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'Football and Other Academic A r t s a t l i i c l i i g a n State U n i v e r s i t y 

Pauline G. Adams 

•'• and - I : ; 

iiiuma S. Thornton 

Sports news r a r e l y h i g h l i g h t s a d e s c r i p t i o n of the play, the 

scores of the day, the s k i l l of the p l a y e r s , the euphoria of the 

"happening." iiather, a t h l e t i c commercialization, v i o l e n c e on the 

f i e l d , and drug use o f f the f i e l d tend to be spotlighted . T h i s 

corruption, though most f l a g r a n t l y seen i n p r o f e s s i o n a l s p o r t s, i s 

not without colleg e dimensions. Conanercialization, v i o l e n c e , and 

drUfiS a s i d e , what i s the place of i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e sports i n a u n i -

v e r s i t y ? An examination of the i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e a t h l e t i c program at 

Michigan State U n i v e r s i t y r e v e a l s a coiauionality of i n t e r e s t between 

sports and other dimensions of the academic community, even the 

s o c i e t y beyond. 

iiut of a l l i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e s p o r t s , f o o t b a l l dominates; f o o t b a l l 

dominates at i i i c h i g a n S t a t e , as w e l l . However, f o o t b a l l did not 

r i s e e a s i l y or f u l l y dressed on Aggie s o i l . I t was n e i t h e r f u l l -

s u i t e d nor f u l l y equipped f o r almost a century a f t e r the college was 

es t a b l i s h e d . Quite the contrary, i t was p r e c i s e l y because l i i c h i g a n 

S t a t e was an a g r i c u l t u r a l college that i t was u n f i t t e d f o r an a c t i v e 

sports program. F i r s t , a l l students, men and women a l i k e , were r e -

quired to work three hours a day i n the bams and f i e l d s . Thus, l i t t l e 

time or energy was l e f t f o r sports. Second, a long vrinter v a c a t i o n 



whicu allowed students to teach i n coxmtry schools anu thus,,earn 

needed funds to continue t h e i r educations meant a f a l l tern too 

snort for participation i u the intercollegiat e football schedule. 

Third, the faculty, alumni, and governing board opposed a sports pro-

gram for fear that i t would introduce an imdesirable element into 

caiupus l i f e . As la t e as lo99, the Board held that "ilany coaches 

. . .were reputedly so intent on victo ry and therefore so accustom-

ed to dishonest practice that they would be a pernicious influence 

on cauipus" (iCuhn, p. 25i)). Fourth, since the overwhelming majority 

of Students cane from ilichigan farms, t h e i r experience and interes t 

i n physical a c t i v i t i e s were less l i k e l y to be i n organized sports. 

I t i s e n t i r e l y i n keeping with t h e i r backgrounds, for example, that 

the biggest sporting event reported for the year lo73 was "a match 

hunt between sophomore and junior teams on a f a l l Saturday which 

[baggedJ 79 s q u i r r e l s , 12 pigeons, 9 qu a i l , 4 turkeys, 6 partridges 

and 3 ducks" (Spartan Saga, p. 7 ) . 

Despite these hindrances, students as early as the 1360's 

(iiichigan A g r i c u l t u r a l College was founded i n lo55, one of the f i r s t 

a g r i c u l t u r a l colleges i n the country) began to agitate for more than 

"a gymnasium [consisting] of a trapeze and swinging rings suspended 

from campus trees . . . . [ B u t ] student petitions for the f i t t i n g of 

an indoor gymnasium were denied by a Board which thought the farm 

a healthier place to exercise and feared that sports might crowd 

out manual labor" (Kuhn, p. 134). 

Duriiig the lobOs, while football was developing rapidly i n 



l i n l v e r s i t i e s throughout the nation, i i i c h i g a n S t a te stuciertts c o n t i n -

ued to press. One such student, L i b e r t y Hyde B a i l e y , l a t e r world-

renowned f o r h i s h o r t i c u l t u r a l research and Wr i t i n g s , was then e d i -

tor of the Speculuiu, a l i t e r a r y and s c i e n t i f i c q u a r t e r l y , fourided in 

I M l . B a i l e y e d i t o r i a l i z e d : "TThy can we not fona a college a s s o c i a -

tion? . . .vihy should we be behind other colleges i n t h i s respect? 

At present, our sports are confined to an occasional 'scrub' game 

of b a s e b a l l , or a miscellaneous k i c k i n g of a f o o t b a l l . i\liy can not 

the energy displayed i n these games be organized and improved?" (Spar-

tan Saga, p. 7) . 

••''In 1595, Speculum published the r e s u l t s of a survey of twenty-

'five c o l l e g e s and found that "ours i s the only one which does nor 

siipport: a f o o t b a l l team" (Kuhn, p. 160); By the fol l o w i n g year, the 

long winte r v a c a t i o n , formerly from ixovember f i r s t to l a t e February, 

was abolished. The r e s u l t i n g longer f a l l teriii'allowed the-Aggifes to 

f i S M a f o o t b a l l team. '=They [stiai'ted] from almost scrdtfeh; Wot 

'dnly Was'the team inexperienced, not only were they too podt to era-

'pl6y a doach, but [ a t p r a c t i c e ] because there was'hO'secotid eleven, 

'tJieire was 'nothing to break our i n t e r f e r e n c e but-a bunch Of ever-

gF^eiis' and nothing to 'buck' but the v/ind" (Kuhn, p. 254). • -

By lo99, uoi^ever, thanks to the enthusiasm of President Snyder, 

who'had taken o f f i c e three years e a r l i e r , and Lodrd member L, Whife-

ney i / a t k i i i s , a recent graduate (1G93), the board accepted Rev, Charles 

aemies, a graduate of */estern Theological Seminary, to cOafeh s p o r t s , 

lead chapel, and d i r e c t the YliCA. Though be:.ies remained as coaeh 

^ o r O n l y ' i w o y e a r s , a s t a r t had been made. By 1900, again thanks 



t o l J a t k i n s , the Board purchased a 13-acre t r a c t for sports. .Michi-

gan State football was launched, by 1915, vjhen Snyder l e f t the 

presidency, a t h l e t i c competition had become an integral part of caia-

pus l i f e , though i t s t i l l hau a long way to go to make i t s raark on 

the nation's playing f i e l d s . And i t was an agonizingly long period 

of deprivation. Beginning i n 1916> for the next sixteen seasons, 

the green and white scored j u s t one home touchdowti against " i t s most 

treasured opponent [the University of Michigan]'' (Kxihn, p. 323). 

Throughout t h i s period, almost to the eve of World War I I , poor 

football scheduling helped perpetuate the lean Spartan pickings. 

Even neighboring opponent, the University of liichigan, caade only 

one football v i s i t to Last Lansing between 1914 and 1943. Tnat one 

v i s i t , i n 1924, was to i n i t i a t e a new stadium wnich Governor Gros-

beck hoped would enable il.A.C. to schedule strong teams at home and 

thus shed "the t r a d i t i o n of a 'cow college"' (Kuhn, p. 329), 

Unfortunately, Governor Grosbeck's hopes for Hichigan State: 

were not f u l l y or iianiediately realized. The hunger for winning teams 

for wider recognition," for a unifying campus enthusiasm, for respecta 

b T l i t y as an i n s t i t u t i o n of higher learning became increasingly i n -

tense. This hunger was made more acute by the long-standing r i v a l r y 

between M.A.C. and the U. of l i . I t was John A. Hannah who was par-

t i c u l a r l y s e n s i t i ve to t h i s hunger and saw the way to appease i t , 

-Hannah had become president i n 1941, af t e r s i x years as secretary of 

the governing board. Charles Bachman, head football coach from 1933 

to 1946 and Hannah's good friend, recalle d Hannah saying, "liichigan 

State i s a diamond i n the rough; a l l i t needs i s a football victory 



over .iichigan—no, two v i c t o r i e s so people w i l l not say i t was a 

fluke--and the college w i l l become a great educational i n s t i t u t i o n . 

According to Bachiaan, iiannah realized the value i^otre Dame and Mich-

igan received from 'free football advertising' and 'he chose that 

path to ijol i s h the diamond'" (Shapiro, p . 30). Taough Hannah re-

futes i3aciunan's memory, Beth Shapiro, i n an as yet unpublished doc-

t o r a l thesis e n t i t l e d Intercollegiate A t h l e t i c s and Big Time Sport 

at Michigan State University: or "The difference Between Good and 

Great I s a L i t t l e Extra E f f o r t " notes that i n nearly every speech 

"before an a t h l e t i c group Hannah indicated that he believed i n t e r -

collegiate .athletics to be a positive influence on college campuses 

because competitive sports u n i f i e s student, fac u l t y , townspeople, 

and alumni.in a way no other a c t i v i t y can" (Shapiro, pp. 30-1). 

Hannah, who came out of the land grant t r a d i t i o n i n higher 

education and carried to the presidency of Michigan State Univer-

s i t y h i s b e l i e f that there should be no disharmony of interests 

between campus and of f campus, r e f l e c t s that b e l i e f i n his attitude 

towards the role of sports. Hannah's philosophy can be stmimarized 

as follows: Sports i n general, and football most p a r t i c u l a r l y , 

support the p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t s of the tiniversity ( i . e . , broad 

recognition and stature i n the wider community); sports also support 

the f i n a n c i a l i nterests of the university ; i n addition, sports sup-

port the goal of a democratic society within the xmiversity ( i . e . , 

on the team, as i n the stadium, a l l are welcome regardless of race, 

color, creed, or status as long as the players have the requisite 

s k i l l and the spectators have the requisite entrance t i c k e t ) ; 



f i n a l l y , sports support the goal of unifying students, faculty, 

alumni, townspeople, and a more distant public; not only are a l l 

these peripheral objectives of a university potentially enhanced by 

sports, but sports need not run counter to the primary goal of a 

university—academic excellence. To put i t Eomewhat differently, ^ 

sports can supply a people glue. 

Evidence of the iiaportance of the football program to the 

community i s most often observed among shopkeepers, restaurahteurs, . 

and other members of the Dov/ntovm Coaches Club, etc. Football lore 

even insinuates i t s e l f into the personal h i s t o r i e s of former players 

long afte r their cleats have been stored. A man's football' prowess 

gave meaning to his l i f e and recognition in the community. For 

Instance, i n an obituary that appeared in the State Journal (May . 

