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PREFACE

The appearance of MidAmerica VI marks the ninth year of
the Society’s existence, and it marks, too, several important ad-
vances in the Society’s growth: the accelerated evolution of the
Center for the Study of Midwestern Literature and Culture; the
success of the first of a series of symposia on “The Cultural Herit-
age of the Midwest”; the growing membership; and the increase
in scholarly and creative activity suggested by the greater num-
ber of essays and the longer bibliography in this volume, Current
efforts to increase the numbers of life and institutional members
of the Society will, if successful, provide a financial foundation
strong enough to support continued growth.

During the coming year the Society will pass another mile-
stone with the retirement of Russel B. Nye, founding member of
the Society, author of such seminal works as Midwestern Progres-
sive Politics and The Unembarrassed Muse, Distinguished Profes-
sor of English at Michigan State University, and recipient of the
MidAmerica Award for 1978. The dedication of this volume to
him is testimony to his past contributions to the Society and to
scholarship, and it anticipates his continued contributions in
the future.

Davip D. ANDERSON

November, 1978
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