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Football and Other Academic Arts at iiichigan State University.
Pauline G. Adams
and

kmma S. Thormton

‘ uports news rarely highli nts a description of the play. the
‘.scores of the day, ‘the skill of the players, the euphoria of the
_"happening nather athletic commercialization, violence on the
‘field and drug use off the field tend to be spotlighted This
;;corruption, though most flagrantly seen in professional sports, is

not without college dimensions Commercialization, violence. and

r al l-r:-

drués aside, what is the place of intercolle ziate sports in a uni-
_versity? An examination of the intercolleoiate atnletic program at
Jichinan state University reveals a commonality of interest between

- r
sports and otner dimensions of the academic community, even tne

i Ol s .-‘-'3

society beyond. _
m dut of all intercollegiate sports, football dominates, football

wdominates at uichigan State as well, However, football daid not
‘lfrise'easily or fully dressed on Aggie soil It was neither full-
.fsuited nor fully equipped for almost a century after the college was
;;established Quite the contrary, it was precisely because uichigan
.State was an agricultural college that it was unfitteo for an active
ports program First all students, uen and wouieil alike. were re-
quired to work three hours a day in the barns and fields. Thus. little
time'or energy was left for sports. Second, a long w1nter vacation
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which allowed students to teach in country schools anu thus,earn
needed funds to continue their educations meant a fall term too
snort for participation iu the intercollegiate football schedule,
Third, the faculty, alummi, and governing board opposed a sports pro-
gram for fear that it would introduce an undesirable element into
cahpus life. " As late as 1099 the Board neld that ' "llany coaches
.were reputedly so 1ntent on v1ctory and therefore so accustom-
ed to dishonest practice that they would be a pernicious influence
on'campus" (Kkuhn, p. 253). Fourth, since the overwnelming majority
of students came from ilichigan farms, their experience and interest
in physical activities ‘were less likely to be in ora anized sports.
It is entirely in keeping with their backgrounds, for example, that
tne biggest sporting event reported for the year 1673 was "a match
hunt between sophomore and junior teams on a fall Saturday which

[bagged] 79 squirrels,'lz pigeons, Y quail, &4 turkeys, 6 partridges

and 3 ducks' (Spartan Saga, p. 7).

Lespite these hindrances, students as early as the 1360's
(Hichigan Agricultural College was founded in 1355, ome of ‘the first
agricultural colleges in the country) began to agitate for more ‘than

ymnasium [consisting] of a trapeze and swinging rings suspended
from campus trees . . . .[But] student petitions for the fitting of
an indoor gymnasium were denied by a Board whicih thought the farm
- a healthier place to exercise and feared that sports might “crowd
out manual labor“'(Kuhn p. 134). B
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During the 10003, while football was developing rapidly in



universities turoughout the nation, kichigan State students contin=-
ued to press. One such student, Liberty iyde pailey, later world-

- renowned for his horticultural research and writings, was then edi-
tor of the Speculum, a literary and scientific quarterly, founded in
1561. Bailey editorialized: 'Why can we not form a college associa-
tion? . . .why should we be behind other colleges in this respect?

- At present, our sports are confined to an occasional 'scrub' gamne
of ‘Baseball, or a miscellaneous kicking of a football. ihy“can not

* the energy displayed in these games be organized and improved?" (Spar-
Eﬂis—ag_a_,up. Ty i L e gk

“i¢In 1695, ‘Speculum published ‘the results of a survey- of twenty-
'five' colleges and found that '"ours is the only one which does not
support a football team'" (Kuhn, p. 160). By the following year, the
16ng winter vacation, formerly from sovember first to late February,
was abolished. The resulting longer fall term ‘allowed the:Aggies to
£1814 a football team. 'They [started] from-almost 'scrdteh, HNot

“fgnly was'the team inexperienced, mnot only were they too podf: to em-
79716y a ‘Coach, ‘but [at practice] because there was‘ho” sécorid eleven,
“the¥e was 'nothing to break -our interference but‘a bunch of ever-:-

“4#éetis' ‘and nothing to 'buck' but the wind” (Kuhn, p. 254).