17, 1939) of Adelbert i>. Van Dervoort, the following notice was 

taken: 

vrnile a student at Michigan State College he won fame 
>• as a football player . . . .[He] was a l e t t e r winner 

as a guard on teams i n 1914, '15, '16, and, retum-
ving i-iiTom the war, again in 1919. . . . Re played on 
the team that beat University of ilichigan 24-0 i n 

: .191i-5. Friends r e c a l l that he was the second member 
of that team to have died recently. Bob Hubbell, • 
quarterback, died in Califojmia two months ago. 

I Van Dervoort's]' sports interest was largely con- ' 
" -;icentrated on football . . . .He was the founder and 

organizer of the Downtown Coaches' Club . . . . S e l - ' 
dom absent when Michigan State played a home game^ 
he had won the t i t l e of £̂ o. 1 Spartan fan . . . . • 

•''•^) :'• Otte of his hobbies was giving dinners for 
football players . . . . 

Michigan State's entry into the Big Ten i n 1949 was, in 

Hannah's eyes the open sesame for achieving his v i s i o n . And i t 

worked, boosting Michigan State onto the national scene. "The 



effect of membership was invigorating, bringing v/ith i t [the] new 

c r i t e r i a [of the Big Ten] by which to judge [not only the sports 

program but] faculty, l i b r a r y , scholarship, and academic purpose 

[as w e l l ] " (Kuhn,p. 46b). 

This view of the role of sports, most often football, at Mich-

igan State percolates throughout the universit y community and i n t e r -

estingly enough i s found i n student f i c t i o n i n the post-World War I I 

period. According to our research, f i v e novels, each with a campus 

setting, have been published by M.S.li. students during t h i s period. 

They d i f f e r widely i n content, s t y l e , and tone; each r e f l e c t s the 

author's personal experience as w e l l as the decade i n which each 

was written. However, a l l r e f l e c t Michigan State's campus scene 

to some degree, and three of the f i v e r e f e r to a football Saturday. 

A Gradual Joy by Alma Routsong (1953), the f i r s t of these novels 

to be published, described ti.S.U.'s campus i n 1946-1948. I t i s a 

story about two World War I I veterans: i n a naval hospital, Jim 

Seton, a iiarine wounded at Iwo Jima, meets Henrietta, a WAVE who 

wants to become a surgeon. Their story i s one of boy meets g i r l ; 

boy marries g i r l ; boy and g i r l return to college, Michigan State; 

g i r l drops out of school to have a baby; g i r l abandons career plans. 

What Routsong does best i n t h i s novel i s recreate the ddily d e t a i l s 

that made up the l i v e s of G.I. B i l l of Rights students, p a r t i c u l a r l y 

at Michigan State. Routsong f e l t impelled i n recreating the campus 

scene to describe a football Saturday. 



H e n r i e t t a saw har f i r s t f o o t b a l l games on those 
Saturdays. The Setont; v:ent w i t h ^tl'.alr neighbors] 
the Posts. . . . The roads vjould be f u l l of student 
veterans, most of theiu wearing, s t i l l t h e i r army clothes 
w i t h dark, new places where tbe i n s i g n i a had been taken 
o f f . Only the wives added color, and then not rcuch 
because most of then; seemed to have discovered that 
black i s a p r a c t i c a l color f o r poor people, s i n c e i t 
goes w i t h everything = The xcivea c a r r i e d olive-drab 
anny blankets and l i t t l e bags f u l l of diapers and 
baby b o t t l e s , and the men c a r r i e d the a c t u a l babies. 
iioay babies, whose h e a l t h was perhaps even amazing, 
considering that the unifonr. f a i i d l y income was n i n e t y 
d o l l a r s a month. J i m was almost ashamed of h i s good, 
c a s u a l , c i v i l i a n c l o t h e s . 

As they approached the stadium, they began to mix 
w i t h the better-healed people from town and the dormi-
t o r i e s . I t began to look l i k e a f o o t b a l l crowd then, 
w i t h pennants .v-j chrysanthemums, fvir coats, an occa-
s i o n a l w h i f f of f i n e aphrodisiac perfume. Jim was 
always happy. The band played, and although he would 
have sworn he would foreve r hate any music having 
the t i n i e s t m i l i t a r y or luarching suggestion i n i t , 
he found that he l i k e d t h i s music as much as he ever 
had as a freshman, and when the teams came t r o t t i n g 
onto the f i e l d , he cheered. 

They v/ere fortixnate, every game, i n having be-
hind them experts who discussed the i n t r i c a c i e s of 
each play even to Zhe point of p r e d i c t i n g from the 
s k e t c h i e s t eviuenc>^. what the play would be. VJatch 
Guerre, they would sffj. I t ' r . going through the 
middle. Jim, hir/ing looked tonward to e x p l a i n i n g the 
game to l i e n r i e t t a , re.-ented the s i l e n c e these experts 
forced on him, but, he l i s t e n e d to them, and found 
t h e i r always accurate conr:ents h e l p f u l . 

ITie f i r s t gcv.ae V7hen State achieved, toward the 
iend of the f i r s t quarter, i t s f i r s t touchdown, and 
the baiid played the l i t t l e snatch of State's f i g h t 
isong: 

F i g h t , f i g h t , come on, team f i g h t 1 
V i c - t o - r e e f o r MSG? 

Jim was astonished at how glad he was. lie and Tom 
thumped each other on the. back, singing and shouting, 
••Good boy, v/onderful, hooray!" d e n i i e t t a , looking 
almost t e r r i f i e d , l i k e a country c h i l d on a c i t y street,-
asked L i v y , who was chouti-ng too, '*uliat i s i t ? How 
can they care? VJliat d i f f e r e n c e does i t make? Good God. 



" I t doesn't make any d i f f e r e n c e at a l l . wot a 
darned b i t . dot a b i t . t u t you're supposed to l e t 
y o u r s e l f forget t h a t . I t ' s l i k e poetry--a w i l l i f i g 
suspension of d i s b e l i e f , iioorayl Good boy I " LiVy 
s a i d . (p. bO) 

r i e n r i e t t a ' s question about the f o o t b a l l game, "VJhat d i f f e r -

ence does i t make?'" can be asked of the author and her i n c l u s i o n 

of t h i s p a r t i c u l a r d e s c r i p t i o n . How did the Saturday f o o t b a l l 

experience a f f e c t the characters or the p l o t or the therae of the 

sto r y ? The answer i s L i v y ' s answer to He n r i e t t a , namely, " I t 

doesn't make any d i f f e r e n c e a t a l l . " Yet Routsong could not omit 

the f o o t b a l l Saturday. Tlie f o o t b a l l Saturday became a s i n g l e t e l l i n g 

moment of college l i f e . I t provided a people glue. However, i t 

was only i n c i d e n t a l to the author's purpose which was, i n p a r t : 

. . .to p r a i s e t h i s generation of wonderful young men, 
who fought w i t h a bravery that awes anyone who cares 

"̂"̂  ' to think i t over, and then came home im b r u t a l i z e d , un-
dramatic, and went to school or wofk,' or, often, both 
simultaneously. I wanted to show the taxpayer one of 
the things h i s taxes go f o r , to help him not to begrudge 
the G.I. hill of xiights. (p. 200) 

l^hereas A Gradual Joy i s a r e a l i s t i c p i c t u r e of the returned 

*Vlteran from World VJar I I on the I l i c h i g a n S t a te campus, i;io T r a n s f e r , 

by Stephen Walton, published i n 1S67 w h i l e he was s t i l l an under-

gradiiate, i s an a l l e g o r i c a l novel set i n an i n d e f i n i t e f u t u r e . 

Walton envisions a place c a l l e d .lodem U n i v e r s i t y (K.U.) that 

portends what the author f e a r s w i l l be the path to s u r v i v a l i n a 

"flawed modem world."' I n t h i s iraagined u n i v e r s i t y , the president 

describes the S e l f - L i s c i p l i n e Plan, x^fhica he c a l l s "the soul of 

Hodem U n i v e r s i t y . " President C l a r k t e l l s the incoming fresiimen: 



You w i l l not be allowed to t r a n s f e r to other i n s t i t u t i o n s 
. . .A few of you w i l l provide S e l f - D i s c i p l i n e Lessons 
f o r your f e l l o w students. [Each quarter one of you 
whose grade average f a l l s i n the unacceptable category 
w i l l be chosen by l o t to be g u i l l o t i n e d before the 
assembled student body.] Others of you w i l l bear the 
ult i m a t e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r presenting such lessons. 
[Your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i f your name i s s e l e c t e d by l o t 
from those i n the top grade category w i l l be that of 
executioner.] (p. 31) 

I hope t i i a t at l e a s t some of you have leanie d by now 
that nothing i s f r e e i n t h i s world. You are provided 
here w i t h the best f a c u l t y and f a c i l i t i e s p o s s i b l e . 
You are bound only by the minimum r u l e s necessary to 
maintain simple order. You are placed i n an environ- , 
ment that may seem to some of you more l i k e a country 
club or perhaps even a r e d - l i g h t d i s t r i c t , than a xani-
v e r s i t y . You are tr e a t e d as a d u l t s , vjhich implies a 
c e r t a i n r i s k . But. you shox^ld not be gambling with., 
yourselves. 

We b e l i e v e that Modem U n i v e r s i t y , w i t h i t s S e l f -
D i s c i p l i n e F l a n , provides the t r a i n i n g and background 
best s u i t e d to s u r v i v a l i n our flawed modem world--
and to success i n i t , i f you want i t . (p. 32) 

Though Waltop's u n i v e r s i t y i s f i c t i o n a l , any iii c h i g a n S t a t e r 

would have a sense of deja vu wh i l e reading h i s d e s c r i p t i o n s , 

i i i c h i g a n S t a t e 's anonymous presence i s s\ammoned up most obviously 

when Walton describes a f o o t b a l l Saturday, even though, as he de-

s c r i b e s i t , i t i s completely i r r e l e v a n t to h i s theme and purpose. 

