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The S o c i a l  M o r a l i t y o f 

The Massacre a t  Fa l 1 Creek 

by 

Kay K i n s e l l a Rou t  

John Gardner ,  i n h i s essay c o l l e c t i o n On Moral  F i c t i o n ,  i n s i s t e d r epea t ed l y 

t h a t  t he on l y v a l i d goal  f o r a r t  was t he t r ansm i s s i on o f t r u t h .  " I n a democra t i c 

s o c i e t y , " he s a i d ,  " a r t ' s incomparab l e a b i l i t y t o i n s t r u c t ,  t o make a l t e r n a t i v e s 

i n t e l l e c t u a l l y and emo t i ona l l y c l e a r ,  t o s p o t l i g h t  f a l seho od ,  i n s i n c e r i t y ,  [and] 

f o o l i shness , . . . ough t  t o be a f o r c e b r i ng i ng peop l e t oge t he r ,  b reak i ng down 

b a r r i e r s o f p r e j u d i c e and i gnorance ,  and ho l d i ng up i d e a l s wor th pursu i ng . "^ 

I n t h i s way,  he po i n t ed ou t ,  a r t  wou ld be a i d i n g the reader i n r e s o l v i n g the 

" c o n f l i c t . . . i n s i d e every one o f us , " t he c o n f l i c t  "between the i mpu l se toward 
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s o c i a l  o rder and the impu l se toward persona l  l i b e r t y . " In o rde r t o do t h i s ,  

t he a r t i s t  must  him or h e r s e l f possess s t andards accord i ng t o wh i ch models o f 

goodness can be s e t  up and examp les o f moral  behav i or o f f e r e d .  

Jessamyn West ' s s t andards man i f es t  t hemse l ves c l e a r l y i n her 1975 no v e l ,  

The Massacre a t  F a l l  Creek .  T h i s work ,  s e t  i n the Ind i ana o f 1824 ,  d rama t i zes 

an a c t u a l  s e r i e s o f even t s t h a t  cen t e red around t he se t t l emen t  o f Pend l e t on .  

F i v e wh i t e men,  unprovoked by any t h i ng bu t  t he presence o f some Senecas a t  a 

sugar camp nearby and by t h e i r own h i s t o r i e s o f I nd i an h a t i n g ,  k i l l e d unarmed 

men,  women and c h i l d r e n i n an a t t a c k d i s gu i s ed as a s o c i a l  v i s i t .  Fea r i ng 

r epe r cuss i ons from the I nd i ans f u r t h e r Nor t h ,  t he I nd i an agen t  p ressed f o r 

i nd i c t men t s and t r i a l s f o r t he accused wh i t e s .  Everyone knew the I nd i ans 

expec t ed e x e cu t i on s ,  no t  mere l y g u i l t  d e c i s i o n s and sho r t  p r i son t erms ,  i f 

t hey were to f e e l  j u s t i c e had been done.  
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The  p r i ma r y  emphas i s  in  t he  nove l  i s  t he  ca r r y i ng -ou t  of  t he  wor k  o f  the  

s t a t e  in  ob t a i n i ng  con f ess i ons ,  conduc t i ng  t he  t r i a l s ,  and  in  hang i ng  t he  gu i l t y .  

The  va r y i ng  mor a l  a t t i t udes  o f  t he  mu r de r e r s  a r e  c l ea r l y  p r esen t ed ,  howeve r ,  

and  s i mu l t aneous l y  we  l ea rn  o f  t he  va r i ous  moods  and  op i n i ons  o f  the  t ownspeop l e .  

The  cen t r a l  cha r ac t e r ,  seven t een  yea r  o l d  Hannah  C ape ,  se r ves  as  an  exce l l en t  

f ocus  f o r  t he  nove l ' s  mor a l  i ssues .  Much  o f  t he  ac t i on  i s  obse r ved  f rom  he r  po i n t  

o f  v i ew ,  p rov i d i ng  t he  r eade r  w i t h  an  i n t e r p r e t e r  o f  t he  even t s  su r round i ng  t he  

mu r de r ,  t r i a l  and  execu t i ons ,  bu t  beyond  t ha t ,  he r  you t h f u l ness  and  he r  awkwa rd  

i ndec i s i veness  abou t  he r  sexua l i t y  se r ve  as  ana l ogues  f or  a  new  coun t r y ' s  a t t emp t s  

to  r econc i l e  i t s  oppos i ng  va l ues  o f  Ch r i s t i an i t y  and  I nd i an  ha t i ng .  On  the  one  

hand ,  bo t h  f or  t he  v i rg i na l  Hannah  and  f or  t he  new  l and ,  t he r e  i s  mor a l  r ec t i t ude ;  

on  the  o t he r ,  t he r e  i s  se l f  i ndu l gence ,  i n  one  case  in  l ove  and  i n  t he  o t he r  in  

ha t e .  Each  v i o l a t es  one  o f  t he  commandmen t s ;  each  has  i t s  p l easu r es  and  

r a t i ona l i z a t i ons .  

The  mos t  i mpo r t an t  pe r sona l i t y  in  t he  nove l  may  be  young  Cha r l i e  Fo r t ,  t he  

l awye r  f or  t he  de f ense  f rom  down  s t a t e ,  whe r e  t h i ngs  a r e  a  g r ea t  dea l  mor e  

c i v i l i z ed  t han  t hey  a r e  i n  the  se t t l emen t s .  As  Hannah ' s  l ov e r ,  Cha r l i e  i s  ab l e  

to  keep  t he  r eade r  i n f o r med  abou t  t he  t f i a l  and  keep  us  in  t ouch  w i t h  t he  pen t r a l  

cha r ac t e r  as  she  i s  seen  by  adm i r i ng  o t he r s ,  bo t h  i n  h i s  t hough t s  and  in  h i s  

f r equen t  r epor t s  to  Enoch  Leve r e t t ' s  newspape r  back  home .  Fu r t he r ,  t hough ,  

Cha r l i e  i s  a  sympa t he t i c  cha r ac t e r  who  s t ands ,  none t he l ess ,  f or  t he  seduc t i on  

o f  i nnocence  and  f or  ge t t i ng  t he  k i l l e r s  o f f  w i t h  t he i r  l i v es .  In  sp i t e  o f  

t he  f ac t  t ha t  M i ss  Wes t  c l ea r l y  app roves  o f  t he  t r i a l s  and  r ecogn i zes  t he i r  

s i gn i f i cance  in  wh i t e - I nd i an  a f f a i r s ,  mak i ng  i t  c l ea r  t ha t  t he  I nd i ans  wou l d  

be  sa t i s f i ed  w i t h  no t h i ng  l ess  than  execu t i ons ,  she  none t he l ess  f avor s  Cha r l i e  
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and h i s a c t i v i t i e s i n cou r t .  S i m i l a r l y ,  though she does not  g e n e r a l l y l ean 

toward men who a t t emp t  t o debauch fema l es below the l e g a l  age of consen t ,  

and i s sympa t he t i c t o Hannah ' s d e s i r e no t  to produce an i l l e g i t i m a t e c h i l d ,  or 

"woods c o l t , " she approves of C h a r l i e ' s e f f o r t s on the grounds of h i s s i n c e r i t y 

and good i n t e n t i o n s .  

On both o f t hese i s s u e s ,  C h a r l i e i s d i a m e t r i c a l l y opposed t o Jud C l asby ,  

a bache l or t r appe r and I nd i an ha t e r who i s e a s i l y t he l e a s t  sympa t he t i c ch a r a c t e r 

i n t he book.  The o t he r k i l l e r s a re f a m i l y men w i t h p o s i t i v e q u a l i t i e s whose 

accep t ance of I nd i an k i l l i n g as a way o f l i f e mere l y r e f l e c t s t h e i r unques t i on i ng 

adherence t o p r e v a i l i n g s o c i a l  norms.  The excep t i on i s the emo t i ona l l y d i s t u r bed 

boy,  Johnny Wood,  who i s he l d b l ame l ess by t he au t hor and Hannah ,  i f not  by t he 

c ou r t .  C l asby ,  on t he o t he r hand ,  not  on l y k i l l s bu t  l a r g e l y i n i t i a t e d the 

massacre ,  s t e a l i n g from the I nd i ans a f t e r i t  was over .  H i s sexua l  advances t oward 

Hannah a r e s i mp l y a g g r ess i v e and o p p o r t u n i s t i c ,  as i s h i s approach t o l i f e i n 

g ene r a l .  For t hese reasons ,  wh i l e the defense i s favored over the p r osecu t i on 

and wh i l e the execu t i ons of the t h r ee f a m i l y men a r e p a i n f u l l y desc r i bed ,  i t  i s 

a l mos t  w i t h r e l i s h t ha t  we a r e t o l d ,  i mmed i a t e l y a f t e r the e x e cu t i ons ,  t h a t  the 

f u g i t i v e C l asby has been hun ted down by an I nd i an search p a r t y and i s even now 

a t  bay .  The manner o f h i s dea th w i l l  c e r t a i n l y be unp l easan t  and m i gh t  even end 

i n c ann i ba l i sm ,  i f he d i es b r a v e l y enough .  The Osage messengers are de l i gh t ed t o 

i n form the I r oquo i s o f t h e i r success and t o t e l l  them t ha t  the f e a s t  i s be ing he l d 

o f f u n t i l  t hey can a r r i v e t o en j oy i t  and the a t t endan t  t o r t u r e s .  

S i nce the hanged men a re never seen as t r u l y e v i l ,  C l asby can f unc t i on as a 

scapegoa t ,  dy i ng as a w i l l f u l l y e v i l  and unsympa t he t i c f i g u r e who,  u n l i k e the r e -

formed I nd i an f i g h t e r he roped i n t o t he massacre ,  Lu t her Bem i s ,  had t r i e d t o avo i d 

pay i ng f o r h i s c r i mes .  
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C h a r l i e F o r t  i s a l s o s e t  a g a i n s t  0.  A.  D i l k ,  a t t o r ne y f o r the p r osecu t i on ;  

D i l k i s no t  on l y h i s opponent  i n c ou r t  bu t  h i s r i v a l  f o r the a f f e c t i o n s o f 

Hannah .  Oscar D i l k i s a model  o f p r o p r i e t y and r e s e r v e t o such an e x t en t  t h a t  

he becomes a l mos t  as unsympa t he t i c a f i g u r e as C l asby .  He has a l l  o f C h a r l i e ' s 

s i n c e r i t y ,  bu t  no l a s c i v i o u s des i gns on Hannah ,  who has a l r eady been t o bed 

w i t h C h a r l i e ,  and on l y a s s o c i a t e s w i t h D i l k when she and C h a r l i e have a f i g h t .  

D i l k f u n c t i on s as the necessa ry t h i r d f i g u r e i n the t r i a n g l e ,  bu t  i s no t  p i t i e d 

by the reader f o r h i s r e j e c t i o n because he i s drawn from t he ranks o f t hose who 

r ep r esen t  the s t a t e ;  t he reader i s made to f e e l  t h a t  a l t hough murder took p l a c e ,  

and c o n v i c t i o n s and dea th were p o l i t i c a l l y necessa r y ,  on l y an undes i r ab l e person 

wou ld a c t u a l l y go so f a r as to p r osecu t e ,  t o se r ve as t he a c t u a l  i ns t rumen t  of 

revenge .  In both sexua l  and c r i m i n o l o g i c a l  t erms ,  t hen ,  D i l k r ep r esen t s the un-

popu l ar a l t e r n a t i v e o f uncomprom ising c o r r e c t n e s s .  

Twen t y- four y ea r o l d C h a r l i e Fo r t  o f Harvard i s ab l e t o w in the sympathy o f 

the reader and the l o ve o f Hannah i n s p i t e o f h i s s t and i ng ,  i n abso l u t e moral  terms 

a t  l e a s t ,  on the s i d e of a p o t e n t i a l l y s u i c i d a l  l e n i e n c y t oward k i l l e r s and o f the 

p o t e n t i a l l y un respec t ab l e f a t h e r i n g of a c h i l d upon an adm i t t ed l y w i l l i n g " j a i l  

b a i t . " The a t t r a c t i v e n e s s o f t hese two s t an c es ,  each the l e s s s t r i c t ,  t he l e s s 

demanding and aus t e r e a l t e r n a t i v e ,  i s what  p u l l s us toward the po l e of t o l e r an c e 

and unders t and i ng i n the no v e l ,  and C h a r l i e se r v es as i t s embodiment .  S t and i ng 

more or l e s s w i t h him i s the I nd i an B l ack A n t l e r ,  p a c i f i s t  apos t l e o f the Quaker-

l i k e prophe t  Handsome Lake and t eache r o f t he murdered Fo lded Lea f ,  t we l v e ,  and 

Hannah ' s b ro t her Ben ,  age f ou r t een .  