By 1899, however, thanks to the enthusiasm of President” Snyder,
who ' had”taken office three years earlier, and Loard member L, Whit-

“ney Watkins, a recent graduate (1893), the board ac¢epted Rev,' Charles

ﬂ;bémiés. a graduate of Western Theological feminary, to ecoaéh sports,

- lead chapel, and direct the YMCA. Though Leiies remained as coath

“For’only' two years, a start had been made. 'Dy 1900, again thanks
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to ‘atkins, the Board purchased a 13-acre tract for sports. .iiichi-
gan ‘State football was launched. by 1915, when Snyder left the
‘presidency, athletic competition had become an integral part of cau-
“ pus life, thoéugi it still hau a loug way to go to make its mark on
° thie nation's playing fields. And it was an agonizingly long period
of deprivation. Beginning in 1916, for the next sixteen seasons,
the“green and white scored just one home touchdown: against ''its most
' treasured opponent [the University of liichigan]" (Kuhn, p. 328).
Throughout this period, almost to the eve of World War II, poor
football scheduling helped perpetuate the lean Spartan pickings,
Even neighboring opponent, the University of iichigan, made only
one football visit to kast Lansing between 1914 and 1943. That one
visit, in 1924, was to initiate a new -stadium which Governor Gros-
" beck hoped would enable i.A.C. to schedule strong teams at home. and
thus shed "the tradition of a 'cow college'' (Kuhn, p. 329).
Unfortunately, Governor Grosbeck's hopes for Michigan State
were not fully or immediately realized. . The hunger for winning teams,
‘for wider recognition,’ for a unifying campus enthusiasm, for respecta-
boility as an institution of higher learning became increasingly in-
tense., This hunger was made more acute by the long-standing rivalry
‘between M,A.C. and the U. of 1I. It was John A, Hannah who was par-
" ticularly sensitive to this hunger and saw the way to appease it,
. T.Hannah had become president in 1941, after six years as secretary of
“the'governing board. Charles bachman, hhead football coach from 1933
‘to 1946 and Hannah's good friend, recalled llannah saying, "liichigan

State 'is a diamond in the rough; all it meeds is a football victory



over :iichigan--no, two victories so people will not say it was a -
fluke--and the college will become a great educational institut;on.
According to Bachwman, iiannan realized the value wotre Dawe and Mich-
igan received from 'free football advertising' and 'he chose that
path to polish the diamond'" (Shapiro, p. 30). Tuough Hannah re-
futes Bachman's memory, Beth Shapiro, in an as yet unpublished doc-

toral thesis entitled. Intercollegiate Athletics and Big,Time Sport

at Michigan State University: or "The vifference Zetween Good and

Great Is a Little Lxtra Lffort" notes that in nearly every speech

"pefore an athletic group Hannah indicated that he believed inter-
~collegiate:athletics to be a positive influence on college cﬁmpuses
because competitive sports unifies student, faculty, townspeople,
and alumni. in a:way no other activity can" (Shapiro, pp. 30;1)?

- Hannah, who came out of the land grant tradition in higher A
education and carried to the presidency of liichigan State Uniyegfa
sity his belief that there should be no disharmony of interests
betweé;.campus and off campus, reflects that belief in his attitude
towards the role of sports. llannah's philosophy can be summarized
as folldﬁs; Spéits.in generdi, and.fodtball most particularly,
support the political interésts éf'the university (i.e,, broad
recognftion and stature in the wider community); Spor;S'also support
the financial interests of the university; invadditioq;'sports sup-
port the goal of a democratic society within the univgrsity (i.e.,
on the team, as in the stadium, all are welcome regardless Qf race,
color, creed, or status as long as the players have the requisite

skill and the spectators have the requisite entrance ticket);



finally, sports support the goal of unifying students, faculty,
ah;mni townspeople, and ‘a more distant public not only are all

these peripheral objectives of a university potentially enhanced by

sports, but sports need not run counter to the primary goal of:a ..

university--academic excellence. To put it comewhat differently,

sports can supply a people glue.

Evidence of the importance of the football program to the

community is most often observed among shopkeepers. restauranteurs. g

and other members of the Downtown Coaches Club etc. Football lore
even insinuates itself into the personal histories of former players
long after their cleats have been stored. A man's football’prowess
gave meaning to his life and recognition in the community. " For -
instance, in an obituary that appeared in the State Journal (May .

