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The I l u n a n i t i e s at Vlchif-an S t a t e i n the F o r t i e s I I : 
A 'Cind of ?v.easonableness 

Frank L. Ryan 

• fty career at fichiKar. S t a t e could be located between two speeches, one 

by President John Hannah greeting my freshman c l a s s , and the other a commence-

ment address by Reverend J . Hugh. O'Donnell, C.S.C., biddlnp, f a r e w e l l , to those 

freshmen who had managed to graduate on time. The speeches are l i k e bookends, 

providing support to.the ideas and a t t i t u d e s which h^4<b^^P generated and 

supported i n the i n t e r v e n i n g four y e a r s , holding them upright v/ith t i t l e s 

.••expo8edj»o to speak, f o r the Inspection.by an browser who might be I n t e r e s t e d 

i a what;^was happening at the school i n t h e , f o r t i e s . ; .. 

: ! Reverend O'Donnell, then president of,the U n i v e r s i t y of Notr^ D^me, was 

p r e d i c t a b l y solemn i n warnlnp us. of moral p i t f a l l s and trad4.tlpnally, o p t i m i s t i c 

i n a n t i p i p a t i n g a world which.wasrcpnfused, and; yet ready, indee.djalmost begging, 

tt> bfet conquered by a combination of high i n d u s t r y and ,eyeipj higher C h r i s t i a n 

m f t r a l l t y . His tone& were those. whlclV; jlnvariably.^colojped ,t>ie,,CaithollG 

• e v a n g e l i c a l s p i r i t of ray youth, a l t e r n a t e l y i n t e r p r e t i n g nan,.as methodically 

plodding toward God's grace and s p r i g h t l y running to h i s jdopfi,. 

•!- Presiden t Hannah's address vras l e s s C h r i s t i a n apd r i p r q j f i i t a r t l i n g , though 

not because i t was l e s s C h r i s t i a n . At t h a t tiiae. liri.. llapnah^yas eithe,r i n h i s 

second y e a r as president or beginning h i s tenure:,^nd h?-?)Xiip,QEOHs ^nd, iSflnprous 

a r t i c u l a t i o n s were prophetic of the long and t r u l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d s e ^ ; ^ e he 

was to renderi to the u n i v e r s i t y . Aside, f r o n the a r t i c u l a t i o n , his,address 

•was memorable f o r two thi n g s . At one point he urged each of, us to.turn,to 

onte of our neighbors and greet him or her c o r d i a l l y even i f he or she i s from 

I.Boston." At another p o i n t , p o s s i b l y at the close, by,way,of p e r o r a t i o n j he 

quoted K i p l i n g ' s poem, " I f — i n i t s e n t i r e t y . The reference to Boston 



must be considered i n the l i g h t of the energy and s i n c e r i t y with which the 

poen was read. I f i t had been read w i t h a suggestion of c y r i i c i ^ i , a s l i g h t 

c u r l i n r of the l i p , I might nov; i n t e r p r e t the Boston a l l u s i o n as a ^^enckian 

dig a t Uew England. But i t was d e l i v e r e d w i t h those t o n a l q u a l i t i e s i ptoper 

to a p e r o r a t i o n , one which C i c e r o would have immediately i d e n t i f i e d as an 

attempt to move the l i s t e n e r to b r i g h t and noble goals (genus grande). 

And so, though the Boston remark may have been i n t e n t i o n a l l y s l y i t was 

made s e r i o u s , and p o s s i b l y a b i t p r o v i n c i a l , by the reading of " I f ^ — . " 

\ n i i l e Michigan i n the m i d - f o r t i e s was somewhere xvest of Bostoh' but e a s t 

o f Eden to Nexir Englanders, to "Michigan academicians New England was apparently 

Eden i t s e l f , a p a r a d i s e o f a s t u t e educators who had been r e f i n e d and p o l i s h e d 

a t Y a l e , Harvard, W i l l i a m s , Amherst, and so f o r t h . At times New England and 

i t s i n s t i t u t i o n s were r e f e r r e d to i n measures which suggested p r i m i t i v e man 

t r y i n g to e x p l a i n the nature of the sun. We learned about some remarkably 

up r i g h t educators l i k e Harvard's B l i s s P e r r y , L o u i s Aggasiz, and Asa Gray 

i f only because some of our p r o f e s s o r s could not f o r g e t them and considered 

i t a moral duty not to l e t u£ forget them. Of course we le a r n e d t h a t George 

Lyman K i t t r i d g e had become a legend i n both Harvard h i s t o r y and Shakespiearean 

s c h o l a r s h i p and werie a l t e r n a t e l y f u l l of l a i r t h and admiration before the 

s h r i n e o f t h a t legend, but f e v ; rendered the same t r i b u t e to such Midwestern 

s c h o l a r s as Elmer Edgar S t o l l or loses C o i t T y l e r . 

On l e a r n i n g t h a t I was from the Boston a r e a , a Midwestern-born, ' ? i l l i a m s 

College-educated P r o f e s s o r of E n g l i s h i n V i t e d me to h i s home to t a l k ' o f New 

England, confident t h a t the New England of an I r i s h - A m e r i c a n C a t h o l i c , born 

and r a i s e d near Boston, was the flew England of a Midwestern 'Williams'" man. 
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A kind and i n t e r e s t i n g man. yet. I rec e i v e d the impression that he had escaped 

fror^ the Midi.rest, found happiness at - J i l l i a r a s and i n JJew lingland, developed 

a strong case of n o s t a l g i a f o r these p l a c e s , and was remaining i n Tii^chigan 

under compulsion.. At that time ilex^ England seemed unai^are of the spread of 

higher education i n the Midwest while the Midwest seemed sublimely o p t l f i i s t i c 

about the pervasive i n f l u e n c e of Boston and Cambridge.. " I know somebodjy from 

Boston,'' a student t o l d me i n a not u n t y p i c a l response. 'He's from F a l l River." 

F a l l R i v e r is^approxiniately seventy mi l e s from Boston,(and Cambridge) and f e e l s 

i t s I n f l u e n c e about as much as Dickens' Coketown f e l t the i n f l u e n c e of Oxford. 

But i f President Hannah's reference to Boston made me a b i t wondrous about 

geographical i s o l a t i o n , the reading of " I f — " s t a r t e d me thi n k i n g about 

l i t e r a r y i r r e l e v a n c e . I entered State w i t h as l i t t l e p o l i s h as any freshman 

but x^ith a capacity f o r a unique recognition. I had l e f t an area i n which 

h i s t o r y , p a r t i c u l a r l y l i t e r a r y h i s t o r y , assumed, an almost aggressive stance. 

Pilgrimages to t,he s h r i n e s of Emerson, Thoreau, A l c o t t , Longfellow, M e l v i l l e , 

T J h i t t i e r , and others were almost commonplace f o r c h i l d r e n from the Greater 

Boston area. We wandered through Fnerson's house at Concord, n o t i c i n g the 

volumes i n h i s l i b r a r y , h i s hat hanging from the rack i n the h a l l , the 

c a r e f u l l y preserved sjmibols of a domestic l i f e which seemed a l i e n to the 

Emerson of the w r i t i n g s . Ue had walked solemnly through the Longfellow 

mansion i n Cambridge, breathing i n the g e n t i l e decay which has s e t t l e d w i t h i n 

that house and dimly aware of the l i t e r a r y l i f e t h at had been led there. We 

ran around \7alden Pond, hoping f o r s p e c i a l pages of Thoreau's book to leap 

i n t o l i f e around us: the cry of a loon, a woodchuck crossing our path, 

perhaps a war being waged by the descendents of Thoreau's antS. • Some of 
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us, momentarily defying the i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t a r e s of our teachers, had s t o l e n 

a s\fim i n the pond (drying ourselves afterward w i t h our unden/ear), convinced 

that v/e were f e e l i n g the touch of h i s t o r y on our bodies, lie stood there, we 

s a i d , and bathed here and saw such and such a t h i n g . 

However, the h i s t o r y was more than a r a t h e r demurely monitored tour of 

a house or an outlawed plunge i n t o a pond. Even i f the moral edges of the 

messages of these w r i t e r s had become rounded by time, l i k e i n s c r i p t i o n s i n 

old b r i c k , the messages themselves remained i n t a c t , i n v i o l a b l e i n t h e i r 

grammatical and epigrammatical p r e c i s i o n . 'Jhat I must do i s a l l that concerns 

me, not what the poeple th i n k . ' "'/lith consistency a great soul has simply 

nothing to do. " "There are nowadays professors of philosophy, but not 

philosophers." "What a man t h i n k s of h i m s e l f , that i t i s which determines, 

or r a t h e r i n d i c a t e s , h i s fate.'' Against the background of such remarks. 

President Hannah's reading of ICipling's poem was s t a r t l i n g , unexpected, as 

though I had expectations of S t . Paul and had been offe r e d -Cahlil Gibran. 

