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PREFACE

On May 10, 2007, members of the Society for the Study of
Midwestern Literature gathered in East Lansing for the thirty-sev-
enth annual meeting of the Society. Highlights included several spe-
cial panels on creative nonfiction, the third annual SSML Festival of
Films, and an open mike session where participants shared their cre-
ative writing.

At the awards banquet on Friday night, James Seaton received the
Jill Barnum Midwestern Heritage Prize for Literary Criticism for his
article, “William Dean Howells and Humanistic Criticism.” The
David Diamond Student Writing Prize went to Michael Merva for
“An Illusion of Understanding: Listeners and Tellers in Sherwood
Anderson’s Winesburg, Ohio and Carson McCullers’s The Heart Is a
Lonely Hunter?” Ellen Arl received the Gwendolyn Brooks Poetry
Prize for her poem, “March Afternoon Tea” David Diamond received
the MidAmerica Award and the Mark Twain Award went to Stuart
Dybek.
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