17 1939) of Adelbert L. Van Dervoort, the following notice was -

taken ‘ oy [ L

While ‘a student at Michigan State College he won fame
“i:,7 as a football player . . .[He] was a letter winner

as a guard on teams in 1914, '15, '16, and, return-’

:~ing «rom the war, again in 1919. . . . He. played on

the team that beat University of ifichigan 24-0 in - e

+.1915. Friends recall that he was the. second member

of that team to:have died recently. Bob Hubbell,

.. quarterback, died in California two months ago.

[Van Dervoort's] sports interest was largely con-

Znif [ centrated on football . . . .He was the founder and

organizer of the Downtown Coaches' Club . . . . Sels’.

4UE 4 . dom .absent when lichigan State played a home game,

R he had won the title of NHo. 1 Spartan fan . . . .
.i) +:  One of his hobbies was giving dinners for
football players . . ..

Michigan State's entry into the Big Ten in 1949 was, in

Hannah's eyes the open sesame for achieving his vision. And it

worked, boosting Michigan State onto the national scene. ''The

A — et~ el il v

RIS SIS 15> S



effect of membersﬁip was invigorating, bringing with it [the] new
criteria [of the Big Ten] by which to judge [not only the éports
program but] faculty, 1ibréry, scholarship, and academic purpose
[as well]" (Kuhn, -p. 466).

This view of the role of sports, most often football, at iich-
igan State percolates throughout tie university community.and inter-
estingly enough is found in student fiction in the post-Wgrld War II
period. According to our research, five novels, each with a campus
settiﬁg,'have been published by M.S.U. students during this period.
They differ widely in content, style, and tone; each reflects the
author's personal experience as well as the decade in which each
was written. llowever, all reflect ifichigan State's campus scene
to some dégree, and three of the five refer to a football Saturday.

A Gradual Joy by Alma Routsong (1953), the first of these novels
to be pﬁiiishéd; described 1.8.U.'s campus in 1946-1948. It is a
story abgﬁt two World War II veterans: in a naval hospital, Jim
Seton,.a liarine wounded at Iwo Jima, meets Henrietta, a WAVE who
wants to become a surgeon. Their story is one of boy meets gizxl;
boy marries girl; boy and girl return to college, ilichigan State;
girl droﬁs oﬁt of school to have a baby; girl abgqﬁopg career plans,
What Routsongz does best in this novel is recreate the daily details
that made up the lives of G.I. Bill of Rights students, particularly
at Michigan State. Routsong felt impelled in recreating the campus

scene to describe a football Saturday.



Henrietta saw her first football games on those

. Saturdays. The Setons went with. _their neighbors]

the Posts. . . . The roads would be full of student
veterans, mos* of them wearing still their army clothes
with dark, new places where tie insignia had been taken
off. OUnly the wives added color, and then not much
because most of them scemed to have discovered that
black is a practical color for poor people, since it
goes with everything. The wives carriad olive-drab
army-blankets and litiles bags full of diapers and -
baby bottles, and the men carried the actual babies.
Rosy babies, whose health was perhaps even amazing, '.
considering that tihe uniform fauily income was ninety
.dollars a month. Jim was almost.ashamed of his good, -
casual, civilian clothes.

As they approached the stadium, they began to mix
with the better-hesled people from town and the dormi-
tories. It began to look like a football crowd then,
with pennants cn:d chrysanthemums, fur coats, an occa- -
sional whiff of fine aphrodisiac perfume. Jim was
always happy. The band played, and although he would
have sworn he would forever hate any music having
the tiniest wilitary or marching suggestion in it,.
he found that he liked this music as much as he ever
had as a freshman, and when the teams came trotting
onto the field, he cheered.

] They were fortunate, every game, in having be-

" hind them experts who discussed the intricacies of
each play even to the point of predicting from the
sketchiest evidence what the play would be. Watch
Guerre, they wouid szy. It's going through the
middle. Jim, having. looked furward to explaining the

ane to Henrietta, recented the silence these experts
orced on him, buc ne listened to them, and found
their always accurate couments helpful.

The first geae when State achieved, toward the
. end of the first quarter, its first touchdown, and
the band played the little snatch of State's fight
song:

: Fight, fight, ccme on, team fight!

Vic-to-ree for MSC!