Even then I had the f e e l i n g that the poera had nothing to do w i t h me but was 

somehow ass o c i a t e d w i t h v i r t u e s which e i t h e r p r e v a i l e d or were d e c l i n i n g 

i n the B r i t i s h Empire. E v i d e n t l y , the reading was a bugle c a l l , a r e v e i l l e , 

arranged to wake us to a kind of moral morning which as an American I had 

not yet experienced. Neither Emerson nor Thoreau, I knew, would have been 

i n t e r e s t e d i n K i p l i n g ' s advice to keep one's head w h i l e a l l others were 

l o s i n g t h e i r s . 

I n f a c t , i t seemed the contrary w i t h Emerson and p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h 

Thoreau who equated the r e t e n t i o n of one's head with a conformity that 

invested i n munitions, r a i l r o a d s , and s o c i a l acceptance. And y e t , the 



c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s so r h y t h m i c a l l y phrased by K i p l i n g and so s e r i o u s l y d e l i v e r e d 

by President Hannah v/ere p r e c i s e l y those which I encounteret' i n my years a t 

S t a t e . Professor Nye once s a i d i n a c l a s s i n American L i t e r a t u r e that though 

t h e i r books had a r r i v e d i n the Midwest, Emerson and Thoreau were s t i l l i n Nev7 

England. K i p l i n p , however, had a r r i v e d i n E a s t Lansing. J u s t about everybody 

was e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y level-headed. J u s t about everybody kept h i s and her head. 

I t was a reasonable world, one which produced a kind of detachment to which 

Emerson and Thoreau would have been s t r a n g e r s . 

There was l i t t l e r e b e l l i o n of any k i n d , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e l l e c t u a l , and I 

cannot w i t h assurance account f o r t h i s condition. P o s s i b l y there were a 

number of reaons f o r i t s e x i s t e n c e . I t may have been caused i n part by the 

freshman courses i n composition which were cut o f f from the s p i r i t though not 

the l e t t e r of c l a s s i c a l r h e t o r i c and therefore were outside thie realm of., 

vigorous argumentation. Perhaps i t was a l s o due to the absence of a p r e v a i l i n g 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l system such as the S c h o l a s t i c i s m which served i n many C a t h o l i c 

colleges as a b a s i s f o r cosmic checks and balances. I n my c l a s s e s i n philosophy 

systems were examined without a meta-system by which to judge them. That one 

system emphasized the r e a l i t y of m a t e r i a l i s m a t the expense of s p i r i t u a l i t y 

or that another exaggerated the c a p a c i t i e s of mind while another diminished 

them was of l i t t l e consequence to us. P h i l o s o p h i c a l systems were to be 

studied, t a l k e d about, w r i t t e n about on examinations, o c c a s i o n a l l y understood, 

but never acted upon. 

l i e were as f a r from becoming Kantian or Thomistlc as we were from wearing 

robes i n i m i t a t i o n of Mohandas Gandhi. We were l i k e permanently b o t t l e d 

carbonated water, shaken o c c a s i o n a l l y to create a pressure but never uncapped 



to discharge the effervescence. The professors themselves, may have had a 

,,, hand i n the matter. A f t e r Professor U i l l l a m s had spoken e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y and 

len ^ ^ t h i l y about Thomas a Kempls as a r e a c t i o n to the sometimes desperate p u r s u i t 

of l e a r n i n g i n the Renaissance, he concluded soberly w i t h the warning that one 

, , had to be c a r e f u l w i t h people l i k e Thomas a Kempls. 

When, at the suggestion of Professor C l a r k e , I read some essays by the 

•'New" Humanists, I r v i n g Babbitt and Paul Elmer /tore, and responded e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y , 

T i J got the impression from h i s comment that I had be t t e r c a r e f u l w i t h people 

l i k e Babbitt and Ilore. Being c a r e f u l was a v i r t u e though nobody seemed to have 

c l e a r ideas about the penalty f o r not being c a r e f u l . However, one day i n a 

. c l a s s i n American Language ( a c l a s s o c c a s i o n a l l y v i s i t e d by Professor Nye)'an 

event took place which momentarily rocked our c a r e f u l , reasonable world and 

^.^jSQTved as a sign f o r the r e s u l t s of exuberance. 

.We had been di s c u s s i n g d i a l e c t s and had worked around to s o c i a l d i s t i n c -

t i o n s based on d i a l e c t s and then converged on s o c i a l d i s t i n c t i o n s themselves. 

S o c i a l d i s t i n c t i o n s were t h i n i c e and we always recognized and respected the 

signs warning against the i c e . We knew the f a i n t , c r a c k l i n g sounds of danger 

as our weight advanced to I s s u e s which touched our l i v e s s e c r e t l y , deeply. 

Each of us respected the i n e v i t a b l e withdrawal of others i f only because we 

wished to have others respect i t i n us. But on t h i s day one among us, a 

returned v e t e r a n , seized the hour and spoke a n g r i l y of c l a s s s t r u c t u r e s , 

c a p i t a l i s t i c f o r c e s , war, m i l i t a r i s t s . Nothing slowed him. down; h i s o\m 

i r r e l e v a n c e , our shocked f a c e s , the astonlshnent of the professor whose very 

mildness may .have encouraged the storm. As he spoke. I n t e n s e l y and almost 

inco h e r e n t l y , he approached the teaching platform, mounted i t , concluded 

h i s a t t a c k upon s o c i e t y , r e c i t e d 'Tommy A t k i n s , " K i p l i n g ' s embittered view of 

-6-



B r i t i s h imperlallsra (had he borrowed President Hannah's copy of Kipling's 

poems?), s t ^ ^ ^ d fi^o"" platform, uttered a piercing cry, entered 

what we l a t e r learned was an e p i l e c t l c f i t , and dropped to the floor. 

Somebody i n the class knew what to do and the rest of us moved out 

slowly, looking uneasily at the prone figure, s t i f f and awkward i n the 

grasp of the seizure. Outside, we were s i l e n t l y compassionate for the 

stricken student and embarrassed by the wild surge of emotion which had 

rendered him so vulnerable. Our compassion was genuine, yet we could not 

quite separate the uninhibited outburst from the distressing conclusion. 

There was no obvious association between the outburst and the seizure and 

none of us was so perversely moral that we made an association. Rather, 

we saw the outburst as a kind of violence which threatened the somewhat 

8{:olc t r a n q u i l i t y of the classroom and the seizure as an i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n 

of that violence. L i t e r a r y studies, or any studies, were neither a gtim'' ' 

business nor frivolous play. They were a balance between these t \ io points 

and the veteran's outburst had disturbed t h i s balancing by adding a soc i al 

dimension which we were neither temperaraentally nor c r i t i c a l l y capable of 

handling. 

There were other factors which may have produced the reasonableness, ' 

for example, the absence of a c r i t i c a l meta-theory, one capable of analyzing 

and evaluating a l l c r i t i c a l positions. The c r i t i c a l position which governed 

our responses to l i t e r a t u r e seems now to have been that recomaended t>y 

riatthew Arnold, to be f a m i l i a r with the best that had been thought and 

written. Certainly, we were exposed to the best and we accepted i t without 

question: Swift, Shakespeare, HUlton, Chaucer, Donne, Fielding, Dickens, 
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'ienry Jnnes, " v e l v l l l e , Emerson, Thoreau, T v a i n , and so f o r t h . 

To a s u r p r l s i n j r deforce v/e were a l s o confronted w i t h such nlnor 

w r i t e r s as Lanp.land, Southey, " e r e d i t h , \'ycherley, T a a l i t t . There was 

l i t t l e danger of our becorinp students of c r i t i c i s m and l i t e r a r y theory 

at the expense of the c l a s s i c s . The courses i n l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s n vere 

perfunctory s i d e dishes to the raajor f a r e , the works themselves. Te 

responded to l i t e r a t u r e i t s e l f and thouph these responses vrere spmetlaes 

g e n t i l e they were strong enough to produce a reasonableness which triuiuphejd 

over both nodernism which rendered l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n to l i t e r a r y h i s t o r y and 

c r i t i c a l s t u d i e s which demanded almost conplete a t t e n t i o n ; l f pursued 

s e r i o u s l y . " ) 

A few years l a t e r a t the graduate school of a C a t h o l i c u n i v e r s i t y when 

I wds thrown I n w i t h students immersed i n c r i t l c i s r a , p a r t l c u l a r y A r i s t o t e l i a n 

c r i t i c i s m . S t a t e ' s emphasis on l i t e r a r y h i s t o r y created a problem f o r me but 

not as ser i o u s a one as that confronted by students who had paid a p r i c e f o r 

that Immersion - a vague notion of l i t e r a r y h i s t o r y . The p r i c e was high, 

the s a c r i f i c e of the perception of o r i g i n s , chronology, and comparative 

va l u e s . I f a major f u n c t i o n of c r i t i c i s m i s to i d e n t i f y the nature of 

l i t e r a r - r e , then a s i g n i f i c a n t part of the formation of t h a t . c r i t i c i s m I s 

' t h e recognition of what i s common to a l l l i t e r a t u r e , a recognition achieved 

only by an exposure to l i t e r a r y h i s t o r y . i ; 

E v e n t u a l l y , the paraphrases we were asked to struggle w i t h and the, 

A r n o l d - l i k e touchstones we were asl-.ed to admire v/ould be condemned by the 

aeisthetics of the ''New'' c r i t i c i s m . I add, almost as an asi d e , that I 

caniiot remember e i t h e r the word a e s t h e t i c s " being used a t St a t e or the. 
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study of a e s t h e t i c s , though w i t h i n the scone of l i t e r a r y s t u d i e s , had a 

powerful a l l i a n c e w i t h both A r i s t o t e l i a n l i t e r a r y theory a;nd Thomlstlc 

philosophy and theology. 