That,weekend brought the f i r s t home f o o t b a l l game 
. . . . [Gary] had v/ith him a couple of r o l l s of 
t o i l e t paper to throw as streamers. He'd been meai^irig 
to l i f t them from the f l o o r supply room, the place 
where you got such r e f i l l s , along w i t h l i g h t bulbs 

' and cleaning su p p l i e s. But t h i s morning the Floor 
Supervisor iiad come down the h a l l passing out two 
r o l l s a t each room. Enthusiasm was apparently ex-
pected . . . . Gary and [ h i s date] Joyce found that 
the only speed they could move at was that of the 
pack. T h i s was acceptable, as everyone was heading . 
f o r the stadium and they were on time . . . . 



I t was p e r f e c t v/eather f o r f o o t b a l l , c o l d but with a 
c l e a r sky and a l l outdoors i n Kodachrouie c o l o r . Pro-
gram vendors s i t u a t e d along the cement walk from Tov/er 
to stadiuai were doing a b r i s k b u siness. So v.^ere pova-
poiii s e l l e r s and g i r l s w i t h ^ r e a t bunches of hu^e v/hite 
flovi^ers w it h black .^'c painted on them. Gary bought 
a prograia and a poui-pom, . . . He bought one of the 
painted f l o v 7 e r s - - s o a i 3 h o w thoy reminded hiia of tue 
souvenir t u r t l e s - - a n d nad to stop to fumble to get 
i t pinned to the j a c k e t of J o y c e ' s tweeu s u i t . . . . 

He surrendered t h e i r t i c k e t s a t the s a t e and £;ot h a l f 
of each back. Before i^oinfj to t h e i r s e a t s they stop-
ped a t an i n s i d e concession stand, he got a "Beat the 
I r i s h " button f o r h J . u s e l f - - F r a z i e r had made himself a 
cardboard button saying 'T'cat Our Lady," but that was 
perhaps a l i t t l e too nvuch. He bought caramel corn and 
pop-top Buds f o r Joyce and himself . . . . They found 
t h e i r way to t h e i r .jeats i n the fresiiman s e c t i o n , the 
end zone. The ct.cdiuru was f i l l i n g f a s t . Ihiere xi;as a 
la r g e contingent i n the v i s i t o r ' s stand, i n c l u d i n g a 
pep banc that was not ibout to allow the crowd to go 

.long without music. 

They opened t h e i r beer cans . . . . P s t , p s t , and they 
were, s i t t i n g thera i n the confusion they'd brought with 
thea, sipping beer v/hile j u g g l i n g the pom-pom and both 
looking a t the program. 

before long, i t got s t a r t e d . The IiU band t r o t t e d i n , 
with black uniforms laden with s i l v e r b r a i d , followed 
by leaping c h e e r l e a d e r s . Tnere was quick marching, 
the f a m i l i a r v i c t o r y song addressed to the v i s i t o r s , 
raore marching, t w i r l e r s t o s s i n g batons high i n t o the 
a i r , then r e l a t i v e order with the band formed a t the 
center of the f i e l d and the crowd standing for' the 
National /*nthem and the r a i s i n g of the f l a g . I ' i t h 
everyone s t i l l standing, the l i U alma mater came next, 
Gary and Joyce followed the l y r i c s i n the program, 
her v o i c e was high, c l e a r , anu s l i g h t l y o f f K e y . 
h i s baritone was a l i t t l e f a r t h e r o f f , out good and 
loud. Then there was the HU f i g h t song, ciieering, 
and then t i i e band took i t s s e a t s and everyone s a t 
down again. The s t a r t i n g line-ups were announced, 
v i s i t o r s and defenders ciieered by t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 
f a c t i o n s . The k i c k - o f f v/s.,? decided--iiU r e c e i v i n g - -
and the crowd s'ccod co hold up i t s thumbs and go 
' s s s s s s s s s s B c i O i a l ' I t was a hard, f a s t game. . . . 
.leither s i d e showed too much h e s i t a t i o n about f o u l i n g , 
and scores grew r a p i d l y . 



Joyce was f r a n t i c , outsbouting Gary, who was himself 
going V7ilu. Singing, shouting, x-javing yori-poiis and 
tossin^^ t o i l e t paper served as eiaotional o u t l e t s for 
the cool young men i n biaci; and s i l v e r down on the 
f i e l d . They iiiight as V 7 e l l t e a r out the s e a t s , Gary 
thought, we spenu more tiiac standing than s i t t i n g , 
lib touchdowns x-jon him emphatic i f badly aiiaed k i s s e s 
from Joyce. The noise i n the stadium would have 
frightened anyone vrho didn't know wbn*- was going on. . • . 

The iiU band put on a f i n e show at h a l f time, songs 
current and marching p r e c i s e , g i v i n g Gary's throat 
a r e s t . Then the garae s t a r t e d again. Gary was sure 
he couldn't shout any more, but he did. Tliere were 
airhorns and trumpets i n the stands to support the 
c a l l s of the crcvid. 

I t looked l i k e i t  Wi^s going to L«. a t i e . But "nO got 
the b a l l and Vept I t , and there was an eighty-yard 
run, g i v i n g a  t ouch r t oTm i n the l i i s t f i v e seconds. A 
damn f i n e game. 

Everybody was star\dir!g and there was shouting and 
l a s t r o l l s of t o i .et paper being tossed and Joyce 
was hugging him and screaming happily i n t o h i s ear. 
Then everybody i r t e n l e a v i n g , hanging onto her 

' hana, he l e d the way do\ over the bleachers and 
: out. She took h i s a m and held i t t i g h t to her 

f o r the walk back to the tower. They headed for ; 
one of the s i r s l i c r bars f-yx celebr atory beers, 
(p. 77-dO pa s s i n ) 

The author's c a u s t i c pen does not extend to the r o l e of foot-

b a l l at the u n i v e r s i t y . F o o t b a l l as described above was a healthy 

r e l e a s e f o r the student body. Thnt f o o t b a l l Saturday was not an 

i l l u s t r a t i o n of blood and gore, kather i t v/as e x l i i l a r a t i n g , and 

i r o n i c a l l y i n t h i s s t o r y , i t war. huraanizing. Duncan Chase, the 

wise upperclassman n a r r a t o r , sums; i t up: "The rah-rah [of the 

f o o t b a l l game i s ] the ine3:pf=r5si'^e drug c f the undergraduate." 

He recognizes "the tbar.-::psvt; values of r e l a x a t i o n and recrea-

tion" and, i n h i s case, i n able to l i v r unthreatenad, secure 

from e i t h e r the higb ret or lowest, grade categories. Thus, once 
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again, the presence of f o o t b a l l i n a novel by an i i . S . U . student, 

though i n c i d e n t a l , r e f l e c t s i t s benign presence on the i i . S . U . 

campus, p l a y i n g the r o l e P r e s i d e n t Hannah foresaw. 

The t h i r d novel, Gotcha, Gipper, published i n 1974, i s a 

c o l l a b o r a t i v e e f f o r t of tvro alumni, Owen Franks and Arnold S , 

i i i r s c h . I t i s completely centered on f o o t b a l l a t Michigan S t a t e ; 

t ioore a c c u r a t e l y , i t i s about i l i c h i g a n S t a t e ' s opening f o o t b a l l 

game wi t h v^iamber 1-rated J o t r e Dame as the book a n t i c i p a t e s the 

1977 season. IJhereas i i i c h i g a n S t a te went through a f o o t b a l l famine 

i n the f i r s t h a l f of the century, the f o o t b a l l f e a s t that replaced 

i t i s c e l e b r a t e d i n t h i s novel. Tne authors dedicated t h e i r book 

"to the a t h l e t i c departments of two legendary f o o t b a l l powers, 

Michigan S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y and the U n i v e r s i t y of ilotre Darnel Con-

tinued success , g u y s l " Thus the authors pay obeisance to the im-

portance of f o o t b a l l i n t h e i r l i v e s as students. Follov/ing the 

d e d i c a t i o n page there i s an epigraph t h a t , with i t s t r i p l e en-

tendre, s e t s the theme of the novel: 

For i t ' s tiot whether 
You win or l o s e - -
But how w e l l you 
Play the Darnel 

The novel opens with the coaches bemoaning the low c a l i b e r of 

t h e i r p l a y e r s . " I think they're too n i c e . . . . They're not 

f o o t b a l l p l a y e r s , they're a bunch of easy-going n i c e k i d s whose 

horiaones j u s t happened to get high on vitamins when they reached 

puberty. I a c t u a l l y think they're a f r a i d of h u r t i n g somebody" 

(p. 2 0). To make matters worse, the quarterback has j u s t broken 



h i s l e g i n p r a c t i c e . At that monijut, a b e a u t i f u l co-ed s t r o l l s 

across the now empty  p r a c t i c e f i e l d . Ilr.wkins, the l i n e coach and 

connoisseur of the fomalc  h a l f of  t ao . hutaan race. 

y e l l e d acrors the f i e l d  a t tho  b o n a f i d e , c e r t i f i e d 10 
[whom he, had yet to ii:es!:j , ''Oh, men. excuse  u i e , but 
could you  p l ecz i :  g e t  xxa that f c c t l ^ a l i . near you?" 

j: t  ; The 10  Tvr i r'-cvl  a  f e \ ^ yarde  t o hor r i g h t , picked up 
a p r a c t i c e b a l l that >'.ai been l e f t on the f i e l d " , and 

: ; asked i n a V c i r y KP.3J.cal v o i c e , 'This one?'' 
'•'Yes, please." respoudsd Hcoocklns. "Could you 

! bring i t here, oiea'sa?" 
The  10  t h e n very  c a l m l y y e l l e d , "Catch!" She 

..assumed  t h e clasa.Lc  p a n s i n g p o s i t i o n , cocked her right, 
ana and threw the f o o t b a l l . The sphcrcid became a i r -

: borne  l i k e no frnialc-thror.'n pigs  h a d svar become 
airborne, l l i i s was  n o .«;idc-armed h a l f - t o s s . I t was 

•an over  t h e - t c p-of - . t h a-eax,  foilers' i M l-th . TC i i^h beauty. 
L i k e a n i s s l / e , tha  b a l l rose I t i a p e r f e c t c p i r a l and 
c a r r i e d u5  yzvds before  h i t i:i-ng a mesmerized Jim Haw-
kin s f u l l i n  t h a chesir.. (p. 30c.) 