Jim was astonished at how glad he was. FLe and Tom
thumped each othcr on the back, singing and shouting, . ..
"Good boy, woncerful, hooray!" Henrietta, looking
almost terrified, like a country child on a city street,
asked Livy, who was shecuting too, “What is it? How
can they care? What difference does it make? Good God."



"It doesn't make any difference at all. ot a
darried bit. ot a bit. Lut you're supposed tolet
yourself forget that.- It's like poetry--a willifig
suspension of disbelief. Hooray! Good boy!" Livy
said. (p. 63)

renrietta's Question about the football game, "What differ-
ence does it make?' can be asked of the author and her inclusion
of this particular description. llow did the Saturday football
experience affect the characters or the plot or the theme of the
story? The answer is Livy's answer to Henrietta, namely, "It
doesn’t make any difference at all." Yet Routsong could not omit
the football Saturcday. The footba11'Séturday became a single telling
moment of college life. It provided a people glue. However, it
was 6p;y incidental to the author's purpose;which was, in part:

.to praise this generation of wonderful young men,
who fought with a bravery that awes anyone who cares
to think it over, and then came home unbrutalized, un-
dramatic, and went to school or work, or, often, both
simultaneously. I wanted to show the taxpayer one of
b the things his taxes go for, to help him not to begrudge
Z+#'% ° the G.I. bill of Rights. (p. 200) -

‘Whereas A Gradual Joy is a realistic picture of the returned
«ybteran from World War II on the ilichigan State campus, Ho Transfer,
by Stephen Walton, published in 1967 while he was still an under-
gf@&ﬁéte, is an allegorical novel set in an indefinite future,
Walton envisions a place called ilodern University (iI.U.) that
portends wnat the author fears will be the path to survival in a
"flawed modern world.” In thié inagined univérsity;hthe president

describes the Self-bLiscipline Plan, whici he calls "the soul of

liodern University."” President Clark tells the incoming freshmen:
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Joyce was frantic, outshouting CGary, who was himself
going wild. Singing, shouting, waving pom-pons and
tossing toilet paper served as ewotional outlets for

the cool younz men in black and silver down on the

field. They might as well tear out the seats, Gary
thought, we spend more tine standing than sitting.

.U touchdowns won hiwm emphatic if badly aimed kisses

from Joyce. The noise in the stadium would have
frightened anycne who didn't know what was going on. . . .

The MU band put on a fine show at halftime, songs
current and marching precise, giving Gary's throat

a rest. Tnen the game started again. Gary was sure
he couldn't shout eny more, but he did. There were
airhorns and trumpetz in the stands to support the
calls of the crowd.

It looked like it wus going tou Le a tie. DBut iU got
the ball and kept it, and thcre wes an eighty-yard
run, giving a touchdown in the last five seconds. A
dann fine game.
Everybody was standing and there was shouting and
last rolls of toilet paper being tossed and Joyce
was hugging him and screaming happily into his ear,
, Then everybcdy stortea leaving. hanging onto her

i hand, he led the way down cver tie bleachers and

: out. She took his arm and held it tight to her
for the wallk back to the tower. They headed for
one of the smalicr bare £-r ceicbratory beers.
(p. 77-39 passin)

The author's caustic pen does not extend to the role of foot-
ball at the university. Football as described above was a healthy
release for the student body. That football Saturday was not an
illustration of blood and gore. nather it was exhilarating, and
ironically in this story, it was humanizing. ULuncan Chase, the
wise upperclassman narrator, sums it up: "The rah-rah [of the
football game is] the inexpensive drug of the undergraduate."

He recognizes ''the thexrapeuti: values of relaxation and recrea-
tion" and, in his case, is able to live unthreatenad, secure

from either the high.ct or lowesi grade categories. Thus, once
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not, Gistlapparéntiy saved his life twice on that journey, the"
firétltime from an Incdian sniper and the second from drowning
iﬁ the swollen, icy Allegheny. Gist's journal covers the duration
of the trip, from dovember 14, 1753, to January 6, 1754. It be-
giqg at‘his hbme in the wilderness, in the territory then claimed
bf'bo;h Pehnsyivania and Maryland, and resolved ten years later by
Charlés H&son and Jeremiah Dixon. Gist's opening is terse, sugges-
;ive df the manner and psychology of the people who opened the West:
5 Wedﬁésday, 14th wovember, 1753 . . . ajor George
Washington came to my house at Will's Creek, and de-
livered me a letter from the council in Virginia, re-

questing me to attend him up to the commandant of the
French fort on tie Ohio iiver. ' ‘

