.  

Pub l i c ind i gna t i on brought  about  Van Pe l t ' s a r r e s t ,  and when he was freed 

a week l a t e r ,  he was fu r i ous t o f i nd the women camped next  t o the Dead F a l l ,  on 

r a i l r o ad proper ty .  He cursed them in t h e i r prayers and at tended t h e i r meet ings 

In the Fr i ends Meet ing House t o argue form idab ly ,  e l oquen t l y ,  and profane ly 

w i th them.  

But  h i s r i gh t  t o h i s t i t l e as "The Wickedest  Man in Ohio" was no more c l e a r l y 

ev iden t  than when he Inv i t ed Mother S tewar t  and the l ad i es in t o the saloon t o 

pray ,  on cond i t i on t ha t  he g i ve every other prayer .  De l igh t ed ,  the l ad i es 

accep ted .  Af t er t h e i r I n i t i a l  prayer ,  however,  he prayed in blasphemous terms 

t o God t o r i d the wor ld of the bru t es knows as women,  who,  w i t h ne i ther wisdom 

nor understand ing ,  brought  s i n t o the wor ld .  Shocked,  the l ad i es f i n a l l y gave up 

for the day,  but  In succeed ing days ,  the con t inued confron t a t i on between the 

forces of good and e v i l  began t o a t t r a c t  na t i ona l  a t t en t i on t o the town.  

F i n a l l y ,  on February 3,  the New York Tr ibune dec lared t o the na t ion 
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tha t th« notorious Van Pe l t had cap i t u l a t ed the day before ,  tha t the women,  

triumphant ,  had taken htm to t h e i r c o l l e c t i v e bosom,  and tha t he declared he was 

y i e l d i ng to t h e i r love .  He then took an axe to var ious b a r r e l s ,  s t r i k i n g them 

open,  and poured whiskey ,  c i d e r ,  and beer Into the gu t t ers ,  dec l ar i ng ,  "This Is 

tha umm weapon wi th which I used to t e r r i f y the l a d l e s .  I now use I t to 

s a c r i f i c e t ha t which I fear has ruined many sou l s . " He Joined the women in 

prayar and In hymns of thanksg iv ing ,  and .  In the Chr i s t i an Church tha t evening ,  

ha showed cons iderab le t a l e n t as a temperance l e c t u r e r .  A changed nan ,  he 

pleaded t ha t others forsake the demon.  Ohio f o l k l o r e ,  a s s i s t e d by Hanry Howe 

In h i s H i s t or i ca l C o l l e c t i o n s ,  dec lared t ha t he became a great sav ior of 

sou ls from besot ted s i n .  .  * 

The Crusade went on ,  to I t s successes In Ohio and beyond,  meeting t h e i r 

grea tes t cha l lenge—3000 sa loons ,  brewer ies ,  and d i s t i l l e r i e s grossing $33,000,000 

a y e a r — I n C i n c i n n a t i .  The ba t t l e opened on Good Fr i day ,  1874.  Singing "Rock 

of Ages" and "Jesus the Water of L i f e Wi l l G ive" ,  for t y- t hree strong ,  the lad les 

met the u l t ima te Ind i gn i t y ; they were arres t ed for b lock ing the sidewalk and 

forced to spend four hours In j a i l .  

Tac t i cs changed; In groups of f i v e or s i x ,  they hung about saloon doors ,  

ask ing t h i r s t y c l i e n t s I f they loved Jesus and urging them to sign the pledge .  

But sa l oons ,  as t h a i r customers know wel l and apparent ly the l ad l es did not ,  

have back doors ,  and for the most par t ,  trade f l our i shed .  C inc inna t i proved as 

In trang len t for the l ad i es as I t was to be for the Proh i b i t i on laws of a l a t er 

Elsewhere In Ohio ,  however,  the Crusaders ,  in sp i t e of i n f l i c t e d Ind i gn i t i es ,  

cont inued ,  al though they were spat tered wi th mud and rot ten eggs in Clyde ,  Ohio 
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( c r y i ng ou t  "Oh.  Lord ,  we are now bap t i zed f o r the work") ,  harrassed by hoodlums 

made spec i a l  depu t ies In Bucyrus ,  Ohio,  where a new ord inance proh ib i t ed s t r ee t  

prayer and where an e l de r l y Crusader was thrown down a f l i g h t  of s t a i r s ,  smoked 

ou t  of Be l l fon t a t ne .  

There ,  accord ing t o Hother S t ewar t ,  a m i rac l e occurred! a pray ing woman wa 

harangued obscenely by a saloon keeper ' s w i f e .  The Crusader prayed ,  "Lord ,  

s i l ence t h i s wcnan," whereupon she was s t ruck dunb.  The i r prayers and the 

powers o f In t i m i da t i on p reva i l ed .  

Never the l ess ,  the Wawn ' s Crusade l as t ed on l y a l i t t e r  more than a year 

before the women,  stung by Increas i ng c r i t i c i s m ,  of t en from t he p u l p i t ,  t ha t  

they were neg l ec t i ng t h e i r f a m i l i e s ,  gave up the s t rugg l e .  In t ha t  t ime ,  

however,  the Women's Crusade c l osed 17,000 sa loons ,  drugs t ores ,  and ho t e l s In 

smal l - town Ohlot  e i gh t  of Ohio ' s l arges t  d i s t i l l e r i e s suspended opera t i ons ;  

severa l  hundred brewer ies went  out  of bus i ness ,  a l l  cos t i ng the s t a t e and federa l  

governments more than a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s In l os t  t ax revenues .  Of most  Importance,  

the l ad l es had secured more than a thousand ac t i ons under Ohio ' s Adai r Act ,  which 

a l lowed w ives and mothers of drunks t o sue saloon keepers f o r c i v i l  damages.  

But  the v i c t o r i e s were f l e e t i n g ;  as the women re turned t o t h e i r ch i l d ren ,  

churches ,  and k i t chens ,  saloons reopened ,  d i s t i l l e r i e s began again t o produce 

the demon,  brewer i es f l ou r i shed .  W i th in a year I t  was as i f the Crusade never 

had been .  

And John Ca l v i n Van Pe l t ? Was h i s conversion from v i ce t o v i r t ue a permanent  

r e s u l t  of the Crusade,  as Howe and o thers repor t? Unfor tuna t e l y ,  Mother S tewar t  

records i n her Memories of the Crusade,  pub l ished In 1890,  t ha t  
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He Mas heard of af t erwards i n Wi lmington ,  keeping a low,  

d i srepu t ab l e p l ace ,  and was suspected of se t t i ng f i r e t o the 

house of the Fr i ends m i n i s t er who had at tempted t o prosecu te 

him.  The l a s t  1 heard of him he was In a Western pen i t en t i ary .  

A l as ,  the seed had not  the depth of ear t h .  

Or,  perhaps more accu ra t e l y ,  one may waver ,  momentari ly weaken,  even 

surrender momentari ly t o v i r t u e .  But  such a t i t l e as Van Pe l t  possessed so 

proud ly was not  t o be surrendered as e a s i l y as the women In t h e i r r i gh t ous armor 

had an t i c i pa t ed ,  and John Ca l v i n Van Pe l t ,  "The Wickedest  Man In Ohio" ,  proper l y 

belongs ,  together w i th Johnny Appleseed ,  the Los t  Dauphan,  Simon Kenton ,  and 

the seven Pres i den t s ,  c o l l e c t i v e l y and I nd i v i dua l l y i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  i n Ohio ' s 

Pantheon of f o l k heroes .  


