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PREFACE

On May 11, 2006, members of the Society for the Study of
Midwestern Literature gathered in East Lansing for the thirty-sixth
annual meeting of the Society. Highlights included two panels that
commemorated the centenary of Paul Laurence Dunbar’s death, and
the second annual SSML Festival of Films’ presentation of Fei Hu:
The Story of the Flying Tigers.

At the awards banquet on Friday night, Claire van Breemen
Downes was honored with the Gwendolyn Brooks Poetry Prize for
“Lost Luggage;” named the best poem read at the 2005 conference.
Guy Szuberla received the MidAmerica Award for distinguished con-
tributions to the study of Midwestern literature, and David Diamond

received the Mark Twain Award for distinguished contributions to -

Midwestern Literature.

With this volume MidAmerica gets a new look and a new editor,
the first such changes in the thirty-six-year history of the Society for
the Study of Midwestern Literature. The founding editor, David D.
Anderson, and 1 will be working together with the Editorial
Committee to bring our readers the best in contemporary Midwestern
scholarship. While we expect to change the journal very little, we are
always interested in our readers’ ideas. A new feature that we would
like to institute is an annual review essay that discusses recently pub-
lished books in Midwestern studies, so if you are the author of such
a work, please send it to Marcia Noe, 535 Elinor Street, Chattanooga,

TN 37405.
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