The coaches  dzc i d^  t o  x i aa I r e n e , t h i s  w o i i d e r  X'joman  c o-ed, 

as t i i e i r very s e c r e t  w e a p o n  i xgaxnr / c  i ' iOt re  u - ^ma  t h a t  c c n i i n g Sat-

urday. The r e s t  o? : . t h t t^i v e l c c x i c a l l y developt; t h i s b a s i c joke. 

At the end, i n  a c a r e f u l l y d e t a i l e d  d e G c r i p t l c t i of the f i n a l min-

utes of play,  t h e  r e a d e r ' s crpect:<-it;io:*f . are f u l f i l l e d . Thanks 

to I r e n e ' s quarterbackirii^, a f t e r the tcau;  b e g g e d a r e l u c t a n t 

coach to put her i n •;he  ga r l i c , i.',S U.  9 o n 15-IV. Tho novel  i s a 

lov i n g  . s p G o f of the gaoio and r e f l e c t s ;:hs :;1uKni  ^ .V-thors'.. own 

enjoyment and  l i g h t l i e a r v c d n e s a ,  b o t h i n respect to the game and 

t h e f w r i t i n g of  t h e  n o v e l .  

• j ; . .  i-Qnce  a g a i r i , th?  g v i s t a i t of f o o t b a l l a t Hichigan S t a t e , as 

re v e a l e d by student vjriUer^, 1^  n o t tncciis i s  t r . A t v;ith President 

iiannah's perspective CD the  r o l e  o f sportr. as a u n i f y i n g , energizing, 

s t i u i u l a t i n g , positive, f o r c e . 



The f i n a l two novels, both hard-boiled d e t e c t i v e yams, 

v;ere x^rritten by iirad Lang: Crockett on the Loose was published 

ui iJl'j and Crockett: The P e r d i t i o n Lxpress was published i n 1976. 

I n tne t r a d i t i o n of t h e i r genre, the novels are f i l l e d with drugs, 

v i o l e n c e , and murder. They take place i n a u n i v e r s i t y town very 

iuu^:h an amalgamation of liast Lansing and Lansing. P a r a d o x i c a l l y , 

these v i o l e n t novels do not mention, f o o t b a l l at a l l . I t would 

appear tiiat tue c h a r a c t e r s are top oyerwhelraingly involved i n the 

sports o f f campus--drugs, a l c o h o l , sex-- to be swept up by a 

f o o t b a l l Saturday. 

^nevertheless, the ways i n which f o o t b a l l can e x p l o i t both 

olayers and p u b l i c have been addressed by commissions, r e p o r t e r s , 

n o v e l i s t s , and movie makers. The commercialism of c o l l e g e foot-

b a l l i s a t t e s t e d to by r e c u r r i n g c o n f l i c t s i n v o l v i n g the NCAA, 

the CFA (Coll e g e F o o t b a l l A s s o c i a t i o n ) , ABC, CBS, and iiBC. The 

v o l e n e e of the game, infamous; the drugs, p e r v a s i v e . I n the 

f i c t i o n x ^ i t t e n by Michigan S t a t e students i n the post-lJorld 

War I I e r a, however, the e x p l o i t a t i v e , commercial, and v i o l e n t 

aspects have been minimized. Ins t e a d , the r o l e of f o o t b a l l i n 

campus l i f e tends to r e i n f o r c e the idea of a people glue gen-

erated by the strong sports program that f i n a l l y came to M i c h i -

gan S t a t e . 

r; . l i i c h i g a n S t a te U n i v e r s i t y 



Christopher G i s t , Benjamin L i n c o l n , and The Opening of the iiidwect 

J a v i d D. Anderson 

The h i s t o r y of American l i t e r a t u r e begins w i t h the t r a v e l 

j - i t e r a t u r e of the f i f t e e n t h , s i x t e e n t h , and seventeexith c e n t u r i e s , 

the r e p o r t s , the j o u r n a l s , the promotional t r a c t s , and the l e t t e r s 

t h a t , beginning w i t h Columbus i n 1493 and extending through the 

works of John Smith, Thomas l i a r i o t , and others, record the i n i -

t i a l impact of the American wilderness and i t s p r i m i t i v e i n h a b i -

t a n t s upon the s o p h i s t i c a t e d members of an advanced xvestem Euro-

pean c u l t u r e . The record of that impact i s often d i f f i c u l t to 

^ i n d — l l a r i o t , f o r example, one of the most perceptive and pre-

c i s e European observers, i s v i r t u a l l y unknown and unread t o d a y — 

and d i f f i c u l t to read and i n t e r p r e t i n the l i ^ h t of three cen-

t u r i e s of accumulated knowledge, but i t s subject matter i s as 

e x c i t i n g as the e r a out of v/hich i t came as i t describes the 

atteiapt to ere ct an o r d e r l y European s o c i e t y i n the American ~~ — 

^.jllderness. , i 

Tue substance of which epics are made, these e a r l y American 

documents--American i n subject matter and i n the v i s i o n of abun-

dance and opportunity which they p o r t r a y - - e s t a b l i s h e d the tone 

of a l a t e r v i t a l , uniquely American l i t e r a t u r e , a l i t e r a t u r e of 

optimism, of c o n f l i c t , of f a i t h i n the f u t u r e , of the eventual 

human v i c t o r y over environmental h o s t i l i t y and economic and 

p o l i t i c a l tyranny. 
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A p a r a l l e l p attern e x i s t s i n the l i t e r a t u r e - - a g a i n , r e p o r t s , 

j o u r n a l s , promotional t r a c t s , and l e t t e r s - - t h a t ciarics the i n i t i a l 

aioveiaent from a r e l a t i v e l y s t a b l e , o r d e r l y , i n c r e a s i n g l y Ameri-

can s o c i e t y east of the Appalachians to the v/ilderness beyond 

i n tlie second h a l f  o f the eighteenth century. L a r l i e r , the J e -

s u i t r l e l a t i o n s of the seventeetith century were records of the 

attempt by the Church l i i l i t a n t to win the Great Lakes country 

f o r C h r i s t an.l f o r Louis XIV, f o r the ancien regime of an o ld 

order. Tne d e l a t i o n s reiaain a remarkable i n t r o d u c t i o n to the 

n a t u r a l and e t h n o l o s i c a l record of a s u b s t a n t i a l p ar t of the 

worth American wilderness and of a dream that never became r e -

a l i t y , but the l i t a r a r y remains of those  v7ho came l a t e r , from 

eastern English-speaking settlements, permanently e s t a b l i s h e d 

and r a p i d l y becoming American, t e l l a d i f f e r e n t s t o r y , that 

of the attempt - - f o r e 3n r.doving success-- to v/in a new country 

f o r a new people. 

L i k t th-.^ir siiccoentb and seventeenth century predecessors, 

the t r a v e l l i t e r a t u r e of the Old West i n the eighteenth century. 

i s e x c i t i n g and epic, murh  o f i t l i t t l e known, more of i t un-

known, deposing i n the dusty archives  o f h i s t o r i c a l s o c i t i e s , 

often unlaiown to the a r c h i v i s t s , t h e i r authors sometimes promi-

nent i n t h e i r day but forgotten i n ours, these documents mark a 

beginning i n subject matter, determination, and f a i t h as s u r e l y 

as did those of Smith and H a r i o t , the beginning of a Uestern, and, 

by the middle of the nineteenth century, a iiidwestern l i t e r a t u r e . 

Two of those documents, those of Christopher G i s t ' s journey 



i n the Ohio V a l l e y i n 1753 and Benjamin L i n c o l n ' s mission to the 

Indians of the moutn of the ixaumee (then iiia r a i ) R i v e r at Sandusky, 

a t r a d i n g post i n what i s now Jorthvjestern Ohio f o r t y years l a t e r , 

were ueposited i n the a r c n i v e s of liassachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Society 

i l l l i i 3 5 , published i n the Society's C o l l e c t i o n s t h a t same year as 

h i s t o r i c a l c u r i o s i t i e s , and forgotten. But i n them the c o n t r a s t i n g 

f l a v o r s of the times, the missions, the t e r r i t o r y , and the authors 

are evident as tv/o ear].y cnapters i n the evolution of the land. 

Contrasting, too, i s the f i g u r e of George Washington—hajor \Jash» 

ington i n 1753, President -Jashington i n 1793--in the background 

of each, images l o s t i n the man become myth. 

G i s t , bcrn i n Harylaad, c i r c a 170t and dead of smallpox i n 

e i t h e r South C a r o l i n a or Georgia i n 1759, was a frontiersman i n 

tne m y t h i c a l t r a d i t i o n that surrounds b a n i e l Boone, and i n f a c t , 

he explored northern Kentucky eighteen years before lioone. L i n -

c o l n , conversely, was a Hew Lnglander who shared i n the defeats, 

the shame, and the eventual v i c t o r y of the Revolution, r i s i n g 

from xiajor General of iiassachusetts i i i l i t i a to Secretary of J a r 

unaer the C o r t i n e n t a l Congress and commander of Massachusetts 

troops i n the suppression of Shay's r e b e l l i o n i n 17o7. G i s t 

was and remained a frontiersman of whom l i t t l e i s knovm, spend-

ing mxich of h i s l i f e beyond the mountains and the periphery of 

c i v i l i z a t i o n i n western Pennsylvania, Ohio, iCentucky, Tennessee, 

and Georgia, often w i t n or cr. missions to the Indians . L i n c o l n ' s 

record, that of the aecond rank of men who made the nation, i s 

complete, as are the records of h i s s e r v i c e as l i e u t e n a n t gov-



emor of i i a s s a c a u s e t t s , me;aber of the C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Convention, 

c o l l e c t o r of the port of Boston, and agent of the f e d e r a l govern-

ment. He died, reportedly p e a c e f u l l y , at home i n Boston i n IBIO. 

G i s t ' s mission i n 1753, apparently the only one during which 

he kept a j o u r n a l , was seemingly simple and iramediate: to guide 

I'iajor Washington, an emissary of the V i r g i n i a government at Williams -

burg, to t r e a t w i t h the French comnandant at F o r t Le Boeuf on the 

Ohio iviver, the f o r t that c o n t r o l l e d the Ohio country and denied 

i i n g l i s h claims and access to the land ^.'est of the mountains; L i n -

coln's was epic: to secure t i t l e to huge t r a c t s of that same 

country from the Indians so tha t i t could be opened up to s e t t l e -

ment. These records, f o r t y years apart i n time, define, too, the 

evolution of the land vleat of the moiontains from pawn i n an age-

old iiuropciin power struggle to the beginning of the t r a n s i t i o n of 

a new c o l o n i a l n a t i o n , l o o s e l y united and without c l e a r i d e n t i t y , 

to c o n t i n e n t a l power. 