With neither delay nor suggestion of preparations, the journey
begins:
Tuursday, 15th. e set out, and at night en-
camped at George's creek, about eight miles, where
a messenger canie with letters from my son, who was
just returned from his people at the Cherokees, and
lay sick at the mouth of the Conegecheague. But as
1 found myself entered again on public business, and
flajor Washington and all the company unwilling I
should returan, I wrote and sent medicines to my son,
and so continued my journey, and encamped at a big

~ hill in the forks of Youghiogany, about eighteen
wiles.

Tﬁe'detail continues: on Sunday, iovember 18, he records
twenty-one miles in snow "oncle" deep; on Tuesday, November 20,
". . .rain in the afternoon; I killed a deer; travelled about
seven miles." e i

From iovember 24th to the 30th, Gist's primary contribution

becomes apparent; he treats with the Indians for safe passage and

escort to the fort, a time during which the basis for Washington's
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could to prevail our Indians to stay behind us, and
I took all care to have them along with us.

They left oa the 30th; on pecember 11, after passing through rain,
mud, and swollen streams, they reached the fort, where Gist, un-
aware of or disinterested in Washington's mission and the vital

- information he gained, reports the facts:

_ . . . Our interpreter gave the coumandznt notice
of our being over the creek; upon which he sent sev-
eral officers to conduct us to the fort, and they
received us with a great deal of complaisance.

Wednesday, 12th. The iajor gave the passport,
{3 g . - o ey 1 ]
showed his coumission, and offered the Governor ¢
letter to the commandant; but he desired not to re-
ceive them, until the other commander from Lake Erie
caime, whom he sent for, and expected next day by’
twelve o'clock.

" Thursday, 13th. The other General came. The
liajor delivered the letter, and desired a speedy
dnswer; the time of year and business required it.

~ They took our Indians into private council, and gave
" them several presents. ' ; ,

Although Gist doea not record it, Washington's missiomn, to

 order the French to vacate the fort and the Ohio valley, was a

failure because tie French simply refused to do so; it was suc-

cessful in an unanticipated way: Washington learmed that the

French intended to advance further Last, information tha:_hgd

to be:delivered to the Virginia government as quickly as possi-— =

ble. Gist laconically recordé-the hasty return hgmpétgd by wea-
ther suddenly turned frigid:

Friday, lé4th. When we had done our business ooht o
we set out with two canoes .

- Tuesday, lothh. . . . - finding the waters lower
very Tast, were obliged to go and leave our Indiamns.
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Friday, zlst. The ice was so hard we could not
break our way through, but were obliged to hand our
vessels across a point of land and put them in the
creek again .

Vednesday, Zutk. The ilajor desired me to set
out on foot, and leave our company, as the creeks
_were frozen . . . . Indeed I was unwilling he should
undertake such a travel, who had never been used to
walking before tiis time. But as he insisted on it,
I set out with our packs, like Indians, and travelled
eighteen miles. That nigat we lodged at an Indian
cabin, and the liajor was much fatigued. It was very
cold; all the small runs were frozen, that we could
hardly get water to drink. '

6n the 27th Gist reports the encounter in whicnh Washington
later insistéd, Gist saved him from an Indian bullet; on the
29th, he reports ihe incilent in which, again according to Wash-
ington, Gist saved him from drowning. But Gist makes no such
claiu:

Saturday, 2%th. We set out early, got to Alli-
gheny, wade a raft, and with much difficulty got
over to an island, a little above Shannopin's town.
The :uiajor having fallen in off the raft, and uy fin-
gers frost-bitten, and the sun down and very cold,
we contentel ourselves to encamp upon that island.
It was deep water between us and the shore; but the
cold Jid us some service, for in the worning it was’
frozen hard enough for us to pass over on the ice.

On January 2, they crossed the Youghiogany, on the 3rd,
Gist reports rain; on the &th they reach wWwill's creek, where
the journéy'énd the journal end. {lashington went to Villiams-
' burg, to a lieutenant-colonel's commission and victory, defeat,
and glory'iu the'Pennéylvania campaigns later in 1754; Gist served
under him in the same capacity as Lefore, and then, in a vain
effort to secure Indian support for the war against the French,

he went South. There, upon Washington'c recommendation, he be-
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came an Indian agent, and there he died at 33.