I f there vrere a l l i a n c e s between departments at .'Ichlr.an S t a t e during 

the f o r t i e s they were w e l l concealed. V.ach department apparently f e l t 

I t s e l f unique I n subject n a t t e r and nethodologv and though l i t e r a r y h i s t o r y 

was being advanced by the F n g l l s h department I t did not therefore point out 

s i m i l a r i t i e s between l i t e r a t u r e as a h i s t o r y and economics, or p o l i t i c a l 

s c i e n c e , or even physics as h i s t o r i e s . As to the cause of t h i s I can only 

suggest again that the humanities had not yet come of age at the u n i v e r s i t y , 

that i n p a r t i c u l a r the humanities had not y e t a t t a i n e d to a p h i l o s o p h i c a l 

view of i t s a c t i v i t i e s . 

But.to r e t u r n to the ''"ler/' c r i t i c i s m and i t s condemnation of admiration 

of p a r t s of a t e x t : I was to s u r v i v e t h i s c r i t i c i s m and look back w i t h some 

gra t i t u d e to ny l i t e r a r y s t u d i e s as an undergraduate. I had accepted and 

shared, somewhat u n c r i t i c a l l y but yet sonevhat i n t e l l i g e n t l y , a paradigm of 

p r o f e s s p r l a l views some of which I r e c a l l c l e a r l y . P rof. i J i l l l a m s ' z est f o r 

the s t y l e pf S i r Thomas Browne, Professor Clarke's judgement that The 

Education was not Henry Adams' best work, Professor S h i r l e y ' s contention that 

a f t e r ^larlowe no poet was so astonishing i n h i s imagery as John Keats. Wo 

professor was r e l u c t a n t to do something from which the ''lew c r i t i c s were to 

r e c o i l i n horror - stand back and admire sepments of a t e x t . For which 

a t t r i b u t e , ray hearty thanks. "No poet,' s a i d Russel l^ye i n a d i s c u s s i o n of 

"I-Jhen L i l a c s L a s t I n the Dopryard Bloom'd," ever wrote a f i n e r image than 
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Passing the yellovr-spearM -"..^r-t, every ?;rain from i t s shroud i n the 
dark-brovm f i e l d s uprisen 

Professor S h i r l e y could not conceal h i s exuberance f o r a l i n e from larlowe's 

Dr. Faustus, 

See, see, where C h r i s t ' s blood streams i n the firmament! And Professor 

A.J.M. Smith meditated f o r a lo\iz time on the s i m p l i c i t y of the answer pro-

vided by Homer to Helen's request that her beloved brothers shoxj themselves 

i n the f i e l d of b a t t l e . But i t was not as she said-, already mother earth 

held them f a s t , f a r away i n Lacedairaon, t h e i r own n a t i v e land. ' 

Today, students have keys to every o f f i c e and a seat at every t a b l e . 
. - . . . ' I - ' . 

We, on the contrary, were at arm's length from p r i v y c o u n c i l s and so were 

f.j:":orant of the f o r c e s which shaped the l i t e r a r y program, nerhaps another 

reason f o r our reasonableness. Much of the forming of American higher 

education can be located i n the years from 1870 to 1^20 when a few names 

were dominant: Charles E l i o t of -larvard, James Angell of 'lichigan, Andrew 

White of C o r n e l l , Daniel Oilman of Johns Hopkins. P o s s i b l y i n the f o r t i e s 

S t a t e was a bundle of tensions i n •'.t'-.e'npts to work out the academic d e s t i n i e s 

envisioned by these men. P o s s i b l y , there were w i t h i n the E n g l i s h department 

sharp debates betxjeen the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of v a r i o u s educational p o s i t i o n s , 

between t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s and modernists, u t i l i t a r i a n i s t s and aesthetes, 

A r i s t o t e l i a n s and P l a t o n i s t s . I f there were such tensions x/e were not aware 

of them. Ifliatever was, was r i g h t . 

At times we passed beyond reasonableness to a p . e n t i l i t y which, i n t u r n , 

made us a t times look l i k e innocents. IThen ' T i l l Durant i n a campus address 

r e f e r r e d to F r a n k l i n Roosevelt as "that cripple,'' the audience l i t e r a l l y 
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gasped a t the harshness of the term. 'Je had no l i t e r a r y heroes,' l i k e 

K urt Vonnegut J r . , who shook the temples of education and r a t t l e d the 

supposedly dry bones of t r a d i t i o n . VJe reat' Aldous Huxley and Fvelvn 

'laugh but they ;7ere not t h r e a t s to our reasonableness. The r e t u r n of the 

Jorld War I I veterans brcuc'.it about an emphasis on a no-nonsense education, 

one which would ensure the secure l i f e which the t h i r t i e s had denied the 

previous generation. There was l i t t l e t i n e f o r cynicism. C y n i c l s n vas 

a l u x u r y permitted those who could a f f o r d i t and the p r i c e was a s a c r i f i c e 

of earnestness and sense of purpose, v i r t u e s e s s e n t i a l to what has become 

kno\im as "goals." I n a course i n the European novel, the f a v o r i t e w r i t e r s 

were not the s a t i r i s t s but those v;ho expressed d i r e c t l y , sombrely, the d i s -

i n t e g r a t i o n of old values or who s e r i o u s l y envisioned tlie emergence of a new 

order: Ignazio S l l o n e , Arthur K o e s t l e r , Andre Gide, Leon Bloy, Thomas '.lann, 

S l g r l d undset. We turned to t h i s l i t e r a t u r e and the l i t e r a t u r e , i n t u r n , 

served the t a s t e which made the choices. 

Our Innocence was a by-product of our earnestness i n pursuing the best 

i n l i t e r a t u r e and the best i n l i t e r a t u r e was that v;hich o f f e r e d the deepest 

i n s i g h t s i n t o human behavior. L i t e r a t u r e was moral an! though not I n the 

possession of systematic moral c r i t i c a l theory ve expected the human behavior 

to e i t h e r be of the highest order or subject to punishment f o r s i g n i f i c a n t 

moral l a p s e s . 

A few years ago I v i s i t e d an experimental college i n western ^Massachu-

s e t t s and discovered that the bookstore had c a r e f u l l y i s o l a t e d a space f o r 

the s a l e and l e i s u r e l y scanning of pornographic a r t . Our innocence s u f f e r e d 

no such t r i a l s . That once admired possession seems novr to have been i n v i n c i b l e 
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and even q u a i n t l y charjiing. A v i s i t of the iacchantes to the men's d o m i -

t o r i e s could not have caused more e x c i t e i i e n t than " e r l e Oberon's e x h i b i t i o n 

of cleavage i n a c o l l e R e sponsored f i l n , The S c a r l e t P l n n e r n e l . ' 'Jonathan 

S w i f t i s a f i l t y x ^ r i t e r , ' a coed reinarked i n c l a s s when we encountered the 

L i l l i p u t i a n s ' adtairation of G u l l i v e r ' s p r i v a t e p a r t s of which they h.iA a 

p a r t i c u l a r l y advantar,eous view. A d i s c u s s i o n of lleminpway's A F a r e w e l l To 

Arms convinced j u s t about everyone that Catherine vjas indeed the whore she 

f e l t h e r s e l f to be and t h a t R i n a l d i was a thorough p r o f l i g a t e . 

That the m a j o r i t y of students i n l i t e r a t u r e courses were women may have 

had something to do wit h these responses, though I recogni^.e the p e r i l s 

i n herent i n that statement. N e v e r t h e l e s s , the women at S t a t e impressed me as 

reiiiarkably c o n s e r v a t i v e , not a t a l l l i k e the iiidwestern woman created by 

Thomas \JoIfe and Edmund TJilson: l u s t y , vide-hipped, rose-cheeked e a r t h goddesses 

seeking a tumble i n the hay or , aware of t h e i r d e s t i n y created by ^^merican's 

h e a r t l a n d , an opportunity to p r o c r e a t e . 

But then, perhaps I d i d not go west f a r enough. Perhans i n Kansas or 

I^'ebraska or Iowa I xrould have found the prototype of the c r e a t u r e which some-

times haunted U'olfe's dreans. At 'ichigan S t a t e I fouml that women were 

e x t r a o i ^ d i n a r i l y c o n s e r v a t i v e , reading :''llton \rLth a t a c i t u r n i n t e n s i t y which 

I have not S'-!'̂ n r'-'plicated s i n c e . Therefore, i t was not s u r p r i s i n g t h a t 

?.everend O'Donnell's commence-nent address was f i t t i n g , ''e had begun as f r e s h -

men w i t h a s e t of v i r t u e s from K i p l i n g which, though they did not e s t a b l i s h 

nev; v a l u e s did not a n n i h i l a t e o l d oaes, and had concluded w i t h a p r o s a i c 

C h r i s t i a n message which was not designed to tro u b l e our w i n t e r ' s s l e e p . 
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I n betv;een the tnessa^es, we read l i t e r a t u r e v/hlch vas o f t e n ponderous 

i n i t s length and s o l e n n i t y and an i n s t r u c t i o n that f o r the iiost p a r t comnle-

mented these q u a l i t i e s . But i t vas a l s o a l i t e r a t u r e which never apologized 

f o r i t s length and solemnity and an i n s t r u c t i o n which r a t h e r v a l i a n t l y assumed 

that the b e s t i n t e r e s t s of the student could be served by the e x p l o r a t i o n of 

t h i s l i t e r a t u r e . The e x p l o r a t i o n had many f i n e moments the be st of which 

were those i n v;hich I sensed, though could not have adequately d e s c r i b e d , 

the p r i v i l e g e of being p a r t of a reading t r a d i t i o n t h a t was hundreds.of y e a r s 

o l d . 