The oppos i t e po l e ,  of revenge and r e c t i t u d e ,  i s r ep r esen t ed by p r osecu t i ng 

a t t o r ne y D i l k and by most  o f t he o t he r I n d i a n s ,  whose t r a d i t i o n a l  methods o f 
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vengeance  make  hang i ng  seem  me r c i f u l  and  even  so f t  hea r t ed .  B l ack  An t l e r  i s  

r espec t ed  by  many  bu t  f o l l owed  by  f ew ,  as  i s  Ca l eb  C ape ,  Hannah ' s  f a t he r ,  t he  

se l f -o rda i ned  m i n i s t e r  o f  t he  se t t l emen t  a t  Fa l l  C r eek .  The  Cape  pa t r i a r ch  

occup i es  an  i n t e r es t i ng  pos i t i on  mo r e  o r  l ess  be t ween  t he  t wo  po l es  r ep r esen t ed  

by  For t  and  D i l k .  As  a  p r eache r  and  a  f e r ven t  l ove r  o f  mank i nd ,  he  i s  ea r l y  to  

condemn  t he  massac r e  and  t he  f i r s t  one  to  ca l l  i t  mu r de r .  I t  i s  he  who  goes  

w i t h  h i s  ch i l d r en  to  bur y  t he  I nd i an  dead  and  he  who  t akes  i t  upon  h i mse l f  to  

r i de  -200  m i l es  to  P i qua  to  t e l l  t he  I nd i an  agen t  wha t  has  happened ,  a  was t ed  t r i p  

because  he  f e l l  s i ck  and  a r r i ved  many  weeks  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  B l ack  An t l e r  had  a l r eady  

de l i ve r ed  t he  ne w s .  None t he l ess ,  he  f ee l s  gu i l t  f o r  hav i ng  had  a  hand  in  p r e -

c i p i t a t i ng  t he  t r i a l s :  

The  man  who  k i l l ed  a  man  ough t  to  be  hanged .  He  had  neve r  doub t ed  
t ha t .  Bu t  w i spy  o l d  John  Wood ,  henpecked  in  l i f e  and  hung  up  by  h i s  
ch i cken  neck  to  d i e?  The  Wood  boy ,  who  had  no  no t i on  o f  r i gh t  o r  w rong  
ou t s i de  a  book?  Benson ,  b i g  ox  o f  a  f e l l ow  who  needed  somebody  say i ng  
gee -haw  and  whoa  to  h i m  i f  he  was  t o  be  kep t  on  any  s t r a i gh t  pa t h?  Hang  
t hem?  P r ay i ng  chu r chgoe r s?  And  he  t he  on e ,  no  ma t t e r  who  go t  t he r e  f i r s t ,  

who  wen t  t o^P i qua  to  ca r r y  t he  news  to  Johns t on .  Wha t  was  he?  Some  k i nd  
o f  a  Judas?-^  

In  sp i t e  o f  t h i s  r e l uc t ance ,  when  he  f i nds  t ha t  Lu t he r  Bem i s  i s  a l so  gu i l t y  he  

encou r ages  h i m  to  con f ess  and  r i sk  a  ce r t a i n  hang i ng ,  l eav i ng  a  n i ne t een  yea r  o l d  

w i f e  n i ne  mon t hs  p r egnan t  to  bea r  he r  ch i l d  a l one ,  because  i t  i s  " r i gh t , "  because  

i t  i s  t he  t r u t h .  Lu t he r  h i mse l f  f ee l s  t ha t  such  i s  h i s  du t y  to  God ,  a l t hough  he ' d  

been  an  I nd i an  f i gh t e r  be f o r e  he  was  saved  by  Cape  and  neve r  r epor t ed  any  gu i l t  

a f t e r  t he  f ac t  f or  t hose  ac t i v i t i es .  The  au t hor ' s  pos i t i on  seems  to  co i nc i de  w i t h  

t ha t  o f  Cape  and  Bem i s  on  t h i s  po i n t ;  a  ca l m  consc i ence  can  on l y  be  ache i ved  by  

pay i ng  a  p r i ce  f or  one ' s  de eds .  On l y  an  ev i l  man  l i ke  Jud  C l asby  wou l d  d i sapp rove  

on  p r i nc i p l e  as  we l l  as  in  p r ac t i c e ,  even  t hough  a  n i ce  guy  l i ke  Cha r l i e  can  d i s -

approve  in  ac t ua l  p r ac t i ce  and  on l y  a  s t i f f - necked  au t ho r i t a r i an  pe r sona l i t y  l i ke  

D i l k  wou l d  approve  o f  bo th  p r i nc i p l e  and  p r ac t i ce  so  r e l en t l ess l y  and  g r i m l y .  
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What  saves Cape as a sympa t he t i c f i g u r e i s h i s f e e l i n g o f amb i va l ence and even 

g u i l t ,  whereas D i l k ' s i n s e n s i t i v i t y ,  r a t h e r than h i s a c t u a l  moral  a t t i t u d e s or 

r o l e i n the cour t room ,  i s what  makes him d i s t a s t e f u l .  

So ,  The execu t i ons a re r e g r e t t a b l e and p a i n f u l ,  as w e l l  as immoral  accord i ng 

to the au t hor ' s own Quaker background and the t each i ngs o f Handsome Lake and B l ack 

A n t l e r .  Fu r t he r ,  as M i ss West  remarked i n her Bookbeat  i n t e r v i e w w i t h Rober t  

Crom ie ,  t hey were i n e f f e c t i v e as a d e t e r r e n t  t o wh i t es from then u n t i l  the end 

o f t he I nd i an wars a t  Wounded Knee i n 1890 .  The " p i t i f u l  t h i n g , " as she no t ed ,  
4 

abou t  c a p i t a l  pun ishmen t  i s t h a t  i t  never s o l v es any t h i ng .  In s p i t e o f t h a t ,  

however ,  a j u s t  man must  subm i t  t o e x e c u t i o n ,  and h i s p reacher must  counse l  him 

to pay t he p r i c e i n o rder t o assuage or e r ase h i s g u i l t .  I n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r case ,  

t here i s a l s o the p r a c t i c a l  r e a l i t y o f t he f a c t  t h a t  the I nd i ans expec t  a b l ood 

s a c r i f i c e and r e f u s a l  wou ld be no t  on l y s e l f i s h bu t  p o s s i b l y f u t i l e ,  i f a r a i d 

occu r red and one and a l l  one ' s f a m i l y were k i l l e d .  The c on s i d e r a t i on a f f e c t s 

t he moral  d e c i s i o n h e a v i l y excep t ,  i t  seems ,  i n the case o f Bem i s ,  who cou l d 

have a l l owed t he o t hers t o d i e w i t hou t  him .  I t  i s hard not  t o see h i s dea th 

as a was t e ,  i n s p i t e o f t he emphasis on du t y on the no ve l .  H i s s a c r i f i c e 

makes sense ,  however ,  as a s t a t emen t  o f h i s i n t e g r i t y and as an examp le o f 

h i s concern f o r j u s t i c e .  

E q u a l l y unappea l i ng ,  though o f l e s s e r magn i tude m o r a l l y ,  i s the op t i on 

of sexua l  abs t i nence f o r Hannah and C h a r l i e as opposed t o g u i l t - f r e e i ndu l gence .  

A f t e r Hannah ' s h a l f - h e a r t e d d e c i s i o n t o avo i d i n t e r c o u r s e f o r both moral  and 

p r a c t i c a l  r easons ,  t hey end up mak ing l o ve under a sycamore t r e e .  Her r a t i o n -

a l i z a t i o n i s t h a t ,  i n s p i t e o f the p r o h i b i t i o n s o f her paren t s and o f s o c i e t y ,  

and o f t he B i b l e , ,  e v e r y t h i n g i s j u s t i f i e d by the f a c t  t h a t  t hey w i l l  be ma r r i ed .  
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H annah  and  C h a r l i e ' s  d e c i s i o n  m a n a g e s  to  p r e s e r v e  bo t h  v a l u e s ,  i f  no t  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  

t hen  i n  an  a c c e p t a b l e  o r d e r :  pe r sona l  i n d u l g e n c e  f i r s t ,  r e s p e c t a b l e  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  

t he  soc i a l  o r d e r  i n  t he  l ong  r u n .  I t  i s  a  p l e a s a n t e r  v a r i a t i o n  o f  w h a t  ha ppe ns  i n  

c o u r t .  

M i ss  W e s t  m a k e s  c l e a r  t he  i n t e r r e l a t e d n e s s  a mong  va r i ous  i n f l u e n c e s ,  soc i a l  

and  m o r a l ,  t h a t  c r e a t e d  t he  s i t u a t i o n  in  w h i c h  t he  m u r d e r s  t ook  p l a c e  o v e r  150  

y e a r s  b e f o r e  t he  book  was  p u b l i s h e d ,  and  p r o v i d e s  t he  c o n t e m p o r a r y  r e a de r  w i t h  

an  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t he  I nd i an  p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  t he  m a t t e r  o f  l os t  l a n d .  The  w o r d s  

a r e  n o t  spoke n  by  an  I n d i a n ,  bu t  by  t he  e l d e s t  o f  t he  h a n g e d  m e n ,  John  W o o d ,  w h o  

f i n a l l y  a c k n o w l e d g e s  h i s  g u i l t  b e f o r e  he  d i e s .  C o m i n g  f r om  a  s o c i e t y  in  w h i c h  

" p r e a c he r s  spok e  o f  t he  W e s t  as  t he  P r o m i se d  La nd , "  W o o d  n o n e t h e l e s s  sees  t he  

e r r o r  o f  t he  m e n t a l i t y  o f  M a n i f e s t  D e s t i n y  and  t he  deeds  i t  g e n e r a t e d :  

I  been  he a d i ng  f o r  t h a t  n o o s e  f o r  some  t i m e .  I  can  see  i t  n o w .  I  
s t a r t e d  t ha t  d i r e c t i o n  whe n  I  b o u g h t  t ha t  l and  i n  Yo r k  s t a t e  t he  d e v e l o p e r s  
had  c he a t e d  t he  I nd i ans  o u t  o f .  Land  t h a t  w a s n ' t  good  to  a n y b o d y  bu t  an  
I n d i a n .  U s e l e s s  e x c e p t  f o r  t r a p p i n g  and  h u n t i n g ,  and  we  was  f a r m e r s .  W h y  
d i d  we  buy  i t?  B e c a u se  w e  c o u l d  ge t  i t  f o r  n e x t  to  n o t h i n g .  We  d i d n ' t  
g i v e  a  pa ss i ng  t h o u g h t  to  t he  I nd i ans  v;e  d r o v e  o u t .  Some  o f  t he m  l i ke  as  
n o t  d i ed  j u s t  as  su r e  as  t he  one s  a t  t he  s u g e r  c a m p .  I  was  a sk i ng  f o r  t he  
noose  t h e n ,  bu t  I  d i d n ' t  see  t he  w a r n i n g .  O r  d i d n ' t  heed  i t .  

N e x t  I  h e a d e d  w e s t .  I ' d  l o s t  a b o u t  a l l  I  had  whe n  I  b o u g h t  i n t o  t ha t  
v e n t u r e ,  a n y w a y .  Why  w e s t ?  M o r e  e a s y  m o n e y .  F r ee  l a n d ,  n o t h i n g  to  do  bu t  
c l e a r  i t  and  k i l l  I n d i a n s . . . M a r r y i n g  Reba  w a s  a n o t h e r  s t ep  t o wa r d  t he  n o o s e .  
T h o u g h  I  su r e  d i d n ' t  see  i t  a t  t he  t i m e .  She  w a s  j u s t  m o r e  f r ee  l a n d ,  I  
r e c k o n ,  and  a t  s e v e n t y - t w o  I  w a s n ' t  t he  man  to  ha nd l e  a c r e a g e  l i ke  t h a t . . .  

I ' ve  t r od  a  m i s e r y  pa t h  r i g h t s t r a i g h t  t o w a r d  t he  g a l l o w s  f r om  t he  m i n u t e  
I  b o u g h t  t ha t j - t a i n t ed  l and  i n  Yo r k  s t a t e .  I t ' s  no  q u i c k  e n d i n g ,  t he  w a y  
p e o p l e  t h i n k .  

The  o l d  ma n  does  n o t  e x c u s e  h i m s e l f  o r  t he  o t h e r s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  e n v i r o n -

men t a l  c o n d i t i o n i n g ,  no r  does  t he  a u t h o r .  The  o n e  pe r son  who  does  g e t  o f f  i n  he r  

and  H a n n a h ' s  e y e s  i s  y o u n g  J o h n n y  W o o d ,  t he  q u i e t  and  s o m e w h s t  s i s s i f i e d  son  o f  

John  W o o d ,  c o n v i c t e d  a l ong  w i t h  h i m .  H a n n a h ,  w h o  has  had  a  o n e - s i d e d  r o m a n c e  w i t h  

J o h n n y  b e f o r e  C h a r l i e  Fo r t  a r r i v e d ,  u n d e r s t a n d s  f i n a l l y  t h a t  i t  was  h i s  s t e p m o t h e r ,  

R e b a ,  who  u n b a l a n c e d  t he  boy  by  s e d u c i n g  h i m ,  and  t h a t  he  w a s  n o t  m e r e l y  q u i e t  bu t  
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psy cho t i c as w e l l .  H i s f e r v e n t  r e l i g i o s i t y i s h i s s h i e l d a g a i n s t  h i s v u l n e r -

a b i l i t y to women,  as was h i s i n d i f f e r e n c e t o a l l  r e a l i t y ou t s i de the cover o f 

a book.  

Johnny ' s adm i ss i on o f g u i l t  i s c h i l l i n g ;  he den i es hav i ng k i l l e d an I nd i an 

woman because he cons i dered the one he sho t ,  a h a l f - b r e e d ,  t o be wh i t e .  She p l eaded 

f o r mercy from him on the grounds t h a t  she was not  a hea t hen ,  she l oved " t he Lord 

Jesus C h r i s t , " and t h a t  she was a wh i t e woman,  t e a r i n g open her d r ess t o r e v ea l  

her wh i t e s k i n .  U n w i t t i n g l y ,  she aroused Johnny ' s sexua l  h y s t e r i a by t h i s a c t ,  

and he sho t  her to dea t h ,  once i n each b r e as t .  " I f  you l ove t he Lord Jesus C h r i s t , " 

he i nformed the c ou r t ,  "you shou l dn ' t  do t h a t . " The j u r y r e t u r ned the necessary 

v e r d i c t  o f murder ,  "and i t  had t o be remembered t h a t  t h i s was a young man vjho 
•» 

m i gh t  murder aga i n ,  the ve ry f i r s t  t ime he saw a wh i t e woman do some th ing he be-

l i e v e d wrong.  

None t he l ess ,  the governor i n t ends t o r e p r i e v e Johnny ,  a l t hough t he r e was a t  t he 

t ime no such t h i ng as a p s y c h i a t r i c h o s p i t a l  t o cu t  down on t he odds t h a t  he wou ld 

t u r n ou t  t o be a menace t o fem i n i ne s o c i e t y ,  and Hannah goes t o as t ound i ng l eng t hs 

t o save him .  A f t e r the o t he r execu t i ons are over ,  and George Benson ,  Lu t e Ben i s 

and Johnny ' s f a t h e r a re l i n e d up i n t h e i r c o f f i n s ,  an hour - l ong w a i t  ensues .  The 

governor ' s r e p r i e v e i s expec t ed a t  any moment ,  and i t  comes,  bu t  not  before the 

hangman has f i n a l l y g i ven up and begun t o p l ace t he hood over Johnny ' s head ,  pro-

vok i ng Hannah t o f i l l  a pot  w i t h hot  c o a l s and ho l d her own hand over the f l ames 

i n e x p i a t i o n o f Johnny ' s g u i l t .  "Spare the boy,  spare the boy," she begs the 

I nd i ans assemb l ed on the r i s e ,  and t he I nd i ans accep t  the o f f e r i n g .  M i ss West  

seems to regard t h i s a c t i o n as s i mp l y an a c t  o f mercy;  f u r t h e r ,  i t  p r e c i p i t a t e s 

D i l k ' s d i sgus t ed depa r t u r e ,  b r i ngs the es t r anged C h a r l i e t o her a i d ,  and cemen ts 

t h e i r un i on .  
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Johnny  i s  no  mor e  app r ec i a t i ve  o f  he r  ges t u r e  t han  o f  t he  gove rno r ' s  b r eak -

neck  a r r i va l  w i t h  the  pa rdon  in  h i s  hand .  He  seems  to  cons i de r  h i mse l f  b l ame l ess ,  

ask i ng  " Wha t  i s  my  s i n? "  and  " How  can  I  s i n  no  mor e  i f  nobody ' 11  t e l l  me  wha t  my  

s i n  i s? "  When  She r i f f  B r ady  r ema r ks  to  the  puz z l ed  gove r no r  t ha t  t he  boy  i s  no t  

in  h i s  r i gh t  m i nd ,  Johnny  r esponds ,  " I  know  t he  d i f f e r ence  be t ween  r i gh t  and  w r ong .  