G i s t ' s j o u r n a l , d i r e c t , t e r s e , and f a c t u a l , i s apparently a 

r e f l e c t i o n of the man as what legend t e l l s us he must have been 

and as Washington l a t e r described him i n reference to a l a t e r 

appointment as Indian agent. " I know of no person so w e l l q u a l i -

f i e d f o r an undertaking of t h i s s o r t , as Captain G i s t , " he wrote 

(the o r i g i n and l egitimacy of the t i t l e i s questionable; i t may 

have been a c o u r t e s y ) . "He has had extensive dealings w i t h the 

In d i a n s , i s i n great esteem among them, v e i l acquainted w i t h 

t h e i r manners and customs, i n d e f a t i g a b l e and p a t i e n t , - - " , a man 

of, the West. Furthermore, as VJashington records but G i s t does 
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not. G i s t apparently saved h i s l i f e txx^ice on that journey, the 

f i r s t t i u e from an Indian sniper and the seco-ad from drowning 

i n the sv/olleii, i c y Allegheny. G i s t ' s j o u r n a l covers the duration 

of the t r i p , from iJovember 14, 1753, to January 6, 1754. I t be-

gins at h i s horae i n the w i l d e r n e s s, i n the t e r r i t o r y then claimed 

by both Pennsylvania and Maryland, and resolved ten years l a t e r by 

Charles iiason and Jeremiah Dixon. G i s t ' s opening i s t e r s e , sugges-

t i v e of the manner and psychology of the people who opened the Hest 

Wednesday, 14th iiovember, 1753 . . . k a j o r George 
Washington came to my house at W i l l ' s Creek, and de-
l i v e r e d me a l e t t e r from the c o u n c i l i n V i r g i n i a , r e -
questing me to attend him up to the commandant of the 
French f o r t on the Ohio I\iver. 

With n e i t h e r delay nor suggestion of preparations, the journey 

begins: 

Thursday, 15th. We set out, and at night en-
camped at George's creek, about eight m i l e s , where 
a messenger came w i t h l e t t e r s from my son, who was 
j u s t returned from h i s people at the Cherokees, and 
l a y s i c k at the mouth of the Conegecheague. But as 

• I found myself entered again on p u b l i c business, and 
i i a j o r Washington and a l l the company unv?illing I 
snould r e t u r n , I wrote and sent medicines to ray son, 
and so continued my journey, and encamped at a big 
h i l l i n the f o r k s of Youghiogany, about eighteen 
u i i l e s . 

The d e t a i l continues: on Sunday, iiiovember 18, he records 

twenty-one miles i n snow '"oncle" deep; on Tuesday, November 20, 

". . . r a i n i n the aftenioon; I k i l l e d a deer; t r a v e l l e d about 

seven m i l e s . " ' 

From November 24th to the 30th, G i s t ' s primary c o n t r i b u t i o n 

becomes apparent; he t r e a t s w i t h the Indians f o r safe passage and 

escort to the f o r t , a time during x/hicb the b a s i s f o r Washington's 



d e s c r i p t i o n of G i s t becoi«es apparent. G i s t l a c o n i c a l l y describes 

the events: 

Saturday, 24th . . . . we went to Kiing S h i n j a s a , 
• and he and juawaolocn v/ent w i t h us to the Logs town, 

and we spoke to the c h i e f s t h i s evening,' and r e p a i r e d 
to our cawp, 

. . . The Half-King came i n t h i s Sunday, 25th . . . 
afternoon. "  ; . J ' J 

fionday, 2oth. i J e d e l i v e r e d bur message to the 
Half-King, and they promised by h i h that v;e should 
s e t out three ni£jiits a f t e r . , ' -

Tuesday, 27th' Stayed i n our camp, iionaca-
toocha and P o l l a t h a ' i/appia gave us some p r o v i s i o n s . 
We stayed u n t i l the 29th, when the Indians s a i d they 
were not ready. They desired us to stay U n t i l the 
next day; and as tiie w a r r i o r s were not come, the; 
h a l f - K i n g s a i d he would go w i t h us himself; ,and take 
care of us. 

On November 30, the party set out, Averaging about f i f t e e n 

miles a day, G i s t recording the weather, the distance, and the 

k i l l s - - t w o bucks on December 1, a bear on December 10, both by 

tne In d i a n s . On l/ecember 4 (5 i n the J o u r n a l ) , at the Indian 

town of Venango, they encounter Monsieur J o n c a i r e , the French 

i n t e r p r e t e r f o r the S i x Nations, who agrees to accompany theni,. 

and on the next day the r o l e of the accompanying Indians .becomes 

c l e a r : •. 

. . . i i a i n a l l day. Our Indians were i n councili with., 
the Delawares, who l i v e d under the French c o l o r s , and 
ordered them to d e l i v e r up to the Fretich the b e l t , 
w i t h the marks of the four towns, according to de-
s i r e of riing Shingass. But the c h i e f bf these..Cieia». _, 

' • wares s a i d , " I t was true King Chingass was a great 
man, but he had set no speech, and,'', s a i d ne, ' " I 
cannot pretend to make a speech f o r a -i^ing.'' .So 
our Indians could not p r e v a i l w i t h them to d e l i v e r 
t h e i r b e l t ; but the Half-King did d e l i v e r h i s b e l t , 
as he had detenuined. J o n c a i r e did everything,-he 
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coulu to p r e v a i l our Indians to stay behind us, and 
I took a l l care to have them along with us. 

They l e f t on the 30th; or. becember 11, a f t e r passing through r a i n , 

muu, and swollen streams, they reached the f o r t , where G i s t , un-

aware of or d i s i n t e r e s t e d i n Washington's mission and the v i t a l 

information he gained, r e p o r t s the f a c t s : 

. i . Our i n t e r p r e t e r gave the commandant n o t i c e 
of our beiiig over the creek; upon which he sent sev-
e r a l o f f i c e r s to conduct us to the f o r t , and they 
r e c e i v e d us w i t h a great deal of coinplaisance. 

VJednesday, 12th. The Hajor gave the passport, 
showed h i s c o m i s s i o n , and o f f e r e d the Governor'c 
l e t t e r to the commandant; but he d e s i r e d not to r e -
c e i v e them, u n t i l the other commander from Lake E r i e 
ca i ae , whom he sent f o r , and expected next day by 
twelve o'clock. 

Thursday, 13th. The other General came. The 
Major d e l i v e r e d the l e t t e r , and d e s i r e d a speedy 
answer; the time of year and business r e q u i r ed i t . 
They took our Indians i n t o p r i v a t e c o u n c i l , and gave 
them s e v e r a l p r esents. 

Although G i s t doea not record i t , Washington's n i s s i o n , to 

order the French to vacate the f o r t and the Ohio v a l l e y , was a 

f a i l u r e because the French simply r e f u s ed to do so; i t v v a s suc-

c e s s f u l i n an u n a n t i c i p a t e d way: Washington learned that the 

French intended to advance f u r t h e r L a s t , information t h a t had 

to be d e l i v e r e d to the V i r g i n i a government as q u i c k l y as p o s s i -

b l e . G i s t l a c o n i c a l l y records the hasty r e t u r n hampered by wea-

ther suddenly turned f r i g i d : 

F r i d a y , 14th. Uien we had done our business . . . 
we s e t out w i t h two canoes . . . . 

Tuesday, l o t h f i n d i n g the waters lower 
very f a s t , were obliged to go and leave our I n d i a n s . 



F r i d a y , 21st. The i c e xvas so hard we could not 
break our way through, but v;ere oblij^ed to hand our 
v e s s e l s across a point of land and put thera i n the 
creek again . . . . 

Weanesday, ICth. The i l a j o r d e sired rue to s e t 
out on foot, and leave our company, as the creeks 
were frozen . . . . Indeed I was u n w i l l i n g he should 
undertake sucn a t r a v e l , who had never been used to 
walking before t n i s t i a e . Sut as he i n s i s t e d on i t , 
I s e t out w i t h our packs, l i k e I n d i a n s , and t r a v e l l e d 
eighteen m i l e s . That n i g a t we lodged at an Indian 
cabin, and the -lajor was ciuch fatigued. I t was very 
cold; a l l the small runs were frozen, that we could 
hardly get water to drink. 

On the 27th G i s t reports the encounter i n whicn Vvashington 

l a t e r i n s i s t e d . G i s t saved him from an Indian b u l l e t ; on the 

29th, he report s the i n c i d e n t i n which, again according to Wash-

ington, G i s t saved him frorn drowning. But G i s t makes no such 

c l a i m : 

Saturday, 29th. We set out e a r l y , got to A l l i -
gheny, made a r a f t , and w i t h much d i f f i c u l t y got 
over to an i s l a n d ^ a l i t t l e above Shannopin's town. 
The a a j o r having f a l l e n i n o f f the r a f t , and lay f i n -
gers f r o s t - b i t t e n , and the sun down and very cold, 
we contented ourselves to encamp upon that i s l a n d . 
I t was deep water betv^een us and the shore; but the 
cold did us some s e r v i c e , f o r i n the morning i t was 
frozen hard enough f o r us to pass over on the i c e . 

On January 2, they crossed the Youghiogauy, on the 3rd, 

G i s t reports r a i n ; on the 6th they reach W i l l ' s creek, where 

the journey and the j o u r n a l end. 'Washington went to I'^illiams-

faurg, to a l i e u t e n a n t - c o l o n e l ' s commission and v i c t o r y , defeat, 

and glory i n the Pennsylvania campaigns l a t e r i n 1754; G i s t served 

under him i n the same caj^acity as before, and then, i n a v a i n 

e f f o r t to secure Indian support f o r the war against the French, 

he went South. There, upon Washington'c recommendation, he be-
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came  a n Indian a^ent, and there he died at 53. 