In the ensuing forty years, French power was expelled from
zne Ohio couantry and Canada; the colonies had rebeiied and be-
~aue a nation; Washington had become the American first in war,
ana, after the adoption of the Constitution, first in peace as
‘the President of the new nation. The Lnglish, in turn, were ex-
pelled frow the Ohio country and the West, except for their strong
points at bLetroit and Michilimackinéc. But the Indians remained,
and Washington, always interested in tie West, K remembering his
glimpses of a vast land rich beyond.the imagination, inhabited by
fewer than 300,000 Indians in all the West east of the .lississippi--
more than a hondred thousand acres for each individual--and he
remained determined that it be opened to American settlement, at
least in part. To legitimize the residency of some 5,000 whites
West of the mountains and to secure clear title to part of that
land nortciu of tue Unio--the often-violated border between Indian
country and white settlement in Kentucky--he sent three commission-
ers, benjamin Lincoln, Eeverly &andolph, and Timothy Pickering,
to. treat with the Indians. Of the three, only Lincoln kept a
journal.

Lincoln began his journal with his departure,. presidential
. ¢ommission in hand, from Philadelphia,  then capitol of the Uni-
ted States, on April 27, 1793. Unlike Gist's terse, factual
account of the journey, none of the entries of which contain
other than objectively reported experiences, Lincoln's journal

contains fact, observation, speculation, and moral pronounce-




































The Society for the Study of Midwestern Literature announces

its twelfth annual symposium, "The Cultural Heritage of the Midwest,"
and the fifth annual "Midwest Poetry Festival"

May 5-7, 1983

The Kellogg Center, Michigan State University

The Society invites scholars writers and interested members of the public to partici-
pate by giving papers and readings and by moderating and taking part in formal and in-
formal discussions. Papers are especially invited in the following areas:

The Pre-Colonial Heritage: Midwestern Literature
Archeology and Indian Culture Midwestern Humor
Under Four Flags: The Colonial Heritage Midwestern Popular Culture
The Agricultural Heritage Midwestern Publishing and Publications
Midwestern Politics, 1787-1980 Midwestern Children's Literature
Midwestern Art and Architecture Midwestern Studies in the Classroom
Midwestern Bibliographic Studies The Rise of Industrialism
The Quality of Life in the Midwest, Past and Present: Cities, Towns, and the
Countryside

If your topic is of interest and does not fit any of the above categories, please
submit it for consideration. This list is not meant to be exclusive.

The Midwest Poetry Festival will be held concurrently. Practicing Midwestern poets
are invited to read and to comment on their works.

Papers and readings should not exceed twenty minutes in length. Papers should be com-
parative in nature, breaking new ground whenever possible. Proposals for papers and
readings should include titles and brief descriptions; they will be received until
December 15, 1982.

David D. Anderson, Program Chairman

Society for the Study of Midwestern Literature
Department of American Thought and Language
Michigan State University

East Lansing, Michigan 48824

Check as many responses as apply:
T wish tn participate bhy:
Presenting a paper in the Cultural Heritage of the Midwest

Proposed title:

Please attach a hundred word description.
Giving a reading in the 'Midwest Poetry Festival'

Poetry Prose
Please enclose a sample of your work

Serving as a session moderator or discussant

Specify your interest area:

Because the symposium and the poetry festival are self-supporting from fee income, all
participants are asked to pay the fee of $40.

I understand that I am expected to register at the participant rate, if
accepted on the program. (Payment need not accompany this form).



Presenting a paper in the Cultural Heritage of the Midwest

Proposed title:

Please attach a hundred word description.
Giving a reading in the 'Midwest Poetry Festival'

Poetry Prose
Please enclose a sample of your work

Serving as a session moderator or discussant

Specify your interest area:

Because the symposium and the poetry festival are self-supporting from fee income, all
participants are asked to pay the fee of $40.

I understand that I am expected to register at the participant rate, if
accepted on the program. (Payment need not accompany this form).

Name

Title or affiliation

Best address

City State Zip

Phone number where I am most easily reached ( )

If your institution requires a formal letter of invitation to release and/or reimburse
you, please check here: [::::]