I o f t e n followed t h a t t r a d i t i o n i n temporarily empty rooms, mellowed w i t h 

age and use, i n the botany and f o r e s t r y b u i l d i n g s which, I hope, havfe^'siarvived 

the improvements a t the u n i v e r s i t y . That I o c c a s i o n a l l y dosed over ? i i l t o n , 

s t a r e d b l a n k l y f o r long p e r i o d s of time at a page i n a Henry James no v e l , and 

o f t e n wondered what John Donne v/as a l l about i s not s u r p r i s i n g . I t was the 

p r i c e I paid f o r membership i n a reasonable environment. 

S t o n e h i l l College 
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• ' ' e l v i l l e Stone, Lunene F l e l J , ami 
the '>ej<lnniniis of Chlca<',o L i r e r a t y J o u m a l l s n 

David ' ) . Anderson •• 

On September 10, l ' " ? ! , the ChicaRo Tribune describe d the c i t y as mde 

of e v e r l a s t i u f ; olne, s h l n r l e s , sliai^s, veneers, s t u c c o , anr' outty, holdlnr; 

" r i l l e s of f i r e - t r a p s , pleasinc; to the eye, looking s u b s t a n t i a l , bat a l l sham 

and s h i n j r l e s . 'Tails have been run up a hundred f e e t high and but a s i n g l e 

b r i c k i n t h i c k n e s s . I t was a c i t y t h a t f o r t y y e a r s before had been one of 

hundreds of v i l l a j - e s , i n c l u d i n g L i n c o l n ' s \'ev Salem, strewn about the I l l i n o i s 

landscape, each of which had a f u t u r e that was d e c l a r e d by i t s founders to 

be s i n g u l a r l y b r i g h t . 

VHiereas I'lew Salem had disappeared i n a r e l a t i v e l y few y e a r s u n t i l i t s 

r e s u r r e c t i o n as a s h r i n e , the f u t u r e p r e d i c t e d f o r Chicago had, by the end of 

the C i v i l War, become a r e a l i t y as i t supplanted C i n c i n n a t i , the Queen C i t y 

of the iJest e a r l i e r i n the century, as the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and c o r m e r c i a l 

C a p i t o l of the county West of the r'-mtains. Rut C i n c i n n a t i remained the 

l i t e r a r y c a p i t o l ; as the Tribune a r t i c l e pointed out, Chicago was, i n the 

F a l l of 1571, a c i t y without substance. And on October 10, 1371, a f t e r the 

F i r e , one of the great events of the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y — C h i c a g o , one of i t s 

boosters l a t e r proclaimed, never d i d anything l e s s than s p e c t a c u l a r l y — t h e 

c i t y was i n r u i n s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , on October 10, the Tribune, i n a make-

s h i f t e d i t i o n , proclaimed: 

CIKKU UP 

I n the midst of a c a l a m i t y without p a r a l l e l i n the 
world's h i s t o r y , lookinp upon the ashes of t h i r t y 
y e a r s ' accumulations, tlie people of t h i s once 
b e a u t i f u l c i t y have r e s o l v e d t h a t Chicago S h a l l R i s e 
Again. 
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The F i r e had destroyed n e a r l y $2nO,O')a,OiJ0 worth of property, i t had 

tal.en more than 250 l i v e s , and i t had l e f t 1)0,000 oeople honeless and 

d e s t i t u t e . Among i t s c a s u a l t i e s v a s the L a l e Shore I r o n ','orks on the north 

side near the lak e f r o n t , ami i t s o \ m e r , twenty-three year old " ' e l v i l l e E. 

Stone, 'llaker and Factor of Hardware," was one of those who had drearaed of 

becoming m i l l i o n a i r e s and were now d e s t i t u t e . 

' l l e l v i l l e E . Stone, the second of s i x sons of the Reverend E l l . l a h Stone, 

a c i r c u i t - r i d i n R /lethodlst F.nisconal n i n i s t e r i n r u r a l I l l i n o i s , and Soohla 

Louisa Creighton Stone, was bom i n 'ludson, McLean County, I l l i n o i s , on 

August 22, 134B, and h i s youth had been spent i n a s e r i e s of small c e n t r a l 

and northern I l l i n o i s towns. I n I'^f)^ the fa m i l y n o v e d — f o r the second t i m e — 

to Chicago, and Stone attended the Chicago High School on Jlonroe S t r e e t near 

Halstead. During the summer of I'^iGA he worked on the Chicago Tribune, I n 

the commercial departraent and as a rep o r t e r. But he had no i o u r n a l i s t i c 

ambitions; h i s t a s t e s were f o r the law, i n s p i t e of h i s mother's a s s e r t i o n 

that he could not be both a good laT-ryer and a good man. 

The next year, however, not yet seventeen, he jo i n e d Charles A. Sana's 

Chicago P-.epubiican as a re p o r t e r . L a t e r he moved to the Chicago Times, f o r 

which he covered the Democratic l a t i o n a l Convention i n >Iex/ York i n 1S68, 

and then, a f t e r an a l t e r c a t i o n w i t h the T i n e s e d i t o r , I ' i l b u r ^. Storey, 

he l e f t journai'ism f o r e v e r , determined to r i d e the Chicago boom to success 

as a manufacturer. 

Before the ashes cooled. Stone vras a t xwrk a s s i s t i n g i n arrangements 

f o r c a r in g f o r the needy. During the wi n t e r of 1871-72 he was i n charge of 

the barracks f o r the homeless erected on West "'adison S t r e e t , and i n the 



sprinc-, broke, he returned to j o u r n a l i s m , as nana.>',ing e d i t o r and l a t e r c i t y 

e d i t o r of the Chicago Inter-Ocean, which Jonathan Younr Scamon, a Chicago 

banker, had re s u r r e c t e d out of the ashes and r u i n s of the Republican. 

During the suniner and f a l l of lo72. Stone wrote most of the Inter-Ocean's 

e d i t o r i a l s , p a r t i c u l a r l y those supporting President Grant's r e - e l e c t i o n , which 

the paper e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y espoused, but he pursued, too, other causes that 

Scamnon had l e s s enthusiasn f o r : he secured and published v/ithout o f f i c i a l 

s anction the report of the Chicago f i r e c h i e f upon the f a c t o r s that c o n t r i -

buted to the extent of the F i r e he published a s e c r e t report of a church 

t r i a l f o r heresy; he demonstrated a keen nose f o r sidandal and skulduggery 

i n high p l a c e s . That w i n t e r , Scammon pave h i n an extended leave of absence, 

o s t e n s i b l y f o r h e a l t h reasons. Me spent the ensuing?, f i v e months touring 

the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n South, returning, to Cliicago to resigh' f Iffort the I n t e r -

Ocean. He then wdrked b r i e f l y as e d i t o r of the Chicago i^vening > i a i i , which 

was aLaost i i i r t e d l a t e l y consolidated w i t h thte Evening Post, and'he then went 

to TTashington as correspondent f o t the jWst 'and ! - t a i l , and the iew York Herald. 

D u r i n j h i s two years i n Washington, Stone began to plan a one-cent 

evening paper i n Chicago. Ue backed the s h o r t - l i v e d one-center, the Chicago 

i l e r a l d , edited by ' J i l l l a m Daugherty, and when that f a i l e d , he returned to 

Chicago to s t a r t h i s own. On Christinas Day, 1875, the Chica?3o D a i l y .Jews, 

"the o r i g i n a l one-cent paper of the West,' published i t s f i r s t i s s u e . 

The paper's r i v a l s and other s c e p t i c s asserted that i t s f i r s t i s s u e 

would a l s o be i t s l a s t , that no penny paper could s u r v i v e i n a c i t y experienc-

ing p e r e n n i a l penny shortages, but Stone imrnediately took steps to prove 

them wrong. With an i n i t i a l c i r c u l a t i o n of 4,000 copies a day. Stone imported 

supplies of pennies from the mint, a d v e r t i s i n g the a v a i l a b i l i t y of change a t 



the 'lews o f f i c e , and l-.e persuaded-merchants to a d v e r t i s e goods for-b.'.d 

amounts—^29c, 39c,-.49c—thus, increaslnp; the denam^ f o r , and hente the 

a v a i l a b i l i t y o f , pennies i,n the c i t y . • " 

Stone made c l e a r the i independence of the Jews from the beplnnlnj;. 