I n  t n e ensuing f o r t y years, French power was e x p e l l e d from 

i n s  O h i o country and Canada; the c o l o n i e s hau r e b e l l e d and be-

a i ae  a nation; Washington had become the American f i r s t i n war, 

a n a , a f t e r the adoption of the C o n s t i t u t i o n , f i r s t i n peace as 

the P r e s i d e nt of the new nation . Tlie L n g l i s h , i n turn, were ex-

p e l l e d froia the Ohio country and the West, except f o r t h e i r strong 

points a t D e t r o i t and x i i c h i l i u a c k i n a c . But the Indians remained, 

and  v J a s h i ng t o a , always i n t e r e s t e d i n the  t ves t ,. remembering h i s 

glimpses of a v a s t land r i c h beyond the imagination, inhabited by 

f ev j e r than 300,000 Indians i n a l l the West ea s t of the . i i s s i s s i p p i -

aore than a h-rndred thousand a c r e s f o r each i n d i v i d u a l - - a n d he 

remained determinea tha t i t be opened to American settlement, at 

l e a s t  i n p a r t . To l e g i t i m i z e the r e s i d e n cy of some 5,000 whites 

w e s t of  t h e mountains and to secure c l e a r t i t l e to p a r t of that 

l a n d  n o r t h of tne Ohio--the o f t e n - v i o l a t e d border between Indian 

c ; oun t r >  a n d v/hite settlement i n Kentucky--he sent three commission-

e r s , Benjamin L i n c o l n , Beverly xiandolph, and Timothy P i c k e r i n g , 

t o t r e a t with tne I n d i a n s . Of the three, only L i n c o l n kept a 

j o u r n a l . • 

L i n c o l n began h i s j o u r n a l w i t h h i s departure, p r e s i d e n t i a l 

commission i n hand, from P h i l a d e l p h i a , then c a p i t o l of the. Uni-

ted S t a t e s , on A p r i l 27, 1793. Unlike G i s t ' s t e r s e , f a c t u a l 

account of the journey, none of the e n t r i e s of which contain 

other than o b j e c t i v e l y reported experiences, L i n c o l n ' s j o u r n a l 

contains f a c t , observation, s p e c u l a t i o n , and moral pronounce-



laents. Letween P h i l a d e l p h i a and Uew York, f o r exataple, ue not 

only found lauds " t a a t are g e n e r a l l y l e v e l and good f o r wheat," 

but 'great delay, frore a see^ning combination between the stage-

d r i v e r s and the keepers of p u b l i c houses. These abuses ought 

to be c o r r e c t e d . " 

The portion of the journey, minutely described, between 

i.iew York, by way of the Hudson, the ilohawk, Wood Creel., and Lake 

Ontario, to lUagara, i s not only d e s c r i p t i v e of a journey l a r g e l y , 

by water, w i t h inmmerable opporfj i t i e s f o r observation, con-

v e r s a t i o n , and copiiient, but i t -.s a l s o the record of movement 

from c i v i l i z a t i o n to the f r o n t i e r as such journeys were made 

during the i n i t i a l settlement of a nev?er ise\j England i n the Ohio 

country that had been Connecticut's Western Keserve. At the 

same time. i t . i s f u l l of Lizicoln's sharp observations and sharper 

opinions. Schenectady, he found "a v i l l a g e of much more impor-

tance than I had expected," a t r a d i n g center, but on Sunday, 

iiay J , a day cxi which he would not t r a v e l , he records, "At 

meeting. Towards evening, J. cams out w i t h strong prejudices 

i n favor of my ovm m i n i s t e r . " 

At i,\iagt^ra L i n c o l n entered the w i l d e r n e s s. Yet there, at 

b r i t i s h F o r t Niagara, he begins to observe the r i c n p o t e n t i a l of 

the West. On June 4, as a true son of the Enlightenment, he 

notes, 

ij i a g a r a F o r t , b u i l t by the French about 1725, 
i s i n about 43 2U' no::th l a t i t u d e , one degree north 
of Boston; yet I f i n d ttie season quite as clement 
here . . . . and vegetation quite as forward. On 



t h e s e c o n a o f t l i i s u o n t h I J i i iec i i n c o m p a n y a t t h e 
L a n d i n g s i x railee f r o i a t h i s p i e c e . A s a d e s s e r t , a 
1-̂ ,1-3- q u a n t i t y o f . a t r & w b e r r i e s T : e r e s e r ^ - e - l , n o t p r o p a -
g a t e d i n g a r c i e n s , o r r i p e n e d b y a r t , b u t v/ere t h e 
n a t u r a l g r o w t h o f t h e u n i r a p r o v e d s o i l . I t i s a 
f a c t , x v h i c h I t h i n k w i l l s o o n b e e s t a b l i s h e d , t h a t 
m o v i n g w e s t w a r d i n t h e same l a t i t u d e , t h e w e a t h e r 
m e l i o r a t e s a s y o u p r o g r e s s o n t h a t c o u r s e . T o i n - • 
v e s t i f j a t e t h e causf^s o f t h i s e v e n t i n n a t u r e i s 
b e y o n d my r e a c h . P e r h a p s t h e y a r e among t h o s e 
h i d d e n t i ' ^ g s v / h i c i i uiay o p e n m o r e s a t i s f a c t o r i l y 
t o o u r v i e w , w h e n we t h a l l h a v e t u r n e d a n o t h e r 
p a g e i n t h e b o o k o f n a t u r e . 

^ . L i n c o l n r e m a i n e a i n t h e a r e a a m o i i t u , a w a i t i n g a f a v o r a b l e 

w i n d t o s a i l t h e l e n g t t i o f L a k e L r i e . On J u l y J , a d e l e g a t i o n 

o f I n d i a n s f r o m t h e t r i b e s a s s e n i b l e d a t t h e F a l l s o f t h e H i a m i 

a r r i v e d a b o a r d a B r i t i s h s h i p to c o n f e r v / i t h t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r s . 

S t i l l s m a r t i n g f r o m t h e i r d e f e a t b y G e n e r a l A n t h o n y I7a3me a t 

F a l l e n T i m b e r s t h e y e a r b e f o r e , t h e y demanded s a t i s f a c t i o n o n 

t w o p o i n t s : t h e r e s t r i c t i o n o f f u t u r e m o v e u i e n t s o f t h e A r m y 

i n t h e H i a m i c o u n t r y a n a t h e a u t h o r i z a t i o n o f t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r s 

t o e s t a b l i s h a xie\j d e m a r c a t i o n l i n e b e t w e e n I n d i a n s a n d w h i t e s . 

I n h i s a c c o m i t o f t h e i n i t i a l raeetj.ng b e t w e e n c o m r a i s s i o n e r s 

o f t h e F e d e r a l g o v e r n i u e n t a t P h i l a d e l p h i a a n d t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

l e d b y t h e S h a v / a u e s e c h i e f C a t ' s L y e s , L i n c o l n m o v e d b e y o n d 

p e r s o n a l d o c u m e n t a t i o n t o p r o v i d e a v e r b a t u i u u a s c r i p t i o n o f t h e 

m e s s a g e ? o r a l l y e x c h a n g e d a n d t h e s y m b o l i c b e l t s a n d s t r i n g s o f 

vVampxim e x c h a n g e d . T h e f i r s t s u c h a c c o u n t i n d e t a i l o f a m e e t i n g 

b e t w e e n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

a n d o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f I n d i a n t r i b e s , i t p r o v i d e s a t t h e 

same t i m e de f a c t o r e c o g n i t i o n o f I n d i a n t r i b a l s o v e r e i g n t y 

o v e r a n d p r o p e r t y r i g h t s i n I n d i a n l a n d . I t a l s o r e c o g n i z e s 
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by i i i i p l i c a t i o n the i n e v i t a b l e pressures exerted upon Indian 

land by expansionist Americans, the Indians expressing alana at 

araed m i l i t a r y i n c u r s i o n s i n t o the area and t h e i r d e s i r e f o r a 

f i x e d l i n e of l i m i t a t i o n , and the commissioners i n s i s t i n g t h at 

i n c u r s i o n s can be h a l t e d only u n t i l a t r e a t y i s signed; beyond 

t h a t , they can only promise to abide by the p r o v i s i o n s of the 

t r e a t y . The Coraajissioners, L i n c o l n r e p o r t s , conclude: 

'Our ears have been open to your speech; i t i s 
agreeable to us. We are ready to proceed w i t h you 
to Sandusky, where, tinder the d i r e c t i o n of the Great 
S p i r i t , we hope that we s h a l l a u w i i e t ^ t c i b l i a h a peace 
on terms equally interest3-ng and agreeable to a l l 
p a r t i e s . " 

The c o u n c i l f i r e was covered up. 

I f , as L i n c o l n records, the Coramissioners' words were dipl o 

matic and circumspect, n e i t h e r i i i s pr5.vate report to the Secre-

t a r y of 'War nor h i s observations of the Lake E r i e shore w^ere 

restrained.. To the forvxex, he wrote that " I f the reports which 

c i r c u l a t e here from d i f f e r e n t quarters are t r u e . General Wajme 

uiust nave v i o l a t e d the c l e a r e s t p r i n c i p l e s of a t r u c e ; " of the 

l a t t e r he wrote: 
iJhen I take a view of t h i s e xtensive country, and 

contenplate the clemency of i t s P e a r s o n s , the r i c h n e s s 
of i t s s o i l . . . when I f a r t h e r consider the many 
n a t u r a l advantages, i f not p e c u l i a r to, yet possessed 
by t h i s coxmtry, and that i t i s capable of g i v i n g 
support to an hundred tir'.es as many j.nhabitants as 
now occupy i t , ( f o r there i s at present l i t t l e more 
to be seen on tne g r e a t e s t proportion of the lands 
than here and there the footstep of the savage), I 
cannot persuade myself that i t w i l l remain long i n 
so u n c u l t i v a t e d a s t a t e ; e s p e c i a l l y when I consider 
that to people f u l l y t h i s e arth v/as i n the o r i g i n a l 
plan of the benevolent L-eity . . . . 

The f i r s t i n j u n c t i o n s from Heaven to nan v?ere,"3e 
f r u i t f u l , and m u l t i p l y , and r e p l e n i s h the e a r t h , and 
subdue i t . " 



TTnis remarkable i i i c i j a i t iato the iidrid of the Almighty v;as 

that which was to dominate American chinking as /jnericans i n 

search of cheap land and an open society had begun pouring into 

the Ouio country before the ink was dry on any treaty, and i t 

was the dominant philcsopaical diraension cf the movement that 

s a w the new coastal nation beccne a continental power before the 

end of the next century. Lincoln does, however, qualify t h i s 

eighteenth century explication of nineteenth manifest destiny: 

the Indians themselves may become part of the f r u i t f u l , v i c -

torious multitude i f they mend the i r ways. 