I  r es i s t ed ,  d i dn ' t  I ,  she r i f f? " ' ^  

The  l as t  we  see  o f  Johnny  he  i s  on  h i s  way  home  in  t he  wagon  to  Pend l e t on ,  

c l ea r l y  t he  bene f i c i a r y  o f  a  t hen  non - ex i s t en t  " i nsan i t y  de f ense . "  H i s  f u t u r e  i s  

unc l e a r ,  s i nce  a  t e r m  o f  i mp r i sonmen t  was  no t  p rov i ded  by  t he  cou r t .  P r ac t i ca l i t y  

seemed  to  be  the  ma i n  r eason  f or  t he  o t he r  e x e cu t i ons ,  bu t  he r e ,  w i t h  the  I nd i ans  

sa t i s f i ed  and  t he  f u t u r e  v i c t i m  o r  v i c t i ms  vague  and  unce r t a i n  as  to  pe r son ,  t i m e ,  

and  p l a c e ,  no  one  seems  to  f ee l  t h r ea t ened  by  Johnny  Wood  as  a  f r ee  m an .  

Pe rhaps  the  i mpo r t an t  mor a l  po i n t  i s  t ha t  he  d i d  no t  dese r ve  to  hang  because  

he  was  un f r e e ,  a  v i c t i m  h i mse l f  o f  h i s  s t epmo t he r ' s  l us t ,  whe r eas  t he  f am i l y  m e n ,  

Benson ,  Bem i s  and  Wood ,  d i ed  mor e  j us t l y  because  t hey  ac t ed  mo r e  f r ee l y ,  a l t hough  

t he i r  dea t hs  we r e  po i n t l ess .  M i ss  Wes t  d i sapp r oves  o f  cap i t a l  pun i shmen t  even  as  

she  unde r s t ands  t ha t  on  some  oc c a s i ons ,  as  t h i s  one ,  i t  i s  unavo i dab l e .  The  f a t e  

o f  Johnny  Wood ,  on  t he  o t he r  hand ,  r evea l s  t he  f l aw  i n  a  code  o f  j us t i ce  based  

p r i ma r i l y  on  compass i on ;  in  o r de r  f or  Johnny  to  be  spa r ed ,  t he  se l f - p ro t ec t i ve  

i n t e r es t s  o f  soc i e t y  mus t  be  i gno r ed .  In  h i s  case  a l one ,  t hen ,  pe r sona l  l i be r t y  

w i ns  ove r  t he  demands  o f  soc i a l  o r de r ,  bu t  t he  end  r esu l t  i s  no  mor e  sa t i s f y i ng  

to  con t emp l a t e  t han  a r e  t he  t h r ee  dead  bod i e s .  In  ou r  own  da y ,  o f  cou r s e ,  Johnny  

Wood  cou l d  be  sen t  to  a  men t a l  hosp i t a l ,  t r ea t ed  and  r e l eased ,  bu t  he  s t i l l  m i gh t  

k i l l  aga i n ;  t he  po t en t i a l  t h r ea t  to  f em i n i ne  sa f e t y  wou l d  no t  necessa r i l y  be  

e l i m i na t ed  by  Johnny ' s  be i ng  b r ough t  mor e  c l ose l y  i n t o  con t ac t  w i t h  r ea l i t y .  
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H i s s  W e s t  has  m ade  t he  a l t e r na t i v e s  " i n t e l l e c t ua l l y  and  e mo t i ona l l y  c l e a r , "  

as  G a r dne r  has  d e m a nd e d .  In  an  e x t r e m e  s i t ua t i on  such  as  mu r d e r  bo t h  cho i c e s  

a r e  unp a l a t a b l e ,  and  t he  nove l  mu s t  end  l e a v i ng  t he  r e ade r  d i s s a t i s f i ed  w i t h  

bo t h  l i f e  and  de a t h  f o r  t he  k i l l e r s ;  i n  t h i s  f a c t  she  m a k e s  an  i mpo r t an t  po i n t  

abou t  ou r  i nab i l i t y  t o  m a k e  comp l e t e l y  equ i t ab l e  and  s a t i s f y i ng  cho i c e s  i n  e v e r y  

s i t u a t i on .  S i m u l t a n e ou s l y ,  she  has  de mons t r a t ed  t he  f u t i l i t y  o f  t he  de a t hs  on  

bo t h  s i de s  and  t he  mo r a l  a mb i gu i t y  t ha t  o f t en  cha r a c t e r i z e s  ou r  r e spons e  t ow a r d  

bo t h  c r i m e  and  pun i s h m e n t .  

M i c h i g a n  S t a t e  Un i v e r s i t y  
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The Los t  Dauph in and t he Myth and L i t e r a t u r e 

o f t he M idwes tern f r o n t i e r 

by 

Dav id D.  Anderson 

On January 2 1 ,  1793 ,  as r e v o l u t i o n became t e r r o r ,  Lou i s XV I ,  K ing o f F r ance ,  

was g u i l l o t i n e d ,  and h i s e i g h t - y e a r - o l d son ,  Lou i s Cha r l es Cape t ,  born i n 1785 and 

the Dauph in s i n c e t he dea th o f h i s o l de r b r o t he r f ou r y e a r s e a r l i e r ,  became t i t u l a r 

K ing o f France .  Bu t  the Dauphin was never crowned .  H i s mother ,  Mar i e An t o i n e t t e ,  

was execu t ed on Oc tober 16 ,  1793 ,  w h i l e t he young p r i nc e remained i mpr i soned i n the 

Temple i n P a r i s .  C r u e l l y t r e a t e d by h i s j a i l o r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y one An t o i ne Simon ,  he 

was repor t ed dead on June 8,  1795 ,  and bu r i ed i n a name less grave .  Bu t  t he r e were 

t hose who i n s i s t e d t h a t  the Dauph in had been s p i r i t e d away by R o y a l i s t  p h y s i c i a n s 

and a peasan t  boy bu r i ed i n h i s p l ace .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y or no t ,  a f t e r Lou i s X V I I I 

acceded t o t he t hrone i n 1814 ,  he ordered the Bourbon dead memor i a l i zed i n a Mass ,  

bu t  the Dauph in ' s name was om i t t ed from the l i s t ,  and c l a i man t s began t o appear ,  

each i n s i s t i n g t ha t  he was the r i g h t f u l  K ing of France .  

N i ne t y y e a r s l a t e r ,  consequen t l y ,  i t  was perhaps no t  s u r p r i s i n g t h a t  t he 

Dauph in ,  adm i t t ed l y and a g r e s s i v e l y l o s t ,  emerged as one o f t he most  memorable 

c h a r a c t e r s i n the f i n e s t  Amer ican nove l  and the f i r s t  M idwes tern nove l  o f t he 

n i ne t een t h cen t u r y .  Th i s was Mark Twa in ' s Huck l eber ry F i n n ,  pub l i shed i n 1884.  

I n i t ,  the scene i s t he M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r ,  sou t h o f the j u n c t i o n w i t h the Oh io ,  

some f o r t y t o f i f t y y e a r s before the nove l ' s p u b l i c a t i o n .  Hav ing u n f o r t u n a t e l y 

m i ssed Ca i r o i n the f o g ,  s u r v i v e d a c o l l i s i o n w i t h a s t eamboa t ,  and w i t nessed 
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t he  t r ag i c  i r r a t i ona l i t y  o f  t he  G r a ng e r f o r d  f e u d ,  Huc k  and  J i m  ag r e e  t ha t  " t he r e  

w a r n ' t  no  home  l i k e  a  r a f t ,  a f t e r  a l l .  O t he r  p l a c e s  do  s e em  so  c r a mped  up  and  

s m o t h e r y ,  bu t  a  r a f t  d o n ' t .  You  f ee l  m i gh t y  f r e e  and  e a s y  and  c om f o r t a b l e  on  a  

r a f t . "  

Bu t  t h i s  i dy l l i c  e x i s t a n c e ,  f l oa t i ng  Sou t h  by  n i gh t  w i t h  ne i t he r  p l an  no r  

g o a l ,  t i e i ng  u p ,  h i d i ng  and  s l e ep i ng  by  d a y ,  i s  i n t e r r up t ed  by  t he  i n t r us i on  o f  

t wo  o f  M a r k  Tw a i n ' s  mos t  m e mo r a b l e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  bo t h  o f  t he m  r e s cued  by  Huc k  f r om  

a  pu r su i ng  mob  o f  m e n ,  b o y s ,  and  d o g s .  Se cu r e  on  t he  r a f t  i n  t he  b u s h e s ,  t he  t wo  

m e n ,  a f t e r  c a t ch i ng  t he i r  b r e a t h ,  e x c h a ng e  p r o f e s s i ona l  b i og r a ph i e s ,  as  r e coun t ed  

by  Huc k :  

One  o f  t he s e  f e l l ow s  w a s  a bou t  s e v e n t y ,  o r  up w a r d s ,  and  had  a  ba l d  head  
and  v e r y  g r a y  w h i s k e r s .  He  had  an  o l d  ba t t e r ed - up  s l ouch  ha t  o n ,  and  a  g r e a s y  
b l ue  woo l en  s h i r t ,  and  r agged  o l d  b l ue  j e ans  b r i t che s  s t u f f ed  i n t o  h i s  boo t  
t o p s ,  and  hom e - kn i t  g a n u s e s - - n o ,  he  on l y  had  o n e .  He  had  an  o l d  l ong - t a i l ed  
b l ue  j e ans  coa t  w i t h  s l i c k  b r a s s  bu t t on s ,  f l ung  ov e r  h i s  a r m ,  and  bo t h  o f  t he m  
had  b i g  f a t  r a t t y - l ook i ng  c a r p e t - b a g s .  

The  o t h e r  f e l l ow  w a s  abou t  t h i r t y  and  d r e s s ed  abou t  as  o r n e r y .  A f t e r  
b r e a k f a s t  w e  a l l  l a i d  o f f  and  t a l k e d ,  and  t he  f i r s t  t h i ng  t ha t  come  ou t  w a s  

' t ha t  t he s e  chaps  d i dn ' t  know  one  a no t h e r .  
" Wha t  go t  you  i n t o  t r oub l e? "  says  t he  ba l dhe ad  t o  t ' o t he r  c h a p .  
" W e l l ,  I ' d  be en  s e l l i ng  an  a r t i c l e  t o  t a k e  t he  t a r t a r  o f f  t he  t e e t h - - and  

i t  doe s  t a k e  i t  o f f ,  t o o ,  and  g e n e r a l l y  t he  emame l  a l ong  w i t h  i t - - bu t  I  s t a i d  
abou t  one  n i gh t  l onge r  t han  I  ough t  t o ,  and  w a s  j u s t  i n  t he  a c t  o f  s l i d i ng  ou t  
when  I  r an  a c r os s  you  on  t he  t r a i l  t h i s  s i de  o f  t o w n ,  and  you  t o l d  m e  t he y viere 
c o m i ng ,  and  begged  me  t o  he l p  you  t o  ge t  o f f .  So  I  t o l d  you  I  v ;a5  e xpe c t i ng  
t r oub l e  m y s e l f  and  wou l d  s c a t t e r  ou t  w i t h  y o u .  Tha t ' s  t he  who l e  y a r n - - wh a t ' s  
y ou r n? "  

" W e l l ,  I ' d  ben  a - r unn i n '  a  l i t t l e  t e mpe r anc e  r ev i v a l  t h a r ,  ' bou t  a  w e e k ,  
and  w a s  t he  pe t  o f  t he  w o m e n - f o l k s ,  b i g  and  l i t t l e ,  f o r  I  w a s  m a k i ng '  i t  m i gh t y  
w a r m  f o r  t he  r u m m i e s ,  I  t e l l  y o u ,  and  t a k i n '  as  much  as  f i v e  o r  s i x  do l l a r s  
a  n i gh t - - t en  c en t s  a  h e a d ,  ch i l d r en  and  n i gge r s  f r e e - - and  bus i ne s s  a  g r ow i n '  
a l l  t he  t i m e ;  when  som ehow  o r  ano t he r  a  l i t t l e  r epo r t  go t  a r ound ,  l a s t  n i g h t ,  
t ha t  I  had  a  w a y  o f  pu t t i n '  i n  m y  t i me  w i t h  a  p r i v a t e  j u g ,  on  t he  s l y .  A  n i gge r  
r ous t ed  m e  ou t  t h i s  m o r n i n ' ,  and  t o l d  m e  t he  peop l e  w a s  g a t h e r i n '  on  t he  q u i e t ,  

w i t h  t he i r  dogs  and  h o r s e s ,  and  t he y ' d  be  a l ong  p r e t t y  soon  and  g i v e  m e  ' bou t  
ha l f  an  hou r ' s  s t a r t ,  and  t hen  r un  m e  d o w n ,  i f  t hey  c ou l d ;  and  i f  t he y  go t  m e  
t he y ' d  t a r  and  f e a t he r  m e  and  a  r i de  m e  on  a  r a i l ,  s u r e .  I  d i dn ' t  w a i t  f o r  no  
b r e a k f a s t - - !  w a r n ' t  hung r y . "  

" O l d  m a n , "  s ays  t he  y oung  o n e ,  " I  r e c kon  w e  m i gh t  doub l e - t e a m  i t  t og e t h e r ;  
wh a t  do  you  t h i nk? "  



14 .  