Of the India n v i c t o r y on the L i t t l e Up, Horn on June 25, lS7^s reported 

as a massacre by h i s competitors. Stone conmented e d i t o r i a l l y that the 

k i l l i n g of Custer and h i s men by S i t t i n g - B u l l was a p e r f e c t l y j u s t i f i a b l e 

act on the part of the l a t t e r , considering a l l the circurtstances," and, 

when a ..'Jews reporter i n t e r v l e w i n i * '.•Tilliam H. Vanderbllt e l i c i t e d the 

statement, "Oh, the p u b l i c be damned. Stone delighted i n p r i n t i n g i t . 

Cash c r i s e s continued, and at one points-'vhen the paper's demise 

seemed imminent. Stone purchased W i l l i a m E. Dauf.herty' s share f o r $55.00, 

and then gave V i c t o r F. Lawson business c o n t r o l as oublisher. Lawson 

authorized the r e p o r t e rs to report newe anrJ a d v e r t i s e r s to order space 

by telephone, the f i r s t paper i n the country to do so. I t was a l s o the 

f i r s t tp s e l l f u l l - p a g e advertisements, the f i r s t to use Mergenthaler 

l i n o t y p e s , the f i r s t to p u b l i s h d a l l y I n s t d l l r a e n ts of continued s t o r i e s , 

the f i r s t to provide s o c i a l s e r v i c e s f o r i t s newsboys, the f i r s t to 

p r i n t i t s d a i l y c i r c u l a t i o n f i g u r e s * which r a p i d l y climbed. 

Stone,, f r e e to d i r e c t the e d i t o r i a l p o l i c y of the paper, was equally 

I n n o v a t i v e , i n the process c o n t r i b u t i n g one of the c l a s s i c s t o r i e s of 

Chicago newspaper f o l k l o r e . The f i r s t e d i t i o n of the Nevs h i t the s t r e e t s 

a t noon, and the v a r i e t y and e f f e c t i v e n e s s of Stone's news gathering s t a f f 

was soon paid the ultimate i f undesirable comolicient: the Post and 'la 1 1 , 

owned by the ^lacmullan B r o t h e r s , bef^an to n i r a t e i t s s t o r i e s , often without 

changing a word. F i n a l l y Stone s e t a t r a p : the f i r s t e d i t i o n of the "̂ ews 
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c a r r i e d an a l l e g e d cabled report from London that a dlsnatch from Belgrade 

reported fanlne among the Serbs. The report concluded w i t h a quotation I n 

Serbian f r o n the mayor of Belgrade, 'Hr us s i h t l a E t * l l Iws n e l lum cjueht,'' 

which I s t r a n s l a t e d as "The m u n i c i p a l i t y cannot a i d . 

The Post and ' l a l l sprung; the trap by r e p r i n t i n g the s t o r y completely, 

w i t h the Serbian quote and t r a n s l a t i o n Included, \;hereupon Stone spread the 

s t o r y to other papers. The alleged quote was simply, "The ^iacraullens w i l l 

s t e a l t h i s s t o r y , " s p e l l e d back.w"rus. The Post and i l a l l could not s u r v i v e 

r i d i c u l e , and i t s remnants were bought by Stone s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r . 

During the great r a i l r o a d s t r i k e of 1877 Stone mounted h i s r e p o r t e r s 

on horseback so that they might move f r e e l y between centers of s t r i k e 

a c t i v i t y I n the West and South S i d e s , scooping h i s r i v a l s r e g u l a r l y . Mean-

w h i l e , by supporting the s t r i k e r s e d i t o r i a l l y i n s p i t e of v i s i t s from out-

raged businessmen, he gained the support of workmen throughout the c i t y , 

and c i r c u l a t i o n increased d r a m a t i c a l l y , from 27,129 a day to 63,323 by the 

end of the year. 

n e v e r t h e l e s s , i n s p i t e of h i s reputation as a f r i e n d of the worknan. 

Stone's aggressive j o u r n a l i s m became a weapon of r e a c t i o n a f t e r the explo-

s i o n i n the Hayraarket on Randolph S t r e e t between r>esplaine8 and Halsted 

on Iday A, 1886. riuch of the p u b l i c indignation and the p o l i c e h y s t e r i a 

that followed was fueled by Stone's e d i t o r i a l i n s i s t e n c e that the perpe-

t r a t o r s be captured and j u s t i c e served. But Stone always i n s i s t e d that 

h i s e d i t o r i a l judgiaent was sound, that i t was based upon the presence of 

Paul H u l l , h i s reporter on the scene, and that h i s r e p o r t , n r a p h i c a l l y 

d e s c r i b i n g the word "Charge ' shouted from the crowd and g u n f i r e ' l i k e the 

f a l l i n g of corn on a t i n pan or the r o l l of a drum," was to be t r u s t e d . 
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]>ut the success of the icvrs vjas the r e s u l t of nore t'nn a<',rresslvG 

innovative journalisio i t x^as the r e s u l t of three r u l e s defined by Stone 

at the becinnint? and repeated by h i n f i f t y years l a t e r : 

The f i r s t r u l e was that the nexTspaoer should he run 
d i s t i n c t l y i n the i n t e r e s t of the; p u b l i c . . . . I t .vas recQ^T^i^pd 
a nev78t>aner has i n i t s e d i t o r i a l lepartnent three o f f i c e s to 
perform: f i r s t , to p r i n t the news: second, to s t r i v e to guide . 
p u b l i c opinion i n a proper d i r e c t i o n ; and t h i r d , to f u r n i s h 
entertainment.... 

Another r u l e was that the naper should laal e every e f f o r t 
to see that i t s news '/as t r u t h f u l and i i i p a r t i a l , and i f at 
any time we were l ^ d i n t o a T i s i s s t a t e n e n t, nothing rave ae 
greater pleasure than to make a f a i r , f r a n k , and open acknow-
ledgement and apology.... ., , i 

The t h i r d r u l e divorced the business, and e d i t o r i a l departr: , ? 
ments a b s o l u t e l y . To l i n e of naid reading matter ever appeared 
i n the columns of the paper.... 

To c a r r y out the f i r s t r u l e Stone gathered the ,best s t ^ f f .that he could 

f i n d , a s t a f f he l a t e r described as "one of.the, most .remarkable f o r b r i l l i a n c y 

and e f f i c i e n c y that I have ever known. A major innovation i n e . i i t o r i a l 

s t a f f i n g v;as the use of s p e c i a l i s t s : . Professor,^'.G,B. Uatthews to w r i t e on 

music, Colonel G i l b e r t A. P r i c e , l a t e r Senator from Norfch Dakota, on. p o l i t i c s ; 

i i l l i a r a Mprton Payne, l a t e r c r i t i c f o r the ] > l a l , ,on books PrQf.(^ssor James 

Lawrence Laughlin of the U n i v e r s l t v of Chicar,Q on economics;; and J'jrofessor 

Richard T. E l y of the U n i v e r s i t y of '/isconsin, pn. ?QciplQRy„. • 

Stone took s e r i o u s l y the charp.e i n h i s f i r s t r u l e to entei^t^ln h i s 

readers, and the r e s u l t was not only one of h i s most, l a s t i n g ; innovations 

but America's most important c o n t r i b u t i o n to l o u r n a l i s n ; entertainment that 

became l i t e r a t u r e and w r i t e r s v/hose naraes and works became household words 

as the authors of r e g u l a r columns. The f i r s t of these,was a balding young 

man named Eugene F i e l d , a n a t i v e of S t . L o u i s , whom Stone h i r e d away from 
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the Denver Tribune i n 1883; and the seconr was F l n l e y P e t e r Dunne of the 

J e s t Side i n 1334. These tiro were the bepinnin^ of a t r a d i t i o n t h a t l a t e r 

brought George Ade, John T. TcCatcheon, S l a s o n Thompson, and others to the 

"^ews under the ^ s p i s of V i c t o r Lawson a f t e r Stone l e f t the naper i n 1183. 

But F i e l d , under Stone's e d i t o r s h i p , raarked out the path tha;t l i t e r a r y 

j o u r n a l i s r . i n Chicago was to take. 