A l l 1 mean to suggest i s an opinion that the 
preseiit innabitsnts of thic country w i l l become 
t i l l e r s of the ground, and s a c r i f i c e t h e i r present 
pursuits [pursuits Lincoln characterizes as ' i d l e " ] 
to that importaat and natural object; or they w i l l 
become extii^.ct or r e t i r e . . . and thereby make way 
for those who w i l l subdue the earth and dress i t . 

With the £.rr' of the party at the western end of Lake 

E r i e , Lincoln's entries becoma again ^ • ."-^f and descriptive 

rather than philosop/iical: 

J u l y 21. Tve arrived at the west end of Lake 
E r i e , v/nere ue landed, and the vessel pursued her 
cours'^ up the r i v e r to L e t r o i t . The Commissioners 
could iiot obtaiii pen-dssion to v i s i t i t , although 
we were within eighteen miles of the garrison. 
[ I t was G t i l l under T r i t i s h control and would remain 
so u n t i l l o l 3 i n spite of the Treaty of P a r i s ] 
Upon our landing we v^erTi conducted to the house of 
Captain E l i o t , who received us with h o s p i t a l i t y 
. . . The morning after our a r r i v a l , we had a f u l l 
supply of boiled graen corn, which was w e l l grown. 
L l i o t has th° best farm I have seen i n the country 
by f a r . He has i n posnessicn th? •̂ r'-'indn on which 
the Indians formerly l i v e d , and v/here the French 
f i r s t sat down to open a trade vjith the natives . . . , 



l i i t h i n days a <ieleij,nticn of Indi.ins a r r i v e d f r o u the 

c o u n c i l a t the f a l l s of th^. i i i a i a i , end froivi J u l y 3C u n t i l Aug-

u s t 14 L i n c o l n ' s j o u n r n a l i s devoted to the d e t a i l s of the con-

ference, i n c l u d i n g verbatuia t r a n s c r i p t i o n s of the messages and 

speeches of the two p a r t i e s . I n the t r a n s c r i p t i o n s the opposing 

p o s i t i o n s are c l e a r . On J u l y 30, the Indians presented t h e i r 

p o s i t i o n : 

Brothers, you ere sent here by the United S t a t e s 
i n order to make peace with us, the confederate I n -
dians . 

ii r o t h e r s , you Lriow very v. 2 ? . I t hat tha boundary 
l i n e was run between the white people and us, at the 
t r e a t y of Fori: Si:r.ni;uic, [si^^rr'd by the B r i t i s h tv7enty-
f i v c years e a r l i - r : ] was the r i v e r Ohio. 

Brothers, i f ̂'ou s e r i o u s l } design to maice a 
f i r m and l a s t i n f j peace, yor. w i l l immediately reuove 
a l l your people from our s i c e of that r i v e r . 

Tne Cotamissioncrc' l a p l y on J u l y 31 was equally f i r i n : 

VJe have e x p l i c i ' ^ l y d eclare d to you that v/e cannot 
now make the Ohio the bouAidary betv;e.en us. 

. . . The concesyiona X'trhlch we think necessary 
are, that you y i e l d up . . . sone of the lands on 
your s i d e of tba O"ai.o . . . the lands ceded . . . 

"'•'by tne t r e a t y ox F o r t FlaxioAt [ i n 17B5] . . . . 
And i n consider a:: ion thereof, the United S t a t e s w i l l 
give . . . a l a r g e rjuia i n ncn^y or goods . . . and 

w i l l every year deli\^er a lar:;^^ quantity of goods . . . . 

On AuguRC 16 the Indianc r e p l i e d that '"money i s of no 

value to us; and , . . nc coiisidei'atioa whatever can induce us 

to s e l l our land;; . .. . For a l l p r a c t i c a l purposes the coun-

c i l was a t an end; the f i r e again was extinguished, and, L i n c o l n 

records on August 17, "Our business being over, we l e f t the mouth 

of D e t r o i t r i v e r f o r F o r t L r l e , where we a r r i v e d the 21st." A l -

though he continued h i s iu;»ticulous record u n t i l h i s a r r i v a l a t 



Albany, w i t h hin deparf;ax-e frcm the western end of Lake E r i e 

h i s v/estern adventure v^aa ovv^r, the die was c a s t , and the u l t i -

uiate d i s p o s i t i o n of the lands north and west of the Ohio i l i v e r , 

the land already known as the worthwest T e r r i t o r y , i t s f u t u r e 

already provided f o r by the Ordinance o f l ^ o ? , adopted by the 

Congress, x<ras assured. The b a t t l e of Tippecanoe was yet to be 

f(?ught, as was the VJar of l u l 2 , the second V7ar of independence 

for the West, i n v/hich Indiati pcwer under Teciaaseh was forever 

smashed. Ana L i n c o l n , again, secure i n Boston, had seen i n the 

West a v i s i o n of the f u t u r e . 

I n a span of f o r t y years the land west o f the mountains 

h'd passed from a land Icnov/n only to a brave--or foolhardy--

few, a land seen and recorded i n the t e r s e language of a c t i o n , 

to a land struggled over  b y those v̂ ho would superimpose on i t 

the eighteenth century v i s i o n o f order and the B i b l i c a l v i s i o n 

of a land o f abur.danca. To the l a t t e r , as L i n c o l n made c l e a r , 

i t was a lend prorrioed  b y Gou to thoE'^ r-jho were convinced they 

V7ere caosen by h5-m to e x p l o i t i t . And perhaps' here, i n 1793, 

as tiie hordes began to cross the ncuntaitis on foot, on horse-

back, or i n wagons, they descended the Ohio and ascended the 

iiuskingham, the 'cictO; the i x i ^ i a i  b y r a f t , by f l a t b o a t , by canoe, 

r a t h e r than seven years l a t e r , i s the beginning of the nineteenth 

century, the century t h a t , a t midpoint, saw the Old ITest, the 

worthwost, become the l-iidircst as the ricv^r rer.t westward continued 

to tne P a c i f i c and beyond. 

i'iichigan S t a te U n i v e r s i t y 



A review 

ivodney J . :iulder ano. John H. Tinanenaan, F r e d e r i c k danfred: 
A Bibliography and P u b l i s h i n g H i s t o r y (Sioux F a l l s , South 
Jakota: V i i e Center f o r VJestem Studies, 1981). 139 pp. $16.95. 

L i s t i n g F r e d e r i c k iianfred's works and the s c h o l a r s h ip w r i t t e n 

about theia up to January 1, 1931, t h i s bibliography supplements 

George Kellogg's 1965 bibliography i n The Swallow Pauphlets s e r i e s , 

Fraiik Paluka's s e c t i o n on Manfred, d e f i n i t i v e on books and e d i -

t i o n s through 1966, i n Iowa Authors; A 3io-Bibliography of S i x t y 

i i a t i v e W r i t e r s , and v a r i o u s author c h e c k l i s t s . I t i s the most 

complete bibliography to date on Hanfred, who i m t i l 1952 p u b l i s h -

ed under the penname Feike Feikema. Rodney J . iiulder and John 

H. Tiiameriiia-a, however, a r e l e s s i n t e r e s t e d i n cataloguing Han-

fr e d ' s l i t e r a r y productions and the c r i t i c i s m on them than i n 

c h a r t i n g the publishin g career of t h i s midwestem w r i t e r of 

novels of the nineteenth- century American IJest and passionate 

explorations of h i s inner l i f e - - a form Hanfred l a b e l l e d ruiues. 

D e l i e v i n g s e v e r a l of Hanfreci's works to be c l a s s i c s despite the 

eastern l i t e r a r y establishraant' s negligence i n acknowledging 

t h e i r a r t i s t i c m e r i t, Hulder and Timmerman suggest that Hanfred's 

career r a i s e s s i g n i f i c a n t questions about "the place of the IJest -

e m w r i t e r i n Aiaerican l e t t e r s . " 

The bibliography i s divided i n t o four major s e c t i o n s , each 

preceded by a h e l p f u l explanation of the authors' b i b l i o g r a p h i c 

uethod. I'wo of the section s c i t e Manfred's o r i g i n a l works and 
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and two, c r i t i c a l m a t e r i a l on  h i s w r i t i n g s .  T h e f i r s t and 

longest s e c t i o n providec-. d e t a i l i i d d e s c r i p t i o n s of iianfred's 

books to ensure i d e n t i f i c a t i o n by s c h o l a r s and c o l l e c t o r s . The 

b i b l i o s r a p h i c e n t r i e s f o r each f i r s t e d i t i o n give a t r a n s c r i p -

t i o n of tue t i t l e page; the s i z e  o f the  l e a f ; number of l e a v e s , 

and pagination; the contents; the l o c a t i o n i n the t e x t of an 

e d i t i o n  o r imprescion i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ; and a d e s c r i p t i o n of the 

coVer.  I n a d d i t i o n ,  t h e authors include a d e s c r i p t i o n of the 

dust j a c k e t , the pla c e  o f composition, estimated s a l e s f i g u r e s , 

and the pric?».. Because of t h e i r emphasis upon p u b l i s h i n g h i s t o r y , 

liulder  a n d  TiTi iner^; i an do not l i m i t t h e i r a t t e n t i o n to f i r s t e d i -

t i o n s , but  a l s o provid-s  f u l l e n t r i e s  o n l a t e r imprescions, i n -

cluding pipsrback  a n d f o r e i g n e d i t i o n s . Hany  o f the b i b l i o g r a -

phic e n t r i e s  a x e f u r t h e r ill u i t t i n a t e d by notes  on the coraposition 

and p u b l i s h i n g procer.s, r e v e a l i n g the authors' f a m i l i a r i t y w ith 

llanfred's l e t t e r s , notes,,  a n d raanuscripts, as w e l l as the thor-

oughnesa with which they interviev^ed t h e i r s u b j e c t . The second 

s e c t i o n provides chrcnologi d l c h e c k l i s t s of Manfred's student 

w r i t i n g s ,  8ho? : t s t o r i e s , poems, a r t i c l e s  t n d published l e t t e r s , 

reviews, and i n t e r v i e w s . 

iiulder and  T i r aw . enr . an '  s purpose i n the t h i r d and fourth d i v i -

s i o ns of t h e i r bibliography i s to explore the impact of Manfred's 

w r i t i n g s upon  t h e  a c a d c a i c  con i : n.inity  a n d the general reading 

p u b l i c . The t h i r d s e c t i o n - - a c r i t i c a l bibliography--begins 

with e n t r i e s on s c h o l a r l y a r t i c l e s and books, most of which are 

annotated. Inforuiative  r a t h ' ^ r than e v a l u a t i v e , the annotations 



describe the content of the works c i t e d and whenever pos s i b l e 

quote the author's d i r e c t staceraent of the t h e s i s . These anno-

tated e n t r i e s are followed by two c h e c k l i s t s : one i n c l u d i n g 

n o t i c e s , newspaper accounts, and miscellaneous items, p r i m a r i l y 

from r e g i o n a l nex'/spapers and magazines, and the other, d i s s e r t a -

t i o n s and theses. I n the f o u r t h s e c t i o n of the bibliography, 

the authors prove t h e i r d i l i g e n c e i n p e r f o n i i n g research. Com-

p i l i n g e n t r i e s from personal f i l e s , iianfred's f i l e , l i b r a r y searches, 

previbus b i b l i o g r a p h i e s , and the U n i v e r s i t y of Minnesota a r c h i v e s , 

tney l i s t book reviews arranged c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y according to book. 

