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Faulkner and Toomer stress that people and society
have done and will do almost all in their power to avoid
the truth and responsibility when it does not suit their
" needs. In "Becky", Toomer relates a story of a tqwn'S‘
shame and hypocrisy. They show hatred and.scorn for ab
poor white woman that has two black sons. They pray for
her damnation while taking food to her when others ar%Anof
around. It is a convenient arrangement because the towns-
'folk can openly shun Becky, cry that the righteousness of
God's will is being done, and show their true Christian
'spirit by secretly pitying her and showing mercy.

Horace, in Sanctuary, notices these ambiguities in
society's actions all his life and must face the problem
squarely during the trial. We quickly see that he is not
equal to the task of confronting his own weaknesses in
order to take any firm actions against society's warped
sense of justice and morality. When he says, "I am too
old for this. I was born to old for it . . " (p. 253), he
could well have been speaking of life. He is even more
pathetic than Popeye because he never had the energy to
object to what he knew was wrong, SO he tried to separate
himself from society by not participating in it and, thus,
ironically became an active supporter of its twisted

principles.
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