• i i t h the h i r i n g of F i e l d as a c o l u r m i s t f o r the .'foming ]Jews, which 

had been e s t a b l i s h e d as an e a r l y ec'.ition of the Evening '^e'rs i n l ^ ^ S l , 

Stone began a t r a d i t i o n that continues to the present i n Chicago j o u r n a l i s m 

and F i e l d began' a column and found a p l a c e i n the developin'.- Chicapo 

l i t e r a r y scene that was to l a s t u n t i l h i s death of a heart a t t a c k on November 

4, 1895. F i e l d , born i n S t . L o u i s on September 2, 1350, and educated a t a 

p r i v a t e s c h o ol i n Tlassachusetts and a t Williams C o l l e ge anu the U n i v e r s i t y 

of M i s s o u r i , had turned to j o u r n a l i s n a f t e r spending a sm a l l i n h e r i t a n c e , 

on a European tour i n 1S72 and an a b o r t i v e attempt at a c t i n g , lie worked 

on the S t . Joseph (Mo.) Gazette i n 1375-76, the S t . L o u i s J o u r n a l and Times-

J o u r n a l from 1876 to 1830 —Stone inet F i e l d i n S t . L o u i s a t the t i n e and 

remembered him as "a lank and cadaverous f i g u r e , smooth of face and bald 

of pate,'* t e l l i n g h i l a r i o u s s t o r i e s one a f t e r the o t h e r — a n d then F i e l d went 

on to the Kansas C i t y Times i n 1380-^1 and the Denver Tribune from 1881 to 

1883, from which Stone h i r e d him f o r the !!ews. Offered the chance to w r i t e 

a r e g u l a r column f o r the' News, F i e l d r e p l i e d : 

I c o n t r a c t w i t h you f o r three or four y e a r s , to i o the 
the work you s p e c i f y , f o r $59 per week the f i r s t y e ar, and 
$50.50 the second year....The reason I tack on the 5*̂  c ents 
fo r the second year i s to g r a t i f y a d e s i r e I have to be able 
to say I am earning a l i t t l e more money each y e a r . . . . 
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Stone coumented that a f t e r nature d e l i b e r a t i o n I y i e l d to t h i s 

exhorbitant demand, and F i e l d came. J e i t h e r the 'Jews e d i t o r i a l o f f i c e , 

the Cliicago P r e s s Club and i t s s u c c e s s o r , t l i e ITIiitechanel Club, •'cClurs's 

Bookstore, nor Chicago j o u r n a l i s n was e v e r to be the sane. S h o r t l y a f t e r 

h i s a r r i v a l , l e a r n i n g t h a t Stone c u s t O T a a r i l y gave a t u r k e y to each raenber 

of the s t a f f f o r ThanUsfeiviuf,, F i e l d c o r a n e n t e d t h a t i f i t was a l l the same 

to Stone, he would r a t h e r have a s u i t of c l o t h e s . Stone complied b y sending 

to h i s f r i e n d Major R.'.J. I^cClauRhry, warden of J o l i e t P r i s o n f o r a s u i t of 

c o n v i c t s t r i p e s . F i e l d d e l i g h t e d i n wearing i t to the o f f i c e . On another 

o c c a s i o n . F i e l d paraded a do?:en s t r e e t u r c h i n s before La\'son, i n s i s t i n ; 3 

t h a t he could not feed and c l o t h e h i s " c h i l l t m on h i s s a l a r y . Ami f o r 

years a v e r s e , a u r r e o t i o u s l y placed b y F i e l d , hung 6n a bookshelf i n 'cClurg' 

I t read: 

T.^... Swete f r i e n d f o r J e s u s sake forbeare 

To buy y e boke thou f i n d e s t here -• 
. For when I d o get y e p e l x * '-" 

I mean t o buy y e boke myself. 

But Field',s c o n t r i b u t i o n s were not raerely o f f i c e h i g h j i n k s . For the 

next twelve y e a r s he wrote the colvunn "Sharps and F l a t s which appeared 

d a i l y i n the iJews under the colophon o f a wreath of l i n k e d sausages. I n i t 

appeared such s e n t i m e n t a l b a l l a d s a s L i t t l e Boy Blue" and 'The L y t t e l Boy"' 

because, h e coiamented, h e l i k e d t o s e e women c r y . As the Chicago Dante,'' 

a s h e c a l l e d h i m s e l f , h e was '...bard/of pork and l a r d . ' But h i s p r i n c i p l e 

t a r g e t s were Chicago p r e n t e n s i a n and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n and E a s t e r n Xirriters, and 

he d e l i g h t e d i n naming names. Of C h a r l e s ^Judley 'Jarner's v i s i t t o Chicago, 

h e wrote on ilarch 4, 1387, ; 



L o c a l l i t e r a r y c i r c l e s were throTm i n t o a c o n d i t i o n of 
f e v e r i s h exciteinent yester'.ay by the runor that ftr. C h a r l e s 
Dudley Uarner, a well-knovm E a s t e r n l i t t e r a t e u r , had a r r i v e d 
i n the c i t y and was the honored p.uest of Colonel 'vlrt Hexterj; 

' the popular South Side Boniface. ^Tlien the runor f i r s t Rained 
c i r c u l a t i o n i t was d i s c r e d i t e d by very ^lany, Includinf^ t h a t 
c a utious and exacting; body l-rioTm as the Chicago L i t e r a r y Club. 
!'r. T. Arthur T h i f f e n , the t a l e n t e d pon of the wealthy fip, 
d e a l e r and a neraber of tiie club i n high standing, refused to 
b e l i e v e that I l r . Uarner was r e a l l y liTi,.th^, c i t y . 

'As soon as I heard I t ^ ' he s ^ i d , stepped around to 
Dale's drug s t o r e and asked the p r o p r i e t o r i f he had r e c e i v e d 
any confirmation of the rumor and he ^^plj[.e4 i n the negative . 
Mr. Dale i s the g e n e r a l Western agent ifor Mr. Uarner's works, 
and, as he very p e r t i n e n t l y observed, he would have been l i k e l y 
to know i f Nr. '.Jarner was i n the v i c i n i t y . 

L a t e r i n the day, however, i t was l e a r n e d that ''r. ^Tamer 
was Indeed i n the midst of us* i n f a c t , alonf; aboyt three 
o'clock I n the afternoon he v^as seen bowling down Orexel Boule-
vard i n >ir. Dexter's elegant dog-cart, behind ^ I r . T)exter's 

•" ' famous bay gelding Grover C l e v e l a n d . I t was s t a t e d t l i a t 'r. 
^?arner had come to Chicago for. the purpose of d e l i y p r l n g an 
address before the Clan-na-Gael on S t . P a t r i c k ' s Day...and had 
chosen as the theme f o r the address 'The Theory t h a t Ben Johnson ' 
did not w r i t e ' R a s s e l a s . ' " Subsequently, however, i t was a s c e r -
t a i n e d t h a t t h i s statement was unfounded. I n a c o n v e r s a t i on 
w i t h P r o f e s s o r Benjaraln F. Lawkins, p r e s i d e n t of the Hmerson 
L i t e r a r y S o c i e t y , author of the s c h o l a r l y brochure e n t i t l e d , 
'The R e l a t i o n s between F i f t e e n - B a l l Poole and the L i b r a r i a n of 
our P u b l i c L i b r a r y , ' i t was developed t h a t Mr. 'Tamer had pro-
duced the f o l l o w i n g works: 'A L i y e r Safe,Cure,' 'Some Golden 
Remedies,' 'Comets and T h e i r R e l a t i o n s to P u r g a t i v e P e l l e t s , ' 
and 'What I Know About Farming.' .':< c 

When i t was announced t h a t R.C. Stedman was to be the guegt of the 
•j > ... , • 

Twentieth Century Club, F i e l d commented on the o c c a s i o n on A p r i l 29, 

Chicago l i t e r a r y c i r c l e s are a l l agog over the p r o s p e c t i v e .'^n 
• • v i s i t of T'r. Edmund Cla r e n ce Stedman, the p o e t - c r i t i c . At the 

r e g u l a r monthly conclave of the Robert Browning Benevolent and 
! ' P a t r i o t i c A s s o c i a t i o n of Cook County, n i g h t before l a s t , i t was 

r e s o l v e d to I n v i t e I l r . Stedman to a grand complimentary banquet 
a t Klhfflay's on Wednesday evening, the 29th. P r o f e s s o r 'JUiiam 
Morton Payne, grand marshal of the parade which i s to conduct 
the famous guest from the r a i l w a y s t a t i o n the morning he a r r i v e s , 
t e l l s us t h a t the process w i l l be i n t h i s ordert..-^ ,'• 
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T\%'enty police o f f i c e r s afoot. 
The grand narshval, horseback, accompanied by ten maie members 
of The T\<rentieth Century Club, also horseback. 
i l r . Stedman i n a landau dratm by four horses, two black and two 
white. 
The Twentieth Century Club i n carriages. 
A brass band, afoot. 
The Robert 2rovming Club i n Frank Pamalee's busses. 
The iloi'ier Club afoot, preceded by a f i f e and drum corps anH a 
r e a l Creek philosopher a t t i r e d i n a tunic. 
Another brass band. 
A beautiful young woman playing the guitar, symbolizinr^ Apollo 
and his lute i n a car drawn by nine r i i l k v/hite s t a l l i o n s inper-
sonating the muses. 
Two hundred Chicago poets afoot. 
The Cliicago L i t e r a r y Club i n carriages. 
A splendid gilded chariot bearing Gunther's Shakespeare autograph 
and Mr. Ellsowrth's f i r s t printed book. 
Another brass band. 
Magnificent advertising car of Armour and Co.., i l l u s t r a t i n g the 
progress of c i v i l i z a t i o n . 
The Fishbladder Rrigade and the Blue Island Avenue Shelley Cllib. 
The F i r e Department. 
Another brass band. 
Citizens i n carriages, afoot, and horseback. 
Advertising cars and vragons. 

1 • . • < . • • 

The l i n e of march w i l l be an extensive one, taking i n the packing 
houses and other notable points. At " r . Amour's interesting 
professional establishment the process of slaughtering w i l l be 
i l l u s t r a t e d for the delectation of the honored guest, after which 
an appropriate poem V J I I I be read by Decatur Jones, President of 
the Lake View E l i t e Club. Then I l r . Armour w i l l entertain a select 
few at a champaign luncheon i n the scalding room. 