F r e d e r i c k lianfred: A Bibliography and P u b l i s h i n g H i s t o r y 

concludes w i t h a h i g h l y inforraative and e n t e r t a i n i n g n a r r a t i v e 

i n t e r v i e w , which kod liulder conducted w i t h lianfred i n l a t e August 

of 1979, focusing upon the w r i t e r ' s r e c o l l e c t i o n s of g e t t i n g h i s 

works published. F i l l e d w i t h d e l i g h t f u l anecdotes about such 

l i t e r a r y f i g u r e s as v J i l l i a i n Carlos i l l l l i a i n s and Robert Penn Warren 

and accounts of b a t t l e s w i t h would-be censors, the i n t e r v i e w cap-

tures' b e a u t i f u l l y i'lanfred's htimor and s t o r y t e l l i n g f l a i r . 

i'iulder and Tiuiraerman' s volume accomplishes the goals of a 

t r a d i t i o n a l bibliography. I t a c c u r a t e l y and thoroughly describes 

iianfred's p u b l i c a t i o n s and c i t e s i ? : r- •̂ .nt s c h o l a r s h i p . The authors, 

however, go beyond these tas ks to examine the complex i n t e r a c t i o n 

between a wrttex, h i s p u b l i s h e r s , and the reading p u b l i c . I n t h i s 

acheivement l i e s the preeminent value of t h e i r work. 

Lynne P. Shackelford 
Tae U n i v e r s i t y of iJorth C a r o l i n a 
at Chapel H i l l 



Tae seccnd annual iiidwest P l a y v r i g h t s ' Prograi.. (iiFP) i s , 

for tae f i r s t ti.ae, coming to Chicago, .iixie playwri^ihts f r o n 

seven Upper ii i i ' v " s t a t e s have been i n v i t e d by A r t i s t i c d i r e c t o r 

bale Wasser^^ian to the 19o2 liPP. v^assernian, a l s o founder of the 

ijPP and autaor of *"ij.an of La hancha,'" says, " I t ' s s i g n i f i c a n t 

that tae plays are improving r-s tha playrvrights l e a r n tnat a 

s t r u c t u r e i n vjhich to p r a c t i c e t h e i r a r t has been raade a v a i l a b l e . 

vJe are prcud of our d i s t i n g u i s h e d alxjinni, and f e e l confident the 

19o2 production prograai w i l l produce J t i l l iflore. 

The playi\'rigbt3, nev v o i c e s of America's Heartland, i n c l u d e : 

} i r i k i>ro^£er (liiO» Steven i^ietz (iiiO. Lvnanuel F r i e d ( l A ) , Jon 

K l e i n ( l i i ) , Kenn Pierficn. (SL>) , Laura Shanas (OH), Charles Smith 

( I L ) , Cva±z Volk (Si)); <=ad i^ary D. Uatnon (XL). 

The n i n e playxi^rlghts y-^ill convene f o r an i n t e n s i v e new play 

development x/orkshop August 1-12 a t Barat College i n Lake F o r e s t , 

and w i l l showcase i-.heir p lays a t the Goodraan Theatre of the Art 

i n s t i t u t e Au^vst ?.3th through the 15th. 

Chicago dramaturg Jonatnan Abarbanal has been appointed 

L i t e r a r y i-Iaviager of thti program. The Program's a r t i s t i c s t a f f , ̂  

vjho s e l e c t e d the n i n e playxvrigbts frorr. the 300 a p p l i c a n t s , a l s o 

i n c l u d e s : barbara F i a l d , dramaturg and fonr.er L i t e r a r y Manager 

of the Guturie 'meatre; 'nrry kobinson, d-^aTDaturq •=>nd A s s o c i a t e 

A r t i s t i c i j i r e c t o r of t a e i i a r t f o r d Stage Company and Christopher 
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Ki.rkland, i ^ r t i s t i c D i r e c t o r of the Playx'7rights' Center i n liinne-

a i j o l i s . .diehard L,. xlugiies, d i r e c t o r of the U n i v e r s i t y Theatre 

at tiie U n i v e r s i t y of 'Wisconsin, w i l l again be Producing d i r e c t o r . 

Tae . iPP , an annual event of the Playwrights ' Center i n 

i i i n n e a p o l i s , i s working i n conjunction with the Lea<5ue of Chi-

cago Tueatre f o r i t s 19o2 conference. I t i s funded i n p a r t by 

the John i>. and Catherine '£. aacArthur Foundation, the Chicago 

Coumunity T r u s t and the I l l i n o i s A r t s C o u n c i l. 

The p u b l i c i s i n v i t e d to attend a l l events. For f u r t h e r 

infon;iation, contact the League of Chicago Theatres, (312) 977-1730, 

or J u l i e Buzard, (612) 332-74bl. 



The Society f o r the Study of Midwestern L i t e r a t u r e announces 
i t s t w e l f t h annual symposium, "The C u l t u r a l Heritage of the Midwest," 
and the f i f t h annual "Midwest Poetry F e s t i v a l " 
May 5-7, 1983 
The Kellogg Center, Michigan State U n i v e r s i t y 

The Society i n v i t e s s c h o l a r s w r i t e r s and i n t e r e s t e d members of the pu b l i c to p a r t i c i -
pate by g i v i n g papers and readings and by moderating and taking part i n formal and i n -
formal d i s c u s s i o n s . Papers are e s p e c i a l l y i n v i t e d i n the fol l o w i n g areas: 

The Pre-Colonial Heritage: 
Archeology and Indian Culture 

Under Four F l a g s : The Co l o n i a l Heritage 
The A g r i c u l t u r a l Heritage 
Midwestern P o l i t i c s , 1787-1980 
Midwestern Art and A r c h i t e c t u r e 
Midwestern B i b l i o g r a p h i c Studies 
The Q u a l i t y of L i f e i n the Midwest, Past 

Countrybiilu 

Midwestern L i t e r a t u r e 
Midwestern Humor 
Midwestern Popular Culture 
Midwestern Pu b l i s h i n g and P u b l i c a t i o n s 
Midwestern Children's L i t e r a t u r e 
Midwestern Studies i n the Classroom 
The Rise of I n d u s t r i a l i s m 

and Present: C i t i e s , Towns, and the 

I f your t o p i c i s of i n t e r e s t and does not f i t any of the above cate g o r i e s , please 
submit i t f o r consideration. T h i s l i s t i s not meant to be e x c l u s i v e . 

The Midwest Poetry F e s t i v a l w i l l be held concurrently. P r a c t i c i n g Midwestern poets 
are i n v i t e d to read and to comment on t h e i r works. 

Papers and readings should not exceed twenty minutes i n length. Papers should be com-
pa r a t i v e i n nature, breaking new ground whenever po s s i b l e . Proposals f o r papers and 
readings should include t i t l e s and b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n s ; they w i l l be received u n t i l 
December 15, 1982. 

David D. Anderson, Program Chairman 
Society f o r the Study of Midwestern L i t e r a t u r e 
Department of American Thought and Language 
Michigan State U n i v e r s i t y 
East Lansing, Michigan 48824 

Check as many responses as apply: 

I " i s h to psrt-lr .ipate hy-

Presenting a paper i n the C u l t u r a l Heritage of the Midwest 

Proposed t i t l e : 

Please attach a hundred word d e s c r i p t i o n . 

Giving a reading i n the 'Midwest Poetry F e s t i v a l ' 

Poetry Prose 

Please enclose a sample of your work 

Serving as a ses s i o n moderator or discussant 

Specify your i n t e r e s t area: 

Because the symposium and the poetry f e s t i v a l are s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g from fee income, a l l 
p a r t i c i p a n t s are asked to pay the fee of $40. 

I understand that I am expected to r e g i s t e r at the p a r t i c i p a n t r a t e , i f 
accepted on the program. (Payment need not accompany t h i s form). 



Presenting a paper i n the C u l t u r a l Heritage of the Midwest 

Proposed t i t l e : 

Please a t t a c h a hundred word d e s c r i p t i o n . 

Giving a reading i n the 'Midwest Poetry F e s t i v a l ' 

Poetry Prose 

Please enclose a sample of your work 

Serving as a s e s s i o n moderator or discussant 

Specify your i n t e r e s t area: 

Because the symposium and the poetry f e s t i v a l are s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g from fee income, a l l 
p a r t i c i p a n t s are asked to pay the fee of $40. 

I understand that I am expected to r e g i s t e r at the p a r t i c i p a n t r a t e , i f 
accepted on the program. (Payment need not accompany t h i s form). 

Name 

T i t l e or a f f i l i a t i o n 

Best address 

C i t y State Zip 

Phone number where I am most e a s i l y reached ( ) 

I f your i n s t i t u t i o n r e q u i r e s a formal l e t t e r of i n v i t a t i o n to r e l e a s e and/or reimburse 

you, please check here: 