" I  a i n ' t  und i s po s e d .  Wha t ' s  you  1 i ne - - m a i n l y? "  
" Jou r  p r i n t e r ,  by  t r a d e ;  do  a  l i t t l e  i n  pa t en t  m e d i c i n e s ;  t he a t r e - a c t o r  

- - t r a g e d y ,  you  know ;  t a ke  a  t u r n  a t  m e s m e r i s m  and  ph r eno l ogy  when  t he r e ' s  
a  c h a n c e ;  t e ach  s i ng i ng - geog r aphy  schoo l  f o r  a  c h a ng e ;  s l i ng  a  l e c t u r e ,  
s o m e t i m e s - - oh ,  I  do  l o t s  o f  t h i ng s - - mo s t  any t h i ng  t ha t  com e s  h a nd y ,  so  i t  
a i n ' t  w o r k .  Wha t ' s  y ou r  l a y? "  

" I ' v e  done  cons i de r ab l e  i n  t he  doc t o r i ng  w a y  i n  m y  t i m e .  L a y i n '  on  
o '  hands  i s  m y  be s t  ho l t - - f o r  c a n c e r ,  and  p a r a l y s i s ,  and  s i ch  t h i ng s ;  and  
I  k ' n  t e l l  a  f o r t une  p r e t t y  g o o d ,  when  I ' ve  go t  som ebody  a l ong  t o  f i nd  ou t  
t he  f a c t s  f o r  m e .  P r e a ch i n ' s  m y  l i n e ,  t oo ;  and  w o r k i n '  c a mp - m e e t i ng ' s ;  and  

m i s s i on a r y i n '  a r ound , "  
Nobody  ne v e r  sa i d  any t h i ng  f o r  a  w h i l e ;  t hen  t he  young  m an  hov e  a  s i gh  

and  s a y s - -
" A l a s l "  
" Wha t ' r e  you  a l a s s i n '  abou t ? "  says  t he  b a l dh e a d .  
" To  t h i nk  I  shou l d  ha v e  l i v ed  t o  be  l e ad i ng  such  a  l i f e ,  and  be  deg r aded  

down  i n t o  such  company . "  And  he  begun  t o  w i pe  t he  co r ne r  o f  h i s  e y e  w i t h  a  
r a g .  

" De r n  y ou r  s k i n ,  a i n ' t  t he  company  good  enough  f o r  y ou? "  s a y s  t he  ba l d -
h e a d ,  p r e t t y  pe r t  and  upp i s h .  

" Y e s ,  i t  is_  good  enough  f o r  m e ;  i t ' s  as  good  as  I  d e s e r v e ;  f o r  who  
f e t ched  m e  so  l o w ,  when  I  w a s  so  h i gh?  I  d i d  m y s e l f .  I  don ' t  b l a m e  y o u ,  
gen t l e m en - - f a r  f r om  i t ;  I  don ' t  b l a m e  a n y bod y .  I  de s e r v e  i t  a l l .  Le t  t he  
co l d  wo r l d  do  i t s  w o r s t ;  one  t h i ng  I  know - - t he r e ' s  a  good  g r a v e  som e whe r e  
f o r  m e .  The  wo r l d  m a y  go  on  j us t  as  i t s  a l w a y s  d o n e ,  and  t a k e  e v e r y t h i ng  
f r om  m e - - l ov ed  o n e s ,  p r op e r t y ,  e v e r y t h i ng - - bu t  i t  c an ' t  t a k e  t h a t .  Some  
da y  I ' l l  l i e  down  i n  i t  and  f o r ge t  i t  a l l ,  and  m y  poo r  b r ok en  he a r t  w i l l  
be  a t  r e s t . "  He  w e n t  on  a - w i p i ng .  

" D r o t  y ou r  po r e  b r ok en  he a r t , "  s a y s  t he  b a l dh e a d ;  " wha t  a r e  you  he a v i ng  
y ou r  po r e  b r oken  he a r t  a t  us_  f ' r ?  We  ha i n ' t  done  no t h i ng . "  

" N o ,  I  know  you  haven " ' t .  I  a i n ' t  b l a m i ng  y o u ,  g e n t l e m e n .  I  b r ough t  m y -
s e l f  do w n - - y e s ,  I  d i d  i t  m y s e l f .  I t ' s  r i gh t  I  shou l d  su f f e r - - pe r f e c t l y  r i gh t - - I  
don ' t  m a k e  any  moan . "  

" B r ough t  you  down  f r om  wha t ?  Wh a t  w a s  you  b r ough t  down  f r om? "  
" A h ,  you  wou l d  no t  be l i e v e  m e ;  t he  v /or l d  ne v e r  be l i e v e s - - l e t  i t  pa s s - - ' t i s  

no  m a t t e r .  The  s e c r e t  o f  my  b i r t h - - "  
" The  s e c r e t  o f  y ou r  b i r t h?  Do  you  me an  t o  s a y - - "  
" G en t l e m en , "  s a y s  t he  young  m a n ,  v e r y  s o l e m n ,  " I  w i l l  r evea l  i t  t o  y o u ,  

f o r  I  f ee l  I  m a y  ha v e  con f i denc e  i n  y o u .  By  r i gh t s  I  am  a  duk e l "  
J i m ' s  e y e s  bugged  ou t  when  he  he a r t  t h a t ;  and  I  r e c kon  m i ne  d i d ,  t oo .  

Then  t he  ba l dhe ad  s a y s :  " No l  you  c an ' t  m e an  i t ? "  
" Y e s .  M y  g r e a t - g r a nd f a t h e r ,  e l d e s t  son  o f  t he  Duk e  o f  B r i dg e w a t e r ,  f l ed  

t o  t h i s  coun t r y  abou t  t he  end  o f  t he  l a s t  c e n t u r y ,  t o  b r e a t he  t he  pu r e  a i r  
o f  f r e edom ;  m a r r i ed  h e r e ,  and  d i e d ,  l e a v i ng  a  s o n ,  h i s  own  f a t he r  dy i ng  abou t  
t he  s ame  t i m e .  The  s e cond  son  o f  t he  l a t e  duk e  s e i z ed  t he  t i t l e  and  e s t a t e s - -
t he  i n f an t  r ea l  duke  w a s  i gno r e d .  I  am  t he  l i nea l  de s c endan t  o f  t ha t  i n f a n t - - !  
am  t he  r i gh t f u l  Duke  o f  B r i dg e w a t e r ;  and  he r e  am  I ,  f o r l o r n ,  t o r n  f r om  m y  
h i gh  e s t a t e ,  hun t ed  o f  m e n ,  de sp i s ed  by  t he  co l d  w o r l d ,  r a gg e d ,  w o r n ,  h e a r t -
b r o k e n ,  and  deg r aded  t o  t he  compan i onsh i p  o f  f e l ons  on  a  r a f t l "  
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J i m  p i t i ed  h i m  e v e r  so  m u c h ,  and  so  d i d  I .  W e  t r i ed  t o  com f o r t  h i m ,  bu t  
he  sa i d  i t  w a r n ' t  much  u s e ,  he  c ou l dn ' t  be  much  c o m f o r t e d ;  s a i d  i f  w e  w a s  a  
m i nd  t o  a c know l edge  h i m ,  t ha t  wou l d  do  h i m  mo r e  good  t han  mo s t  any t h i ng  e l s e ;  
so  w e  s a i d  we  w o u l d ,  i f  he  wou l d  t e l l  us  how .  He  s a i d  w e  ough t  t o  bo w ,  when  
w e  spok e  t o  h i m ,  and  say  " You r  G r a c e , "  o r  " My  Lo r d , "  o r  " You r  Lo r dsh i p " - - and  
he  wou l dn ' t  m i nd  i t  i f  v;e  c a l l ed  h i m  p l a i n  " B r i dge w a t e r , "  wh i ch  he  sa i d  wa s  
a  t i t l e ,  a n y w a y ,  and  no t  a  n a m e ;  and  one  o f  us  ough t  t o  w a i t  on  h i m  a t  d i nn e r ,  
and  do  any  l i t t l e  t h i ng  f o r  h i m  he  w an t ed  don e .  

W e l l ,  t ha t  w a s  a l l  e a s y ,  so vie  done  i t .  A l l  t h r ough  d i nne r  J i m  s t ood  a -
r ound  and  w a i t ed  on  h i m ,  and  s a y s ,  " W i l l  y o '  G r a c e  ha v e  some  o '  d i s ,  o r  some  
o '  da t ? "  and  so  o n ,  and  a  body  cou l d  s e e  i t  w a s  m i gh t y  p l e a s i ng  t o  h i m .  

Bu t  t he  o l d  man  go t  p r e t t y  s i l e n t ,  b y - a nd - b y - d i dn ' t  ha v e  much  t o  s a y ,  and  
d i dn ' t  l ook  p r e t t y  com f o r t ab l e  o v e r  a l l  t ha t  pe t t i ng  t ha t  w a s  go i ng  on  a r ound  
t ha t  du k e .  He  s e e m ed  t o  ha v e  som e t h i ng  on  h i s  m i nd .  S o ,  a l ong  i n  t he  a f t e r -
n o o n ,  he  s a y s :  

" Look y  h e r e ,  B i l g e w a t e r , "  he  s a y s ,  " I ' m  na t i on  so r r y  f o r  y o u ,  bu t  you  
a i n ' t  t he  on l y  pe r son  t ha t ' s  had  t r oub l e s  l i k e  t ha t . "  

" No? "  
" N o ,  you  a i n ' t .  You  a i n ' t  t he  on l y  pe r son  t ha t ' s  ben  sna k ed  down  

w r ong f u l l y  ou t ' n  a  h i gh  p l a c e . "  
" A l a s ! "  
" N o ,  you  a i n ' t  t he  on l y  pe r son  t ha t ' s  had  a  s e c r e t  o f  h i s  b i r t h . "  And  

by  j i n g s ,  he^  beg i ns  t o  c r y .  
" Ho l d !  Wh a t  do  you  m e a n? "  
" B i l g e w a t e r ,  k i n  I  t r us t  y ou? "  s a y s  t he  o l d  m a n ,  s t i l l  so r t  o f  s obb i ng .  
" To  t he  b i t t e r  d e a t h i "  He  t ook  t he  o l d  man  by  t he  hand  and  sque e z ed  

i t ,  and  s a y s ,  " The  s e c r e t  o f  y ou r  be i ng :  spe a k ! "  
" B i l g e w a t e r ,  I  am  t he  l a t e  D auph i n ! "  

You  be t  you  J i m  and  m e  s t a r e d ,  t h i s  t i m e .  Then  t he  duk e  s a y s :  
" You  a r e  wh a t ? "  
" Y e s ,  my  f r i e nd ,  i t  i s  t oo  t r ue - - you r  e y e s  i s  l ook i ng  a t  t h i s  v e r y  mo m e n t  

on  t he  po r e  d i s appe a r ed  D a uph i n ,  Looy  t he  S e v e n t e e n ,  son  o f  Looy  t he  S i x t e en  
and  M a r r y  A n t on e t t e . "  

" You !  A t  y ou r  a g e !  N o !  You  m e an  y ou ' r e  t he  l a t e  C h a r l e m a gn e ;  you  mu s t  
be  s i x  o r  seven  hund r ed  y e a r s  o l d ,  a t  t he  v e r y  l e a s t . "  

" T r oub l e  has  done  i t ,  B i l g e w a t e r ,  t r oub l e  ha s  done  i t ;  t r oub l e  has  
b r ung  t he s e  g r a y  ha i r s  and  t h i s  p r e m a t u r e  b a l d i t ud e .  Y e s ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  you  see  
be f o r e  y o u ,  i n  b l ue  j e ans  and  m i s e r y ,  t he  w a nd e r i n ' ,  e x i l e d ,  t r a mp l ed - on  and  
su f f e r i ng '  r i gh t f u l  K i ng  o f  F r anc e . "  

W e l l ,  he  c r i ed  and  t ook  on  s o ,  t ha t  m e  and  J i m  d i dn ' t  know  ha r d l y  wh a t  
t o  d o ,  w e  wa s  so  so r r y - - and  so  g l ad  and  p r oud  w e ' d  go t  h i m  w i t h  u s ,  t oo .  So  
v̂ e  s e t  i n ,  l i k e  w e  done  be f o r e  w i t h  t he  d u k e ,  and  t r i ed  t o  c o m f o r t  h i m .  Bu t  
he  s a i d  i t  w a r n ' t  no  u s e ,  no t h i ng  bu t  t o  be  de ad  and  done  w i t h  i t  a l l  cou l d  
do  h i m  any  good :  t hough  he  s a i d  i t  o f t en  m ade  h i m  f ee l  e a s i e r  and  be t t e r  f o r  
a  wh i l e  i f  peop l e  t r e a t ed  h i m  a c co r d i ng  t o  h i s  r i gh t s ,  and  go t  down  on  one  
kne e  t o  spe a k  t o  h i m ,  and  a l w a y s  c a l l ed  h i m  " You r  M a j e s t y , "  and  w a i t ed  on  h i m  
f i r s t  a t  m e a l s ,  and  d i dn ' t  s e t  down  i n  h i s  p r e s enc e  t i l l  he  a s k ed  t h e m .  So  
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J i m  and  m e  se t  t o  m a j e s t y i ng  h i m ,  and  do i ng  t h i s  and  t ha t  and  t ' o t he r  f o r  h i m ,  
and  s t and i ng  up  t i l l  he  t o l d  us  w e  m i gh t  s e t  do w n .  Th i s  done  h i m  he aps  o f  
good ,  and  so  he  go t  che e r f u l  and  c o m f o r t a b l e .  Bu t  t he  duk e  k i nd  o f  sou r ed  on  
h i m ,  and  d i dn ' t  l ook  a  b i t  s a t i s f i ed  w i t h  t he  v;ay  t h i ngs  wa s  go i ng ;  s t i l l ,  
t he  k i ng  a c t ed  r ea l  f r i end l y  t ow a r ds  h i m ,  and  sa i d  t he  duk e ' s  g r e a t - g r and f a t he r  
and  a l l  t he  o t he r  Duk e s  o f  B i l ge w a t e r  w a s  a  good  dea l  t hough t  o f  by  h i s  f a t he r  
and  w a s  a l l ow ed  t o  come  t o  t he  pa l a c e  c on s i d e r a b l e ;  bu t  t he  duk e  s t a i d  hu f f y  
a  good  w h i l e ,  t i l l  by - and - by  t he  k i ng  s a y s :  

" L i k e  as  no t  w e  go t  t o  be  t oge t he r  a  b l a m ed  l ong  t i m e ,  on  t h i s  h - y e r  r a f t ,  
B i l g e w a t e r ,  and  so  wha t ' s  t he  use  o '  y ou r  b e i n '  sou r ?  I t ' l l  on l y  m a k e  t h i ngs  
on c o m f o r t a b l e .  I t  a i n ' t  m y  f au l t  I  w a r n ' t  bo r n  a  d u k e ,  i t  a i n ' t  y ou r  f au l t  
you  w a r n ' t  bo r n  a  k i ng - - so  wha t ' s  t he  use  t o  wo r r y ?  M a k e  t he  be s t  o '  t h i ngs  
t he  w a y  you  f i nd  ' e m ,  s a y s  I - - t ha t ' s  m y  m o t t o .  Th i s  a i n ' t  no  bad  t h i ng  t ha t  
w e ' v e  s t uc k  he r e - - p l en t y  g r ub  and  an  e a s y  l i f e - - c o m e ,  g i v e  us  y ou r  h a n d ,  D u k e ,  
and  l e s s  a l l  be  f r i ends . "  

The  duk e  done  i t ,  and  J i m  and  m e  w a s  p r e t t y  g l ad  t o  see  i t .  I t  t ook  av/ay  
a l l  t he  un c o m f o r t a b l e n e s s ,  and  w e  f e l t  m i gh t  good  o v e r  i t ,  be c aus e  i t  wou l d  
a  been  a  m i s e r ab l e  bus i ne s s  t o  ha v e  any  un f r i end l i ne s s  on  t he  r a f t ;  f o r  
wh a t  y ou  w a n t ,  abov e  a l l  t h i ng s ,  on  a  r a f t ,  i s  f o r  e v e r ybody  t o  be  s a t i s f i e d ,  
and  f ee l  r i gh t  and  k i nd  t ow a r ds  t he  o t h e r s .  