In high I f t e r a r y c i r c l e s i t i s rumored that the Rev. F.M. B r i s t o l 
has got an option on a l l autographs ''r. Stedraan nay write during 
his stay i n Chicago. " uch excitement has been caused by t h i s , and 
there i s talk.of an indignation ineeting i n Battery D, to be addressed 
by the Rev. Flavious Gunsaulusy the Rev. Frank U. Brobst, and other 
eminent speakers.: 

Stedman took the accoOnt seriously and cancelled his v i s i t to Chicago. 

Aaiong other items that regularly appeared i n Field's column were those 

gathered after his death i n his complete primer: 
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T h i s i s a gun. I s the Run loaded? R e a l l y , I i o not know. 
Put the gun on the Table, and you, S u s i e , 31ow down one b a r r e l , 
w h i l e you, C h a r l i e , blow down the other. Rang! Yes, i t 'ras 
loaded. Run quick, Jenny, and pick up Suzie's head and C h a r l i e ' s 
lot/er jaw before the nasty blood ijets over the new carpet. 

And, 

Mama i s beating poppa vrith the mop handle. The c h i l d r e n 
ate f i g h t i n g over a piece of pie i n the k i t c h e n . Over the piano 
there i s a b e a u t i f u l notto i n a ^ i l t frame. The b e a u t i f u l riotto 
says: 'There i s no place l i k e home.' 

Not was Stone himself immune: 

Here we have a v a l i s e . I t does not weigh four hundred 
pounds. I t i s the v a l i s e of an E d i t o r , tn the v a l i s e are 
three socks and a b o t t l e . Maybe i t i s a r n i c a f o r the E d i t o r ' s 
sore f i n g e r . The book i s Baxter's S a i n t s ' Rest. The socks 
got i n t o the v a l i s e by mistake. Perhaps the b o t t l e w i l l get 
Int o the E d i t o r by mistake. 

Throughout h i s career a t the News, u n t i l h i s death a t f b t t y - f i v e . F i e l d s 

pursued h i s t a r g e t s w i t h complete freedon, sometimes w i t h more sentiment than 

dharpfiess, and Stone, both as e d i t o r and a f t e r h i s departure from the paper 

to reciiperiate from an extended i l l n e s s befote becoming General ?lanager of the 

Associated P r e s s , remained h i s defender and f a n . At F i e l d ' s death, with the 

Evening News e s t a b l i s h e d as the paper w i t h the second l a r g e s t c i r c u l a t i o n i n 

the nation and the general column an e s t a b l i s h e d j o u r n a l i s t i c t r a d i t i o n i n 

Chicago, New York, San F r a n c i s c o , and elsewhere. Stone commented t h a t : 

For some twelve years he contributed the prose and verse 
which have made him famous. lot only did he w r i t e every l i n e that 
ever appeared i n h i s column of 'Sharps and F l a t s , ' but v i r t u a l l y 

. - . i everything that he wrote a f t e r 1883 appeared i n that column. His 
books, which have had so wide a c i r c u l a t i o n throughout the whole 
worldi and have given the p u b l i c so much of pleasure and...pain, 
are c h i e f l y s e l e c t i o n s frora h i s work f o r the Chicago D a i l y News. 

C r i t i c s have continued to i n s i s t that F i e l d had i^asted h i s t a l e n t , that 

he f a i l e d to pursue a greater l i t e r a r y success, that he refused to n e r f e c t 
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h i s c r a f t , but such c r i t i c i s m , i n s p i t e of i t s s o u r c e s , i s mere carpinf*. 

F i e l d did what he was eminently s u i t e d to do, and he bej^an a t r a d i t i o n 

that i s w i t h us y e t . As was s a i d of Stone, i t may a l s o be s a i d of F i e l d , 

t h a t tO' touch 'a d a i l y c o n s t i t u e n c y the l a m e s t with a. s i n g l e excention 

i n Americai may w e l l f i l l the measure of one man's a n b i t i o n , and as w e l l 

d i scharge one l i f e ' s duty..' Stone as e d i t o r - i n n o v a t o r . F i e l d as colunmist-

innovator» and the D a i l y Hews combined to touch, by 1890^ more l i v e s than 

a l l other Chicago papers combined, to amuse as w e l l , as Inform and,,instruct, 

and to point the way t h a t Chicago, and i t s ne^ropapers, and i t s wr.tters were 

to take l a the n«xt generation as Ben Hecht, C a r l Sandburp,,and o t h e r s came 

to Chicago t o w o r k foa: t h e i^ews. • f . i / 

' ' '•' • ' ^ • MicHi{>an S t a t e ' U n i v e r s i t y 



The U n i v e r s a l i t y of James Wright 

Bernard F. Engel 

Not many w r i t e r s of the 20th century would ca r e to be known as 

sons or daughters of Johnson, b e l i e v e r s i n the e x i s t e n c e and n e c e s s i t y 

of a moral order. For some i n our time, order i s necessar y but 

s h a t t e r e d ; f o r o t h e r s , socioeconomic or p s y c h o l o g i c a l frameworks have 

r e p l a c e d the moral. James Wright (1927-1980) was one of the few to 

recognize that Johnson speaks to today. 

Of course Wright made Johnson h i s own, admiring what was u s e f u l 

to him w h i l e paying no heed to most of the n e o c l a s s i c r u l e s and 

decorum. But he had enough of the old Sam i n him to w r i t e o c c a s i o n a l 

s a t i r e s , a form a v a i l a b l e only to one who b e l i e v e s there i s an 

acc e p t a b l e model or p a t t e r n to compare w i t h . And he wrote, as Gay 

and S m o l l e t t and others of Johnson's time d i d , i f r a r e l y the doctor 

h i m s e l f , of rogues and tosspots and t a r t s . 

B e l i e f that there e x i s t s a standard by which one can make 

judgments, even though he cannot name i t s o r i g i n nor c o d i f y i t s 

p r i n c i p l e s , caused Wright to admire the Johnsonian p r i n c i p l e of looking 

f o r the u n i v e r s a l i n the i n d i v i d u a l , as he t o l d W i l l i a m l l a r t z , and 

repeated to Dave Smith i n a 1979 i n t e r v i e w . W r i t i n g to Martz, Wright 

quoted approvingly passages from Johnson's Pr e f a c e to Shakespeare i n 

which the doctor advocates ''just r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of general nature " 

and v o i c e s d i s t a s t e f o r " p a r t i c u l a r manners" and " i r r e g u l a r combinations 

of f a n c i f u l n a t u r e. " 

But Wright a l s o i n h e r i t e d Romantic i n s i s t e n c e on the importance 
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of the i n d i v i d u a l s e l f and i t s problems. His p r a c t i c e , almost the 

opposite of the " c o n f e s s i o n a l , " was to bring the two together, to 

f i n d i n the i n d i v i d u a l the q u a l i t i e s of the general. And he di s t i n g u i s h e d 

c l a r i t y of imagery from the merely " f a n c i f u l " : one doubts that Johnson 

could have approved "Over the lake / The windows of the r i c h waken 

and yawn," Wright's v i v i d way of condensing the observations that the 

r i c h i n h a b i t the houses with views of the l a k e , that t h e i r l i v e s are 

d u l l , and that t h e i r moral substance i s as transparent as the gl a s s 

of t h e i r windows. 

Though Johnson was c e r t a i n l y humane, h i s b e l i e f i n the n e c e s s i t y 

of s o c i a l order led him to remark that he could eat a f u l l dinner 

a f t e r watching an execution, h o r r i f y i n g the more tender-minded Boswell. 

Wright showed some of both the tough-minded p o s i t i o n and the sentimental 

t r a d i t i o n . I n the poem "At the Executed Murderer's Grave," h i s 

speaker accepts the f a c t that murderer Doty was not a man to be p i t i e d , 

the he had committed sickening crimes. 

But he a l s o sees, and f e a r s , something of h i s own k i n s h i p w i t h 

Doty. The murderer was a man Wright's speaker cannot love, one whose 

death he even takes monetary advantage of ( " I croon my t e a r s at f i f t y 

cents a l i n e " ) . But Doty a l s o was part of our common humanity, and 

as a f e l l o w c i t i z e n of Ohio he represents what Wright might himself 

have become "Had I not run away before my time." Doty, moreover, 

stands f o r each i n d i v i d u a l who has to face death—and "Order be 

damned, I do not want to d i e . " The speaker f e a r s what has happened 

to the murderer who i s " d i r t of my f l e s h , " who sleeps underground i n 

that e a r t h which " i s a door I cannot even f a c e . " 
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As a man of the twentieth century, Wright was f a r l e s s w i l l i n g 

than Johnson to respect an order merely because i t i s e s t a b l i s h e d . 

I n "Stages on a Journey Westward" h i s speaker concludes that America 

i s done f o r . Th i s speaker, one who "began i n Ohio," records h i s 

d i s i l l u s i o n as he leaves the bread l i n e s of home but meets nothing 

better i n Minnesota, and f i n d s only a defeated, drunken s h e r i f f 

'attd"memories of an angry past along the shore of Washington s t a t e . 