I t  d i dn ' t  t a k e  m e  l ong  t o  m a k e  up  m y  m i nd  t ha t  t he s e  l i a r s  w a r n ' t  no  
k i ngs  no r  d u k e s ,  a t  a l l ,  bu t  j u s t  l ow - down  humbugs  and  f r a ud s .  Bu t  I  ne v e r  
sa i d  no t h i ng ,  ne v e r  l e t  on ;  k ep t  i t  t o  m y s e l f ;  i t ' s  t he  be s t  w a y ;  t hen  
you  don ' t  ha v e  no  q u a r r e l s ,  and  don ' t  ge t  i n t o  no  t r oub l e .  I f  t he y  w an t ed  
us  t o  ca l l  t he m  k i ngs  and  d u k e s ,  I  hadn ' t  no  ob j e c t i on s ,  ' l ong  as  i t  wou l d  
keep  pe a c e  i n  t he  f a m i l y ;  and  i t  w a r n ' t  no  use  t o  t e l l  J i m ,  so  I  d i dn ' t  
t e l l  h i m .  I f  I  ne v e r  l e a r n t  no t h i ng  e l s e  ou t  o f  pap " ,  I  l e a r n t  t ha t  t he  be s t  

w a y  t o  ge t  a l ong  w i t h  h i s  k i nd  o f  peop l e  i s  t o  l e t  t he m  have  t he i r  own  w a y .  

Huc k ' s  s c ep t i c i s m  and  J i m ' s  i nvo l un t a r y  subm i s s i on  c a r r y  t he m  t h r ough  t he  

k i ng ' s  wo r k i ng  o f  a  c a mp  m e e t i ng  as  a  r e f o r m ed  p i r a t e ,  one  o f  Tw a i n ' s  mo s t  sha r p l y -

r ep r oduc ed  v i gne t t e s  o f  f r on t i e r  l i f e ,  t h r ough  t he  con f us ed  f a i l u r e  o f  t he  " Sha k e -  •  

spe a r e an  R e v i v a l , "  w i t h  t he  Duke  as  Romeo  and  t he  K i ng  a s  J u l i e t ,  t he  m agn i f i c en t l y  

h i l a r i ous  f r aud  o f  t he  " Roya l  None such , "  and  t he  ne a r  t r agedy  and  c r i m i na l  f r a ud ,  

f o i l ed  by  H u c k ,  wh i ch  t he  t wo  ne a r l y  c a r r y  o f f  aga i ns t  t he  o r phaned  W i l k s  g i r l s .  

A s  t he y  f l oa t  f a r t he r  Sou t h ,  t he r e  a r e  f a i l i ng  l e c t u r e s  on  t e m p e r a n c e ,  unsuc c e s s f u l  

danc i ng  s c hoo l s ,  " y e l l o c u t i on ,  m i s s i on a r y i ng ,  m e s m e r i z i ng ,  do c t o r i ng ,  and  f o r t une -

t e l l i ng , "  un t i l  f i n a l l y ,  wh i l e  t he  k i ng  and  t he  duk e  a r e  de l a y ed  i n  a  s a l oon  squabb l  

Huc k  r e t u r ns  t o  t he  r a f t ,  c on f i d e n t  t ha t  he  and  h i m  can  m . ake  t he i r  e s c a p e .  
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Bu t  J i m  i s  g o n e ,  so l d  back  i n t o  s l a v e r y  by  t he  k i ng  f o r  pa r t  o f  t he  f a ke  

r e w a r d - - enough  t o  l e ad  t o  t he  t a v e r n  squabb l e - - and  Huc k ' s  s e a r ch  l e ads  t o  h i s  

s t r ugg l e  w i t h  h i s  cons c i enc e  and  t o  t he  d e noum e n t  o f  t he  boo k .  I t  l e a d s ,  t o o ,  

a f t e r  a  f a i l ed  pe r f o r m anc e  o f  t he  " Roya l  None such "  i n  t he  t o w n ,  t o  Huc k ' s  l a s t  

s i gh t  o f  t he  tv. 'o  f r on t i e r  f r a ud s :  

— h e r e  come s  a  r ag i ng  r ush  o f  p e op l e ,  w i t h  t o r c h e s ,  and  an  aw f u l  whoop i ng  
and  y e l l i n g ,  and  bang i ng  t i n  pans  and  b l ow i ng  ho r n s ;  and  w e  j umped  t o  one  
s i de  t o  l e t  t he m  go  b y ,  and  as  t he y  w e n t  b y ,  I  s ee  t hey  had  t he  k i ng  and  
t he  duk e  a s t r add l e  o f  a  r a i l - - t ha t  i s ,  I  know ed  i t  w a s  t he  k i ng  and  t he  
d u k e ,  t hough  t he y  w a s  a l l  ov e r  t a r  and  f e a t h e r s ,  and  d i dn ' t  l ook  l i k e  
no t h i ng  i n  t he  wo r l d  t ha t  w a s  h u m a n —  

H u c k ,  w i t h  T w a i n ,  conc l ude s  t ha t  " Human  be i ng  c an  be  aw f u l  c r ue l  t o  one  

ano t he r , "  and  t he  k i ng  and  t he  duk e  pa s s  i n t o  f r on t i e r  my t h  and  l i t e r a r y  h i s t o r y  

as  t wo  o f  M a r k  Tw a i n ' s  mo s t  m e mo r a b l e  po r t r a i t s  o f  l i f e  on  a  r ap i d l y  v an i sh i ng  

f r on t i e r .  

Bu t  t he  k i ng ,  as  m a gn i f i c e n t l y  as  Tw a i n  po r t r a y  h i m ,  ma y  be  ne i t he r  a  

r e su r r e c t ed  m e mo r y  o f  Tw a i n ' s  boyhood  on  t he  r i v e r  no r  t he  p r oduc t  o f  h i s  v i v i d  

i m a g i n a t i on ;  t he  k i ng ' s  o r i g i n ,  r a t h e r ,  i s  mo r e  l i k e l y  A m e r i c a ' s  on l y  au t hen t i c  

c l a i m an t  t o  t he  Bou r bon  t h r one  o f  F r a n c e ,  one  who  r e m a i ns  t o  t h i s  da y  e i t h e r  t he  

d i spos s e s s ed  and  t o r m en t ed  p r i nc e  t ha t  he  c l a i m ed  t o  be  o r  an  ou t r ageous  f r aud  

w ande r i ng  t he  A m e r i c an  f r on t i e r ,  as  h i s  c r i t i c s  i ns i s t ed  t ha t  he  w a s .  

Th i s  man  w a s  E l e a z e r  o r  E l e a z a r  W i l l i a m s ,  a l so  known  as  L a z a r r e .  W i l l i a m s  

wa s  r a i s ed  on  a  S t .  R eg i s  I nd i an  r e s e r v a t i on  i n  t he  S t .  La w r enc e  V a l l e y  i n  t he  

l a t e  e i gh t e en t h  c en t u r y  by  Thom a s  W i l l i a m s ,  an  I nd i an  g r andson  o f  t he  wh i t e  Eun i c e  

W i l l i a m s ,  c ap t u r ed  by  t he  I nd i ans  i n  1704  i n  an  I nd i an  r a i d  on  D e e r f i e l d ,  M a s s a c hu -

s e t t s ,  who  m a r r i ed  i n t o  t he  t r i b e .  Thom a s ' s  w i f e ,  M a r r y  Ann  K ene w a t s en r i ,  m a y  a l so  

ha v e  had  soma  wh i t e  a n c e s t r y .  The  c o u p l e ,  l i v i ng  much  o f  t he  t i me  i n  a  r e s e r v a t i on  
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town dominated by a French Catholic mission, were Cathol ics, and they had 

eleven ch i ldren, whose births and baptisms, at reasonably regular in te rva l s 

between 1780 and 1807, are duly registered at the church. In the record, 

the longest gap i s f i v e years, between 1785 and 1791. 

But, although the Williamses raised twelve ch i ldren, there i s no record 

of e i ther the b i rth or baptism of Eleazer or Lazarre, a fact that l a t e r sup-

ported his claim to royal b i r th . I t also led his c r i t i c s to i n s i s t that he 

had been born in e i ther 1788 or 1789, and his b i r t h , for various reasons, was 

l e f t unrecorded, a circumstance unacceptable to Williams and those who l a t e r 

supported his claim. 

Other facts of E leazer ' s ear ly l i f e are ea s i l y determined. In la te 1799 

or ear ly 1800 he was taken to Longmeadow, Massachusetts, to be educated by 

Deacon Nathaniel E l y , whose wife was a Williams. E leazer ' s brother John probably 

accompanied him, but i f so he was soon sent or returned home. Eleazer remained 

with the whites, at school in Longmeadow, Mansfield, and Hartford, Connecticut; 

Dartmouth, New Hampshire, where he may have b r i e f l y attended the college; and 

f i n a l l y at West Hampton, Massachusetts, where he studied with the Revernd Enoch 

Hale. In 1809 he met and was strongly influenced by Bishop Hobart of the 

Protestant Episcopal Church of New York. In 1811 he returned to the tr ibe as a 

teacher sponsored by the American Board of Missions, educated as a Congregationalist, 

attracted to Episcopalianism, and accepted by the Je su i t s . Ear ly in his education 

Eleazer had become a devoted journal-keeper, and he was to remain one throughout 

the controversial years ahead of him. His education, rare for any boy at the time 

and under the circumstances and rarer s t i l l for a reservation boy, had been paid 

for e i ther by a mysterious Frenchman, as his supporters l a t e r i n s i s ted , or, according 
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t o  h i s  c r i t i c s ,  by  Thom a s  W i l l i a m s  and  by  v a r i ous  unna m ed  m i s s i on  boa r d  

b e n e f a c t o r s .  

In  1 8 1 3 ,  wh i l e  s e r v i ng  as  t e a che r  and  a g e n t  t o  t he  I nd i a n s ,  he  pub l i shed  

t wo  w o r k s ,  " A  T r a c t  on  M an ' s  P r i m i t i v e  R e c t i t ud e ,  H i s  Fa l l  and  H i s  R e cov e r y  

t h r ough  J e sus  Ch r i s t , "  pub l i shed  a t  B u r l i ng t on ,  V e r m on t ,  and  " A  Spe l l i ng  Book  

i n  t he  Language  o f  t he  Se v en  I r oquo i s  N a t i on s , "  pub l i shed  a t  P l a t t s bu r g ,  r̂ lew  

Y o r k .  A s  agen t  f o r  t he  C a ugn a w a go s ,  he  w a s  e npow e r e d  t o  d r a w  a nnu a l l y ,  f r om  

1812 . t o  1 8 2 0 ,  f r om  t he  s t a t e  o f  N e w  Y o r k ,  a  p a y m e n t  o f  $266 . 00  f o r  l and  t r a n s -

f e r s ,  a  sum  wh i ch  h i s  l a t e r  c r i t i c s  i ns i s t ed  wa s  ne v e r  g i v en  t o  t he  I nd i a n s .  

In  t he  W a r  o f  1812  he  s e r v ed  as  a  s cou t  f o r  t h e A m a r i c a n  A r m y ,  r e c e i v i ng  wounds  

a t  t he  B a t t l e  o f  P l a t t s bu r g .  The s e  wound s  m a y  o r  m a y  no t  ha v e  been  s e v e r e ,  d e p e nd -

i ng  on  t he  sou r c e  o f  t he i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i on .  Much  l a t e r ,  i n  1 8 5 1 ,  he  app l i ed  f o r  a  

p e n s i on ,  a  c l a i m  t ha t  wa s  r e j e c t ed  as  con t r ov e r s y  began  t o  su r r ound  h i m .  

I n  1 8 1 5 ,  he  v i s i t ed  B i shop  Hoba r t  i n  N e w  Y o r k ,  w a s  con f i r m ed  i n  t he  Ep i s copa l  

C hu r c h ,  and  t hen  r e t u r ned  t o  t he  I nd i ans  w i t h  Hoba r t ' s  suppo r t  t o  s e r v e  as  a  

r e l i g i ous  t e a c h e r .  In  1816  he  pub l i shed  an  adap t a t i on  o f  The  Book  o f  Common  P r a y e r  

and  i n  1820  ano t he r  s p e l l e r ,  add i ng  i n  t he  p r oc e s s  t o  a  g r ow i ng  r epu t a t i on  a mong  

chu r chm en  f o r  h i s  a cumen  and  know l edge  o f  t he  I nd i a n s .  In  1 8 2 1 ,  w i t h  t he  app r ov a l  

o f  Le w i s  C a s s ,  Gov e r no r  o f  M i ch i gan  T e r r i t o r y ,  and  t he  suppo r t  o f  t he  Ep i s copa l  

C hu r c h ,  he  w e n t  t o  G r e en  Ba y  M .  T .  ( now  W i s c on s i n )  t o  e s t ab l i sh  e i t h e r  a  m i s s i on  

s e t t l e m en t  t o  wh i ch  I r oquo i s  I nd i ans  cou l d  e m i g r a t e ,  as  he  i n s i s t e d ,  o r  a  v a s t  

I nd i an  e mp i r e  ov e r  wh i ch  he  wou l d  r u l e ,  as  h i s  c r i t i c s  l a t e r  m a i n t a i n e d .  A t  G r e en  

B a y ,  on  M a r ch  3 ,  1 8 3 2 ,  he  m a r r i ed  M ade l e i ne  J ou r d a i n ,  one  o f  h i s  p u p i l s ,  who  w a s  

e i t h e r  t he  ha l f - b r e ed  daugh t e r o f  a  F r ench  t r ade r  o r  t he  daugh t e r  o f  an  e x i l ed  F r ench  

a r i s t o c r a t .  The y  had  t wo  daugh t e r s  and  a  s o n ,  on l y  t he  l a t t e r  su r v i v i ng  t o  m a t u r i t y  
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and end ing h i s days as a l ake -boa t  c a p t a i n .  A f t e r numerous t r i p s Eas t  seek i ng 

suppor t  f o r h i s ven t u r e ,  W i l l i ams appa r en t l y f e l l  i n t o d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  be i ng 

superseded as Ep i scopa l  m i ss i ona r y i n Gree Bay i n 1824 ,  a l t hough he was appa r en t l y 

orda i ned i n 1826.  Ne v e r t he l ess ,  he con t i nued t o preach t o h i s One idas i n the 

area u n t i l  abou t  1832 ,  when he was appa r en t l y r epud i a t ed by h i s f l o c k ,  accord i ng 

t o h i s c r i t i c s because he had defrauded them .  

The nex t  decade--dur ing wh i ch he may o r may not  have become the " l o s t  

dauph in" o f Twa in ' s boyhood p a s t - - i s obscure .  Dur i ng much o f the t ime he appa r en t l y 

wandered from West  t o Eas t  and back a g a i n ,  seek i ng suppor t  he cou l d no l onger f i n d .  

In 1835 he was a t  S t .  Reg i s ,  i n 1838 i n B u f f a l o ,  where he r epo r t ed l y con f i ded 

f o r t he f i r s t  t ime t o a B u f f a l o e d i t o r ,  George H.  Rask i ns o f t he B u f f a l o Exp r ess ,  

t h a t  he was the Dauph in--a l though no ev i dence e x i s t s t o r e f u t e o r suppor t  the 

i n c i d e n t .  In 1841 he re t u rned t o Green Bay from New York t o observe the e i gh t h 

t r i e n n i a l  observance o f the conve rs i on o f the Oneidas t o - C h r i s t i a n i t y .  

I t  was dur i ng t ha t  v i s i t  t h a t  wha t ever c l a i ms W i l l i ams may or may no t  have 

made to h i s r o ya l  o r i g i n s began t o t ake on subs t ance .  Dur ing t ha t  y e a r ,  t he 

P r i nc e de J o i n v i l l e ,  t h i r d son o f Lou i s P h i l l i p e ,  then K i ng o f the French ,  was 

t ou r i ng Amer i ca ,  f o l l o w i n g i n the f o o t s t eps o f h i s f a t h e r ,  who,  du r i ng h i s l ong 

e x i l e i n Eng land and Amer i ca as the due d ' Or l eans a f t e r the French Re v o l u t i on ,  

had t oured the Nor th Amer ican f r o n t i e r .  Lou i s P h i l i p p e had a t t a i n e d the Bourbon 

t hrone w i t h L a f a y e t t e ' s suppor t  a f t e r t he J u l y Revo l u t i on o f 1830 had deposed 

Cha r l es X.  The P r i n c e ,  as he s t a t e d i n h i s Memoi rs ,  had de t erm ined t o go " v i a 

the Grea t  Lakes t o Green Bay on Lake M i ch i gan . " A t  some po i n t  i n the j ou r ne y ,  

he had e i t h e r heard or h i mse l f had men t ioned t he name E l e a z e r W i l l i ams and de t e r -

mined t o seek h im ou t .  The two met  on board t he sh i p Columbus,  en rou t e from 
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M a c k i na c  t o  G r e en  B a y ,  and  W i l l i a m s  de s c r i bed  t he  m e e t i ng  a t  l eng t h  i n  h i s  

j ou r n a l :  

I  w a s  s i t t i ng  a t  t he  t i me  on  a  b a r r e l .  The  p r i nc e  no t  on l y  s t a r t ed  
w i t h  e v i d e n t  and  i nvo l un t a r y  su r p r i s e  when  he  saw  m e  bu t  t he r e  w a s  
a  g r e a t  ag i t a t i on  i n  h i s  f a c e  and  m anne r - - a  s l i gh t  pa l ene s s  and  a  
qu i v e r i ng  o f  t he  l i p - - wh i ch  I  cou l d  no t  he l p  r e m a r k i ng  a t  t he  t i m e ,  
bu t  wh i ch  s t r uc k  m e  mo r e  f o r c i b l y  a f t e r w a r d s ,  i n  conne c t i on  w i t h  t he  
who l e  t r a i n  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  and  by  con t r a s t  w i t h  h i s  usua l  s e l f -
pos s e s s ed  m a nn e r .  He  t hen  shook  m e  e a r n e s t l y  and  r e spe c t f u l l y  by  t he  
hand  and  d r e w  m e  i m m ed i a t e l y  i n t o  c on v e r s a t i on .  

W e  sha l l  ne v e r  know  wh e t h e r  t he  c on v e r s a t i on ,  bo t h  on  boa r d  t he  sh i p  and  

t he  ne x t  day  a t  W i l l i a m s ' s  f a t he r - i n - l a w ' s  hous e  i n  G r e en  B a y  w a s ,  as  W i l l i a m s  

l a t e r  r e v e a l e d ,  f i r s t  a  d i s cus s i on  o f  h i s  ba c kg r ound  and  t h e n ,  a t  G r e en  B a y ,  t he  

r e v e l a t i on  o f  t he  s e c r e t  o f  h i s  r oya l  b i r t h ,  o r  wh e t h e r  i t  w a s  m e r e l y  a  r e -

coun t i ng  o f  W i l l i a m s ' s  e xpe r i enc e s  w i t h  t he  I nd i a n s ,  as  h i s  c r i t i c s  i n s i s t e d ,  

suppo r t ed  by  a  l a t e r  l e t t e r  f r om  t he  P r i nc e ' s  s e c r e t a r y .  Bu t  a c co r d i ng  t o  W i l l i a m s  

t he  v ague  m e mo r i e s  and  f e a r s  t ha t  had  p l agued  h i m  s i n c e ,  as  a  boy  o f  t e n ,  he  had  

d i v ed  i n t o  La k e  G e o r g e ,  s t r uc k  h i s  h e a d ,  and  w a s  r ende r ed  uncons c i ous  began  t o  

m a k e  s e n s e .  A c co r d i ng  t o  W i l l i a m s ,  t he  P r i nc e  a t t e mp t ed  t o  pe r suade  h i m  t o  s i gn  an  

e l abo r a t e  " abd i c a t i on  o f  t he  c r own  o f  F r anc e  i n  f a vo r  o f  Lou i s  P h i l l i p e b y  Cha r l e s  

Lou i s  who  w a s  s t y l ed  Lou i s  X V I I ,  k i ng  o f  F r anc e  and  N a v a r r e  w i t h  a l l  a c compna y i ng  

na m e s  and  t i t l e s  o f  hono r , "  p r om i s i ng  i n  r e t u r n  " a  p r i nc e l y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  e i t h e r  

i n  F r anc e  o r  A m e r i c a . "  To  t h i s ,  W i l l i a m s  i ns i s t ed  he  r e f us ed  i nd i gn a n t l y ,  s a y i ng  

" Though  I  am  i n  pov e r t y  and  e x i l e  I  w i l l  no t  s a c r i f i c e  m y  hono r . "  The  P r i nc e  

r e sponded  a ng r i l y ,  bu t  on  h i s  d e p a r t u r e ,  r e c on c i l e d ,  he  t o l d  W i l l i a m s ,  " Though  

w e  p a r t  I  hope  w e  r e m a i n  f r i e nd s . "  The y  ne v e r  m i e t  a g a i n .  
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Both c r i t i c s and suppor t e rs o f W i l l i ams agree t h a t  the two d i d meet  and d i d 

converse a t  l eng t h ,  a l t hough t hey d i f f e r abou t  de J o i n v i l l e ' s s t a y i n Green Bay ,  

W i l l i ams i n s i s t i n g he s t ayed o ve r n i gh t  and the c r i t i c s say i ng he d i d no t ,  us i ng 

as ev i dence the P r i n c e ' s Memoirs^,  w r i t t e n some t we l ve y e a r s a f t e r t he f a c t .  

Ev i dence sugges t s ,  however ,  t h a t  l a t e r cor respondence ,  i n i mp r ess i ve enve l opes 

c e r t a i n t o be remembered i n Green Bay ,  passed between the P r i n c e and the p re t ender ,  

bu t  the l e t t e r s ,  W i l l i ams l a t e r s a i d ,  were l o s t  i n a f i r e .  

W i th the depar t u re o f t he P r i n c e ,  W i l l i ams passed t he r e s t  o f t h a t  decade 

i n o b s c u r i t y ,  pa r t  o f t he t ime i n Green Bay ,  pa r t  a t  S t .  Reg i s ,  much o f i t  pu rposefu l  

wander ing .  In 1846 the So c i e t y f o r the Propaga t i on o f the Gospel  Among the 

I nd i ans app r op r i a t ed money f o r h i s suppor t  as a m i s s i ona r y ,  bu t  i n 1848 the 

s t i pend was w i t h h e l d ,  presumab l y because r e s u l t s d i d not  j u s t i f y i t s con t i nuance .  

I n 1850 h i s o f f e r to a s s i s t  i n the removal  of the Senecas from I nd i an T e r r i t o r y 

t o the Upper M i s s i s s i p p i  was d e c l i n e d ;  i n t h a t  yea r he s t a r t e d a schoo l  a t  S t .  

Reg i s ,  ga t he r i ng some suppor t  from the- Ep i scopa l  D i ocese of New York and the Bos ton 

U n i t a r i a n S o c i e t y ,  bu t  i n 1853 the suppor t  was w i t hdrawn .  By t h a t  t i me ,  however ,  

W i l l i ams had become a c e l e b r i t y .  

In 1849 two no t i ces appeared i n the p u b l i c p r e s s ,  a b r i e f i t em i n the A lbany 

Kn i ckerbocker and a l onger p i ece i n the Un i t ed S t a t e s Magazine and Democra t i c 

Review .  The l a t t e r ,  pub l i shed i n Mew York ,  a t t e s t e d t o W i l l i ams ' s r o y a l  b i r t h and 

subsequen t  m i s f o r t unes .  I t  appears to be a rev i ew o f a book .  H i s t o r y o f the Dauph in ,  

Son o f Lou i s the S i x t e e n t h o f France ,  by e i t h e r N.  B.  E l y ( i n the i ndex ) o r H.  B.  E l y 

( i n t he t e x t ) ,  t he e x i s t e n c e o f wh i ch i s doub t f u l ,  l ead i ng W i l l i ams ' s c r i t i c s t o 

i n s i s t  t h a t  he had -w r i t t en the f r a u d u l e n t  r ev i ew h i mse l f .  The p i ece r ecoun t s ,  

pu rpo r t ed l y i n summary,  the f a c t s o f the book:  the f a t e o f t he r o y a l  f a m i l y ;  
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t he s p i r i t i n g away o f the Dauph in ,  bad l y abused and n e a r l y i nsane ,  by two 

R o y a l i s t  surgeons ;  the t es t i mony of one M.  Be l sa g e r ,  r e c e n t l y deceased i n New 

O r l eans ,  t h a t  he had t aken the boy by way of Ho l l and and Eng l and t o t he Un i t ea 

S t a t e s and en t r us t ed him t o the care o f Thomas W i l l i a m s .  I t  a s s e r t s ,  t oo ,  t h a t  

R o y a l i s t s had wa tched over the boy,  v i s i t i n g him o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  and f i n a n c i n g h i s 

educa t i on .  For f ou r y e a r s ,  from 1795 ,  the t ime o f h i s r escue ,  t o 1799 ,  t he t ime 

o f h i s a c c i d en t ,  acco rd i ng t o the accoun t ,  he was deranged ,  bu t  he d i d not  know 

the s e c r e t  o f h i s b i r t h u n t i l  the v i s i t  o f the p r i n c e .  The accoun t  c i t e s t he 

names of w i t n e s s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g a Dutch Amer ican t r a d e r ,  Jacob Vanderheyden ,  who 

was p r esen t  when the boy was brough t  to W i l l i a m s ,  and the R o y a l i s t s and p r i e s t s 

who kep t  the s e c r e t .  Today ,  the accoun t  s t a t e s ,  he i s s i x t y - t h r e e t o s i x t y - f i v e 

y e a r s o l d i n appearance ;  he speaks E n g l i s h and I r o q u i o i s f l u e n t l y ,  French w i t h 

an accen t ;  h i s manner isms are F rench ;  he has no t r a c e of Ind i an b l ood ,  h i s 

f e a t u r e s a re unm i s t akeab l y Bourbon ;  he p r e f e r s p r i v a t e l i f e i n Amer i ca t o a ^ ' oreign 

t hrone .  H i s name i s E l e a z a r W i l l i a m s .  