He Judges that "America i s over and done w i t h , " has been "Plunged 

i n t o the dark furrows / Of the sea again," has l o s t a l l chance of 

becoming a new world and i s i n need of another Columbus to reinvent 

the dream of Utopia. 

Johnson could s a t i s f y any passing need f o r i n d i c a t i o n s of 

something beyond the r a t i o n a l by turning to the assurances of 

conventional C h r i s t i a n i ' t y . Wright, however, had no such e a s i l y 

a v a i l a b l e resource. "He turned instead to a m y s t i c a l sense of oneness 

with nature, f e e l i n g , as h i s speaker says i n the poem "A B l e s s i n g , " 

tfhat " i f I stepped out of my body I would break / Into blossom," 

would be l i k e , would even become, the wi l l o w t r e e s that two Indian 

ponies discuissed e a r l i e r i n the poem have emerged from. 

''^•'Though Johnson might have harrumphed at some of Wright's work, 

he had eriough good t a s t e that he would recognize i t s q u a l i t y i f he 

were brbught forward two centuries' i n a time machine. Johnsonians 

or not, we too can recognize that Wright was outstanding i n h i s 

generation, and"that h i s work though often grounded i n the region 

achieves some of that u n i v e r s a l i t y he and h i s eigtiteenth century 

predecessor both sought. 

Michigan State U n i v e r s i t y 
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From Middle Bbrder 
To C i t y : Chicago L i t e r a r y O r igin s 

M a r l l y J u d i t h A t l a s 

P r a i r i e Voices-: A L l t e ^ t ^ t y H l s t b r ^ ' ' b f Chicago Froin the F r o n t i e r to 1893. 
By Kenny J . Williams. N a s h v i l l e , Tennessee. Townsend P r e s s , 1980. 
487 J^16.95; 

Kenny J . VJllllams, the author of I n the C i t y of Man: Another 

Study of Chicago, has r e c e n t l y authored P r a i r i e Voices: A L i t e r a r y 

H istory of Chicago From the F r o n t i e r to 1893. While I n the C i t y of 

Man examines Chicago's f i r s t w r i t e r s . P r a i r i e Voices explores the 

evo l u t i o n of Chicago's l i t e r a t u r e . 

The major premise of t h i s work i s that there i s a close r e l a t i o n -

ship between l i t e r a t u r e and c u l t u r e . I n t h i s study Williams docu-

ments ways i n which the c i t y formed i t s l i t e r a r y a r t . She begins 

by examining the Middle Border i n the Seventeenth century,, i q c a l l z l n g 
. . .  .  • • • '  'J f:/ 1.  1.  :VV'  f 

Chicago's e a r l y l i t e r a t u r e i n the French c u l t u r e that f l o u r i s h e d 

during that time. Williams concludes that t h i s part of the region's 

experience, l i k e the F o r t Dearborn Massacre, the C i v i l War, the 

F i r e of 1871, and the World F a i r of 1893, events she a l s o explores, 

had to be r e j e c t e d I f the Chicago w r i t e r was to s u c c e s s f u l l y deal 

w i t h the surging growth of the i n d u s t r i a l c i t y and maintain the 

p o s i t i v e image which was so l a r g e a part of t h i s quick expansion. 

The f i r e of 1871 destroyed many of Chicago's e a r l y records, but 

more than the l a c k of concrete information, the nature of Chicago 

l e d Midwestern w r i t e r s to r e j e c t these too e a s i l y romanticized events 

f o r the firmer r e a l i t y of the s t e e l and meat Industry. 
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What P r a i r i e Voices does best i s to help put Chicago l i t e r a r y 

h i s t o r y I n focus both I n terms of the Chicago Renaissance and 

American l i t e r a r y h i s t o r y . I t helps e s t a b l i s h the f a c t that the 

Chicago Renaissance was not born f u l l - b l o w n from the head of a Louis 

S u l l i v a n c o n s t r u c t i o n . The Chicago Renaissance d o c t r i n e , " a r t must 

be b u i l t from a c i t y ' s own marrow," was rooted I n the ideas of e a r l y 

w r i t e r s such as J u l i e t t e Kenzie, E.P. Roe, Mary H a r t w e l l Catherwood, 

and Henry Blake F u l l e r . The e a r l y w r i t e r s may have paid more attention 

to the romantic elements of the chained l a k e s and extended p r a i r i e s , 

to the f a m i l y l i n e s and the romance of growth, but they were a l s o 

searching f o r a usable past and they too focused on the uncanny 

power of t h e i r unique c i t y . 

The evolution of the w r i t e r s of the c i t y and the reasons why 

nineteenth century Chicago w r i t i n g was l e s s s o p h i s t i c a t e d lAan w r i t i n g 

on the east coast as w e l l as why Chicago preceded the East as, the 

center f o r the urban novel are discussed a t length. The t h e o r i e s 

Robert S p i l l e r develops i n h i s Cycle of American L i t e r a t u y e and the 

unique nature of the c i t y i t s e l f are used by Williams i n her 

attempt to e x p l a i n Chicago's l i t e r a r y h i s t o r y . 

P r a i r i e Voices i s not only t h e o r e t i c a l l y r i c h , but i t i s a l s o 

an e x c e l l e n t source book f o r concrete data. The appendices on 

nineteenth century j o u r n a l i s m , f i c t i o n , and the p u b l isher s pf f i c t i o n 

a r e I n v a l u a b l e to those i n t e r e s t e d i n f u r t h e r research. Williams 

demonstrates how some of the e a r l i e r t h e o r i e s about Chicago's 

l i t e r a r y h i s t o r y are f a l s e . For I n s t a n c e , one may conclude that 
* •  

Chicago was a m a t e r i a l i s t i c c i t y , but one should keep i n mind that 

there were more j o u r n a l s devoted p r i m a r i l y to l i t e r a r y I n t e r e s t s 

i n the nineteenth century than could be expected i n t h i s , c i t y and 
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although they may not have l a s t e d long, i n d i v i d u a l s kept t r y i n g to 

make l i t f e r a r y i n t e r e s t s part or the c i t y ' s ambiance. Chicago's 

r e l a t i o n s h i p to l i t e r a t u r e i s complicated and Williams i s not 

% f r a i d of e x p l o r i n g those complications. - r 0 

Much of P r a i r i e Voices i s dedicated to examining pre-urban 

Chicago.'Williams argues that although the Chicago of the f u r t r a d e r s 

and Indians was- not that Chicago which captured the imagination of 

•the l a r g e s t group of Chicago v r r i t e r s , s c h o l a r s i n t e r e s t e d i n the 

h i s t o r y and l i t e r a t u r e of the region must recognize the c i t y when 

Chicago had other than an urban r e a l i t y . Williams a l s o notes that 

Chicago w r i t e r s were unable, even a f t e r i t became urban, to I n t e g r a t e 

some of the c i t y ' s most powerful events i n t o t h e i r l i t e r a t u r e ; yet 

through a general f l a v o r of c r i s i s the Arnours, S w i f t s , Capones, 

the F o r t Dearborn Massacre, the Haymarket r i o t s , the World's F a i r , 

and the f e m i n i s t tnovement, wended tlv a i r way i n t o the f r u s t r a t i o n 

and confusion of the urban novel's atmosphere. 

There are'other important l i t e r a r y h i s t o r i e s of Chicago and 

W i l l i a m s ' work b u i l d s on them. Bernard Duffey, i n h i s ground-

breaking study, The Chicago Renaissance i n American L e t t e r s , A 

C r i t i c a l H i s t o r y (1954), a l s o examines the F o r t Dearbbtn massacre, 

the town that q u i c k l y burgeoned to a c i t y , and the f i r e which a l l 

but destroyed i t , but the major t h r u s t of h i s work i s to understand 

the Chicago whose highest value was l i b e r t y and whose greatest 

t a l e n t was f e a t u r e w r i t i n g , the Chicago of M e l v i l l e E. Stone. But 

he I s l e s s i n t e r e s t e d than Williams i n how these values and t a l e n t s 

•connect to the e a r l y c u l t u r e and l i t e r a t u r e of the c i t y . Hugh D a l z l l 

Duncan's d i s s e r t a t i o n . The R i s e of Chicago as a L i t e r a r y Center from 

1885-1920 (1964) a l s o examines the Chicago w r i t e r s who struggled to 



control the Chicago image and attempted to find a usable Chicago . 

past. Williams goes further than him i n her attempt to understand 

the complexity of the struggle by examining the images and the usable 

past of an e a r l i e r Chicago. Dale Kramer i n Chicago Renaissance; .The 

Li t e r a r y L i f e I n the Middlewest, 1900-1930 (1966) centers his study 

on exploring the s p i r i t of independence which colored the Chicago 

Renaissance. Williams expands upon th i s study by showing how the 

germs of t h i s passion for individual expression can be located i n the 

writing and culture of early Chicagoans. 

P r a i r i e Voices i s an ambitious work which complements other 

studies of Chicago. I t i s both imformative and fascinating, and 

should be read by every person interested i n either Chicago or i n 

American l i t e r a r y history 
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