T h i s a c c o u n t — o r r ev i ew ,  i f i t  was - - r ece i ved modest  a t t e n t i o n ,  i n s p i r i n g b r i e f 

news i t ems by cu r i ous e d i t o r s .  One such accoun t  appeared i n the New York Cou r i e r 

and Enqu i r e r i n 1853 ,  Tha t  accoun t  was seen by the Reverend John H,  Hanson ,  "a 

c l ergyman o f v;orth and a b i l i t y ; " Hanson sough t  W i l l i ams ou t  a t  S t ,  Re g i s ,  and ,  

acco rd i ng t o W i l l i ams ' s c r i t i c s ,  made him a k i ng ,  c onv e r t i ng h im ,  as one c r i t i c 

w r i t e s ,  "from a s e c r e t ,  s u r r e p t i t i o u s p re t ender i n t o an open d e c l a r a t o r of h i s 

r o y a l  p o s i t i o n .  Under Mr.  Hanson ' s t u i t i o n , " the accoun t  con t i nues ,  "he became 

a genu ine monarch ,  i ssued man i f es t os ,  s i gned L,  C.  t o h i s documen ts ,  r e c e i v ed 

no t es phrased Your G rac i ous Ma j es t y and prom i sed h i s f r i e n d s passage to France 

i n a n a t i o n a l  sh i p when he shou l d ob t a i n h i s own." Bu t  the ev i dence i s t h a t  

W i l l i ams con t i nued t o l i v e q u i e t l y a t  S t .  Reg i s .  



24 .  

Hanson ' s  f i r s t  pub l i c  espousa l  o f  W i l l i ams ' s  cause  appea r ed  in  the  second  

i ssue  o f  Pu t nam ' s  Mon t h l y  Maga z i ne ,  f or  Feb r ua r y ,  1853 .  In  a  l ong ,  ca r e f u l l y  

deve l oped  essay  en t i t l ed  " Have  We  a  Bourbon  Among  Us? "  Hanson  ma r sha l s  t he  

ev i dence  i n  de t a i l :  t wen t y - seven  i t ems  o f  p r oo f ,  r ang i ng  f rom  t he  absence  o f  

the  r ecord  o f  h i s  b i r t h ,  t h rough  con f i r m i ng  ev i dence  f rom  t he  woman  who  r a i sed  

h i m  ( the  poo r  o l d  wom an ,  nea r l y  a  hundr ed  yea r s  o l d ,  who  spoke  no  Eng l i sh  o r  '  

F r ench  was  l a t e r  hounded  by  suppor t e r s  and  de t r ac t o r s ,  each  o f  whom  ex t r ac t ed  a  

pu rpo r t ed l y  f avor ab l e  s t a t e men t ) ,  sca r s  on  W i l l i ams ' s  body  co r r espond i ng  to  

i n j u r i es  su f f e r ed  by  t he  Dauph i n ,  W i l l i ams ' s  me mo r i e s ,  i t ems  pu r po r t ed l y  l e f t  w i t h  

h i m ,  h i s  appea r ance ,  and  t he  v i s i t  o f  t he  P r i nce .  

The  a r t i c l e  asse r t s  conc l us i ve l y  t ha t  " 1s t .  Tha t  Lou i s  XV I I  d i d  no t  d i e  in  

1795 .  2d .  Tha t  he  was  ca r r i ed  to  t he  r eg i on  in  wh i ch  M r .  W i l l i ams  spen t  h i s  you t h .  

3d .  Tha t  M r .  W i l l i ams  i s  no t  an  I nd i an .  4 t h .  Tha t  M r .  W i l l i ams  i s  Lou i s  XV I I . "  

I t  c r ea t ed  a  sensa t i on ,  r epo r t ed l y  add i ng  t wen t y  t housand  subsc r i be r s  to  the  

s t rugg l i ng  maga z i ne  and  beg i nn i ng  a  con t r ove r sy  t ha t  con t i nued  f o r  t he  r es t  o f  t he  

cen t u r y .  The  nex t  yea r  Hanson  pub l i shed  t he  f i r s t  book  on  t he  ma t t e r .  The  Los t  

P r i nce  ( 1854 ) ,  bu t  W i l l i am  G i l mor e  S i mms  had  a l r eady  r i d i cu l ed  t he  c l a i m  in  

i mpeccab l e  condescend i ng  p rose  by  l i t e r a r y  ana l ogy  in  an  essay  " The  I roquo i s  

Bourbon "  i n  t he  Sou t he rn  L i t e r a r y  Messenge r ,  f o r  Ju l y ,  1853 .  Pu t nam ' s  pub l i shed  

l e t t e r s ,  p r o ,  con ;  some  r epor t ed  rea l  o r  i mag i ned  memo r i es  suppor t i ng  o r  r e f u t i ng  

t he  c l a i m ,  and  o t he r s  we r e  f rom  r e l a t i ves  o f  t hose  named  i n  Hanson ' s  e s s a y .  

I nves t i ga t o r s ,  mos t  o f  t hem  hos t i l e ,  began  to  sea r ch  a t  S t .  R eg i s ,  i n  Canada ,  i n  

G r een  Bay .  In  t he  meanwh i l e  W i l l i ams  l i ved  qu i e t l y  a t  Hogansv i l l e ,  New  Yo r k ,  whe r e  

he  p r eached  to  t he  I nd i ans .  In  1858  he  pub l i shed  a  l i f e  o f  Thomas  W i l l i a ms ,  and  

on  Augus t  28  o f  t ha t  yea r  he  d i ed  qu i e t l y .  H i s  w i dow  l i ved  on  a t  L i t t l e  R ap i ds ,  

W i s cons i n ,  appa r en t l y  w i t hou t  doub t i ng  h i m ,  un t i l  he r  dea t h  i n  1886 .  
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Bu t  the con t r o ve r sy l i v e d on .  Putnam ' s r e s u r r e c t e d i t  i n 1868 w i t h F r a n c i s 

V i n t on ' s "Lou i s XV I I and E l e a z e r W i l l i ams , " a more ba l anced accoun t  than Hanson ' s 

bu t  f a v o r ab l e to W i l l i ams .  Four y e a r s l a t e r a ma jor a t t a c k began i n the W i scons i n 

H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s .  In Vo l .  V I ,  1872 ,  t he r e appeared a memoir by John Y.  Sm i t h ,  

" E l e a z a r W i l l i ams and t he Los t  P r i n c e . " Sm i th had known W i l l i ams a t  Green Bay and 

had appa r en t l y spen t  a g r ea t  dea l  of t ime ga t he r i ng a f f i d a v i t s ,  wh i ch he a s s e r t s 

were c o l l e c t e d by an unnamed "gen t leman i n Mon t rea l " i n the 1850s and g i ven t o the 

New York Wor ld t o r e f u t e Hanson .  Bu t  they had no t  been pub l i shed u n t i l  t hey were 

dug ou t  o f t he Wor ld ' s f i l e i n 1858 a f t e r t he appearance of V i n t on ' s a r t i c l e .  

Among them a re sworn a f f i d a v i t s by two I nd i ans who knew W i l l i ams as a boy and one 

by Mary Ann W i l l i ams h e r s e l f t e s t i f y i n g t h a t  she was h i s n a t u r a l  mother .  None of 

the Ind i ans spoke E n g l i s h ,  nor d i d t he "gen t leman" speak F rench ,  bu t  t hese are 

t he documents t h a t  p rov i de the subs t ance of ev i dence a g a i n s t  W i l l i a m s .  

Perhaps more t e l l i n g ,  however ,  i s Sm i th ' s own ev i dence from t he y e a r s between 

1828 and 1837 ,  when Sm i th knew W i l l i a m s .  He w r i t e s .  

He was a f a t ,  l a z y ,  good- for -no t h i ng I n d i a n ;  bu t  cunn i ng ,  c r a f t y ,  
f r u i t f u l  i n exped i en t s t o r a i s e the w ind and unscrupu l ous abou t  the means 
of accomp l i sh i ng i t .  Dur ing the l a s t  f ou r or f i v e y e a r s of my acqua i n t ance 
w i t h h im ,  I doubt  whe ther t he r e was a man a t  Green Bay whose word commanded 
l e s s con f i dence than t h a t  of W i l l i ams .  H i s c h a r a c t e r f o r d i shones t y ,  
t r i c k e r y ,  and f a l sehood became so no t o r i ous and scanda l ous . that  r espe c t ab l e 
E p i s c o p a l i a n s p r e f e r r e d charges a g a i ns t  h im . . .  

O ther c r i t i c s of W i l l i ams abound i n t he pages of the W i scons i n H i s t o r i c a l  

C o l l e c t i o n s du r i ng the nex t  few y e a r s ,  i n c l u d i n g l e t t e r s from Co l one l  H.  E.  

Eastman ,  who c l a i med t h a t  W i l l i ams had s t o l e n h i s manuscr i p t  o f a f i c t i v e romance,  

"The Los t  P r i n c e , " from h im ,  had based h i s c l a i m t o be the Dauph in on i t ,  and 

had then f u r n i sh ed i t  t o Hanson as the b a s i s f o r h i s book .  Suppor t i ng Eastman 

i s a l e t t e r from W i scons i n S t a t e Sena t or T.  0.  Howe,  who c l a i med t o remember Eastman 

show ing the manuscr i p t  t o W i l l i a m s .  In 1879 i n an essay i n t he c o l l e c t i o n ,  Genera l  
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A lbert G.  E l l i s ,  who had once been W i l l iams ' s pupi l and a ss i s t an t i n New York ,  

claimed t h a t ,  although W i l l iams had done a remarkable job i n providing a work-

able alphabet for the Mohawk language,  he was near ly i l l i t e r a t e ,  knew ne i ther 

La t i n or Greek ,  although he was supposed to i n s t r u c t E l l i s i n both ,  and kept 

no j ou r n a l s ,  thereby suggest ing tha t he was a fraud .  In 1883 Judge Morgan L .  

Mart in a lso denounced Wi l l iams as a fraud i n the Wisconsin H i s t or i ca l Co l l ec t i ons ,  

concluding ,  however,  i n magnaminous c h a r i t y ,  tha t 

A man reared amid savage surroundings ,  as he was,  should be judged 
by a d i f feren t standard than we se t up for one who has spent h i s l i f e 
e n t i r e l y among whi te people.  No one can from chi ldhood f ra t ern i z e wi th 
Indians wi thout absorbing t he i r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s to some ex t en t ,  --and 
becoming va i n ,  dece i t fu l and boas t fu l .  He was a remarkable man i n many 
respec t s ,  but was deeply imbued wi th f a l se not ions of l i f e ,  and h i s 
career was a f a i l u r e .  He was ne i ther be t t er nor worse than h i s l i f e - l o n g 
companions and was what one might have expected from one who has been sent 
in to the world wi th cer t a i n r a c i a l v i ces and whose t ra i n i ng and assoc i a t i ons 
were not ca l cu l a t ed to be t ter him.  

To W i l l iams ' s supporters ,  these descr ip t ions of a man whose format ive years 

were spent i n Congregational homes i n s t i l l - P u r i t a n New England were s l ander ,  

and the controversey cont inued .  Four more books were to appear a t regu lar i n t e r v a l s ,  

a l l support ing W i l l i ams ,  and a long monograph refu ted them.  In the meantime,  how-

ever ,  Mark Twain had publ ished Innocents Abroad i n 1869,  and i n 1970 he married h i s 

beloved Libby and ,  ensconced i n E l m i ra ,  began to transmute h i s remarkable memory 

in to a r t .  Then,  i n Har t ford ,  he wrote The Gi lded Age (1872) ,  Sketches ,  Old and New 

(1875) ,  and i n success ion .  The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1875) ,  L i f e on the 

M i ss i ss i pp i (1883) ,  and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884) .  He had begun the 

l a t t e r in 1876 as "another boy 's book," carr i ed i t through Huck and Jim ' s missing 

the mouth of the Ohio and had then abandoned i t ; i n 1879 and 1880,  in two spur t s ,  

he carr i ed i t through the Grangerford episode and the Sherburn-Boggs inc iden t and 
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abandoned  i t  aga i n .  Then  a f t e r  a  summe r  v i s i t  to  t he  o l d  scenes  in  1882 ,  i t  

t ook  on  a  l i f e  o f  i t s  own ,  and  he  f i n i shed  i t  in  e i gh t een  mon t hs  o f  sus t a i ned  

wo r k .  

Whe t he r  or  no t  Twa i n  had  hea rd  o f  t he  E l ea z e r  W i l l i ams  case  dur i ng  t h i s  

l ong  pe r i od  i s ,  o f  cou r s e ,  i mposs i b l e  to  de t e r m i ne  now ,  bu t  g i ven  the  amoun t  

o f  pub l i c i t y  su r round i ng  i t ,  i t  seems  l i ke l y  t ha t  he  had .  Too ,  i t  was  t he  k i nd  

o f  t a l e  t ha t  h i s  sha rp  w i t  and  h i s  i nna t e  skep t i c i sm  wou l d  en j oy ,  and  ce r t a i n l y  

h i s  ve r s i on  o f  t he  k i ng  sounds  susp i c i ous l y  l i ke  John  V .  Sm i t h ' s  por t r aya l  w i t h  

t he  r ac i sm  om i t t ed .  Su r e l y ,  anywa y ,  whe t he r  co i nc i dence ,  adap t a t i on ,  or  i n -

f l uence ,  Twa i n ' s  K i ng  and  W i l l i ams ' s  Dauph i n  a r e  b i g  enough  to  sha r e  a  l a rge  

p l a c e ,  pe rhaps  the  same  p l a c e ,  in  ou r  f r on t i e r  pa s t .  

Two  f oo t no t es  r ema i n :  in  1901 ,  Ma r y  Ca t he r wood  used  t he  W i l l i ams  s t o r y ,  

a l mos t  l i t e r a l l y  t r ansc r i bed  i n t o  f i c t i on ,  f or  he r  l as t  nove l  La z a r r e .  In  i t  

t he r e  i s  no  doub t :  W i l l i ams  and  t he  Dauph i n  a r e  one ;  b l anks  in  t he  r ecord  a r e  

i mag i na t i ve l y  f i l l ed - - w i t h  an  ea r l y  t r i p  to  F r anc e ,  whe r e  he  mee t s  t he  g i r l  who  

wou l d  become  h i s  w i f e ,  w i t h  h i s  se r v i ce  on  t he  Oh i o  f r on t i e r ,  i nc l ud i ng  t he  Ba t t l e  

o f  For t  Shephenson ,  and  t he  nove l  i nc l udes  f i na l  r ecogn i t i on  by  an  o l d  abbe  and  

by  W i l l i ams ' s  w i f e  t ha t  he  i s  i ndeed  t he  k i ng .  In  t he  nov e l ,  howeve r ,  t he r e  i s  

no  E l eaze r  W i l l i ams  g row i ng  i n to  l one l y ,  pe rhaps  f i t f u l ,  o l d  age  in  pu r su i t  o f  a  

d r eam  o r  a  f r aud ,  and  t he  nove l  ends  w i t h  t he  p rom i se  o f  happ i ness .  

The  second  f oo t no t e  be l ongs  to  Lou i s  B r on f i e l d .  In  The  F a r m ,  pub l i shed  i n  

1933 ,  t he  nove l  he  w ro t e  so  t ha t  h i s  ch i l d r en  i n  F r ance  m i gh t  c l a i m  t he i r  he r i t age ,  

he  has  h i s  f i c t i ona l  coun t e r pa r t ,  Johnny  W i l l i ngdon ,  r emembe r  t he  s t o r i es  anc i en t  

G r ea t - Aun t  Es t he r  t o l d  abou t  t wo  ha l f - c r a z ed ,  e l oquen t  p rophe t s  who  roamed  t he  

Oh i o  w i l de r ness  when  she  was  a  ch i l d .  One  was  Johnny  App l eseed ;  t he  o t he r  was  
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h i s f r i e n d ,  the Los t  Dauph in .  

L a t e r ,  i n P l easan t  V a l l e y ,  pub l i shed i n 1945 a f t e r he had come home t o 

c l a i m h i s own h e r i t a g e ,  B r om f i e l d r e t e l l s t he s t o r y ,  i n d e n t i f y i n g t he Dauphin 

o f h i s g r ea t  aun t ' s ( i n r e a l i t y .  Grea t  Aun t  M a t t i e ' s ) you t h as W i l l i a m s .  He 

recoun t s ,  t oo ,  an Ohio l egend t h a t  t he then Due de Cha t r es ,  l a t e r Lou i s P h i l i p p e ,  

had h i mse l f ,  wh i l e i n e x i l e ,  come to Ohio i n sea r ch o f h i s l o s t  cous i n and then 

had r epud i a t ed him .  

B r om f i e l d conc l udes w i t h a s t o r y wor thy o f the c on t r o v e r sy i t s e l f ;  when 

The Farm was pub l i shed i n France i n 1933 the con t r o ve r sy was reopened ,  and l ea rned 

a r t i c l e s pro ,  con ,  s k e p t i c a l ,  and i n t ense appeared ,  d i s c u s s i n g the i s s u e a t  g r ea t  

l eng t h .  

The ques t i on ,  however ,  rema i ns :  was W i l l i ams the Los t  Dauph in o r was he the 

f r o n t i e r conman o f Huck l eber ry F i nn and h i s c r i t i c s ? As B r om f i e l d conc l uded ,  no 

one can answer w i t h c e r t a i n t y .  Bu t  t he r e i s one t h i ng we can say w i t h c e r t a i n t y ,  

i n the face of the t h i r t y - s e v e n o r more compet ing European c l a i m a n t s ,  some of 

whom became no t or i ous i f not  p e r s u a s i v e ,  and i n s p i t e o f a vo lum inous European 

l i t e r a t u r e t h a t  l e d ,  i n 1905 ,  t o the es t ab l i shmen t  o f a s h o r t - l i v e d ,  t y p i c a l l y 

French l ea rned j o u r n a l ,  Revue H i s t o r i  que de l a Que t i on Lou i s X V I I .  

We can say ,  as the con t r o ve r sy and the myth and f i c t i o n o f the M idwes tern 

f r o n t i e r un i t e t o make c l e a r ,  t h a t  E l e a z e r W i l l i a m s ,  l o s t  dauph in or no t ,  conman 

or k i n g ,  o r someth ing of bo t h ,  was un i que l y our own,  a pa r t  o f our memorable ,  

useab l e pas t .  

M i ch i gan S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y 



Sydney Lea ' s The F l o a t i n g Cand l es 

by 

Bernard F.  Engel  

S i nce big-name commercial  p u b l i s h e r s w i l l  r a r e l y produce a bock o f poems,  

the u n i v e r s i t y p r e ss ,  once d i sm i ssed as "academ ic , " becomes an i mpor t an t  

v e h i c l e f o r ve r se w r i t e r s .  One o f t he b e t t e r s e r i e s o f books by con t emporary 

poe ts i s i ssued by t he U n i v e r s i t y o f I l l i n o i s .  A r ecen t  a d d i t i o n t o the I l l i n o i s 

Poe t s s e r i e s i s Sydney Lea ' s The F l o a t i n g Cand l es .  The paperback e d i t i o n before 

me has ample marg i ns ,  a c l ean t ype f a c e ,  and a b lue cover c a r r y i n g a s t y l i z e d 

r ep r esen t a t i on of the c o n s t e l l a t i o n Or i on--an a t t r a c t i v e p roduc t i on .  

Lea w r i t e s i n the p r e v a i l i n g t wen t i e t h cen t u ry manner ,  f r e q u e n t l y us i ng 

t r a d i t i o n a l  i amb i c t e t r ame t e r or pen t ame ter bu t  w i t h so much v a r i a t i o n t ha t  a 

poet  o f e a r l i e r gene ra t i ons m igh t  have d i f f i c u l t y accep t i ng t he l i n e s as 

l e g i t i m a t e .  L i k e h i s con t emporar i es ,  Lea wan ts to sugges t  someth ing of t r a d i t i o n 

w i t hou t  be ing t i e d to an abso l u t e s t r e s s coun t .  

I t ' s good t o have a t t r a c t i v e appearance and g r ea t  f l e x i b i l i t y i n po e t i c form .  

What  ma t t e r s ,  o f cou r se ,  i s the poe t ry .  Lea ' s book i s a r e p o r t ,  presumab ly au t o-

b i o g r a p h i c a l ,  of d i s c o v e r y ,  the record o f a speaker who beg i ns w i t h focus on h i s 

own abse r v a t i ons and f e e l i n g s bu t  f i n d s as he works through t hese t h a t  t here i s 

a l s o "a su b j e c t  ou t s i de /  the s e l f t h a t  engages more than the s e l f . " He l e a r n s 

the l esson argued two genera t i ons ago by Be r t r and R u s s e l l ,  bu t  o f t en over l ooked 

i n the l a s t  s e v e r a l  decades :  as l ong as t he r e i s a human communi ty ou t s i de the 

s e l f ,  s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n canno t  be t he supreme p r i n c i p l e o f e t h i c s .  

The r e a l i z a t i o n comes f i n a l l y t o him i n " B e l l a t r i x V i s i b l e :  Or i on i n the 

E a s t ,  Oc tober" as h i s f a m i l y s i t s down t o f e a s t  on the ducks ,  grouse ,  and wood-

cock o f the new season .  The r i s i n g of Or i on the Hun ter i n t he f a l l  sky ,  the 
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b lood o f the prey ,  and the though t  o f the f e a r ,  l u s t ,  s i n ,  and l o ve o f the 

human mind c on t r i b u t e t o the communion o f t he h e a r t ,  t ha t  "dark meat" t ha t  

i s "composed of e a r t h and a i r . " 

The wh i t eness of the s t a r s and o f a c l e a n l y gnawed bone r ep r esen t  an i d e a l  

of pure a t t a i nmen t  not  p o ss i b l e f o r the comp lex l i v i n g hea r t .  I t  s t ands f o r 

va l ues t h a t  the s e l f  can a r r i v e a t  on l y i n conce r t  w i t h t he o t he r s e l v e s o f home 

and f r i e n d s h i p s .  

O t hers a r e so i mpor t an t  t o the s e l f ,  i ndeed ,  t h a t  the nex t  poem i n the 

sequence ,  "The New Year :  1980," beg i ns w i t h a l i s t  o f names o f 21 f a m i l y members 

and f r i e n d s ( s e v e r a l  o f whom a re men t ioned i n o t he r poems) .  C i t a t i o n o f t h e i r 

names i s a s p e l l  t o ho l d i n a f f e c t i o n f o r a moment  the e x i s t e n c e s o f t hese o t her 

s e l v e s who c o n t r i b u t e e s s e n t i a l  warmth and grace t o the speaker ' s own e x i s t e n c e ,  

q u a l i t i e s he cou l d not  ob t a i n i n i s o l a t i o n .  

Love f o r the poe t ' s dead b r o t he r Mahlon causes him t o r e c a l l  i n the t i t l e 

poem a ch i l dhood even i ng when t oge t her t hey s e t  cand l es a f l o a t  on a c r eek ,  a 

p l a y f u l  a c t i o n t ha t  i s show ing how " t he sp l end i d can f l a r e /  desp i t e the f l ow /  o f 

the common.  .  ." demons t ra t es the adm i x t ure o f t he crude and the profound ,  o f 

f a c t  and s u b l i m i t y ,  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s human l i f e .  

Mahlon i s a l s o appa r en t l y the s u b j e c t  o f "D i rge f o r My B r o t he r :  Dawn t o 

Dawn," p resen t ed as the open ing poem i n t he book ,  perhaps because i t  i mp l i e s 

by i t s i n t i m a t i o n o f s l o g h t l y h y s t e r i c a l  e f f o r t  the speaker ' s i n a b i l i t y a t  the 

moment  t o pu t  i n t o words h i s sense o f l o s s .  O ther s e l v e s a l s o are the concern 

i n "A Na t u ra l  Shame." The.  speaker here i s a paren t  who,  hear i ng a no i se a t  

n i g h t ,  wo r r i e s t h a t  "wreck ,  gun ,  ep i dem i c" may be coming to h i s c h i l d r e n .  

Among o t he r t o p i c s a r e boyhood acqua i n t ances ,  f a m i l y r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  t he 

t emp t a t i on o f na t u r e ' s beau t i es bu t  the r e a l i t y o f o b l i g a t i o n s ,  and the surgeon ' s 
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con f r on t a t i on  w i t h  t he  " body  /  and  l ump i sh  b r a i n  /  and  un t r ue  d r e a m "  t ha t  c o m -

pose  a  s e l f .  " B e r n i e ' s  Q u i c k - s h a v e  ( 1968 ) "  a s k s  wh e t h e r  go i ng  abou t  r ou t i ne s  

de sp i t e  t he  b l ankne s s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  i s  c ou r a g e ,  o r  m e r e  i nab i l i t y  t o  do  any t h i ng  

abou t  t he  cond i t i ons  o f  l i v i ng .  

The  poe m s  a r e  s k i l l f u l ,  no t  a t  a l l  i m i t a t i ons  de sp i t e  oc c a s i ona l  e choe s  o f  

F r os t  and  Lo w e l l .  The  mo s t  unusua l  a r e  s ev e r a l  t ha t  dea l  w i t h  hun t i ng .  The  

r e ade r  e xpe c t s  t he  t w en t i e t h  c en t u r y  poe t  t o  have  v i e ws  p r ope r  t o  t he  l i be r a l  

hum an i s t - - t o  r eco i l  f r om  b l ood  spo r t s  and  t o  hono r  t hos e  s up e r - e n v i r on m e n t a l i s t s ,  

t he  " h i pp i e s "  ( Lea ' s  wo r d  f o r  t he m )  who  seek  t o  e s c ape  f r om  u r ban  soc i e t y  by  

a c t i ng  ou t  t he  l i f e  o f  t he  ha r d - s c r abb l e  N e w  Eng l and  f a r m e r .  

Bu t  Lea  ho l ds  t o  a  m y s t i qu e  o f  t he  c h a s e ,  and  cons equen t l y  spe a k s  i n  i m -

pa t i enc e  and  o f t en  i n  ange r  o f  t he  h i pp i e  who  i n  a t t e mp t i ng  t o  cons e r v e  w i l d -

l i f e  pos t s  " No  T r e spa s s i ng "  s i gns  on  h i s  l and  wh i l e  cu t t i ng  a w a y  t he  b r ush  t he  

de e r  f eed  o n .  

Hun t i ng  i s  no t  f o r  Lea  t he  m a cho  e x e r c i s e  i n  cou r age  and  phy s i c a l  e f f o r t  

t ha t  H e m i ngw a y  e x a l t s .  I t  i s  r a t he r  a  m e ans  o f  com mun i ng  w i t h  n a t u r e ,  a  pa t h  

t o  i nge s t i ng  t he  " b l ood "  t h a t ,  so  he  s e ems  t o  f e e l ,  i s  a  m y s t i c a l  l i nk  be t w e en  

human  and  an i ma l  l i f e  f o r m s ,  t he  v /or l d  o f  t h i s  e a r t h ,  and  e v en  t he  un i v e r s e  o f  

a s t r ono m y .  

I  c anno t  f o l l ow  Lea  i n  a l l  o f  t h i s .  Cou r age  come s  i n  on l y  when  wh a t  one  

cha s e s  can  shoo t  b a c k ,  and  v;e  wou l d  be  be t t e r  o f f  w i t hou t  r i t a l s  t ha t  r equ i r e  

k i l l i ng .  S i nc e  t h i s  pa r ag r aph  has  t he  r o l e  o f  n a y - s a y e r ,  I  w i l l  add  an  ob j e c t i on  

t o  R i cha r d  Ebe r ha r t ' s  pe r f unc t o r y  c o m p l i m e n t ,  quo t ed  on  t he  ba c k  c o v e r ,  de c l a r i ng  

t ha t  i n  Le a ' s  wo r k  " hun t i ng  be com e s  a  m e t a pho r  f o r  poe t r y  i t s e l f . "  Ebe r ha r t  i s  

t oo  good  a  poe t  and  c r i t i c  t o  d i s r ega r d  t he  f a c t  t ha t  when  Lea  t a l k  o f  hun t i ng ,  

he  t a l k s  o f  hun t i ng .  
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Lea  i s  a  f i ne  p o e t ,  one  v/ho  t u r ns  ou t  wh a t  Ebe r ha r t  r i gh t l y  c a l l s  poe ms  o f  

" mus cu l a r i t y  and  v i s i on . "  D i s ag r e e  he r e  and  t he r e  t hough  one  m a y ,  i t ' s  r ev / a rd-

i ng  t o  f i nd  v/ork  t ha t  mov e s  awa y  f r om  t he  common  p l a c e s  o f  " l i b e r a l "  t hough t  and  

i n t ens e  conc e r n  w i t h  t he  w r i t e r ' s  s e l f .  The  v e r s e  i s  wo r t h  r e ad i ng  and  r e r e a d i ng ,  

and  I l l i no i s  i s  t o  be  cong r a t u l a t ed  bo t h  f o r  r e cogn i z i ng  i t s  e s t he t i c  qua l i t y  and  

f o r  g i v i ng  i t  t he  handsom e  f o r m a t  o f  h i s  v o l u m e .  

M i ch i gan  S t a t e  Un i v e r s i t y  


